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HISTORICAL SUMMARY. 


The first constitution of Michigan, adopted in 1835, pro- 
vided that “ As soon as the circumstances of the State will 
permit the Legislature shall provide for the establishment of 
libraries, one at least in each township, and the money which 
shall be paid by persons as an equivalent for exemption from 
military duty and the clear proceeds of all fines assessed in 
the several counties for any breach of the civil laws shall be 
applied to the support of such libraries.” 

The present constitution, adopted in 1850, re-enacted sub- 
stantially the same provision. The Legislature of 1840 en- 
acted that each and every school district should be entitled to 
its proportion of the clear proceeds of all fines collected within 
the several counties for any breach of the penal laws and for 
penalties, or upon any recognizances in criminal proceedings, 
which money, when received, should be applied to the purchas- 
ing of books for the district library and to no other purpose, 

The act incorporating the Detroit Board of Education, 
passed in 1842, provided that the Board should establish a 
library, and authorized it to apply for and receive from the 
County Treasurer, or other officer, all the moneys appropriated 
for the primary schools and district library of said city and 
designate a place where the library should be kept, and also 
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authorized the Common Council to levy a tax for the support 
of the library. 

Notwithstanding these provisions of the first constitution 
and early laws, a quarter of a century elapsed before the 
library contemplated therein actually existed. 

It appears that the County Auditors construed the law to 
authorize them to appropriate to other purposes the moneys 
which the constitution and laws clearly intended to devote to 
the support of a library. It was not until 1859 that steps 
were taken to stop this perversion of the library funds. In 
that year the Board of Education put the matter into the 
hands of an energetic committee. Test cases were made up 
and taken to the Supreme Court. A report made to the 
Board of Education, January 10, 1861, by Edmund Hall and 
D. B. Duffield, sets forth the results. 

The committee say: “ Under the pressure of the growing 

necessities of the schools and the public last year a committee 
was appointed to make a thorough examination of the county 
finances as connected with the library fund. The investiga- 
tions of that committee were conducted principally by its able 
chairman, H. E. Baker, Esq., the Inspector from the Sixth 
ward. Their report revealed the fact that between the first of 
July, 1854, and the first of January, 1859, moneys amount- 
ing to over $15,000 appropriated by the constitution and laws 
to library purposes had accrued, but been diverted to other 
funds. 
_ “Of this amount over $12,000 consisted of fines collected 
in the Police Court. Out of these fines the salary of the 
Police Justice, the rent of the Police Court room, the fees of 
officers and other incidental expenses, amounting to a yearly 
aggregate of over $2,000, had been paid. 

“‘ Beyond all these expenses there had accumulated during 
the first three years a large surplus. 

“ There had also been paid into the treasury of the county, 
up to the year 1859, as clear proceeds of forfeited bonds and 
recognizances, the further sum of over $2,000. 
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“There had also been paid in various amounts from the 
Recorder’s Court, the Circuit Court, Sheriff and sundry Jus- 
tices of the Peace, making a total sum, as estimated by the 
committee, of $6,491.84, which by any reasonable construction 
of the law belonged to the library fund, while under the con- 
struction adopted by the committee and by the counsel whom 
they consulted, the sum due to that fund exceeded $15,000. 

“ Having ascertained the above facts the committee made 
application to the Treasurer and to the County Auditors for 
that portion of these moneys belonging to the city of Detroit, 
presuming that if the right to the larger sum was denied, a 
distribution on the basis of the smaller would be at once con- 
ceded. But the application was wholly unsuccessful as to the 
distribution of either sum. 

“The County Auditors, however, while declining to grant 
any portion of the funds claimed, expressed their warm ap- 
proval of the aims and objects to which the fund was devoted 
and their willingness to have the claim adjusted amicably 
- according to the true interpretation of the law, and suggested 
the plan of taking a case to the Supreme Court, with the under- 
standing that the rule of interpretation thus arrived at should 
be acquiesced in, and whatever moneys then appeared to 
belong to the Library Fund should be paid over by the county 
officers. 

“The first committee having been discharged, the under- 
signed, associated with Hon. Samuel T. Douglass, then a 
member of the Board from the Sixth ward, were appointed a 
committee to take such further action as might be necessary 
to restore to the library fund the moneys of which it had been 
deprived. ; 

“For this purpose your committee, at the May term 
of the Supreme. Court, sued for a writ of mandamus to the 
Treasurer of Wayne county to enforce the payment by him of 
the sum of $2,200 paid into the treasury as a part of the pro- 
ceeds of three recognizances in criminal cases, viz.: Willard 
Daniels, J. J. Cicotte and Francis Riley. 
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“ At the same time a similar proceeding was instituted by 
one of your committee in behalf of the town of Brownstown 
against the Police Justice of Detroit to compel the payment 
by him of a fine of $100, collected-of one Isaac Flowers. 

“The cases were selected, not as embracing all, or nearly 
all, the moneys due to the Library Fund, but because they de- 
veloped all the points of law and interpretation necessary to 
settle the entire subject in controversy.” 

Only one of these cases was decided, viz., the one against 
the County Treasurer. 

The opinion in the case was handed down by Judge James 
V. Campbell. It may be summarized as follows : 

A mandamus is applied for to compel the respondent (the 
County Treasurer) to pay over to the Board of Education 
their share of moneys in his hands received from fines and 
recognizances. The question submitted is whether the 
amounts paid in to him from those sources are liable to any 
deductions for expenses, either attending the collections of 
the particular sums paid in or embracing the general crim- 
inal expenses of the county. ; 

Quoting article thirteen, section twelve, of the constitution, 
the court says: ‘So far as fines are concerned, this language 
is too plain to be open to construction. No deduction for ex- 
penses or otherwise can lawfully be made from such fines. 
The whole amount collected belongs to the library fund, and 
no portion can be applied elsewhere.” 

The other moneys appropriated for that purpose are so 
given, not by virtue of any constitutional provision, but under 
a statute. 

Quoting all the legislation bearing upon the matter, the 
court says: “The moneys belonging to this fund must neces- 
sarily include all that has been legally. paid into it, subject to 
such deductions after it has been paid in as the laws author- 
ize or require. 

‘Without questioning the right of the Legislature to make 
such deductions as they deem expedient, except from fines, 
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it is very clear that until they see fit to make such deductions, 
inasmuch as no money can be drawn from the treasury with- 
out some legal authority, the fund must remain inviolate. No 
provision of law has yet been enacted allowing or requiring 
any money to be deducted from this fund. The criminal ex- 
penses are not a charge upon it. The clear proceeds, there- 
fore, as the laws now stand, include all sums paid into the 
treasury from the source mentioned.” 

The report continues: “The immediate mandate of this 
decision is to grant a peremptory mandamus, compelling the 
County Treasurer to distribute among the towns and city, for 
library purposes, the sum mentioned in the petition, $2,200, 
of which the city is entitled to about three-fifths, or $1,320. 

“The importance of the decision, however, consists in the 
rule it establishes as to the construction of the law. .'The rule 
applied to our criminal courts since 1854, will give to the 
library fund of the county not less than $17,000, due up to 
the present time, of which amount about $10,000 will belong 
to the city.” 

The committee proceed to add that as this matter is dis- 
posed of, and the law is imperative on the Board to establish 
a library, it becomes the duty of the Board to decide upon 
the plan, management and conservation of the same. They, 
therefore, submit and discuss the following among other con- 
siderations : 

First—The library must be a public one. 

Second—It must be free within proper safe-guards. 

Third—It must be extensive. 

Fourth—Its location must be central and its rooms spacious 
for convenient and systematic arrangement, exchange and cir- 
culation of books, as well as for reading room and offices 

Fifth—It should be in active co-operation with the common 
schools. 

Sizth—Its literature should be pure and its books carefully 


selected. 
The committee closed with resolutions to carry these views 


* 
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into effect and create a library committee, and to set apart a 
library room in the Capitol school building. 

This was in January, 1861. Then came on the war, which 
absorbed the attention and resources of the people, so that 
the library matter rested in statu quo. It next appeared in a 
report made January, 1863, by the Library Committee, con- 
sisting of Edmund Hall, W. B. Smith and William Warner. 
They say that after the decision of the Supreme Court, above 
referred to,an arrangement was effected with the Board of 
County Auditors by which the arrearages due from the gen-. 
eral fund of the county to the library fund up to the first 
of January, 1861, was adjusted at $10,000. 

“This amount, though less than the actual amount diverted 
from the library: fund, was deemed, under all the circum- 
statances, a fair‘and just settlement. In fixing upon this 
amount, it was determined by the Board of Auditors and 
assented to by the committee of the Board of Education, that 
payment should not be made or demanded until after the in- 
coming of the tax of 1861. With the year 1861, however, 
came embarrassments, political and financial. The Board of 
Auditors, in accordance with their recognized obligations, re- 
ported the amount with their other estimates, and the whole 
went over unpaid into the year 1862. This year the Auditors 
again presented the items in the estimates, and recommended 
the Supervisors to provide for its payment in four instalments 
of $2,500 each, to be raised and paid yearly, which arrange- 
ment the Supervisors adopted, and placed the first instalment 
on the roll for payment from the taxes of the present year. 
This fund is by law distributable in the same manner as 
the common school fund,—in proportion to the number of 
children between four and eighteen years in the various towns 
and city. By this decision, Detroit, containing not far from 
six-tenths of the children of the county, will receive, as her 
portion, near $6,000 of the whole, or about $1,500 each year 
during the four years. 

“In addition to these resources, the entire proceeds of fines 
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and recognizances hereafter accruing, will be set apart to the 
library fund. The amount thus to be realized cannot be ac- 
curately estimated, but the dividend falling to the city from 
that source may be expected to range from $1,000 to $2,000 
per year. 

“The amount received for the year was $601.98; for the 
year 1862, $331.65. But for those years no returns were real- 
ized from the Police Court, where much the largest share of 
the criminal business of the county is transacted. Under the 
present worthy incumbent of that office, regular and ac- 
curate returns are made, and during the portion of the year 
already elapsed there has been paid into the county treasury 
from that court alone more than double the amount derived 
for the entire of either the two previous years. 

“Under the rule of the Board, adopted in 1861, it was made 
the duty of your committee to invest the first moneys re- 
ceived insuch elementary, practical and scientific works as 
might be needed in the High and Union schools. Under that 
resolution, your committee, in October of last year, 1861, ex- 
pended $56.40 in maps, charts and classical dictionaries, for 
the schools, needing the same. Subsequently, in December, 
a further investment of $509.09 was made in elementary 
works, encyclopedias, etc., for the various schools, according 
to lists previously submitted to, and sanctioned, by the Board. 

“These expenditures left a balance in the treasury, belong- 
to the fund, of $36.49 at the commencement of the current 
year, 1862. The distribution of the present year, which has 
just been received by your committee, ($331.65), makes the 
total amount now on hand for library purposes, $368.14. 
Upon consultation with the principals of the High and Union 
schools, a list of desirable books has been prepared and is 
herewith submitted, with a recommendation for their pur- 

‘chase from moneys on hand. 

“The schools of the Board are now measurably supplied 
with the text and reference books needed in connection with 
our routine of study. Full lists of books already purchased, 
and their present location, are herewith submitted. 
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“The Board has at length arrived at a point where it may 
commence the purchase of books for a general library and 
during the ensuiug year it will, without doubt, become the 
duty of the Library Committee to-expend between two and 
three thousand dollars for that purpose.” 

“They recommend that the library be consolidated and 
centered in one place, rather than divided up among the 
schools in different parts of the city ; that it be located in 
the old Capitol building, that in the management of the 
library the interests of the public schools be kept in view, 
and, finally, that the library fund be religiously guarded and 
never, under any excuse, trenched upon or diverted. 


1863. 


The report for 1863 is signed by William P. Wells, Thomas 
H. Hartwell and R. W. King. It makes the following finan- 
cial showing : 


Jan. 1. Balance-ons hander’ 5. cess tee dotenhe oat eee eae cce teen eeee $ 368.14 
March 9. First instalment, county indebtedness................. 1,512.63 
May 11. County Treasurer, fines and penalties................+ 1,674.66 
Rotalsreceiptetior 8632 -t6a.ccc soca neces $3,555.43 
Hxpenditures On S63 <.cea. cscs dee rstae decent anae dh ateaneeeeee 328.63 

Balance on hand Jan., 1864.............006 Se setctAceoe $3,226.80 


The founding of a free public library being thus assured, 
the committee discuss at some length the question of what its 
character and scope should be. They conclude that it must 
be according to the highest idea and best modes of such an 
institution ; that it must be in the best sense a popular 
library ; that it must cater to the general intellectual aims of 
the great mass of readers; as it grows in resources must fur- 
nish the means of study to scholars of every degree of intel- 
lectual attainment and every variety of literary purpose. 

They agree that it shall be both a circulating and a refer- 
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ence library, and they map out a scheme of classification 
with reference to which the first purchases of books should 
be made. The committee suggest the consolidation of the 
libraries and property of the Young Men’s Society, the Me- 
chanics Society and the Old Fire Department and the found- 
ing thereby of an insti'ution of great value and honor to the 
city, and express the hope that the day may not be far 
distant when the library may be provided with a building 
specially erected for the purpose. 


1864. . 


The committee report for 1864 is signed by William P. 
Wells, Sidney D. Miller and Ervin Palmer. The financial 
statement is as follows: 


ante te BalaneevOmy land ,fcte.eccrcstsc sane? sean ctese tess one ndseaacess $3,226.80 
April 9. County Treasurer, fines and penalties.................. 4,210.28 
MOLALTECCIP US cmtectegte-stcatens seeteonsipecceossh a fuse $7,437.08 

Hxpen ded: 10f, DOOKS icc sscsscsocssacsecosysas saness $5,921.61 

¢ “"TGtHer PULPOSES: ss... cecececesece 468.41 
——-— $6,390.02 
Balamcernlanemlenl SGbiaestraccsscceoep cece ensat ceed ee dee $1,047.06 


The committee say that in April they requested Henry 
Chaney, Principal of the High School, to visit eastern cities 
as agent of the Board, to negotiate with dealers and to make 
purchases of books. Altogether upwirds of 5,000 volumes 
were purchased. A catalogue of them was ordered prepared, 
a room in the Capitol building was set apart for the purpose, 
and steps were taken to open the library to the public. 


1865. 


The report of the Library Committee for 1865 is signed by 
Sidney D. Miller, R. W. King and Herman Kiefer. It fur- 
nishes the following financial showing : 
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Jan. 1. Balance om hand...........0.00..--ceseercercassessse coess avceeens $1,047.06 
May 4. couney Treasurer, fines and penalties.............-+e+ 2,997.86 
i instalment ON Cet... scenee soeeee 1,563.50 
Total TeC€iPths...-s0-+.ceaeaecetentersseene= stare eee aah aeeteeoe $5,608.42 
Expended for bOoKS.........0: ssseseceseseerenees $3,556.02 
sg oP LCL EU © OM gees voisee cee ares 853.14 
H & Other! PULPOSES: 7c. cose veraeesee 1,158.94 
—— $5,368.10 
Balance :Jiam, Ul ylSGGsAe. scues.scwscaor cove snore Semecarees $ 240.32 


The committee announce that the library was formally 
opened to the public on the 25th day of March, of this year, 
on which occasion addresses were delivered by C. I. Walker, 
President of the Board of Education, and William P. Wells, 
former Chairman of the Library Committee. A catalogue for 
temporary use was distributed on the 2d of May. The com- 
mittee lament that in spite of all efforts to advertise the exist- 
ence of a free public library so few people have used it. Only 
475 persons have taken out books and the total circulation 
was 4,700 volumes. During the summer yacation Prof. 
Chaney again visited eastern cities and made purchases of 
books to the extent of 3,844 volumes, making the grand total 
in the library at the close of the year 8,864 volumes. 


1866. 


The committee report for this year is agreed by William D. 
Wilkins, George M. Rich and 8. B. McCracken. It makes the 
following statistical showing : 


Jan, I) Balancesonihand..t.2c2.85.ctescos ee eee $ 240.32 
Received from penal fines and arrearS........... sssseees 5,314.59 
ss “sales of Catalogues cataacesscecenee 87.53 
Motel TSCOTPte sucaasas accosedce scsaiees cn sone ee eee $5,642.44 
Hxpondetl for hooks (ic. vane $1,180.59 
ss “ Librarian’s salary........... 620.00 
“ * other purposes.........--.00- 417.22 
—-—— $2,217.81 


Balanee:on hands, (25d. cduxensaeen een ee $3,424.63 
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Number volumes on hand Jan. 1, 1866,.......0000ccccec. ssscsocesstees 8,864 
® Sp ue2dded sby-purchase:-s..s.s-csccsieocoas Sale'ceaiianr sei 909 
« «“ «“ GL ee ER ea Ae 1,186 
Total number of volumes Jan. 1, 1867..............ssssssees veces 10,959 


In addition to the above number of bound volumes there 
are 150 pamphlets. : 

The number of readers was 1,184, and the circulation about 
15,000, while about 3,000 volumes had been consulted in the 
building. 

Complaint is made of lack of room, many volumes being 
stacked upon the floor. 

Attention is called to the fact that the Germans constitute 
a large portion of the population, and the recommendation 
is made that an appropriation of $500 be made for the pur- 
chase of books in the German language. 

Of the large donation of 1,186 volumes, 1,081 were made by 
Henry Ledyard, almost altogether documents and official 
publications from the library of the late Gen, Lewis Cass. 


1867. 


The committee report is signed by D. O. Farrand, Ervin 
Palmer and A. Stuttee. It makes the following showing : 


Janie! eer balancer Omiya cs.c.9 cocens sesserss on iilectexs sess sav edeunsos $3,424.63 
Received from Court fess... .....s0cccesen veseneseriessassoes 2,163.20 
ss HO erarelovayey os houaKs leper tants Prmeniscenrue SocnCce 250.00 
s OOP SUS TAY MONG Se cc srasenaciaccue ce sanacesnersiie esse 126.91 
COMP RASS OlF DOO MSi rs oaahecees ls Micscn ta sctiasesaess. 69.00 
MN ital LOGS RIS tees abet sepeveunadee-veceosenwe’ nastioeeneanes $6,034.04 
Mxpended for bOOKSi2..s1-cesessea-senes-r'es soe $3,326.46 
ye VAD TaNlam OvCustaveniccecseraret 1,173.00 
‘ <2? SOQUEL PUL POSCSerer saceessecslses 579.64 
sae: ~—2——. $5,094.10 
Balance ouelamdsseisac. cecderes: sccves ddnsvenwesldveesotisasp. $ 930.94 
Number Of volumes Jam. 1. .....\.cccccscecscccec-ssnccaseasee srevageones! ane 10,959 
ie fe PUTChAsed........0.ssecccccsesccceecesseesseenneos acess 3,960 
ga es GLOTALEC cone ncneceaisases i oes ceciaacscesetiermens(ssa0 101 
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The number of readers increased 586 and the circulation is 
put down to 30,000, though this seems to have been roughly 
estimated. 

During this year another room capable of holding 3,000 
volumes was fitted up, and yet 2,000 volumes were piled up 
on the floor. Many German books were added during this 
year. 


1868. 


This year’s report is signed by Charles K. Backus, J. A. 
Brown and J. M. Welch. It shows $2,615.16 received from 
fines and penalties and $472 expended for books. 

The number of volumes added was 669, of which 336 were 
purchased and 3338 donated. The reason for practically sus- 
pending the purchase of books was lack of shelf room. 

The committee report that they have participated in a 
series of consultations among prominent citizens and the offi- 
cers of various societies which, have had in view the consoli- 
dation of a number of the leading literary and charitable insti- 
tutions of the city and the founding by this means of an insti- 
tute with a rich endowment and of great magnitude. No result 
was reached, but they had hope through this means to pro- 
vide suitable accommodations for the library, and yet keep it 
free to al! and under public control. 

During the year the suit between the county of Wayne 
and the city of Detroit, involving the right of the library to 
its share of the fines collected at the Central Police Station 
Court of Detroit was carried through the Wayne Circuit and 
State Supreme Courts and resulted in a judgment for the 
county. This secured the library over $10,000 as its propor- 
tion of the fines to be paid over at the next approaching 
spring payment. 

During the year the library was placed on the list of insti- 
tutions to which, under acts of Congress, public documents 
and Smithsonian publications are sent. 


HISTORICAL SUMMARY 15 


1869. 


Charles K. Backus, James A. Brown and Sidney D. Miller 
signed the report for this year. The amount received from 
fines and penalties was $12,962.72, which included the sum 
collected as fines in the Central Police Station Court, which 
the city had refused to pay over and which was collected by 
suit in the courts. The cost of this litigation to the library 
fund was $1,150. The number of volumes added to the 
library this year was 1,780 by purchase and 217 by gift. 

The whole number of volumes at the end of the year in 
the library is put down at 17,856; estimated circulation, 
40,000; number of names:on the library register, 3,326, of 
which 808 were added during the year. 

The committee say that the library is still piled up in two 
distinct and unsuitable rooms, with such manifest lack of ad. 
equate facilities for its proper use that there is serious danger 
that the legal question may be raised whether the Board is 
maintaining a library within the meaning of the law, and they 
say that the question of providing a suitable library building 
will soon become a pressing one. 


1870. 


Charles K. Backus, D. O. Farrand and J. W. Bartlett sign 
the report for this year. 

The amount received this year from fines and penalties 
was $12,220 29, and the amount expended for books $1,601.81, 
and the balance on hand at the end of the year $18,299.88. 
The number of volumes in the library is put down at 18,717, 
and the number of registered card holders at 4,018, of whom 
692 were added during the year. 

In this year the library rented from the Board of Educa- 
tion, for $500 per annum, the entire first floor of the new ad- 
dition built on the north end of the old Capitol building. 
This was fitted up at the expense of the library fund. But 
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the committee say that this room is only a temporary expe- 
diency, and they recommended that steps be taken to secure 
from the Common Council the Old City Hall for a library 


building. 


1871. 


This year’s report was signed by Charles K. Backus, W. D. 
Wilkins and William Y. Rumney. 

It shows that the amount received from fines and penalties 
was $5,839.71. The chief expenditures were $2,368.78 for 
books, $1,200 for fitting up a room, $780 for furniture, $2,557 
for salaries of Librarian andéassistant, $3,250 to the Board of 
Education for back rent of rooms in Capitol building. 

The number of volumes reported at the close of the year 
was 21,161. ; 

On the 20th day of March, in this year, the library was 
opened in its new quarters on the first floor of the rear exten- 
sion of the Old Capitol, having been closed for removal trom 
the 17th of the previous December. , Prof. Henry Chaney was 
relieved from his duties as Principal of the High School and 
was made Librarian. 

The library was kept open daily, except Sundays and holi- 
days, from 9 a. M. to 8 p. M. 

Several periodicals having -been donated by the pub- 
lishers, a reading room was opened ‘in the library. 

During the year the committee carried out the recommend- 
ation of their predecessors and obtained by unanimous vote 
of the Common Council a lease for fifty years at a nominal 
rental of the old City Hall, on the condition that it be refitted 
within eighteen months, or rebuilt, forza library building. 

The committee were agreed that it would be cheaper to re- 
build than to attempt to remodel the old building, and, there- 
fore, afterward secured from the Common Council an exten- 


sion of time for carrying into effect the provisions of the 
lease. : 
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1872. 


William Jennison, R. W. King and William Y. Rumney 
signed this year’s report. 


The amount received from fines and penalties was $7,039.20 
and for interest on daily balances, which here first appears, 
$62.43. The expenditure for books was only $706. The total 
number of volumes reported at the closing of the year was 
22,115 ; estimated number of volumes borrowed, 98,000 ; num- 
ber of names of borrowers added to the register, 1,202. 

In this year popular sentiment in favor of clearing the site 
of the old City Hall led the Common Council to propose an 
exchange of that site for the triangular piece of ground front- 
ing on Gratiot street, called Centre Park. This was accepted, 
and the Common Council, by resolution, vacated the ground 
as a park, and by subsequent resolution executed: a lease on 
the 19th of August, 1872, to the Board of Education for fifty 
years, in exchange for a release of all rights in the old City 
Hall lease. 


Possession of the premises was immediately taken, and the 
committee now decided to secure plans for a library building 
and to open subscription books for the construction of said 
building. The feeling in the board at that time was that 
public spirited citizens would come forward and subscribe the 
necessary sum and thus leave the public fund to be devoted 
entirely to the maintenance of the library. 


The committee visited Cincinnati and consulted with Wm. 
F. Poole, Librarian of the Public Library of that city. They 
inspected the building then in proeess of erection there, and 
got Mr. Poole’s views with reference to the best plan and ar- 
rangement ofa public library building. While they make no 
specific recommendations, they do urge that in making pro- 
visions for a building, care be taken to build upon a suf- 
ficiently broad basis for the growth and demands of the fu- 


ture. 
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1873. 


The report of the Library Committee for 1873 is signed by 
William Jennison, William D. Wilkins and William Y. Rum- 
ney. 

It shows the amount received from fines and penalties 
$10,151.23, and from interest on deposits, $832.07. The 
amount expended for books was $756.34. 

The number of volumes in the library at the end of the 
year was 22,879. The library was open 308 days, and the 
estimated circulation was 115,000 volumes. The number of 
borrowers registered during the year was 1,456. 

Some doubt having arisen as to the power of the Common 
Council to lease Centre Park for the use of a library building, 
a bill in chancery was filed by Alida Riggs to enjoin the 
Board of Education from taking possession of said premises. 
The Supreme Court, in April, 1873, unanimously confirmed 
the action of the Council. 

In December, 1872, and February, 1873, a portion of the 
committee visited the principal libraries of the country pre- 
paratory to the adoption of plans for the proposed building 
to be erected on Centre Park. On the 24th day of February, 
18738, they made a full report of their observations and rec- 
ommendations. 

It was becoming evident that a sufficient amount could not 
be raised by private subscription. for the construction of said 
building and the committee so reported to the Board. 

Thereupon application was made to the Legislature, and an 
act was passed March 27, 1873, providing for the raising of 
the sum of $150,000 for the construction of a suitable library 
building and for its fixtures. 

The Board of Estimates, at its ensuing April meeting, was 
asked to levy the sum of $125,000, to be raised in three annual 
instalments for this purpose, but refused to do so, on econom- 
ical grounds. 


The adoption of definite plans was, therefore, delayed. 
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1874. 


The report for this year is signed by J. W. Romeyn, J. W 
McGrath and J. J. Martin. 

In the spring of this year the Board of Estimates granted 
the appropriation asked for of $125,000 for, a library building 
to be erected on Centre Park, and the committee advertised, 
offering premiums for plans for such a building, to be sub- 
mitted by architects. 2 

On August 24th the plans of Brush & Smith were adopted 
by the Board, though not recommended by the majority of 
the committee. 

These architects were employed to prepare the detailed 
drawings and specifications and the matter was put into the 
hands of a special Library Building Committee of five mem- 
bers, the regular Library Cornmittee declining to assume re- 
_ sponsibility in connection with plans they did not cordially 
approve. No work was done on the building this year. 

The amount received from fines and penalties was $5,508.98, 
and there was expended for books $1,286.07. 

The number of volumes belonging to the library at the end 
of the year was 24,176, and the number of new borrowers 
was 1,140. 

The circulation of books was estimated at 145,000, and the 
number consulted in the library at 10,000. 


1875. 


The Library Committee for 1875 consisted of J. W. Romeyn, 
J. W. Strong, W. D. Wilkins, J. W. Liggett and W. M. Lilli- 
bridge. 

This committee resumed charge of the new library build- 
ing, the corner stone of which was laid with public ceremo- 
nies May 29, 1875. The walls were erected and the building 
enclosed in that year, under the superintendence of J. B. 
Cousins. 
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The receipts in 1875 from fines and penalties were $6,434, 
and the expenditures for books, $1,302.62. The number of 
volumes at the end of the year was 24,903. The circulation 
was put down at 148,000. The number of new borrowers reg- 
istered was 1,067. 

The committee say they have endeavored, so far as the 
limited accommodations would permit, to popularize the 
library and to recommend its use to the public, and, there- 
fore, they have thought it necessary to purchase a certain 
quantity of the abundant ephemeral literature which is de- 
manded by the public. 

But they do not feel inclined to go far in this direction. 


1876. 


The report of this year bears the names of John T. Liggett, 
H. F. Lyster, Joseph Nicholson, D. J. Workum and J. J. 
Martin. zm 

Work on the new building were continued throughout the 
year under the supervision of George Morhous, and it was 
practically completed. 

The receipts from fines and penalties were $8,815. The ex- 
penditure for books was $6,346.09. The balance on hand in 
the Library Fund proper was $26,429.28. 

The whole number of volumes at the close of the year was 
33,604, and their estimated value was $50,000. 


1877. 


Robert E. Roberts, Henry F. Lyster, C. A. Kent, W. N. 
Ladue and A. Borrowman constituted the committee. They 
report the formal opening of the new building on the 22d of 
January, 1877, on which occasion Alexander Lewis, Mayor of 
the city, presided, assisted by Freeman Norvell and George 
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W. Balch, President and late President of the Board of Edu- 
cation, by whom addresses were made. 


Addresses were also made by John T. Liggett, Chairman of 
the Library Committee, and by C. I. Walker, J. W. Romeyn, 
William P. Wells, Levi Bishop, D. B. Duffield and Sylvester 
Larned, former members of the Library Committee and Board 
of Education, “ who by their efforts had contributed to the 
grand result, the construction of a magnificent fire-proof 
building, with a capacity for 200,000 volumes and then con- 
taining upwards of 30,000 volumes, and without the imposi- 
tion or entailment of any burden on the taxpayers for the 
purchase of books or the maintenance of a library which was 
and would ever be absolutely free to readers.” : 


It was estimated that the library room was visited during 
the evening by 5,000 ladies and gentlemen. 


In his remarks Mr. Romeyn said: ‘ The library is created 
and supported by fines and proceeds of recognizances from 
those who violate the law, and from the application of the 
penalties the ignorant are to be instructed and the unlearned 
taught. There seems to be much of the eternal fitness of 
things in the laws which make these provisions.” 

The library room is designed to have four galleries, making 
five tiers of alcoves for books, each gallery to contain twenty 
alcoves. But one gallery has been constructed which, with 
those on the main floor, gives twenty-seven alcoves at pres- 
ent, in which there are 4,400 lineal feet of cases, and desks for 
large books, atlases, bound volumes of newspapers and period- 
icals, ete., and one glass case for rare books, while there are at 
present thousands of volumes for which there is no shelf- 
room and which are constantly being added to by purchase, 
necessitating the.construction of an additional gallery as soon 
as practicable, and which, it is expected, will be in place dur- 
ing the present winter, adding 3,000 lineal feet of shelving, 
making in all 7,400 lineal feet. 

The following is a statement of the money received and dis- 
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bured on account of the Public Library from its commence- 
ment to December 31, 1877: 


RECEIPTS. 


From County Treasurer, fines and penalties...................---8101, 120.18 


“« Library fines and sales of catalogues..........00+002 3,021.43 

& gales oftbhoOokis en Jessi setecsdenutie ts suds Seaoeentnn wees cneaeters 76.65 

“ gale of fencing, shelving, CtC...c....: .s.djvsecnstee ave aneene 193.66 

cc sinterest Om Malrary UUM Gee wesctecscciecalse sce a a peeneareeee 5,002.94 

“City Treasurer for library building............:.see) +005 121,696.34 

ec interest on-librany, pulldlings hwnd s1cs.0s..cpocep esses ssmeee 2,192.47 

<~insurance Premium TeturMed. .........cnccacesencescciee-eerse 50.00 

TOtAL Scns nose: atacsxs shoei ante saan ees ae see eee $233,853.67 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

BOOK Sin ssi 2s veirenuisgiacins somone ish tesa teerinns deyaesecaret he aree A atieiaa $ 38,117.93 

Binding. and “‘repairs..cc..3.s.<oseeeancaeeseonss essen ee eeeeeeeeeenaet 3,071.05 

Ihibrarianvand assistaite: cc. ss.cumeeceescseecescecnccescecsenechateesees 28,292.86 

Revit ravendes swexhiett wads dbase0a con nae eed eee tek Ba ane aedeta oe ae 6,250.00 

TMBUPAN CC ecnasiics bea ctes saacedaw BIgoal aaa aeay ee eaweynenee aeew de sentraae eee eee em De aie 

Regal expersegitacieccc.ccsdsasteuete ee ae ee waste roo renee eeteaes 2,148.50 
Furniture, fuel, lights, janitor service, printing catalogue, 

freight and miscellaneous -re:.die.scsessntiececececerteneeccenncs 13,216.11 

Paid on account of library......... PEPE Perec ce Cec sooo 93,618.97 

Librany  Diildin gs jeccs.cctena eter tee cecsesn- cece hase eos eee ee 123,201.09 

Totalidisbursemipiite ecesese.ccs ost. teceteeeeseee etece $216,820.06 

Balanceron hand; ance. atieccsts <ee-2scasceeee eee 17,033.61 


In 1877 a classified catalogue was prepared and 2,500 copies 
were printed. : 

The library staff at this time consisted of Prof. Henry 
Chaney, Librarian; Miss Ada D. Pattison, Miss Ida Norton, 


Mrs. Sarah E. Doll, Miss M. E. Ladue and Miss L. Teichner, 
assistants. 


1878. 


The Library Committee this year consisted of Robert E. 


Roberts, Alfred Chesebrough, C. A. Kent, J..S. Schmittdiel 
and A. Borrowman. 
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They report that during the summer an additional gallery 
was put into the building at a cost of $4,826. The additions 
to the library were only 1,382 volumes, on account of lack of 
shelf room. 

The receipts from fines and penalties were $6,129.20, and 
the expenditures for books and binding, $2,611.26. 

The library was open 807 days, and the circulation was es- 
timated to average 600 daily; the greatest number drawn in 
one day was 1,344, and the least 396. 

The register of borrowers, which was stolen in this year, 
contained about 12,000 names. 

On the 12th day of April, 1878, Prof. Henry Chaney, who 
had been in charge of the library as Librarian and Superin- 
tendent from its inception, and who had purchased most of 
the books, was succeeded by Rev. Manasseh Hickey. 

The committee in their report call attention to the fact that 
the building as constructed does not provide the public with 
a reading room and scientific and historical museums, orig- 
inally contemplated. 

The entire front portion of the building as planned was 
omitted for lack of means with which to build it. 

The committee express the hope that the estimated cost, 
$55.000, may be put into the tax levy and raised in instal- 
ments and that these much desired adjuncts to the library 
may be thus secured. 


1879. 


The committee of this year remained the same as the preced- 
ing, except that the name of R. DoRan appears in place of that 
of A. Borrowman. The amount received this year from fines 
and penalties was $2,908.72. The committee call attention to 
the fact that the only revenue provided for the establishment 
and maintenance of the library is the constitutional endow- 
ment of means derived from fines and penalties collected in 


24 PUBLIC LIBRARY 


the criminal courts, which is, at least, precarious and entirely 
inadequate for the purpose. 

They suggest that the fund thus derived should be appro- 
priated exclusively to the purchase of books, and the main- 
tenance of the library provided for in the general city tax 
levy. The receipts from the constitutional source this year 
amounted to less than half the cost of maintenance alone, say- 
ing nothing of the purchase of books. 

It thus appeared evident that some step must be taken at 
once to provide additional revenue. 

The committee also call attention to the failure of thie 
Library Fund to receive all that properly belongs to it, 
through the negligence of public officers charged with the col- 
lection of forfeited bail bonds. 


188o. 


This year’s report is signed by Alfred Chesebrough, J. D. 
Sutton, William A. Owen, T. F. Kerr and O. L. Kinney. 

In April, 1880, Mr. Hickey, as Librarian and Superintend- 
ent, was succeeded by Henry Gillman, On the 15th of July 
the library was closed to enable the Librarian and his assist- 
ants to classify and rearrange the books on the shelves. It 
was not opened again until November Ist. The library was 
reported to be in bad condition from lack of proper system in 
its arrangement and conduct and proper care of the books. 

The committee again call attention to the necessity for in- 
creased and certain income, and recommend that the Legis- 
lature be asked to require the Common Council to incorpo- 
rate in the annual tax budget a library fund of one-fifth of a 
mill on each hundred dollars of the assessed valuation. 

The amount realized from fines and penalties this year was 
$3,405.13, while the expenses of the library were $7.392.75. 

The number of volumes reported in the library at the end 
of the year was 40,496, the circulation, 113,585. The num- 
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ber of new readers registered was 1,452. A new set of rules 
was adopted and the delivery of books to applicants was 
sought thereby to be facilitated. 


I188o. 


At the close of 1880 the Board of Education took action 
under a !aw passed some years previously, and transferred the 
exclusive custody and control of the library to a Board of 
Commissioners of seven members, of which the President of 
the Board of Education is one ex officio, the other six to be 
elected, one annually, (after the first Board), for the term of 
six years. The first Board of Commissioners was made up 
of Alexander Lewis, Herman Kiefer, William D. Wilkins, 
Alfred Chesebrough, George V. N. Lothrop and James V. 
Campbell, whose terms of office were to expire in the order 
named, and Michael Firnane, President of the Board of Edu- 
cation, ex officio. 

To place the management of the library entirely outside of 
political considerations the elected membership of the Board 
was made up of three Democrats and three Republicans. 
Early in January, 1881, the library was transferred to the 
above mentioned Commission. 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 


To the Board of Education : 

GENTLEMEN—The Library Commission in summing up the 
experience of their first year of service are able to bear witness 
to a good share of prosperity and a fair promise of the future 
growth of the library in size and usefulness. 

At the time of their appointment it was evident that with- 

~out some further means than were then likely to be secured 

by existing methods of supply, the library would before long 
become helpless. The receipts from fines and penalties under 
the criminal laws of the State had fallen off to an alarming 
extent. It was difficult to know why this was so, and our 
experience has not yet done much to enlighten us. We 
cannot flatter ourselves that crime has so far diminished as 
to show in our large population of to-day a less amount of 
violations of law than when the city had less than half the 
same number of people. Nevertheless, the facts as shown by 
the report of the Library Committee last year, indicated be- 
yond doubt a very remarkable diminution. 

Immediately on the action of the Board of Education turn- 
ing over the control of the library to the Commission, it was 
organized by the designation of James V. Campbell as Presi- 
dent and Alfred Chesebrough as Secretary, and by the ap- 
pointment of such committees as appeared desirable. Upon 
examination it was found that the immediate management by 
the existing Librarian and assistants was well conducted, and 
that it would need no changes beyond what might become 
desirable in enlarging and improving the library facilities. 
The system was very good and very well administered under 
the regulations matured by the former committees. 
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The first step necessary was a consideration of our financial 
condition. In this we were greatly aided by our esteemed 
and lamented colleague, the late Michael Firnane, President 
of the Board of Education and Prosecuting Attorney for 
Wayne county, to whose diligence and assiduity we owe the 
procurement of more careful collections and security of the 
criminal court funds. It is no more than due to his memory 
to say that we found him in all respects a pleasant, diligent _ 
and valuable associate, who was useful in many ways in 
getting affairs into successful operation. 

Having discovered that an increase of means was abso- 
lutely necessary, and that we could probably meet all our ne- 
cessities by a much smaller tax than is generally laid for 
library purposes under the ordinary state systems, the aid of 
legislation was sought, and the Legislature, in addition to some 
formal amendments rendered necessary to harmonize the 
school and library systems, made provision for an annual tax 
of one-fifth of a mill on one hundred dollars assessed valua- 
tion of property in the city. _This amount, with the fines and 
penalties receivable under existing laws, will, it is believed, 
enable the Commission, with economy, to provide for needful 
additions and improvements to the building and furniture, as 
well as enlarge the contents of the library. 

As soon as our means would warrrant we made and con- 
tinue making additions to bring the library into a respectable 
position in regard to current literature, as well as to fill up de- 
ficiencies already existing, which there were no funds to sup- 
ply before. In making these additions we have found it de- 
sirable to be very sparing in the purchase of merely orna- 
mental works, and to confine our purchase of such books to 
those which have a permanent value as illustrating such 
phases and forms of art as would be useful and instructive 
hereafter. We havealso thought it incumbent on us to pay par- 
ticular attention to the importance of the library for purposes 
of circulation, and to supply as far as possible the demand for 
wholesome as well as entertaining reading to those desiring 


\ 
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to draw books for home-reading, who must generally consti- 
sute a very large proportion of the beneficiaries of the library. 
We have, in cases when the demand required the duplication 
of copies for circulation, endeavored to secure for that pur- 
pose cheaper copies than those meant to be preserved perma- 
nently on the shelves, and in this way have been able to save 
some expense. 

We also found the poverty of the fund had prevented the 
procurement of any considerable number of current periodi- 
cals for the reading room. We have established a periodical 
_ reading room on the main floor, by setting apart such space 
as we could spare on the west side, and procuring the leading 
periodicals of this and other countries, with suitable tables, 
well lighted and convenient for reference. The result has 
been satisfactory, and this department has already been very 
largely resorted to, and proved itself very useful. It will be 
improved from time to time in such ways as experience may 
indicate as desirable. 

In accordance with the views of the old committee we have 
made provision for a Chief Assistant Librarian, to relieve the 
Librarian of a large share of his more mechanical duties, and 
to assist in other ways, so as to give the Librarian an oppor- 
tunity to devote himself more fully to the special duties of 
his office. The work had become very onerous, and much of 
his time had been used up in services which could quite as 
well have been performed by some one else, at the sacrifice of 
matters which it was very essential to have looked after. It 
was also deemed desirable to have a competent person to 
take charge of such affairs as should require attention during 
any necessary absence of the Librarian in the service of the 
Commission or otherwise. Mr. L. B. Gilmore was selected for 
this post, from his considerable knowledge of books as well as 
- his business experience, and has approved himself to the Com- 
- mission. 

We have been very anxious to perfect a complete catalogue 
of the contents of the library, and it is in as good a state of 
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forwardness as we could expect. We have made temporary 
lists of the books and other acquisitions recently made, but 
until a catalogue is completed we shall find more or less diffi- 
culty in purchasing books which ought to be on our shelves, 
but which cannot be profitably duplicated. 

We shall also be compelled from straightened room to push 
on towards completion the arrangements for shelving. The 
necessity of having the contents of the library classified so as 
to allow new additions to be placed in the classes to which 
they belong, without continually altering their position, would 
make this completion desirable under any circumstances. 
But the pressure is increasing for having it done as soon as it 
conveniently may be, and it will be proceeded with as soon as 
it can be done without interfering with other interests. The 
building is deficient in room for business purposes, and for 
the reception and preservation of such articles as cannot 
be safely placed on the ordinary shelves. We have had our 
attention specially called to the lack of space for collections 
of manuscripts and other objects of research, and we have had 
reason to believe that valuable historical and art treasures are 
likely to be placed in our custody whenever the facilities ex- 
ist for their safe keeping and security from loss or destruc- 
tion. 

All of these are matters which cannot be dealt with hastily, 
but which must nevertheless be kept in view. There is a 
large amount of very valuable historical material awaiting a 
safe refuge, which will add greatly to the value and reputation 
of the library if it can be secured, as it probably can be in 
due time. There is also reason to expect in due time the col- ~ 
lection of historical and other portraits and works of art, which 
cannot be made out of our funds, but which will be extremely 
desirable and appropriate acquisitions, whenever we can 
make room for them. Every day is rendering the preserva- 
tion of such matters more precarious in private hands, and 
the feeling is growing in favor of having a public and perma- 
nent refuge for them. 
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We append such pecuniary and other statistics as seem de- 
sirable to give a full account of the condition of the library. 
We may also add that the Librarian and his assistants have 
been very faithful and efficient, and that their services have 
been secured on very economical terms. 


JAMES V. CAMPBELL, 
President Library Commission. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 


The Secretary of the Library Commission has the honor to 
present the following tables, from the time of its transfer from 
the Board of Educatian, to January 1, 1882, being a be 
of about eleven months, viz: 

RECEIPTS OF LIBRARY COMMIS8SION 1881. 


Received from Treasurer of Board of Educa- 
tion, being balance to credi# Library Fund, 
Mebriaary’23Rviacsacteeevest son teee ace ceeneesste cose $3,190.17 
Received from County Treasurer for City’s 
proportion of fines and penalties in criminal 
courts, to June 2, for 1880 and ’81............... 6,370.36 
Received from City Treasurer, Library tax ’81, 15,170.24 
Received from City Treasurer on account of 


Library Building Fund, 1876, and prior....... 24.94 
Received from book fines and sales catalogues, 552.50 
Received from A Ives, Treasurer, interest on 

peat C08 saan ctersdangsrei be tstaergss aves edbacte ess . + 194.96 

— $25,503.17 

EXPENDITURES 
BOOKSieawrcsesas tees pastes tecabeneelouser sheet earn exe eee eee $2,756.84 
Periodicals and Newspapers.......0.:0.<ssssses seoves 159.55 
Bindingvand repairing bOOKS!tesesssssecee-teeeecees 453.70 
PMI GN see cwewapcgnch sccdsces coaecteer eae cece amare eae 71.00 
Postage and: Postal iCards:....s.sccsse--ceeecee cheese 65,00 
Gassille hoc sacsancnsemerss-ccercdeereeeter tes Beare ee eee 345.20 
(Wialer Plax: cans. srteccssectnateicce eeetae eer ecnenenee 12.50 
HUG L DINIBE sae noes sv eseteecoten ce eee tea ateoes ee eee 583.78 
- Furniture for reading department...............06. 132.00 
Pay roll Librarian and Assistants...../..........c6 4,514,88 
IRE PALTS. ces fee ieeeaeeeess sence cascess Meee ee ee 140.82 
MS UNAT. COS socetauacesscseeeneederhe ses e-eac Romeo 182.50 
Sundries — supplies, stationery, advertising, 

labor, tretghtyetc.se: avcsececeree tesa eeee ene 183.31 

aaa 9,601.58 

Balance on hand January 1, 1882.......... $12,901.51 


A. CHESEBROUGH, Secretary, 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


The following is a summary of the report of Henry Gill- 
man, Librarian: 


‘Number of Volumes in Library, December 31, 1880..... ........ 40,496 
PCIe CuO ys) UPON ASE: ITM SET veayocta mice asteceeeetcee rine. ces cectecuses sacs 1,749 
Added by gilt; exclusive of pamphlets.c<...c.c.0c.ccccceece soocecees 294 
42,539 

NCI WET Ol DOCKS LOSp IRL SSl races cceev ces cc -cae ees <ceeeretcns ae 36 

Number of volumes: wOrk: QUticc.ce7--ssssies Getcsacescheceezcasene 90 
: — 12% 
Whole number of volumes, December 31, 1881..... 42,413 


The Library has been open for the issuing and consulting 
of books three hundred and three days during the year. 

The number of books issued for home use from the Library 
on cards, by actual count, was 116,932. 

The greatest number of books drawn in any one day was 
(on Saturday February 26) 940; and the least number was 
(on Thursday August 4) 205; the number consulted in the 
Library during the year, including those read in the serial 
reading department, being 15,274. This latter department 
was not opened to the public in that portion of the Library 
devoted to the purpose till the latter part of August ; nor had 
ail our periodicals reached us till even later. 

The number of patrons on the register is 12,757. Of these 
1,358 were added during the past year. 

~The number of cards lost during the year was 882. 

A book binder was employed at the Library repairing 
books fifty three and one-half days. The following is a state- 
ment of the binding and repairing done within the Library 
and at the bindery: 
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Number of volumes repaired at the Library..........cc0seeeeee 3,981 
Number of volumes re-sewed at the bindery............42+-seeeeeere 9 
Number of volumes re-Dound............0..cesececsseceee cocceceseceeeeeens 308 
Number of volumes in paper DouN...........0..ceseereee eneeeewee voeeee 319 


During the last two years there has been a falling off in 
the circulation of books. A consultation of the statistics 
given in the reports of other libraries reveals a similar de- 
crease in the circulation of nearly every library in the United 
States during the past two or three years. 


Classification. Vols. issued. Per cent. 

een Arts andi SClen CON ascr-ceeeme-aeceseaeacecvseeceecsieccees 4,518 3.9 
2. History, Biography and Travel...................06 10,726 9.2 
Be PACH Olds. Soca.neceske tesa tages tineen ene snotee snus eacteceeet 73,712 63.0 
4,“ SUVenile Literabunes.srvecsteseseraacotesaccser cece 18,395 11.4 
bye Poetry arid Dram aiscssss.cc cess ere cowecd set cae -cacsoass 2,174 i183) 
6. Theology, Philosophy and Sociology............. 2,985 2.5 
7. Philology and Miscellaneous......................-6 3,497 3.0 
Sie German aids remeh ie scccsetessceestenecceceeseeeeecee | 5,925 6.1 
UO GAS: cae atcaneiete osu scmeostorestsccceceueecetec es teeaee 116,933 100.0 


From the imperfect manner in which the statistics of the 
Library were formerly kept, we are unfortunately unable to 
give any very accurate comparisons in many directions which 
would be exceedingly interesting. 


SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


Board of Commissioners 


OF THE 


PIGS Si gee imde te ene 


OF THE 


CITY OF DETROIT, 


FOR THE YEAR 1882. 


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 


OF THE 


PusLic LIBRARY OF DETROIT. 


Members. Address. Term Expires. 
OW AD: AW TLRS sles ae Riecle eve dea Moet odie ee sel auiers aiteveleerslecle oistalte eoters dee Memieeeieeetete 
BVT) BARBOUR. y.ceeseseseores 15 Bank Block...t.<--sssexseuenes ec 884 
ALFRED CHESEBROUGH......... Foot of Second Street......... ae bototo 
Gro. V..N. Lorrop........... 17 McMillan Building......... 5 18865 
JAMES V. CAMPBELL............ 20 Bank Chambers............. Ae ailistsi//- 
ALEXANDER LEWIS..........-..-- 46 Woodbridge St. West... “ 1888. 
Herman KIerer...............-.02 Gratiot Avenue............. “) 1889) 
Cartos EH. WARNER .........-+6 Ex officio. 


OFFICERS OF THE LIBRARY COMMISSION 1882. 


JAMES: V. CAMPBELL..0....s0005 se0000 eat osoeeeis eeshcpemirannee Seen President. 
ALERED \ CHESEBROUGH 5 5ccestenon saves csussend dot een eee Secretary. 
ALBERT clVES, (02 Off0C10 Grace sues canentccocetaneccac eben eee eer eee meee Treasurer. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


ALEXANDER LEWIS. HERMAN KIermr. 


COMMITTEE ON PURCHASE OF BOOKS. 
JAMES V. CAMPBELL. Levi L. Barzour. 
AND THE LIBRARIAN, 


LTBRAREAIN A gra naeeeteelcenerscesersestere ROC eH ONOOOHE teeeeeene Henry GILLMAN. 
ASSISTANT JLIBRARIA Nivasevcccoss covet tteattieneeet eee Lucian B. Gitmore, 


* Deceased March, 1882, and Levi L. Barbour appointed to fill vacancy. 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 


To the Board of Education : 

GENTLEMEN—The Library Commission has little to report 
in regard to its methods of proceeding beyond what appeared 
in its last report. 

The year has been.marked by one melancholy loss which 
your honorable body has already felt and appreciated. — Col. 
William D. Wilkins, one of our original members and form- 
erly one of the most active and intelligent members of your 
Board, was taken away from us very suddenly. He had been 
much relied on to keep our Commission fully advised of the 
conditions and wants of the various departments of the 
library. From his old familiarity with it, and his ability to 
devote much leisure to inspecting its operations, as well as 
from his great acquaintance with books and libraries at home 
and abroad, he made himself very useful. We need not dwell 
on his personal and official characteristics, which are known 
to you. An inhabitant of our city from his childhood, he felt 
much pride in the prosperity of all its concerns, and has been 
active and successful in furthering all of its more endur- 
ing interests. His distinguished military services and his 
extensive foreign travel had given him a broad culture and 
large knowledge of men and affairs, which made him a judi- 
cious counsellor. His admirable and genial disposition en- 
deared him to all who had the pleasure and advantage of his 
co-operation. We deplore his death as a personal affliction 
to all of us, anda loss to our whole community. 

During the past year we have completed another gallery 
around the library building, which will furnish accommoda- 
tion for a large number of books. We have also enlarged the 
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spaces occupied by works of reference and made some desira- 
ble improvements in aid of facilities for consultation by 
authors and scholars. With our present arrangements, as the 
building now exists, these cannot be made quite as complete 
as we desire, but we are not at present able to make such ad- 
ditions to the building as are desirable, and as will ultimately 
be necessary. 

We have made preparation for devoting a part of the base- 
ment, which is dry and safe, to the reception and care of such 
manuscript and other historical material as may be given or 
entrusted to our care; and we desire as far as possible to 
facilitate the preservation of the very valuable material which 
is now scattered and in danger of loss, which relates to our 
history and to scientific and intellectual interests. We expect 
to be able to preserve all such material from loss by fire 
or other casualties. 

During this year the Detroit Young Men’s Society has ter- 
minated its long and useful existence as a centre of intelli- 
gence and culture. That society when the city was smaller 
was a very potent influence for good in bringing our citizens 
together for the advancement of all branches of knowledge. 
It numbered among its members a majority of the most en- 
lightened and energetic members of every department of busi- 
ness and industry, as well as of those especially devoted to 
learning and intellectual pursuits. Its influence was whole- 
some and far reaching. We were enabled to obtain by pur- 
chase at very low rates a considerable number of books from 
its library, and after paying off the debts and obligations of 
the corporation, the society very generously gave us not only 
a large amount of books and documents remaining unsold, 
but also sold us at a nominal sum, which did not change the 
essential character of a gift, a large series of newspapers bound 
and unbound, and a number of portraits of historical value rep- 
resenting former members and presidents of the society, some 
of whom were men of extended fame and eminence. 

They also gave us an expensive and valuable marble bust 
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of our eminent deceased fellow citizen, Lewis Cass, which is 
an admirable likeness and a fine work of art. These gifts 
have already produced results in stimulating others to aid us 
in forming a portrait gallery of persons who have been iden- 
tified with our history. We have reason to look for valuable 
additions to our pictures, which will at some future day, as we 
trust, make up a fine collection. 

We have also added, from time to time, to the collection of 
books and periodicals a large number of valuable works. We 
have endeavored, with due regard to the importance and in- 
terest of the circulating quality of our books, to keep in mind 
the importance of having such accessions as will also be of 
permanent value. We have been able to carry out a proposed 
plan of our predecessors by obtaining a choice collection of 
German books, as well as books in other modern languages, 
which has not, however, been allowed to interfere with the 
principal purposes of a good English library. 

We have made some changes in the manner of heating and 
ventilation which will, as we are assured, conduce to both 
economy and comfort. 

We append such further reports and information as appear 
desirable. 

JAMES V. CAMPBELL, 
President. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 


To the Commissioners of the Detroit Public Library : 


The Secretary herewith presents the annual financial re- 
port, showing the receipts and expenditures for the year 1882, 


as follows, viz: 


RECEIPTS. 
January 1. Balance one lan deanceamne ety let euee $15,701.59 
December 30. Received from taxes, levy of 1881, $ 1,293.58 
&“ 30. ge ce eS cs 1882, 16,064.60 
re 30. S from County Treasurer, 5,826.38 
ee 30. a “Library fines and 
sales catalogues......... 525.83 
“ 30. from A. Ives, Treasurer, 
INUGORCStecpvse--no-adeedee es 337.32 
—_—— $24,047.71 
$39,949.30 
EXPENDITURES. 
December 30. Paid for purchases of books........ $3,895.18 
Pe periodicals and papers... 172.56 
s binding and repairing.... 692.71 
4 postal cards and postage, 51.00 
4 printing cards and slips, 110.94 
ef DOB a. pesca nce cane Racevenesteee 492.75 
as WALEr take. sine wane: 37.50 
ue fuel, $525.00 ; 24.55........ 549.55 
wy new gallery, $7,385; $100 | 7,485.00 
us HUANUCULC) otse scene eeeracetees 269.90 
a pay-roll Lib. and ass’ts... 5,901.68 
ue MEDALS ccee seve estas arene siete 138.78 
e extra catalogue slips...... 116.90 
Hy SHALLOMOLYs.ces-ceeteee sere 70.06 


sundry expenses, cart- 

age, supplies, freight, 

ClCiensnceed ers ececeouneveee 1538.34 
——— $20,137.95 


Amount on deposit with Treasurer, Dec. 30,1882, $19,811.45 
A. CHESKBROUGH, Secretary. 


KEPOKT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


Following is a summary of report of Henry Gillman, 
Librarian : 


Number of volumes in Library, Dec. 31, 1881............... 42,413 


LOME Cs DY APUECN ASG IM LOO 2 emctsecadasarecclosteedvecsesdeaen tects 3,547 
Added by gift, exclusive of pamphlets....................000 4,863 
Poo COnsId cred: lOsbs TELUTME Gisercc.csedsseewaceteusceseeseec eee 1 
Total number of volumes added during the year.... 8,411 
50,824 
Number.of volumes lost in 1882..............sc0.0cce0. yiortaes 80 
Numaber Of VOlmmes WO Ot trcsncnssestt ocetenurecese orsecoe 2 140 
—-—— 220 
Whole number of volumes in Library, Dec. 31, 1882, 50,605 


The Library has been open for the issuing and consulting 
of books two hundred and eighty-two days during the year. 

The number of books issued for home use from the Library, 
on cards, by actual count, was 102,610. The greatest number 
of books drawn in any one day was (on March 11) 722; the 
least number being (on August 30) 178. The number con- 
sulted within the Library, during the year, was 31,428, of 
which 20,996 were periodicals in the serial reading depart- 
ment. 

The beneficiaries on the register at the present date are in 
number 13,839. Of these 1,082 were added during the past 
year, of whom 571 are males and 511 females. , 

The 140 volumes of books worn out from use may be classi- 
fied as follows; 138 belong to novels and juvenile fiction ; 1 
volume to periodicals, and one to poetry. 

The following is a statement of the repairs to books made 
within the Library, as well as the binding done: 
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Number of volumes repaired at the Library 
Number of volumes re-sewed at the bindery 
Number of volumes re-bound 
Number of volumes in paper bound 


COP ST See Ore Oe NO. 
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A book binder was employed at the Library ninety and 
one-fourth days. 


Total number of volumes repaired and re-bound......... 


CIRCULATION 1882. 


Classification. Vols. issued. 

Arts Sand) Scien Gesire.ccstrrarcec-asosase case e rates 4,028 
History, Biography and Travel.................. 10,921 
FP CH OM 5.50 5.<cnatissgintengs oot testaine setae es onan eteeieetoe 62,675 
JUVeNileyiLeravUre estecee.sc-s-echeaeseesceteeen 10,432 
Poetry and Dram aiecrececcnteerscesesceceeeteces steers 2,159 
Theology, Philosophy and Sociology.......... halal 
Philosophy and Miscellaneous ................. 3,494 
German and Prenchecccce csecsrece eeeaceertecees 5,730 

otal. oMit cid cispaieeadeteuaecsuscant codes ames 102,610 


seer esesoeeeeecees sees 


see eecccccersrese sere 


seeee 


ne eee ee eee sees e ew see esses eesesseesessesre 


teen see Seeeees cecees seoeeeaee veseee 


Per cent. 
3.926 
10.643 


- 61.081 


10,167 
2.104 
3.090 
3,405 
5,584 


100.000 


THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


Board of Commissioners 


OF THE 


mcs ieiC eB IAsinag 


OF THE 


CITY OF DETROIT, 


FOR THE YEAR 18883. 


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 


OF THE 


Pus.tic LIBRARY OF DETROIT. 


Members. Address. Term Expires. 
ALFRED CHESEBROUGH......... Foot of Second Street......... Jan. 1, 1885. 
Guo. V. N. LOTHROP........... 17 McMillan Building......... 2 SSShr 
JAMES V. CAMPBELL............ 20 Bank Chambers............. ASS ie 
ALEXANDER LEWIS.............-. 46 Woodbridge St. West..... “* 1888. 
Herman Kierer*...............52 Gratiot Avenue.............. =) L8895 
Dany ton BAR BOUR.sesee:eneee 1S Bank sBlOCkKs eeeentossceeeee “isso: 
Caros Ii. WARNER ............ 21 Moffat Building=................. Ex officio. 


OFFICERS. OF THE LIBRARY COMMISSION 1888. 


JAMES. Vi CAMPBELL. c0ce-tle deste ores aeeuaeatee peeceeneeies peter ome ae President. 
& 

ALFRED | CHESEBROU GH sce cck cate oligeervaesecsoeemeone neste Ree ree Secretary. 

ALBERT -LYHS, CLO UClOsscetovsicssecors acess oon eeacere ene eee Reems Treasurer. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


ALEXANDER LEwIs. HERMAN Kierer. Maaenus Burzeu. 


COMMITTEE ON PURCHASE OF BOOKS. 


JAMES V. CAMPBELL. Levi L. Barpour. 
AND THE LIBRARIAN. 


INDIR ATREAIN, scsecestieon'estscntenueteeedic mreNoren ie iene area Henry GILLMAN. 
ASSISTANT MUL BRA RIAN rerceecceccteeeettare aren een Luctan B. Ginmore. 


* Dr. Kiefer resigned during the summer of this year and Magnus Butzel was 
appointed to fill the vacancy. 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 


To the Board of Education : 

GENTLEMEN—The Library Commission have very few mat- 
ters requiring to be specially reported for the past year, be- 
yond the details of the Librarian’s annual statement. Addi- 
tions to the books are steadily made and further facilities have 
been provided, as far as possible, for the accommodation of 
readers and the public. During the year the large collection 
of newspapers, which has assumed importance as containing 
~materials of history, has been commodiously arranged and 
placed. in secure but accessible cases. The reference de- 
partment has been enlarged and the rooms containing works 
of this kind have been extended on the main floor of the 
library, so as to be quite convenient. 

Considerable additions have been made to meet the wants 
of persons engaged in such industries as are more or less aided 
by artistic designs and illustrations. We are constantly re- 
minded in various ways of the great increase of all kinds of 
industrial work in our city and its vicinity, and we have en- 
deavored to make provision which will need constant enlarg- 
ment to meet the demands of those who desire to be ac- 
quainted with the new applications of science to the differ- 
ent industries as they are developed. Detroit is becoming a 
prosperous centre for many important branches of enter- 
prise. 

The Art Loan Exhibition which was so successfully con- 
ducted in this city during the past autumn created an in- 
creased interest, not only in matters directly pertaining to 
art, but in other directions, including especially literature 
and history. We have some reason to anticipate advantage 
from the interest so excited, in future additions to our own 
collections of pictures and other artistic possessions. 
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We are desirous, as our means will permit, of so enlarging 
our building as to enable us to keep in security and display 
more satisfactorily such valuable articles as we have no pres- 
ent room to exhibit and no entirely safe place for keeping at 
all. We have been from the first hampered in our work by 
having no provision "whatever for separate apartments for 
any purpose whatever, inasmuch as all of the work of 
librarian and committees has to be done in the same open 
room devoted to the general purposes of the library. 

We propose during the next year, if possible, to make an 
extension in the rear of our present building to accommodate 
the reading room, some business rooms and apartments for 
manuscript and other proper collections, not now adequately 
provided for. As we do not deem it within our proper duty 
to incur any debts, we can only expend for this purpose such 
means as we have set apart for that object. The time is not 
very distant when we may be obliged to enlarge our space for 
_ the storage of books, and the need of better accommodation 
for our reading room is already pressing, so that we would not 
be justified in postponing action for that purpose beyond 
such delay as is unavoidable. 

An important change has been made in extending the hours 
of keeping the library open. Under our new arrangement 
the library is kept open from nine in the morning until nine 
at night. This has made it necessary to somewhat increase 
the working force of assistants, and to arrange their times of 
attendance at different parts of the day in proper rotation. 
Attention has also been given to increasing the facilities for 
distributing books so as to prevent unnecessary delays in ob- 
taining them. 

It has been found expedient to have examinations of can- 
didates for positions in the library upon such topics as will 
best indicate their intelligence and their fitness for the special 
work required of them in the library. The committee who 
took charge of the examination work prepared a list of ques- 
tions to be answered in writing in their presence, which coy- 
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ered such matters as were deemed important in determining 
the general knowledge, and educational standing and prac- 
tical knowledge and experience of the applicants, without 
dwelling on such irrelevant and out-of-the-way subjects as have 
sometimes been made ground of objection to examinations 
for service. The examinations were rationally and fairly con- 
ducted, and the result appears to be satisfactory. 

The details of the annual business and of the library man- 
agement will appear in the various statements and reports 


appended. 
JAMES V. CAMPBELL, 


President. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 


To the Commissioners of the etroit Public Library: 

The Secretary has the honor to report the following state- 
ment of receipt and expenditures on account of the Public 
Library for the year 1883: 


RECEIPTS. 
Balance on handwamy dy US83 c.ncceve tosses ste seleesniee $19,811.45 
Received from taxes, levy 1881...............00s:se0eses $ 1.15 ’ 
a i i) erty bids 188i ett. decarccdeers 133.49 
es of USSD soctethw swe cueds na stee Seuweese 1,153.70 
se : #5 | TASES teste ease bate aneenecs ovestheier 17,484.73 
- County Treas., fines and penalties, 1883 5,115.00 
os Library fines and sales catalogues........ 359.79 
ss B. Westerman, rebate on books.......... 1.50 
oe A. Ives, Tre:s., interest on balances... - 575.10 
———§\— $24,824.46 
$44,635.91 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
BOOKS ..scsccneanosie ane Hid se ocusisieh oictes Mp evaeoe sey oeeeoscehe $ 3,757.07 
Periodicals and. pa persirs concn desnscees meee eaeacencers 194.73 
Bin dine ham ep aN en cce me certent nese teees pee cece 706.31 
Postalicardsjand postacecce. saea-.ccetesturecees eee eee 63.00 
Printing Card Ss. s.c.ctescasecetaces oes aitiosscooesaeceeat ee 6.00 
Printing catalogue DuUlleting:..-cscreseseeswesrs eer cerns 102.75 
(Gass, ceecarscheweasectss doneenlanco-tesevatieonrcaee rene eta eee 580.25 
fa fe) Ine BisGrocdioao naar spot cenit hseacrniscsasoncoccaceincaases 542.00 
W ater amd ce ste. scsncssoecsanccoee Some eeven eeaecente aenee 31.50 
Furniture, $374.40 due for 1882 ; $300 for 1883..... 674.40 
TEE IaH) liga ceaeanbocncarpouncodtooda acsebsn occ sonicasacsaaeton 6,382.34 
Sito) af: lg fae conn poon iden cndgensongvoosbiReenadbadccDsddan aocasodo 275.77 
Additional heating apparatus.........0....0.ccssssseees 367.25 
Statlomery cisaecrsoeras sede erse seep werc tate ete ener 45.29 
Sundries, labor, cartage, supplies, etc............00e0 107.18 
——-— $13,835.84 
Amount on deposit with Treasurer, Jan. 1, 1884...............+.. $30,800.07 
$44.635.91 


A. CHESEBROUGH, Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


Following is a summary of the report of Henry Gillman, 
Librarian : 


Number of volumes in library, Dec. 31, 1882..........cccceceesceeecens 50,605 
AAG OAH Y PULCHase:..qerseecceneeecreeann<crcavacne saber snde a ees ouekeoe 2,666 
CCE Ge D Wai lbsscecs sasyeche a pee ce dst eee uceeouue erSoeaeewcasee pe vteseunsaeee 453 
Books considered lost, Teturted., 5..cccysecc-secseeenenccs venseuieseees 18 

Number of volumes added during the year................ 3,137 

53,742 
Number of volumes lost during the year.................00e00s0 63 
Nin ber Of VOLUMES WORM, Obi: se;vssescasnde-veosteoncat een. cede 58 

——- _ 12] 

Total number of volumes in library, Dec. 1, 1883...........:... 53,631 


During the year the library has been open to the public for 
the consulting and issuing of books, two hundred and eighty- 
five days. 

The number of books issued for home use was 114,960 vol- 
umes. The greatest number drawn in any one day was (on 
Saturday, February 17,) 837; the least number being (on 
Wednesday, September 5,) 828 volumes. The works con- 
sulted within the library number 33,789, of which 20,475 were 
periodicals in the serial reading department. 

In order to comply with the formula for circulation adopted 
by the American Library Association, the following symmary 
of the issue of books is given: 


Number of volumes issucd for Home USC........scscseeesereseeeneeees 114,960 
Number of volumes delivered for reference.......6. seeccesevescenee 13,314 

Motel Cir culatOmys-sa.erestececwsdenctWercecls oceeansseats ssecaslesdeialsieacas 128,274 
Use of periodicals and neWSpapers......+secescees seers seeeee seeeeeees 20,475 


MG talutiserscodeneestesosscseceetess ourerteveacdacps= rsa eevicelestenesericosecesstes 148,740 
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The increase of 2,882 volumes of books consulted within 
the library, as shown by comparison with the number con- 
sulted last year, is gratifying, as these books belong, with few 
exceptions, to the more solid reading, being chiefly works of 
reference. 

The register at the close of the year contained the names of 
15,074 borrowers of books to whom cards had been issued. Of 
these, 1,235 were subscribers added during the year, of whom 
720 are males and 515 females. This as compared with the 
number of subscribers added during the previous year, shows 
an increase of 153. A large number of persons who frequent 
the reading room, and visit the library for the purpose of con- 
sultation, are not card-holders, have not entered their names 
on the register, and are, therefore, not included in the above 
enumeration. 


CIRCULATION 1883. 


Classification. Vols. issued. Per cent. 

1, Anis-vand-Selences sists. s:c i, vcsen ooce cacy estore eaten 4,922 4.28 
2. History, Biography and Travyel................0. (12,531 10.90 
Be BAGH OW crop cozecces te rgaevresees seco Mises Semen em eeeeee 70,239 61.01 
A. Juvenile Literatures .s..cccotacch co-ctcosteeteresacesere 11,818 10.27 
Os, Poetryvand Draittatius:.ccecscssseeheree ee secerts dere 2,213 1.93 
6. Theology, Philosophy and Sociology............. 3,696 3.32 
7. Philology and Miscellaneous.............sscceeee0s 4,094 3.56 
8.) (Germanranid MrenchGaictsac-21 eee ce eee 5,447 4.73 
ANG) EF eoroctiopon Cceeoaact a saascceocdoneseo caatiacasenetene ets 114,960 100.00 


On November 24, the hours during which the Library re- 
mains open daily was extended. These are now from nine 
o’clock in the morning until nine in the evening. 


FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


Board of Commissioners 


OF THE 


ACHE MEG ME Pete seNeric 


OF THE 


CiTY OF DETROIT, 


FOR THE YEAR 1884. 


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 


OF THE 


Pusytic LIBRARY OF DETROIT. 


Members. Address. Term Expires. 
ALFRED CHESEBROUGH......... Foot of Second Street......... Jan. 1, 1885. 
Gro, V. N. LotHrop........... 17 MeMillan Building Sadecse PP ELSSbe 
JAMES V. CAMPBELL............ 20 Bank Chambers............. oe Le Ste 
ALEXANDER LEWIS.............++ 46 Woodbridge St. West.... “ 1888. 
MaGnus Burzel...............-..406 Woodward Avenue....... eS aLSss! 
Eyl i WBARBOURacsccecseeeaens Te amnike Bl OckKeen. ceseceeneencees “c - 1890. 


Os WALKER Greessacteuredostees Zl Moat Building. scon.-crsyesseeye Ex officio. 


_OFFICERS OF THE LIBRARY COMMISSION 1884. 


JAMES V. CAMPBELL.........0.c0000 fas ase cogabnas che case aeenreacteetere acer President. 
ATEXANDER IUBWIS) auiesesiigtens ver seeceetccrs nie oeateen tee eeeete ts Vice-President. 
AT FRED CHESEBROUGED sa. .cicceoatssceeeneaioecuateeesee eeree eee nome eeee Secretary. 
ATBERT A VES, 62, OffiC10, arses -assnces orc tesee nc eee mee ee Treasurer. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


ALEXANDER LEwIs. Magnus Burzeu. 


COMMITTEE ON PURCHASE OF BOOKS. 


JAMES V. CAMPBELL. Levi L. Barzsour. 


AND THE LIBRARIAN, 


TTBRA RIAN 5.4 proeu ses avsetacey Go tteren neste eck ee omeeee Henry GILLMAN. 
ASSISTANT ILTBRARTANG Sts. .sce teh eee ooee eee ee Lucian B, Gitmors, 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 


To the Board of Education of the City of Detroit : 
GENTLEMEN—The Library Commission have very little to 
report beyond the statistical information which is contained in 
the Librarian’s annual statement. Additions are made from 
time to time to the books on the various departments of 
knowledge, and the changes now going on in the enlargement 
of our facilities will enable us to add considerably to the news 
and reading departments as well as to the gathering and pres- 
ervation of historical and other material for which the ordi- 
nary means of deposits have heretofore been inadequate. The 
plan of the library building, as originally carried out, while it 
gives means for increasing very largely the shelving and 
other apparatus for the circulating department, which is the 
principal one in such a library as ours, left no adequate room 
for reading facilities, especially for periodical literature and 
news, and provided no room whatever for any purpose except 
what was open to passage and interruption. We have been 
able now to arrange for the extension of the main building by 
an addition in the rear of about 50 by 60 feet, in which pro- 
vision will be made at once for a large reading room and sev- 
eral smaller business and reference rooms on the same floor, 
and for a commodious and extensive apartment beneath the 
reading room prepared with special reference to dryness and 
security against fire and dangers of all kinds, for the preser- 
vation of manuscripts and such other articles of rarity and 
-importance as would be most difficult to replace. We have 
‘had it in view from the beginning of our work to make special 
efforts to secure the floating historical material which is now 
mostly in private hands, and which will be to a large extent 
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entrusted to the custody of a responsible keeper as soon 
as it can be known that it will be in a place safe from 
accident and spoliation. There are some collections already 
made which we have every reason to believe will before long 
be placed in our hands, and there are many persons who 
have a few or single articles that will come to the same desti- 
nation. It is not our purpose to invite the accumulation of 
mere bric-a-brac and curiosities. But papers and documents 
and other articles not easily classified, which have an intrin- 
sic value as illustrating history, general and local, and are of 
permanent as well as antiquarian importance, are daily perish- 
ing or passing away from this neighborhood, and are thus 
becoming practically lost. The importance of saving these 
things was early urged upon our attention, and we have kept 
it in mind until now we have our plans made with direct ref- 
erence to it. Finding that it would be cheaper and better to 
build two stories now than to raise the height of the building 
-hereafter, we have for the present left the upper story mostly 
unpartitioned, so that until further subdivision is needed, it 
may be used for such collections or auxiliary purposes as are 
most convenient. The necessary arrangements for increased 
means of heating and lighting are made to be completed with 
the building, which will be ready for full occupancy early next 
fall. 

The residence of our former colleague, Dr. Herman 
Kiefer, at Stettin, in Germany, where he has distinguished 
himself by his valuable researches and communications on 
commercial and industrial subjects, which have received flat- 
tering appreciation from our Government, has enabled us to 
avail ourselves of his kindness in the selection and purchase of 
such books and other library material as can be procured 
most advantageously inGermany. Dr. Kiefer has very gen- 
erously offered to serve us in procuring what we may desire 
to get in that region, and his extensive acquirements and ex- 
cellent business judgment will aid us materially not only in 
procuring very desirable material, but also in doing this at a 


REPORT OF 1884 57 


great pecuniary saving. He has always shown a lively inter- 
est in the prosperity of the library. 

We have had arranged and made accessible the very con- 
siderable number of old journals published here and else- 
where, which we have obtained from time to time, the largest 
number having been procured at the dissolution of the De- 
troit Young Men’s Society. The collection and preservation 
of files of newspapers is recognized as of much importance, 
and we look to the increase of our stores of these as ex- 
tremely desirable. 

The experience of other libraries, as well as our own, is be- 
coming more and more valuable in correcting errors as well 
as in pointing out desirable changes and additions, and it is 
our wish to make such improvements as from time to time 
appear worthy of adoption. 

We refer to the appended documents for further informa- 
tion in details. 

The retirement of our colleague, Mr. Chesebrough, who has 
acted as Secretary since our organization, and has been un- 
wearied in his attention to the interests of the library, renders 
it proper to put upon record our appreciation of his valuable 


services. . 
JAMES V. CAMPBELL, 


President. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 


To the Commissioners of the Detroit Public Library : 


The Secretary has the honor to report the following state- 
ment of receipts and expenditures, on account of the Public 


Library for the year 1884: 


— $26,712.40 


$57,512.47 


RECEIPTS, 
Balanceronshand: Janay Pel SSaeecncesctesascsecnseese wiseseeeerince cocenee $30,800.07 
Received from taxes, levy 1882...............0060020 204.72 
z & e M SASS Bivscecncvestodecsteasuase 1,193.74 
ce as ee of US G4: cigs toaeas weeesoseee 19,508.62 
G: County Treas., fines, &c., June, 1884... 4,327.49 
oe from library fines and sales catalogues, 513.75 
es “ A Ives, Treas., int. on balances... 964.08 
& 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Book gyi isvis seescoctea beeetennttacnthacseeateatecesesveakee ieeees $ 4,043.50 
Periodicals and NewWSpapers ......--ecesecrcoveer sessenees 237.17 
Binding and repairimg, POOKS.2c...-n-ceeceosavesescerees 713.09 
Postalvcardsjand! postage .j..n...ncuecctiseeecsecncesteeete 60.00 
Printing so Ostalicards, KC. nsasseeraseeeeeteeeeeeeeee 6.50 
DPRIM EIN SI PSs coc acescteccersessrecse cone eee eeeee eeeeeee eee 84.25 
Printing rules and regulations........ Saale s saneceaes 84.75 
Printing’ bulletin catalopies.c.-.-..ss-sccevescsceteenes 59.05 
Coal, $575.30 ; weighing same, $11.................c00 586.30 
Gas) $964 sioas regulator, B75... ....casccccetyececsoereeee 1.039.00 
Hire AN SUTAMCes. svaerwnes ass ene es pracmunles soles reese aare eee 263.00 
Water tax and 1ce.....0sasceses cass cm eese eateries 19.67 
BAPEMICULS: a tatheagestseyenst or atesesayfeeuseeesedtees coeteesceaee 31.00 
Pay roll, Librarian and Assistants...........0s0ssceeee 7,118.83 
Pay roll, extra assistamts..ccc.c. si.s.0.sccderendsteanece 266.75 
FREPALEB sc rssap srotayrerseseeteeneethyne segs Aenean eee ena 358.24 
Stationery: icois cess’. cates stecacrumees teen cuien cemee ene eee 52.97 


Sundries, labor, cartage, freight. supplies, etc..... 98.55 
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Advertising for bids for coal, insurance, build- 


TID oy GUC eset ese ee eer caceciescs sense se caebesesnnsierss access $ 133.55 
W. G. Vinton & Co., on account contract for 
Moura ini tad Gaitloniesc-. crs sseeee ssencer=seeoeec-eeclereer 13,295.59 
Mason & Rice, architects, on account designs and 
superintendence of building addition......... 638.00 
——_—— 29,139.76 
Amount on deposit with A. Ives, Treasurer, Jan. 1, 1885.....628,372.71 
$57,512.47 


A. CHESEBROUGH, Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


Following is a summary of the report of Henry Gillman, 


Librarian : 
Number of volumes in Library, December 31, 1883...... .....-.. 53,621 
Number added by purchase in 1884..............eeseeeeeeeee 2,429 
Number added-by gift inl 1884.00. nooo secas cecesnneveresee 719 
Books considered lost, returned..................sescesseesee 12 
Number of volumes added during the year.............csceeeee seeeee 3,160 
Number of volumes lost during the year..............006 60 
Number Of svolumes WOrnOUt...s-- dees sates-teemaeeccers 53 
— 113 
Total number of volumes in Library, Dec. 31, 1884....... 56,668 


During this year, 1,346 subscribers were added to the reg- 
ister, of whom 731 are male and 615 female. As compared 
with the number of subscribers added during 1888, this is an 
increase of 111. The increase of last year over the preceding 
year was 153, which shows for the year just closed a slight 
falling of in the rate of growth. 

The Library has been open to the public for the consult- 
ing and issuing of books, three hundred and three days. 
During eight weeks in the months of July and August, the 
library was open on all secular days from 12 o’clock m. to 6 
o’clock Pp. m. (half time), excepting on Saturdays, when it was 
open till 9 o’clock in the evening. This was to enable the as- 
sistants to relieve each other in taking their vacations. For 
the remainder of the year it has been open each day, except- 
ing Sundays and holidays, from 9 4. m. until 9 P . 

The number of books issued for home use was 126,376, a 
daily average of 417 volumes, against 403 volumes, the daily 
average of the preceding year. The works consulted within 
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the building number 37,228, of which 25,506 were periodicals 
in the serial reading department. 
The following summary of the issue of books is given: 


Number of volumes for home use.......ccciciss seseee svssssvsssson sooees 126,376 
Number of volumes delivered for reference..........sseeesesesseeeeee 11,722 
ao baCIECH Level OMMePMeC eee. eee See ceo neces See nance saa ao ee TEE 138,098 
Use of periodicals and newspapers............ swans Sia dese vis oeeeeewe see 25,506 
DO CAIEUSO: ta ccdtenceerseseten coactcsedeisececos te sea ree ete cers es oa eo 163,604 


The total circulation in 1883 was 128,274, and the tolal use 
148,749, showing a marked increase in both instances in favor 
of the year just closed. 


CIRCULATION, 1884. 


Classification. Vols. issued. Per cent. 

PATE and, SCICTICESs s(n cc0loiescstee sssethseucd eee 5,380 4.27 
2. History, Biography and Travel...............0. 12,361 9.79 
Sam ECULOM tee dete tose cee dase save otlovcensemetebeesine essa 82,689 65.43 
ae Jevenile Literature. .wsssavseleoes ossecesseoddsone 9,837 7.76 
8. - Poetry and Dramar........... ssc0ses teoevrerrssecaous 2,064 1.63 
6. Theology, Philosophy and Sociology.......... 3,721 2.95 
7. Philosophy and Miscellaneous..............-... 4,256 3.37 
Bee Geri an ald ELEN 1..c-c1cees-sese0)soser-cesencecn 6,070 4,80 
MNS THEIE Reis ae nee eac ence 200 0beag aaacnoOnC: Gormucr tonnes 126,378 100.00 


The periodical reading room shows an increase in the num- 
ber of visitors as well as the number ofserials perused. The 
total number of magazines and newspapers read during the 
year just closed was 25,506, the readers numbering 20,139 ; 
of these, 18,123 were males, and 2,016 females. The preced- 
ing year the attendance reached 16,642 in number, 14,713 
being males, and 1,929 females. The total attendance the 
previous year (two years ago) was 16,225. 

The cramped quarters of the reading room, confined to the 
‘narrow limits in the south-west angle of the building, have 
doubtless prevented a more general use of this department. 

The new addition to the library building now approaching 
completion, and offering a spacious reading room and other 
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much needed accommodations will be hailed as a great relief 
from the existing condition which has been restrictive of ex- 
pansion in many directions. 

The volumes of books worn out and set aside as too dilapi- 
dated for circulation, number 53, nearly all belonging to fiction 
or juvenile works. The number of volumes withdrawn for a 
like cause the previous year was 58. 

A book-binder was employed at the library 48 days. 


Number of volumes repaired dit the La brary. aces ssc o'vese-2.+ciees-00) ge 
Number of volumes — sewed at the bindery...............+--s+eeeee ~ 42 
Number of volumes re-Downd)., 2.0.5... .2 10-000 sseees oovensenrisesescees 652 
Number of volumes in paper DOUNG.............-ccsecere ensensees senses 301 

Total number of vols. repaired, bound and re-bound........ 4,135 


Of the sixty books accounted lost, nine were stolen. On 
the morning of May 30, 1884, it was found that the library had 
been entered during the night, probably by forcing open one 
_ of the windows, and the nine volumes referred to, mostly rare 
works, stolen from one of the glass cases. A small sum of 
money was also taken at the same time from the cash 
drawer. 

The hours during which the library remains open to the 
public continue to be from nine o’clock in the morning until 
nine o’clock at night, the assistants relieving each other in 


regular order. This has entailed the necessity of extra assist- 
ants. 


FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


Board of Commissioners 


OF THE 


PUBLIC LIBRARY 


OF THE 


CITY OF DETROIT, 


FOR THE YEAR 1885. 


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 


OF THE 


PusLtic LIBRARY OF DETROIT. 


Members. Address. Term Expires. 
Gro. V. N. LotHrop*......... 17 McMillan Building......... Jan. 1, 1886. 
JAMES V. CAMPBELL............ 20 Bank Chambers............. Sy 188%2 
ALEXANDER LEWIS.............. 46 Woodbridge St. West..... “‘ 1888. 
MAGNUS BUTZEL..........00s000+- 406 Woodward Avenue....... “1889. 
LEVISL BARBOUR Gsescosseeresees 1b Banks Blocks. wreescssencces “1890. 
JOSEPH LAS (MIARSHC seceeceress 86 Larned Street West........ sor 
Gro.) GARTNER ceeesteusestees ees 18 'Campau! Building Ree... acsst Ex officio. 


OFFICERS OF THE LIBRARY COMMISSION 1888. 


JAMES: Ver CAMPBETdy aescent soccer, WG Se ka ee eer President. 
ADLEX ANDER an Wis ecceecsieecsse eee Mer ote eRe eee eee eects Vice-President. 
JOsmPH >A. MARSH S58 eecne soca cerete eae ene Secretary. 
ALBERT LVES, (CE 107UC10 aeescyeuea-corccns caveesenedace rennet CoRR eae Treasurer. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


ALEXANDER LEwIis. Maenus Burzet. 


COMMITTEE ON PURCHASE OF BOOKS. 


JaMEs VY. CAMPBELL. Lryi L. Barzpour. HeERBert Bowen. 
AND THE LIBRARIAN. 


LABRARTANS rioPovcrtonteeca teens thdasee <ecosessliceetd seeonees LENE: Ml WU atimnye 
SA SSISTANT “LABRARIAN ear cesscessacene tere cere eee Lucran B. Giumorz. 


* Mr. Lothrop resigned in April of this year and Herbert Bowen was appointed 
to fill the vacancy. 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 


To the Board of Education of Detroit : 

GENTLEMEN—The Library Commission, referring to the 
appended reports of the condition of the Library for more 
specific information, begs leave to make‘its annual report as 
follows: : 

In the general work of the library room there has been a 
satisfactory state of things among the various persons em- 
ployed, and it has been the endeavor of the Commission to 
make the Library as useful and complete as they can. Expe- 
rience develops more or less to be attended to, both in the way . 
of addition and of correction in methods. Upon the whole 
we think that we have reason to regard the Library as improv- 
ing both in merit and in appreciation. We considered it im- 
portant for the librarian to keep informed of the work, which 
is now being considerably systematized in the other large libra- 
ries of the United States and he accordingly was present at 
the convention of librarians held during the past season at 
Lake George, where there were many experienced and prac- 
tical men whose views upon several subjects of importance in 
the management of libraries have been deservedly regarded 
as valuable. Much can be learned from the comparison of 
plans and the exchange of ideas among such able representa- 
tives, and we hope that good results will come of it. 

We have made some desirable changes in the facilities for 
distributing and consulting books, which have been made 
practicable by the completion of the addition in the rear of 
the original building. Hertofore the reading room and all 

.the business arrangements have been conducted on the main 
floor of the Library, considerably curtailing needed faeilities 
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and occupying space for purposes which unavoidably im- 
paired the quiet of the room. The present reading room is 
entirely detached from the rest of the library, although con- 
nected with it by a rear entrance. Itis large and well lighted 
and very well adapted to all ofits purposes. We have no doubt 
it will be much more useful than we have ever been able to 
make it heretofore, and general satisfaction is expressed at 
the completion of the arrangement. In the upper story of 
the addition we have been fortunate enough to secure the de- 
posit of the valuable collections of the Scientific Association, 
the educational value of which is very highly regarded by those 
most experienced in public teaching. The collection is large 
and choice and will add very much to the attractions of the 
Library. We have also completed a basement room entirely 
dry as well as secure from fire, for the purpose of depositing 
in it valuable manuscripts and articles which cannot be du- 
plicated. We have much encouragement to expect that it 
will enable us to gather and preserve large quantities of mate- 
‘rial for history, for which there has been hitherto no safe 
place of deposit anywhere. ~ 
We have also received, to be kept separate, but open to 
access, the desirable collection of books which formed the Me- 
chanics’ Library. These books were chosen carefully, and 
the collection contains some rare as well as costly books and 
sets. We hope that in due time other collections may be 
placed in our hands. Other libraries, and especially the Pub- 
lic Library of Bost »n, have been presented with private col- 
lections ofscholars and public men, that frequently contain 
books and manuscripts entirely beyond the reach of pur- 
chasers, and valuable further for the sake of the donors. 
Such gifts are very much to be coveted. | 
When the Commission was organized, Mr. Henry Gillman 
was in charge as Librarian, and he continued to act in that 
capacity until the past summer, when he resigned his posi- 
tion, remaining, however, long enough to enable his successor 
to become familiar with his work. _ Upon the occurrence of 
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this vacancy Mr. Henry M. Utley, of Detroit, was selected to 
fill the office. Mr, Utley has shown an entire fitness for the 
position, and has been uncommonly ready in mastering his 
work and adapting matters to the changes which the new 
- arrangements in the building have made necessary. The 
work appears to go on quietly and pleasantly, and with satis- 
factory order and business method. 

The documents which are returned with this report will ex- 
hibit in more detail the condition of the library, in all mat- 
ters essential. 

JAMES V. CAMPBELL, 
President. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 


To the Honorable Commissioners of Detroit Public Library : 


Your Secretary respectfully reports the following statement 
of receipts and disbursements, on account of the Public Li- 
brary for the year 1885: 


RECEIPTS. 
Balance om band Jamel) Wi SSbseseaesseecciescesseessesseeteeceecmsenecent $28,372.71 
Received from city taxes, 1883 and prior............... $ 188.31 
ws W Oo ASBA adi. cosas cae ssectaenneceraseets ~ 96.53 
Ke ef tE4 0 “TSB eaucevesen ag sasccces sens wees 21,636.18 
———— $21,921.02 
¥ Mt County Treasurer, fines, &c........ 10,376.39 
- HS Library fines and sales of cata- 
LOSWES Nice. cpceus cence eee sees 020.36 
iE i. A. Ives, interest on balance in ' 
Weunwss ies caasectssteeenecccstontces 1,020.83 
— $11,917.58 
Ota. sceacwocenorsorttsnasacssstovescsteocesmeveeseser sc Sceacen tere taste $62,211.31 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Paid tor sbOOKSin.gccasetore neta eee cece eeeeeelee seeementecees . $4,632.24 
ee Periodical arssierewcccceeteeeten casio seiursstaenr 100.51 
‘ binding and repairing books................. 1,152.15 
g postalsiand Postage..-c-s.csscccoseseecccceseoees 65.00 
PUUNUING Piweiacs saceeteoneyeatacecca tres eeeee erences 199.55 
3) SUA OMOT Virecesescnsyeventcesereeteeseeeeceet eee 160.33 
ra HAVELLISING Sc coccssreten eas se oss ace Renee 33.76 
a COL. sitarenmanecessscoeecuessuch cccestee eae Be seeee eee 297.09 
(oF Besse o6 jo soo uaa eehcin, Scoeeedeenanccce Tavesteelneeues 1,198.20 
es water and ice s.arsccaetsec taser ee ee 56.25 
ss repairs to building........... openers ere » 789,35 
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aid for furniture, and fixturesv......cccsss- <..-ss0cs- $ 998.10 
a BALALIOS cores sesteveheseees se osbe cessestec sstves here 8,009.59 
ws SUMCTICS.ssencasaces. os Eascadesacesteeveceamiedeneee 203.10 
Paid to Vinton & Co., on contract, new addition 
DOS MND ERT Vit wecd accra yee se seaceo en cuecicusecasic en eeu 12,638.48 
Paid to Mason & Rice, architects, for superintend- 
SLICES Coe acan teres tasortatereees acne si ee sors ice ete .00 
289309, 70 


Cash on handatiay Losristrered< svete vecterrecneeseeetesee POO ORIOL 


J. A. MARSH, Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


Following is a summary of report of Henry M. Utley, 
Librarian : 

In August last the rules of the Library were so changed as 
to require all holders of readers’ cards whose cards were 
issued more than five years ago to sign the register anew, 
with their sureties,.and that hereafter a new registry should 
be required every five years. This rule applied to 11,440 
card holders, of whom 829 have since registered. 


Whole No. registered holders of readers’ Cards..........0+-sssesseeeee 13.561 
fase soem Ras Bh LOSS ccc teste ee cbc oea Meteaagarenee ree 3,090 
No, of old card holders re-registeted in 1885..........-..:sesceeseseeeees 829 
** “new readers registered in 1885..-..........00-c00s¢ecdersesseucee cet 2,261 
- a Hy 1 BB4..: saa tvslsssscscssataaacusseeeeesssaces 1,346 
Increase in 1855. .c.cccceconeven sacs duxscecsssce-teeeeceue notes meaner ee 915 


The Library was open for general use 306 days. The hours 
were from 9 a. M. to 9 P. M., except during the months of July 
and August, when they were 12 m. to 6 P. M., and on Satur- 
days 12 mM. to9P. M. 

The number of books consulted in the Library was 15,481 
against 11,722 in the preceding year. The number of books 


given out for home reading was 134,068, against 126,376 in 
the preceding year. 


No. of volumes for homereading...............0:cssscceseeoesess aseesssee 194,068 
ss i consulted in library a acicancee cone eee 15,481 

.. Lotal circulation of books, 1885.,\...peuc sere wees eee en 149,549 

es a # LBS4.2.cosauesenscccccasaueneee tee maeeeee 138,098 


TNGreases. ssi, ooeeesceeneecor en eee ats Spi dssten posses 11,451 
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The following statement shows the number and classifica- 
tion of the books withdrawn for home reading and the ratio 
which each class bears to the whole number: 


Classification. No. Books. Per cent. 
PNGTU CULT Or semet veers cee ctneecc tons saccectr ve nicters costecae. cae 422 .38 
PATANUIBE HAST seerosvenerewsncsoetsctso te sesetectel co oescceureteres 702 52 
ATi MIM Cram Gi USGL e.cseecoducasecocstcneeeeeoee«eeeocnes 1,867 139 
STO STAD avin ee he eanesmertes eta veo ak Vas case Boke oes 3,419 2.53 
1 ISU EUOh ols a Satara tare pact Sa. na Seo oCer Cee eae ene 86,943 64.84 
HE VEINC Lines sai tchecs sac wenmewton coe sence auae os sae ide gue deneteweawis 1,242 .92 
MTC TAULATIS pte e costed oduginared set ab ueieeee eaeaeibe sete sat Seserte aeceees 5.773 4.36 | 
MLISGOP free sop saccce ete cis «corse veeria tn nes ete <divasieascisaisia. 0; 299 4.69 
RUIN IME Grrecceeciesoacs sostcbii-bascedsassneacSewseas ook syrecaaces 9,574 “7.14 

Meethiterarure (General) -....sorcssecosseueocesesecuesontsss tees ee 2,314 1.52 
EVI CLUCUINO Wats ci32 csp goeeeaisssccisceSeas snes Capes ssercosacsuesesp es 802 62 
PGHIOMICALS (HOTA vases se tacteda telesed coswdartdvicat sn casive 1,939 1.44 
AO OO Vieec are tmoceecieee dncvose cosseeeeens cceetien linet nnactsteres 252 .30 
MM OSOp Myc .2 dane nece ses dens vole ceoveansinc ancseOoorsecsetencesens 774 64 
Ingetveyy Biel UREN Ni scc9 90 sb cosudcocccosgoednocucsoagucconsaedC 2,044 1.52 
SELEIAC Ore etea ens Leste ha eee sores Mase aae Seba odinac cc easuaeateaate 1,809 Teil 
SOSA case gecoaccdeBoscacus concogosnoocc0 capsaneads esee 1,532 1.14 
MISTS OR @euysmeme ete s eccesacsommnsesticeceiteacteens cone tencecceses 1,639 1.22 
Travel and Description............. Eaoteneaecraddseiscscneee 4,689 3.49 


The number of individuals who made use of the reading 
room during the year was 18,286. 


Total periodicals read............... Po dec raed oon se ccescanotse neeseat caer teste 22,284 
otal Mun DerrOimNOOKS TEAC nssderncsisedecrnedueneste vereria-=-tarerreccnceere 149,549 
Total use of library and reading room, 1885.........-...:.seeceereneee 171,833 
« «“ Cn Byk,' ane Rene me Bre D 163,604 
An@vease 1 OSocesereeseraecenenwamocerescterarede ore lacseenenasasces 8,229 


According to the best attainable information the library now 
- contains about 60,000 volumes, of which 3,345 were added in 
1885. Taking the figures printed in the last annual report as 
the basis, the following statement explains itself: 
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No. of volumes in library, Dec. 31, 1884...........2sccscsseseoses saveceoes 56,668 
43 oe added during the syearcescccs..-<scneeosenerercsstneaste 3,345 
60,013 

No. of volumes worn out during the -year...............csscessseccscenees 360 
59,653 


During the year there have been 2,593 volumes repaired in 
the library bindery at a cost of $103.75. Besides these there 
have been 14 volumes resewed and 1,782 volumebound. Of 
the latter, 883 were German books imported in paper and put 
into binding by our contractor. 
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FROM FINES AND FORFEITED*RECOGNIZANCES AND 


FROM DIRECT TAXATION. 


Fines. City Tax. 
Se wae, $ 3,187.29 notaries 
Shire seeie 4,210.28 AAs 
Fen oe 4,561.36 ee eee 
a 5,314.59 ae eee 
Sieve 2,163.50 eas ts 
ee 2,615.16 dataset ke 
Scat 12,962.72 ee ete 
Presale 12,220.29 aera tek 
seed, ees 5,839.71 are a 
nee 7,039.20 fs riekas. ats 
NCES I 10,151.23 Sava Gotteiet 
eed ass 8,508.98 *$37,662.83 
Sears. 6,434.00 *48,744.16 
te SEG 8,815.00 *28 231.98 
Seawiite? 6,163.24 *7 057.37 

6,129.20 *709.17 
Perec dec 2,908.72 *156.50 
pa tieats 3,405.13 *47.48 
eo eS 6,370.36 15,195.18 
NTR rade te: 5,826.38 17,358.18 
tee ta 5,115.00 18,773.07 
mae 4,327.49 20.907.08 
Rare e ie 10,376.39 21,921.02 
hina 5,550.00 24,863.01 


*Library building fund. 


Total. 

$ 3,187.29 
4,210.28 
4,561.36 
5,314.59 
2,163.50 
2,615.16 
12,962.72 
12,220.29 
5,839.71 
7,039.20 
10,151.23 
46,171.81 
55,178.16 
37,046.98 
13,220.61 
6,838.37 
3,065.22 
3,452,61 
21,565.54 
23,184.56 
23,888.07 
25,234.57 
32,297.41 
30,413,01 
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SUMMARY 


OF THE 


GROWTH AND USE OF THE LIBRARY. 


No. Volumes at Library Read’g Home Read’g Total use 

Year. end of year. during year. during year, dur’g year. 
SGD erekevcsevaccnesss SB SG4 ee i, Wished oP = chieeace 4,700 
NS GGs-ccusc steve scweses BODOG eaashle ~-! slower ae eae cesenes 15,000 
HSOTAY 5. cae 15 O20 tea | oeestl ae tie eestcssuals 30,000 
Tiel Sts Lisageebncoocdecus TSG 20 mereka! atta at we Mnouesaate 35,000 
TSGO A incessceeseosteeen EVDSGxttuck | avessdeseu- Os Se aeeenaees 40,000 
MS LO insee soamedees sence GVA) decree | Beeeseeses: 40,000 
BEM vocace eevee oewscee 21,161 7,200 45,600 52,800 
UNS TQ e.eee ase vscce see 22,115 9,200 98,000 107,200 
TB Taiavdeoscuesasensess 22,882 10,100 115,000 125,100 
OAs cceancucomeeensee 24,176 10,200 145,000 155,200 
S/O Revascccsl lasecasee 24,903 11,000 148 ,000 159,000 
UST Odeeterssscccessesee 33,604 11,500 148,000 159,500 
WOM pcvessseceectesess 37,703 12,000 150,000 162,000 
SUS eccss terre caiecet sc 39,045 15,000 184,200 199,200 
UO TO Sivect none ceeueus 40,358 15,000 185,500 200,500 
MSSOU Pewesunsiscssmsec. 40,496 12,000 113,585 125,585 
GBM weccceseieescseres 42,413 12,000 116,932 128,932 
SS OR eaataceyeactonset's 50,605 10,432 102,610 113,042 
WSS Grsesccusseseccnees 53,621 13,314 114,960 128,274 
US SAR cre ceatesaacut whys 56,668 11,722 126,376 138,098 
ABH Ge AGE. cece 59,653 15,481 134,068 149,549 
PESO eek tetas 70,550 19,669 147,616 167,285 


NorE—Prior to 1880 the statistics of the use of the library were estimated. The 
figures are given above as they were reported from year to year, but the accurate 
record which has since been kept makes evident the fact that the estimates were 


not very close. 


SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


Board of Commissioners 


OF THE 


PAG EEC ilelnvadeNe 


OF THE 


CITY OF DETROIT, 


FOR THE YEAR 1886. 


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 


OF THE 


Pus.tic LIBRARY OF DETROIT. 


Members. Address. Term Expires. 
JAMES V. CAMPBELL............ 20 Bank Chambers............. Jan, 2) 188ie 
ALEXANDER LEWIS.............+- 46 Woodbridge St. West... “ 1888. 
MAGNUS: BUTZBL....010+00cc0 0-50 406 Woodward Avenue....... “ f8895 
LE VinLeeB ARBOURec saaeeeeces 30 Bank Blockeeasnce meeese ae aL SOO 
JosmpE: A, WARSH css: 85 Larned Street West........ eS SON 
Hersert Bowkw.................00 Forest Avenue, West...... ‘“ 1892. 
Henry A. HARMoN.....-....... 46 Lafayette Ave............00. 0+ Ex officio. 


OFFICERS OF THE LIBRARY COMMISSION 1886. 


JAMES Vie CAMPB ED Deecd-octsceseeecece ee ae are cee President. 
SA TESA NID RS LU WLS! ie us siac note solea 4 cosecror anette eee ae reeeeae Vice-President. 
GORGE .S.\FLOSMER < douuses sarzcicsenian bsteee eee aire neem eae ees Secretary. 
ATBERT) EVES; (G0 OffsClOnmacseuc. ect ossiceeeteeeecce at erate as mene eee Treasurer. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


Maenus Butzeu. Henry A. Harmon. ALEXANDER LEwIs. 


COMMITTEE ON INTERNAL MANAGEMENT. 


Levi L. Barsour. GerorGE 8. Hosmer. Maenus Burze. 


COMMITTEE ON PURCHASE OF BOOKS. 


JAMES V. CAMPBELL. Grorce S. Hosmer. HERBERT Bowen. 
TLUBEAREAN, 00. <csuspeelsatesterr eesorser= seeeseereessseeseeeves MENRY M. Utnry. 
Assistant LIBRARIANS Luctan B. GiiMorz. 


SPOR weer eee eee se eeee eee eeeee sas 


Norman C. Perrys. 


* Mr. Marsh resigned in April of this year and George §, Hicaet was ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancy, 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 


To the Board of Education : 
The Library Commission report their affairs for the past 
year as follows: 


The Librarian’s report will show the details of the purchase 
and other acquisition of books and other articles and the dis- 
tribution and use of the books circulated. i 

The addition to the building put up in 1885 and 1886 was 
occupied early in 1886, and enabled the Commission to pro- 
vide for some very necessary matters that had thus far been 
omitted or imperfectly administered. The necessity of a 
more convenient reading room had long been fe!t and urged on 
the Commission by well defined public sentiment. It was im- 
possible to meet this want without adding to the library build- 
ing. Bearing this in mind, as well as the importance of 
avoiding debt, the Commission deemed it to be a duty to pro- 
vide by saving from its current funds what could be laid 
aside for building, and was enabled by great economy to put 
up and pay for the addition now completed in the rear 
of the main building. This contains a large and commod ous 
reading room, furnished with a good selection of journals and 
periodical literature, with comfortable seats and tables and 
adequate attendance. This has made necessary an addi- 
tional force of assistants and a large increase of expenditure, 
but the wisdom of the undertaking has been obvious from 
the beginning, and it is one of the best features of the Library. 
Removing the reading room and offices from the main build- 
ing has made it much easier to provide for the ready distri- 

, bution of books to applicants and for the convenient access 
to those most in demand, especially works of reference. There 
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is much less crowding and obstruction about the distributing 
counters and more rapid delivery in consequence. 

The collection of specimens and other articles of scientific 
value placed in the upper story of the rear building by the 
Scientific Association has proved a great attraction and is 
found to be of much service in the teaching of the Natural 
Sciences in our schools. 

The museum is one of large pecuniary as well as educa- 
tional importance, being well selected and extensive, and fur- 
nishes means of illustrating what cannot be adequately de- 
scribed in books, to which it is a potent auxiliary. ; 

We now have means for collecting and safely keeping man- 
uscripts and other similar articles which cannot be replaced 
if destroyed. The manuscript room is a large basement 
room, completely fire-proof, and finished with particular care 
to avoid dampness and mould. 

Documents will be safe in it from all the common dangers 
of destruction. 

The room already contains a considerable collection of ma- 
terial for local and general history, and it is the wish and 
purpose of the Commission to enlarge and complete it as far 
as possible, as has been done in the principal repositories else- 
where, by making the room a place of deposit for any valu- 
able material of that sort, whether given or left for permanent 
safe-keeping. It would be foreign to the purpose of the Com- 
mission to spend money, at least in considerable sums, for 
anything but what are strictly library purposes. But we 
are encouraged in the hope that this collection will become a 
most important one, and will be made by the action of pri- 
vate and associated donors one of the best features of the 
Library. Such collections cannot be used to much advantage 
without access to a large library, and each will materially aid 
the other in securing triendly interest and liberality. 

The book accommodations of the main building have be- 
come too small for the sufficient arrangement and deposit of 
the General Library. It will be necessary very soon to fill up 
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all the space which we possess with the additional tiers of 
shelving, which will require all the funds which can be pro- 
vided out of our current means. The necessary expenses are 
considerably increased by the increase of the Library itself and 
the extension of the time during which it is open. _ It is evi- 
dently but a question of time how soon the building will be- 
come too small, with all possible economy, to contain the 
yearly additions of books and library material. The original 
plan of the building, as contemplated when built, included 
much more space than was put within the present walls. It: 
is not desirable to expend any large sums for purely orna- 
mental architecture beyond what is necessary to make the 
building suitable for its purpose. But it will be necessary in 
a few years at most to provide for larger space, not only for 
the circulation department, but also for the more practical 
collections which will serve the uses of those engaged in sci- 
entific and industrial pursuits and purposes of direct utility. 
These works are expensive and it is desirable as far as possi- 
ble to keep them where they will be most conveniently ac- 
cessible to those who must consult them where they are. 

The Library has received many evidences of appreciation 
by donations and other indications of interest. Within the 
year it has been made the donee of some valuable works of 
art, including portraits of David Smart, Edmund A. Brush, 
and recently of Jacob M. Howard, so long the eminent Sena- 
tor from Michigan. All of these gentlemen were old citizens 
of Detroit and contributors to its growth and prosperity. 

The portrait gallery contains several desirable pictures and 
will become a valuable repository of memorials of persons 
identified with our institutions. 

The Librarian and his assistants have been diligent and 
faithful, and the condition of the library is steadily improving. 


JAMES V. CAMPBELL, 
President. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 


To the Commissioners of the Detroit Public Library: 


I submit herewith a statement of the receipts and dis- 
bursements on account of the Library Fund for the year 
1886: 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance onvhand Janz 1, S8bicecesce-eecccesstneenes $30,811.61 

City taxes, 1884 and prior..... .....0.-sesseeeee veeeee eee $ 188.85 

es He L885 oiveceaactaadvor ce ves tabendacncesnes see creeees 1,474.18 

os os TSS6 ccsevidi.casswan nt ao seas we noose eo otec eee 23,249.98 
$24,863.01 
County Treas., fines and penalties,..................+ Svaadtneueese 5,550.00 
A; Ives, ‘Treas: interestionhalamcesit.-+-ccseeqnqeeneeces ste steae 696.94 
Library fines......... fuddayaiwajas thaieesm ceive voetexeelae sh cable aeons scaaeeaees 553.34 
Sales of catalogues...........066 Magsi-'eais's Saieawred toast oft SeSaenine eae ores teeta 94.95 
Miscellaneousisonrcesy..c.ctcres-tR-cscosnesctecncentieceraaeee tees entecnes 14.60 
PotalTeceipts)ccccocestovscdsecaworswe cnt vceticeeseseme ero seater reeset $62,584.45 

DISBURSEMENTS. 


Balance on contract and extras, new building.....$ 7,981 27 
Mupmigure anc cfisxcbUnes co. cdusnerc-caceeke sient onetee eeere 5,500.94 
Repairs to heating apparatus, building and walks, 3,681.67 
BOOKS: secvesctesceoniastecss ssh uns cciet ance eacmasee ose eae eer LOO 


POViOGICAlS sos ces cae dee seseowes dane secaese escapee oan 640.08 
Binding and repair Olpockds.suesseesee eee 1,587.69 
Salaries of Librarian and assistants.................00. 9,318.66 

ee fireman and janitor service.............. 1,698.77 
Expense of making catalogue.........0.........0s0ece0 3,782.55 
Printing catalogue and bulletins........ ............... 962.05 
GAGE Si. a. sus scetoreen treeceeq cen teltsBeciee seceeeera te Renee 1,583.55 
CO dM ievcoeasetvasessaiuicusencts coasian crea uc eeo Renee eee eee 516.00 
Express and freight on DOOKS...........0.06 seessesee eee 206.84 
printing and advertising sieewcreceseses ese neeeeeee : 186.15 
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BIE AULON OPV oe ot or ai esters crass kegs seat ancvcebnwas rersnateetene $ 379.83 
IBOOLSUP POTTS AMGAStODA .te-cases-oeeeesesces-4a08, caresses 279.05 
IOBLE ZO stavcaaansy cose ccsasivecnatdsceescetcncevssdsbassUovesanets 92.40 
Miseellaneous supplies.............. newenanaveceenaasces 405.93 
TI SULAN Cotes atesectnts ae Taek ace actnk onan ease oeeeee on eee ess 387.00 
MEA DTATIAT Gy MUVCRUSUe a. | idoteccdntessteresartenncct.c ave caneat 100.00 
PPA VELAIS OXDCUSES sce sel nsecnease cisevetseeencceseoes 69.10 
On account of Scientific Association................06 311.40 

se Historical Society .<.ci..c6: c.csesseesciee 800.00 

Motal( disbursements... cacsw.csscccstestscees aes ccescccasecnesices $46,443.52 


BalanceronslandeDecwcles 1SOaeccseesncesrcasee cere cds $16,140.98 
GEO. S. HOSMER, Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


To the Commissioners of the Public Inbrary : 


The addition to the Library building, which was begun two 
years before, was completed and thrown open to the public 
on the first day of March, 1886. The total cost of this addi- 
tion was $34,953.34. This sum covers all extras, the services 
of architects, and steam heating, including two new boilers, 
which are used in part for heating the old building. There was 
expended also $4,778.16 for fixtures, furniture, cases for manu- 
scripts, books and newspapers, cabinets for the offices of the 
Board, etc. This building contains a public reading-room, as 
handsome and commodious as any in the country, a manu- 
script room, fire and damp proof, and specially fitted up for 
the arrangement and preservation of historical manuscripts © 
and valuable documents, a scientific museum, well lighted 
_ and already stored with a large fund of material illustrative 
of natural science and natural history; a conveniently ar- 
ranged bindery ; and, what has always been lacking, rooms 
for the use of the commissioners and offices for the librarian. 


THE READING ROOM 


As originally planned, the Library building provided a public 
reading room. But it was found that the cost of erect- 
ing the building, according to the plans would exceed the 
appropriation, and the entire front of the proposed struc- 
ture was omitted. This left no reading room. But a por- 
tion of the Library room was set apart, some three or four 
years ago, and.a few of the leading magazines and news- 
papers were subscribed for. Cramped and inconvenient as 
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these quarters were, there was an average of about a thous- 
and readers a month. 

The new room, specially designed and fitted up as a read- 
ing room, was opened on the first of March, and the list of 
periodicals was increased to one hundred and fifty-two, in- 
cluding daily newspapers from the chief cities of this country. 

The popular use of the room has fully justified the com- 
missioners in providing it. 

The number of readers has averaged upwards of 4,000 
monthly. 

The following are the statistics of the reading for the year, 
and in the new room since its opening: 


Months. Library Books. Periodicals 


MAMNILE Vises biases eres ees ette os cesses teem ra) et a soe 819 
IRS DEUATY patecsesecccrttsss oes isSseSteteycteeee oy eteecs 831 
IVEY C lattes eects vac esc ee sie ders stee conge vans 499 8,698 
PAE CW IPA UE hs Oks meee ubaattiineleSibhc sade 437 7,204 
UNE A Vebrewspatie. obscn das taimae eee cnisisales suavauccaeey 369 5,682 
PISULTLO eae aslo vein Seasosks veces sloslse ease eekeaions 210 5,139 
Mii liyceeecenne neue cemsteartae sens fa PaS Saar SOREE 144 3,881 
PATI OU SG avet cc nisteagareten sievceciver oessieen cet 211 4,307 
SEDLEMDEL,. fu: h css cesaeraveh os bes vai usles een 261 5,263 
OCROD ON eo newtatay scertonereesebenapnectesnense ute 209 5,523 
November......, Mi iies sos ees ett Setiees 339 6,368 
WECEMbety icSaicsnssccussstossse~ cmp eetbden se 405 6,886 

GGT espnsceoob@ osccber -Stdants Hecodoaep 3,084 60,601 


There are no restrictions upon readers. The room is open 
to all who come. It is open daily, on week days, from 9 A. 
m. to 9 Pp. M., and on Sundays and holidays, from 2 to 9p. M. 

Any book in the Library may be requested and it is 
brought to the room by a messenger. The reading and study 
of books are sought to be encouraged in this room, and for 
that reason absolute silence is enforced, and facilities are pro- 
vided for writing or taking notes. 


THE SCIENTIFIC MUSEUM. 


The Detroit Scientific Association, after many years of 
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usefulness and activity, found itself in a bad predicament, « 
from lack of financial support. It had accumulated a valu- 
able and instructive museum of natural history, and had 
also been the recipient of a considerable library from the now 
defunct Mechanics’ Society. Having no place in which to 
render these treasures available, and no means with which to 
procure or maintain such a place, the Association proposed 
to turn all its property over to the Library Commission in 
trust, for the use and benefit of the public. 

The trust was accepted, and upon completion of the new 
addition the property was removed ‘to the building. For 
storage, cost of removal and incidentals, the Commission ex- 
pended the sum of $311.40. 

The museum was arranged in the upper story of the ad- 
dition, which is well adapted for the purpose. It was placed 
in charge of Henry B. Smith, who has been its curator from 
the beginning. It is open daily from 2 to 5 p. M., and attracts 
a.large number of visitors. Some use has been made of it 
by schools, classes coming with their teachers, for the study 
of topics for which the museum furnishes illustrations. 

The hope was expressed by some members of the Scientific 
Association, that, in view of the commodious quarters pro- 
vided, the Association would revive its series of winter eve- 
ning meetings, which were formerly so successful. This hope 
has not yet been realized. The Griffith Club of Microscopy, 
has, however, made use of the-rooms, by holding public 
meetings, with lectures, exhibitions, etc., which have proved 
very interesting and attractive. 

Among the assets of the Scientific Association were 139 
books, mainly government publications, all of which, except 
38, were duplicates of books already in the Library. 


MECHANICS’ LIBRARY. 
This library which served an admirable purpose in its day, 
had, since the collapse of the society which collected it, been - 
frequently removed and had suffered greatly from want of 
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care and oversight. It was included in the trust executed by 
the Scientific Association. As it came into the hands of the 
Library Commission, it comprised 3,314 books, besides a 
number of pamphlets. It was found that all but 474 of the 
books were already in the Library, and only this number ac- 
tually became available for our use. The remainder stand 
as duplicates, to be used-only to replace lost or worn out 
volumes as occasion may require. 

The Mechanics’ Library books are allowed to circulate only 
upon special permit. 


HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 


The Detroit Historical Society, which ceased active life-sev- 
eral years ago, had accumulated a library of 611 books, 
largely public documents of Michigan and other States, to- 
gether with a few volumes relating to the Northwest. In ad- 
dition it had collected and carefully arranged a considerable 
number of manuscripts, diaries, account books and other orig- 
inal historical material, all of very great local historical value. 
These had been stored for some years by the Secretary, Hon. 
C. I. Walker, to his own inconvenience and without conve 
nience to the public. An arrangement was concluded early 
in the year, by which this collection was placed in the Library, 
the Board advancing $300 to cover accrued liabilities. It has 
now been arranged in cases specially prepared for it and the 
hope of the Corsmission is that it may form a nucleus about 
which may be gathered other original historical material, and 
that in time an extensive collection may be the result of this 
effort for the preservation of manuscript documents. 


GROWTH OF THE LIBRARY. 


At the close of the year an inventory of the Library was 
made by actual count of books. The following is the number 


in each class: 


Bibliography, Cyclopzedias, Dictiomaries...........sesssererversereeeees 1,258 
Bound periodicals (general) and NeWSpapeTS.....5.seeseeeeree eeseeees 3,903 
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Philosophy, mental and MOral)......-.secececese seeece sees eee eee eee seeeeee 778 
Re1IG1 O11 fence cco senses nctel tries deseselees bape beer oneeen 4 osn=2)cemreiienees (oases 4,843 
POli#IGAL SCIENCE, «sie cccectren coronene aswnetottesl’acednenr cana ser tunes ateeeinsnanelnas 807 

BS ECONOMY signee seas eanec sen seneseeaet eaceae eceras ode ceed ances 462 
Administration, federal and local, pub. docs..........eee0 seer 5,859 
Tia Wideroa tvs dues viaac veceeeceuecenet ts esluccasetse teem stiog cote te te stinetatect eo] mete c nero 577 
FUGA CALIONN A cater ees cede noses ote ones teepeenceress slid.ge dee nooo ee peers 838 
SOc OOS v2... ceatinnele ons eabincy Set orleoiect sataetees oe ene oleae odes sree 1,302 
H ad sud Ko Koyea epee nreceantaeyereecacebacce caved osha fo“c0oz cod edosce cone sconces suocne: 317 
Natural, SClEn CG... ..ciocesctsceeeeccionteslgecamole eerie oem eentane eee atrars 3,814 
IW OGIGIIG: .cccnadercnencsces iat vsecccdodasewec/esavncl Jsedelnaes sso ueamine tants ioe racanieetcs 975 
JA OVICILICULO Maur tact saboatsees teaeu see Gasmpaceststdeeterts cre eee eeae eee re eee rer 712 
Domestic HCOmonlys.ccen-gocagses eee secre ee ee nae ete ere eee neeeetes 136 
LORS (os a0 Biv. it: PRE RRMen On Sra ene en eee a tem Aa OR Aa 55 enon aod octes 1,624 
Anh ayowes gts eee eer aoe Acer rr necac rrr oboe ee eerie ace rcorcdace: aon ocabcoe 1,183 


English and American Literature (inc. translations)................ 3,195 


ss = Poetry and Drama (ine. translations)... 2,788 
Bioera phy ssoyaecksaaadhaccohiconasanns gi aataeeeatesteee eee eee ee eee 4,830 
Geography, Travel and Description............ 000s. g neeeat ewan ents 4,570 
ELIS COTY: oad givisuesathatecs aoee are da eaceelgs arte eee ed encae a ceaeeRece eeeee eines 7,028 
IPPOSE AGH OD Sad sclova cee Re ueece awk eee TE ne oe econ nea 
Amatise Men tae 25 cciedede acoecd es Ree eee ee ee eran 226 


BOOKS T1nG erin aIjncd cas es Saws aecosee aaa tis nee eee eee Ee ORAL) 
Books ime Wrench fig beast seid oak eo ee ee mL 
Books: tm Greek tices. arscdivadededa tte hte it ccmeceee cease at ea 
Books Yn. Wuat os hccsdeluee tects aoeemuen oe eons aCe aOR ee 488 
Books in THallanand Spahish.s Jx..cc.2ace ee poceseveeberes caer esata 
Books in minor languages, .. ..,i0.cc1 acess. 010s oddees ero ee teres oe 


70,550 
Bam PHC 6.505. vance ewsdacadeey ey <s aecece osha aoe Ate eee 9,831 


A large number of these books, especially of those printed 
abroad and bound by the Library, represent two or more vol- 
umes bound in one. The total would, therefore, be increased 
if the count were made of individual volumes as printed. 

The additions during the past year have amounted to 9,913 
books, including those which came in from the Mechanics’ 
Scientific and Historical Societies. Of the books added 4,875 
were purchased. 


The gifts amounted to 734 books and 864 pamphlets, and 
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the accessions from the Mechanics’ and other societies, 4,064. 

There were, beside these, 240 volumes of newspapers de- 
posited in the Library for the use and convenience of the 
public. 

During the year there were 318 books laid aside as worn 
out, 23 lost and paid for, and 627 duplicates, nearly all pub- 
lic documents, exchanged or sold. 

The list of donors to the library numbers 229. It will be 
found in the appendix following this report. Among the 
more notable gifts were 20 volumes from the British Patent 
Office, 11 bound volumes of newspapers from D. J. Davison, 
of this city ; 46 bound volumes and 63 pamphlets from Rev, 
Dr. Eddy, of Atlanta, Ga., formerly of this city; 18 volumes 
from the Massachusetts Historical Society, and 15 volumes, 
mainly historical, from C. I. Walker, of this city. 

The following shows the accessions, exclusive of duplicates, 
in each of the several classes named : 


PNOTIGUIUGUNT Cats eastoctsae trast tease: season act ot en Toke cnise sheets oaoeeheaaaainnees 41 
PARTI SOUINOTL LA pecans deeteete cos ction ros cones sen aucb ras soossaven vv'e seus sumiangoecssuseathi 23 
PAE CHINCCATI CAIUS OL )esedandes comeeeten ce acer cvennate sanss aecsaseretuctseee saan sacs 247 
STO OG [OAM atthe adiecev meme eee sc ce made sie deena daiiss gevebiens cae sceencehescnasorts 207 
FBC OMe stenaisos tastes sscse eves ters lecsnccastsostes Coosa dus srs inves tid. Papas onesreese 1,329 
PEROT C Hicrcme tae cies eis tniestecttactize ce iacdoahlaatetswacoseet deetive ccs cease cejcssatonw gre see 51 
GRIM ATL SON, sec pees cesta cteeciicnas ccneaieaeet Oetw ee sacerenies clottes ssntciohenwettcs 16 
Mire UO y eee mee waser ee dass even oe ies tes oe cee veer ewes coteremeee enters Saale ssenen Soemeteaeee 561 
PINT Gye somes coeteace toe os an eek cece ease daceaas er aee eter ken Acductiesieeatena aaaarees 132 
Heaipe races PENOLA) hse, seecotacssclacssuenso soddeudebacdeoees iin Meese ee nsctaee 197 
AN Teche Ue eee eshote wares ola ae Salas Soares oben entcbiae notsdectiiieee sink colee sausage anachoe auires 51 
MPETIOCICALSS prea cocss suas vases osileseectvehicabs'ssUnaisdevesists ietseupopicteAseeesétvemsses 754 
TEN O OTS iN A poseedescnotoHk” cv cces ch GSS RORY (Gan EESESELE EDU Eats cenebrcea ey Menor ace: 57 
TPlnTTbe sO} 0h ies cotditc ecocceoce catisnobee acne iced Gcaccor bacondes | cadsuaboe ssodclIcedaedboc 38 
1Etayetitey in| DD ashes ace couccbautSnenctesnocanpasd ensnnsupe nese Pesce ce. G8 oneaDocots 140 
Reference.......... Sn pdgeneagE Ro cgcapeeciedaaco qeohchanteccasboe wbaraee siooss Bien 125 
ICLETIC One tee cee ese en erate Nee eer ee seo ee nacho aoa cots tles s deco oSasnastasdaates 218 
DOIG IO Y ao) cues omstetd hands nase sis nate Peed fea axaiiegaetand -ascs'sap5-¥0 gosate tenket es 1,396 
' Spanish, Italian and other languages...........0.sesceseeseeeeerseeeeeneees 74 
TN GOLOZY.........cercarnvsccaces conesesanuberseedours dannseaneversssedenans cesses whens 162 


Travel and-Description——...........dsssecesteresssscneneeseaibos soeeeene oes 257 
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PERIODICALS. 


Besides the bound volumes of the current issues for 1885 
and 1886, of such of the periodicals taken in the reading room 
as were adapted for preservation in that shape, considerable 
progress has been made during the year in filling up incom- 
plete sets of periodicals, of which fragments were already on 
our shelves. Most of the volimes and numbers needed for 
this purpose were out of print and could only be had by 
searching second-hand book stores and catalogues, and by 
watching auction sales of libraries. But by these methods, in 
addition to a large accumulation of numbers for volumes not 
yet completed, 754 back volumes of periodicals have been 
added, among which are the following: American Antiqua- 
rian, 4 vols. (completing set); American Church Review, 8 
vols.; American Geographical Society Journal, 13 vols. 
American Journal of Science and Arts, 36 vols., (completing 
the set) Blackwood’s Magazine, 26; Catholic World, 17; 
Chambers’ Journal, 28 (completing the series since 1849, to- 
gether with the 12 folio volumes 1832-43); Michigan University 
Chronicle, 9; Magazine, 4, and Oracle, 3; Contemporary Review, 
7; Courier des Etats Unis 3; Democratic Review, 5; Chicago Dial 
4; Eclectic Magazine, 62 ; Edinburgh Review, 16; Every Satur- 
urday, 4; Galaxy, 4; Good Words, 18; Historical Magazine, 
17; Illustrated London News, 26 ; International Review, 6; 
Journal of Franklin Institute, 8; Knickerbocker, 9; Library 
Journal, 2 (completing set); Lippincott’s Magazine, 8 (com- 
pleting set); Literary World (N. Y.), 7; Littell’s Living Age, 
14; London Quarterly Review, 21; Manhattan, 4 (complete) ; 
New Englander, 38 (complete); N. BE. Historical and Geneo- 
logical Register, 10; N. Y. Review, 9; Niles, National Regis- 
ter, 21; North American Review, 11 (completing set, except 
single number in 1815); North British Review, 4; Old and 
New, 8; Overland, 7; Penn Monthly, 8; Philosophical Mag- 
azine, 9; Popular Science Monthly, 2, and supplement, 2 
(completing both sets) ; Quarterly Review, 4; Revue des Deux 
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Mondes, 4; Science, 4 (complete); Tait’s Edinburgh Maga- 
zine, 18; Van Nostrand’s Engineering Magazine, 32, and 
Westminster Review, 4. 

DETROIT NEWSPAPERS. 


_In the high and dry basement under the reading room a 
fire-proof apartment has been fitted up with cases for holding 
newspapers, and in these are stored, exclusive of duplicates, 
about 340 bound volumes of daily and weekly papers, includ- 
ing an almost complete collection of all that have ever been 
published in Detroit. The publishers of the ‘“ Free Press,” 
the “ Tribune” and the “ Journal” have deposited their pri- 
vate files in the Library, and with our own collection thus 

supplemented -we have five volumes of the Detroit “ Gazette,” 
| beginning July 25,1817; 77 of the “ Free Press,” beginning 
May 5, 1831; 1 of the “ Courier,’ 1832-35, and 2 of the 
“ Christian Herald;” 45 of the “Journal,” ‘Journal and 
Advertiser,” and “ Daily Advertiser,” beginning Nov. 20, 1829; 
22 of the “ Advertiser and Tribune,” beginning Jan. 2, 1863; 
8 of the “Tribune,” beginning Nov. 19, 1849; 18 of the 
‘« Post,” beginning March 27, 1866; 17 of the “ Post and Tri- 
bune,” beginning Oct. 14, 1878; 1 of the “ Post,” 1885; 6 of 
the ‘‘ Daily Union,” beginning Jan. 8, 1868; 2 of the “ Daily 
Democrat,” 1854-5; 24 of the “ Evening News,” beginning 
Aug. 23, 1873; 1 of the “Evening Telegraph,” 1877-8; 2 of 
the ‘‘ Times,” beginning Dec. 4, 1883, and 7 of the “ Evening 
Journal,” beginning Dec. 4, 1883: 


USE OF THE LIBRARY. 


The life of a card in the hands of a reader is five years. 
After that period a new registration is necessary. This regu- 
lation has dropped from the list the great mass of names of 
persons formerly registered who are not now using the Library. 
The statistics below show the number of valid cards and the 
number of readers who registered during the year: 

Whole number registered holders of readers’ cards......+...0++0++ 10,678 
No. who registered im 1886.........ssccccceesseeeresneentenenseenaeeesseesceees 3,617 
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No. of old card holders who re-registered in 1886...........6.. +++ 464 
“ new readers who registered in 1886............cs.seccuneceeseeeee eee 8,153 
« ef oa sa UBS5 scar ies Seed sud ever eoeree east 2,261 

Ancrease 1m USSGscccs. ce seecevaseeseeserasapsestona cw oseslererticteitei see sane etree 892 


The Library was open 308 days during the past year. The 
number of books consulted in the building was 19,669 against 
15,481 in the last preceding year. The number of volumes 
given out for home reading was 147,616, against 134,068 in 
the last preceding year. 


INOd books tor Home readin cere ceccit enc ree sree tee eee a reese 147,616 
(consulted am theula brary. ccs. sasteteceeeeeen eens sceesee 19,669 
Total useiolPOOKkS im USSORes-zescusree-\acescel essence BEREAN eecpem nae occ 167,285 
3 os He VSB Bis scintsrcctestivictas ene ycenasbocrersnieereameanetee 149,549 
Tnerease in G86 tence tees een. ca iean endetince aaeare Ramee eeeeeaeen > 7,136 

A Way nel otc wroned| loYo) ces) anal Reteld rep unennc que eadaneggercnacandsecas ncoUeceatent onAces 167,285 
es *° Lperiodicalgin. 1886.25 wexaestanst mereemeteetees ateeees 60,601 
otal usevol Library. dew cokt see eee be oars 227,886 


In this connection it is proper to say that the rules of this 
Library permit a cardholder’to draw out only one book at a 
time, and in the case of children only one book a week. 

The following is a statement showing the number of books 
in the several classes indicated drawn from the Library for 
home reading, and the ratio which each class bears to the 
whole number: 


. Total. Per cent. 
A ori culture... stn etnesek ques an cecusberee meee ceeeee meee 267 ; 18 
Amusements: i028: Masdineeeacesesttan ese er eaeen se eeeeeeeee 577 39 
wAcrtis be cuceeiiee cnaieae. Ghskavco aes Vanek aba csaaenie setters eee 1,943 ie32 
Blo sKAP LAN cso sroncowapeeeee eee epee ee AE , 2,865 1.94 
FUCHOM Biasasb ce naconivcswcesatan teen acces Monee me eateries 94,960 64.32 
MPSS 405 cas srwateas cele seae cots Saas ae eget eee 972 .66 
(GOPMAI. sdicay suceaseee tee tc anal e ne ce eo eee ee 4.020 oT 
Ne Uitte) a emer eacBer eis eiccee eae chica eet ecracricar ich ebbecoceccistiec 5,388 3.65 
IUVENLS. .ssnoracMiesheereeatanteckar sy ctes en eee ae ce 21,196 14.36 
Piboralturens.s.,b 32 ok Jeng, 8 euchkcge tt ee ence 1,969 1.33 
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HMO IUOUR EDIE) Son cpeatily does de -uteals tee Gad voce cKsunvaeseosaen yee 1,419 .96 
TACT ya at ee a ee 345 23 
Peru OSCE Ys cote Min adton tc ea areacoaslten {ul sssiuarexveuhuarves 687 AT 
ROC U GV Re esi cose tence nscah cain ger sstincanis |< taeea chowieustees 2,079 1.41 
{SRE ONIVG (2) ASB oo ie Bee noe ERE a Ree err 1,607 1.09 
PROCTOLO MV sence rnns arte meted nee ee eee iat eke 1,288 87 
DIN CONOR Y see emsteaacn tac eeeaeee cag tae wee vs Soaw eek so howieoeaa 1,416 .96 
IN DNGILE Geeectece atcha Sic bt ABC eee uep ace EE Cnae SMSC OSC ORT Tetons 3,972 2.69 


The issuing of a new catalogue of fiction and juvenile books 
has probably stimulated the circulation of that class of litera- 
ture. A similar resuit, it is to be hoped, will be apparent in 
other departments of literature following the publication of the 
complete catalogue, when the public will learn of the treas- 
- ures of the Library, of which they have now very limited 
means of knowing. 


BINDING AND REPAIR OF BOOKS. 


During the past year there has been expended $1,587.69 
for the binding and repair of books. There were 2,370 books 
bound and 5,783 repaired. As intimated in the last report, 
the Library has heretofore suffered from lack of prompt atten- 
tion to needed repairs of books. An effort to improve the con- 
dition of the Library in this respect, and the large accession 
* of periodicals and binding the same, have swelled the expense 
of binding and repairs during the year to an unusually large 
sum. - 

Early in the year the Committee on Books carefully con- 
sidered the whole subject in connection with the suggestion 
that the Board.establish a bindery and do its own work, hav- 
ing suitable quarters for the purpose. In some cities, it is 
said, this plan has been tried with success, financially and 
otherwise. But the Committee came to the unanimous con- 
clusion that it would not be wise at the present time to at- 
tempt to do binding. The Committee, however, recommended 
and its recommendation was adopted, that while the binding 
of books should be done by contract, as heretofore, all the re- 
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pairing should be done in the Library and under the imme- 
diate supervision of the Librarian. 

The Board was fortunate in securing the services of an ex- 
perienced binder, who is accustomed to this class of work, 
having for some years done the repairing in the Library. 
The necessary presses and tools were purchased at an outlay 
of $120, a few dollars worth of material was bought, and in 
the early part of June the binder commenced work and has 
been steadily employed since at $2 per day, or a total of $350. 


Following is a summary of his work : 


No: books bowmdisss Nlvias 2 oe eoceticivecnee setae oe eee cece arenes teeceae canes 44 
ie t  pebOtindsc hse dae ae ee eee 119 
es  TebHAacked, ANG. TECASE aa .vs saasaeere weninere ee Cee eee OUS 
a ((. “HeseW CCiaNiG TECASEC Anwi.ca<ceacsecccacesecen cco ee eee eens 238 
- #67, SLO PAINE os c3g2i ose nw un ads evade aWaaen ete once eet eee mae ace 3,453 
a £F - “PEMOWALEUs ssc odes «lode eowanen susee Reseemes eennecee eee eee nee 8 
Me wee (21 Roy ae \8 Cas eee PR ry By ae Er hy SEER Sa Saabcconecs 60 

INéwrbulletin covers mader-as.c.. c.tecs eecee ee teacete caesar case oer ees 24 

Large pamphlet cases mad @..s.22cijoacoscccndet er eee ce es eceeee conten meceeras 40 


The expenditure for material was about $30, or a total 
expense for material and labor of $380 for the above work. 

Iam convinced that it is economical for the Library to do 
this work in this way. Books needing attention are gathered 
up and taken to the bindery every morning. They are re- 
paired and put back on the shelves the next morning, and 
hence are not withdrawn from use for a long period. They 
are repaired when they begin to give way, and hence are saved 
from binding. They are carefully and neatly repaired under 
the direction of the Librarian and the general appearance of 
the books is improved ; the uniformity .of sets is preserved, 
the original covers, titles, ete., are saved to them, and in these 
respects the Library gains very much. 


RENUMBERING THE BOOKS. 


Late in the year the decision was reached to renumber the 
books according to the relative location plan of Melyil Dewey, 
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Chief Librarian of Columbia College, and Secretary of the 
American Library Association. In the former classification 
and arrangement of the Library, Mr. Dewey’s system had 
been followed pretty closely, so that the renumbering does 
not disturb the location of books to any appreciable extent. 
The work of renumbering is now going forward without inter- 
fering at all with the circulation and use of the books. When 
this work is done it is done for all time, and no future ad- 
dition of galleries and alcoves, or even of buildings will make 
it necessary to change any of the numbers. 


CATALOGUING. 


Early in the fall of 1885 the work of preparing a new cata- 
logue-was begun in earnest. Those without knowledge on the 
subject can form no conception of the time and labor involved 
in preparing a catalogue of a library of 70,000 volumes. Every 
book has to be not only examined, but carefully examined, 
and its subject, and perhaps numerous subjects, minutely 
noted, and in this connection there are often very puzzling 
questions which require studious consideration. The prepa- 
ration of a catalogue is, therefore, a work of time and arduous 
labor. Ten or twelve persons have been employed in the 
several departments of the work almost constantly through- 
out the year. 

The English prose fiction and juvenile portion, cover- 
ing some 12,000 volumes, was finished in March. On ac- 
count of the popular demand for this class of books, this cata- 
logue was separately issued and sold for the convenience of 
the public, though designed ultimately to be incorporated as 
a part of the general catalogue. 

The German portion, covering some 4,000 books, was simi- 
_ larly issued in December. The manuscript for the remaining 
portion of the catalogue is in a forward state and I feel confi- 
dent that the volume will be out before the end of the year. 
The catalogue is to be what is known as a dictionary cata- 
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logue—that is, the authors, titles and subjects are promiscu- 
ously arranged in alphabetical order. It is to be less full than 
some of the more elaborate and expensive library catalogues 
which give tables of contents and analytical notes, but suffi- 
ciently so for all purposes of ordinary users of our Library. 

For complete information respecting the contents of the 
Library the reader will be referred to the card catalogue, the 
preparation of which has gone forward simultaneously with 
the preparation of the manuscript for the printed catalogue. 
This is to be as full as it ean possibly be made. There are 
cross-references in all conceivable directions and all known 
subjects are covered, the effort being to meet every possible 
inquiry. The card catalogues of the fiction and German de- 
departments are arranged for use, and upwards of 40,000 cards 
have been written for the other departments of the Library, 
though this is only a small proportion of the whole. 


ADDITIONAL GALLERY. 


The crowded condition of most of the alcoves warns the 
Commissioners that the time has arrived for completing the 
Library according to the plans of the architect by adding the 
fourth gallery. This will give 20 more alcoves and increase 
the shelf capacity of the Library upwards of 20,000 volumes. 

I believe that the re-arrangement of the books under the 
new system of numbering will economize room. Then, even 
should the Library continue to grow, as it necessarily must if 
it keeps up with the times and the demands of the reading 
public, its wants in respect to shelf-accommodation would 
seem to be met for some time to come. 

Very respectfully submitted, 


H. M. UTLEY, Librarian. 


APPENDIX. 


Following is a Jist of donors to the Library during the past 


year, and the number volumes and pamphlets given : 


Vols. 


PAG DO LEA Sm Vim SOR LO Mamtntecte. Lcgne cee cana sasscesees | Beene eee 2 
Adrian College, Adrian......... Wes spice senss Siprcaenoeesacne area et 
Albanywlaw schools Albany, Ne WY cascs.etesctveebesesseateess. cos 
PSTN OES Deis | GIGAPO sad coon ssece cp uc mesa eee casas oben tudaeeen ess 1 
American Antiquarian Society, Ww orcester, Mass.. ea 2K) 
American College and Education Society, Earn! Recast 22 
ANOLE, BiycAt bay. IN. s Vcreueteesces sats scccsoeasmaee ee eee a 
Arrayvo,.Oscar. baton Rouges, Lal. scss-.astnce-ssenssenieces sects 1 
ENS LORM sl TAT Vi NO Wie VOLK: sac cstesannccsasascoceneeeewCseiny s es'eeche cee 
Peco Tare etn DI CIUOMbacssemeer oor coocnnt ce-sacessnteesaseethehote aes 1 
Baker, W.&-Co., Dorchester, Mass...........22-0-csssseseettese 1 
Barbour, Weve lis, DELrOib cccseac--ares seb oseevsceree see edesenes 1 
Battell, ee Norfolk, (Commys a sidessexk uasecassenweaseqsemerccsa es 1 
Benet, 8 mo IW ASIN OLON peck tare sce ncnuk vas oe seneateeutecee vee 1 
Black, J. oe Piiladelphitaecica-ceumy ceecsecte.sesseaesene ves ars 1 
Bloch Publishing Company, Cincinnati,..............ceeecee oe 
Board of Mducation, Cinciinaty, sis. .5. 000. sess2 eossese-oesseree il! 
Bowdoin College: Brunswick MCs), <21.....¢cedees <0 -ccnsese eee 5 
Bowen, Herbert, Detroit........:.ss...c00-sssnsecetcensones soeerees 11 
Brearly, W. H., Detroit......-----.sseeseseeer + A Sgeauesestananatessueeg 
British Patent Office, London, Hng,........... seescseeceevense 20 
Brooklyn Library, Brooklyn, N. Y........-+ssseeeeeseeseeeeeee oes 
Brown, G. A., Lincoln, Neb........-...:sseesceeseeeee eeeeseseete see 
Brown, Robert, Jr., New Haven, Conn......... seseseeseccreey oes 
Brudin, C. L., Detroit........- ccs sees teeseeeeseen eeeeeeceeeeees 1 
Brymner, D., Ottawa, Cam...cceeccesccsssseeserees sereeenen eases 1 
. Buffalo Library, Buffalo, N. Y.......-scseeesseesee ceeeeeeeeseenes ve 
- Bunker Hill Monument Association, Boston..............++ 3) 
Burke, J. T., Detroit..........::seeeeesse ceeeeesne cress senterneeenees es 


Burns; C. F. D., New York.......:0:eseeeeee 


Pamph- 
lets. 


AW 


-13 


22 


10 
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Pamph- 
Vols. lets. 

Burray, Wm. C., Boston.........sseccccesecceesecnen senses sveeceeee eve 2 
Burton, 8., Detroit. ........c.ccccs ecccwses onessenenrssoeniseboneiaes 1 
Butzel, Magnus, Detroit 2. -.cc..--c--cesssaceseeemaee- --Ptaeega aces L - 
California Military Academy, Oakland, Cal.................. ++ 1 
Campbell; J. M. L., Detroit......-..cce-sssseces me coaeernsenetances 6 
am pHelly In Veq DELCO. ..ccacnsseeseeel mer eedacenaeades-eeiteaes 2 
Canada, Department of Agriculture, Ottawa, Can......... it 
Cannon, Henry W., Washington). -<...s.c-.cnce sects a= se seeeae- 1 bas 
Chalmers; B35 -Wimbleton?, Bip ececneewce<eceessseenceucate teal 1 
Chaney, Henny, 2Detr Olt... .ese00seeearsmne nner <snceeereeaeerete it 
@hristern; ths .W..,. New | Y OEK..cncesscong: s.ceuasos caereemateeee 1 ie 
City. Dibrary, Lowell, (Mass) st... secs 1ctsecces sce eeerareetene= mate 18 
City library, Manchester, IN. ssesssemeiancan attest setiem tase ize il 
City Jaibrary, Sprimetield, Waseis...20.5.0eoscsee=sreeeesceene eee 6 
Clarke, Robert.) Co. Cimeimnatie cea. .20-22-4o aeeresessiees 2 4 
Coe, Miss He-M.,. New YOrk.cs.cciccsae. ceases ens sete sessicnpetencataeaes 5 
Cohen’ Max Ne weVOrks.c....c2sncpeccesctee PENNE bee ae 10 
Coleman, W. E., Jefferson City, Mo.......... .......6--5- es eee ve 
Coltimbial College; News Vorkse-cee- se ence Srcayeesctees 10 2 
Conant, (EL yAr lansinio-.s sce. cccesseccear decnencoee a saemn eaeeeeee 29 15 
Cornell, L. 8., Denver, Cale eriedeawe desnuda waeeceees tae 1 se 
Dartmouth College, Hanover, N.MEL..i.ccc-c.-ccesccstee cones ec 3 
Davis: J. a, Mramilctorts Key te esssresceucsumeccate eeet cee neetee it 
Davis, Re:C., AmmicArbOm..0:5.ccso. yossarte eesnenaeeteeee ee eee ae 6 
Davison, Did, Detroitc.-.: Sets iecencen arene ome meee 11 
Dement, EoD: Sprimckiel d; Wil eeceee saeeeecen teen eee ee 5 avs 
DePauw University, Greencastle, Ind.........2....csc0-cessece vee 2 
Dewey, Melval; NeweXOrk...\c:acescenenetee te erent een eee 2 
Dodds Mead) &i@oNewie.Ork.c. cceein een eee eee 1 
Dudley. W «Ps Boston seeks. .cecsc soa seee eee een ee 2 
Durrie, Diss Madison; /Was... ....eeeeee eae eee 5 9 
Dust, Wana. LD: | Detroit. tesat: 2. .<2s gen maeneneceoe: eee 11 ies 
Waton D.B., ING waX ork. wesc. cc cck an eee eee eee afl 
Bawyires, \GreNc Rutan dsp Vibe. chutes os a eeeeeae tetcseeae er ace eae uot 
Eid dys RENV..£Zi., peachlea mite Graveceeccessostseuntnmte ree eareen eee ete 46 63 
Hotty... Ris Detroit usacetestrsscatescosacaatandenntne eens il 
Hssex: Institute,: Salem iMags........1..0.. aesesec sees iit 
Harmer, Silas, Detroit nitin...2.ii eee eee ee 4 
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Pamph- 
Vols. lets. 

RerryseA.. li. Detroit se. cccrese Bo oeaesnoses Rupee ccseeaes seeine gars 1 ay, 
ES iap Beet D1 OL ote entar se ssccaeeesaiccr: sss seapnsteedeeeausceoseercl tes 4 
Fletcher Free Library, Burlington, Vt............ PE Seamer i 
GE Des oren Ophingheld. = [ll ene AG eae nese sia 1 
Gye oer Neal BY) Fal ica a cet Se en Rie eR ee Me 2 ee 
ONS VLMa anes lray MN § V ayne eve cuectau toe eae enna 1 
Branklin Institute, Philadelphia cte0...sedtssccctsc. ccses eon te 5 
Friends’ Free Library, Germantown, his aoc neecAasusatcnc Oto: 3 
Binta IOs ocg Vue el ClcOltnracmeccate cee cae vestn cous sea sua tae eee 5 
en iol, SWoncesters Ml duaissc: merece stcccssticee ene 8 
Grane beaiebltds. LOOK yi. INS Yretonee tonne sccectetete ss dhcs.svons 1 
GibsonseAG WE MIN GW) Vor ttceeicarnct tates autets corees seviteetes 1 
EHEGHIE See As, SDOSLO Met ot aaciewsccscee teccealiselseeunp at cones dansetes 13 
Griswold, VV SNES Washam otonieivsccccstecercncasccen.cetrese voseleee : 3 
aap eas 2, CRICARO.. sercech cco teseentatene sc cccess coves Ae uses end ces 1 
ie MELOrdid ©, Ae IMMGOMe OT bee tech conte toneene cee nateea vs cab dceal ius iB 
Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. .............sssseeeess 4 6 
EVGES, Ji, Wurlemperg,, Germany ...5.:... ..0s0s<sscetecseediees oes 3 
Hewlett, George T., New Haven, Comnn........... .cccc.02 cence ote 21 
LOW De edema. Ace ebas VLG! et ovatcecccten pose cterctpecenaweaetdaars 4 12 
EDOMCSN TAA RAL OINY,, WIN.) Moverecucces ccoveseemeesasoaveovetweceiscr 8 see 
GopenwW. | DIM indianapolis: (ln dine nonteecrsstsoctss-c ver. 1 
bone hiton, baie Wash asia. ccccdce'sccsecarcssaseventecosces woe 3 
NOUN LOT CoV UMTMINN p OSLOU asm eectenss mention sweeesetiae ctor cnyea it 
LO WATE EW Os NEW. OLICAIS traccnucececees sess vescaavnsweceaiese ters 1 
Howland, George, Chicago............:00c000 ngSsonNetponedses 12 
TE LOI dls tNgelBag NDierse ii Woriaysieh (2) caso aeaccagacascedepucogscrmonoencs 10 , 
amiGreorce 1+ NEW Llawem, (CONN: ..1.-screinserecescessemer el 21 
nami pity GeOrse Oa NEw ViOkerc. 1.3. cvecvecseee eaten ores on cees 12 2: 
itches diy IN, ces MOINES, Wace. ct cccacccsecsetenscvesiesscen oes 2. 
Indian Rights Association, Philadelphia...................+ 1 
Jackson, F< Dis Wes Moines, Tar. .::ccs.:ccsccressroeseeossnnrenee 14 
Jamison, J. C., Jefferson City; M0... ......2.. cect ececeeceee vee 2 
Jay, John, New YoOrk.........csccsseseseccssees sceceesessesesensesees 1 
Jenkins, BE. F., New York..........cssscsas eeeeees vosveeeserende i Ser 
Jones, W. W., Limcolm, Neb. .....0.....0-seseevscecacveores seousnee sce on 
Kellogg, A-J., Detroit.......0. cc. cee ceccecseeeesereeereeseenenseeee il Fe 
Kimball, J. P., Washimgtom...... cscs speecesee coceedee seeees 1 il 
King, Horatio C., New York....cce cesses sess ceteeeee ereeee nee 2 


King, J. R., Detroit........ cscs ceeeetenrseeren ceseeneeseceasenee oes 2 


98 APPENDIX 


Pamph- 
Vols. lets. 
Lane, George M., Detroit.......10:cseccereseesesers snnenneat seeteran ote il 
Le Baron, J., Richfield Centre.........s:ccseeee ceseessen cereereee see ae 
Leeds, Josiah W., Philadelphia, Pa.........:--sseseeseeeeeeeeen oes il 
Lens, Adolph, Cincinmati............-s:esseeeeeenes eneee cence ees 1 
Little, G. T., Brunswick, Me.........:.:.00 sesesseee soreeesee seerer tt ves 
Lord, J. S., Springfield, Il]...... ,..::c:cessceeesssee coseecenersceeas eee 3 
McClurg, Av C., Chicago... .....0..cseccsssscesesloanmpnnekieeseesie esos: a 
McCracken, Wim. J., Pittsburgh...........cc:ssecweceeoosce crores +00 i 
McCulloch, Robert, Jefferson City, MO............:1.sseeee eee 1 aes 
McDonnell Bros., Chicago...... cs0scecocesseorsonsenvoseors eeeaee ae 1 
McHarlanesd Olin, 1) CtrOltia nc.) eeene vs asec eaters aeetaeeees 1 
McPhersoms).W mis, Mam Sitges ..5 asst sicasiawets nc olatecenemssrenayce 2 
Manguette College; IMilwauk Ge. 25. :-ars-.0ccsneeenean ean ene eee 1 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston............ ... 7 
Maxwell, Mrs. S. B., Des Moines, [a..1......... .c.008 eeeeeee arte .. 6 
Maybiirys War Cae Detrolteiiscned a csescecstiss ecretnccomersnscee 1 wes 
Mercantile Library. Cin Chieti: aeesenevee ste eeeeence settee rnet 1 
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Perez, EE. City ol Wlexico., Miexcsss.c esetesnoe ene 3 
nerkoins WN AC. MDetnoit, (ets. tess reteece eee ea aee eee 4 
PRCECOR I AEs ISO BEOM 105 .cays wontons aeacatee nee seen ec Renee il i 
Pillsbury, Parker Coneord iN. tins. :.qssusscseateeane siaocideplise 3 
Phomb, CG: Maj Newiy Orle sn. .ca csc ter Ree ee 5 
ROT Gh, V «Bi psn it oc, os oe eae ee ee 2 2 
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Publie‘Library, Boston accent a ee eee eee 2 
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Piramateldt, “Da Mi.. hreeaRiy Ors n.tsaasdeaccetee sseece cas deeceeean 2 ee 
Beil yee yn Cres eUO WIS Vil LCs encesccohe-Semes- caeauanauadeeoessnergrs are 1 
SSIS NAW ager Bo) oe 580 8 a ancen ction aca ecrice ne nacdscce sos Weono rag uese 1 
SMMCade Sate), MlOlEd Of bacewescdess cask cesiossvsaup cass tectatevulte aie es 
‘Shanitidlol so 9 8 Eta bisb'a hralisa oye < “W/E: Wone ee ace eoeceeauee ocoodeLCan sade 1 
Smith, J. C., Springfield, Il... Ree 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington................cceeeee 4 ae 
Stanton, Wy We, Aqnes, Van occ venysaccsctnasostssselsenesmrocms scene dee 2 
Steele, George M., Gloucester, Mass............sccceensesensss oes 4 
LOCKING Wit, DOOM wayessconessoeseoreds tcecncsecs¢serrmsesre= 1 
StOMy ITS el CtrOltn es, ccosea-s Ween nor tr Anne anSCaeOn D eCEREEeELES a ae 
2 


RSs (Cee AISLING oneness epee aetidere toro te dente terenresiear's 9s) sre 


100 : x APPENDIX 


Pamph- 
Vols. lets. 
Suckert, WAL., Detroitis  tesccccceescncceseescanseeeee veces neeeee 4 
Swigert.-O P+ Springfield TN. secsacstomeseve-ceort 7 aN 
“> Tanny; Mys. H. A..Lansing...,... penpgtecsnadetigescecrisesveevetes 9 4 
: Thayer, RB. H.,: Washingtonts.2....026.. eee eeeeeeeeeeseeeceeeee one 1 
Thompson, T. L., Sacramento, Cal...........cc.- cesses cteeeeees oes 1 
Tillinghast, C.-B., BOStom.......0....100.-se0e cescaneresooon tpoczanss 24 me 
Trinity College, Hartiord,{ Gomi... -.-)..:---cssscccoeecene arenes) ore 16 
Union University, Schenectady, NaY.........ccssesse ceccnsees 1 
United States Civil Service Commission, Washington... 1 Ae 
oa ito Anterior VDE PareMient ses .cs- cooncorsserasceenmevce 1é9 172 
es Sis a OTr UBUr Callies. smacime rennet aeaweactineaeevovesmeetrs 4 .i#3 
es 0S, Naval ODSCEVAtOLY tccntt se oc erence ser seaeaeaeess i bee 
Ho a NaKy, DepantimenGer..cuse-crsoscs-pheebacccecess 21 22 
ae SA mrustonice Departiitent,.-...5..0..cs0bs<e so-s00 a0 16 14 
ae he hy see Bey ofa TV Sk MEE Saran conn nase Gocceo eee seetee 12 24 
 AYeasury DepartMne nls fiers vsacteee oeew oes 51 12 
iH S) War Departments 2 7ewstssedsenuss. cag sseee 9 33 
ve a e Str 0 iiseea Raapgbaodeeeins se telnansscaaeaes 6 Maps. 
University of Georgia, Athens, Ga..............0ec.ceeeee te eee Se 1 
es Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa............. 4. 3. 
at Vermont, Pee Wits ceo tanoeacpioseta.ceetnines iL 
(eter mel NI DETR OMS racetes secteca.n ceademeterceas saa teen aenee 12. 
IW aller, Csi: ADEEPOL Giant Re notes teem eret seme naam ere eee 15 
Weallichs, John, Linéoln, Nébs. 6c. scoters. 2 
Walsh, J. A., Detroit.. ee Biase peasen seoeek ce teeen se oO Se 
Wellesley, Colle ‘ge, W siesta, Mage. Wy PERLE coe onnce ass 11 
Wells’ College, Aurora, N. Y... oe 12 
West Point Military Academy, West Pome. saewes, esddneeoas eens Ag 
Western Reserve University, Cleveland.....c...0.....c.se002 s+ 7 
Mabivetel ds evi Wisi uirinetma. Tenet ea seeetee eon ae ene eee 1 
aWilni Germain cdi Ale oN Cay pac ce, ence e eeer ey renee eee om ae 1 
Winsor, Justin, Cambridge, Mass. ......c.cecscccsseoeseace ae ooh 
Winthrop dacnlteu Ci.) BOStOmlcasrnancnteciete nee kceee sent eee 2. 
Woodhead. J Iss 3 CI Capos, caer acts eee Ee 1 
Woodritt Gave, bartiord: Conm sere ecseecue eee 10 2 
Wirisint, Charles’ Deucoits cess ca tence aoe ee eee il 
Wright C.D). OStON.;<<...c) aiveagheen oaeaeeetece ee ene 4 50 
Wright, W. H. R., Plymouth, Ene%.......; iegeawad eos veu oem 1 
Young Men’s Association, Albany, N. bors Seka he. il 
749 864 


DETROIT PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


SEVENTH ANNUAE REPORT 


OF THE 


OF THE 


CITY OF DETROIT, 


FOR THE YEAR 1887. 


DETROIT : 


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 


OF THE 

PUBLIC LIBRARY’ OF DETROIE 

Members. Address Term Expires 
IVE SAND ER IE WIS ....veccssee OubewiseB lockers. SAgiauersitees Jan. I, 1888 
SVENGNUS. BULLE lite... 30. seae vce 406 Woodward Ave.........s..0+ “ "1889 
IN IMI S BAR BOU Re. sncaue.ntocees: 30, Bank: Blockey c2.kccstaaveusoxee $4 WSO 
CoE Oe tat) ELOSMERSs vsg.ede aces nces Cieyebtialle esses. ccncn toe ieeee “1801 
HERBERT BOWEN........05-0.-00- 9 Bank, Charbers.«-.....¢ t.-.-- OS TSO 
JAMES V. CAMPBELL............. 20) Banks Ghambenrsic.e ssp. 2 & 71893 
HENRY A. HARMON.............. AO LiataySttes Avicret et mecnseetcomeenkts Ex-officio 


OFFICERS OF THE LIBRARY COMMISSION, 1887. 


WAGES Wy (CA WISRTE STE TE sate stooneopcasboboasqtheoebrigess 3060 a9 sobunD ea Gebo6ssnch President 
NIP ESCA NDE RODS WIS! casei ssacitelndst scseacedtos se ayeteiamstecen vee ses secs Vice- President 
IE RBERT BOWE Nesscs.settscs gocte cones st s2eeestesaewenes ng ds Poecsie 1atesenenuaes Secretary 
PSTOBE RD VLVE'SS €L-OfiCLOL 26 2: ve ca te since des ese eseasle eaten fergie Paste Seeaae eee Treasurer 


FINANCE COMMITTEE. 
Magnus BUTZEL. ' Henry A. HARMON. ALEXANDER LEWIS. 


COMMITTEE ON INTERNAL MANAGEMENT. 
Levi L. BARBOUR. GEORGE S. HOSMER. MaGnus BUTZEL. 


COMMITTEE ON BOOKS. 
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JAMES V. CAMPBELL.........00005 20 Bank Chambers........00c..-. Sx) ERBO3 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 


To the Board of Education of the City of Detroit :— 

In the absence of the president, on account of illness, the duty 
devolves upon me of making the report of the Library Commission 
for the past year. 

As I only became a member of the Commission at the beginning 
‘of the present year, and took no part in the transactions covered by 
the report, it can be but a formal one, submitting the reports of the 
secretary and librarian. 

These are full and explicit, and give all needed information as 
to the condition of the library and its many and indispensiable 


benefits to the public. 
RICHARD STORRS WILLIS, 
Vice-President. 


Detroit, February 2, 1888. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 
To the Commissioners of the Detrowt Puble Lnbrary :— 


In accordance with established usage, I submit a statement of 


the receipts and disbursements on account of the Library Fund for 
the year 1887: 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance oniaand, Janel elOOpiestecgerrcescseeescseeconstessocmeenemaaremenses $16,140.93 

Giby Waxes Ont G87 sieiucut sdecs saccseccaddeddoesevesdedeatateuscens $26,689.71 

. Goma PLE VIOUSLYyCalper. emertscevea-Ctescs ccae- tee renee 241.06 : 
: ree. $26,930.77 

Cotnty areas, hnessand penalties. 202 .cckccwcecs scons Kose eee BepolleeE 

Avadives; Ereas:, interest On ACCOUNE. <c.qacs sc soteese eam der ence neceneescioss 605,94 

(BI rar yg tim SS. yc scree eocaeacetene sect ttos edad ae tens dey soca ee em eben ems eaanaecs 587.19 

Bales Of Catalogs times. sseisactesececgiensaysses-anare'serint sar sideahisgeenieee ~98.75 

Sales Of duplicate BOOKS c.2...c.ccs+ tag os st «01s csdnet eno evenseensnaysessies cree 107.88 

WosteBoOks. pard shOrd ..csircs Nese coadeset aos tect niet oul seas neean este seaeatscre 28.60 

MisCellaneous|SOuCeS.c1c-ssescesaads sac sseccae tees csgsee se aeeeneeee esate Se 6.98 

Topall -TECCIPES ahs. swaeee st cshersios oddecum andes soterenedcae ce $50,388.85 
DISBURSEMENTS. 

Rorbooksctand!pamphletscarse..<. stacseeseaecar<seere eae neta eee $10,563.13 
Se DEMOGICAll SUDSGLIPtONS. tase ntesree aerenea eck eee ene a ee 926.87 
See Dinclin Spam sre pein Ole DOOkS-se-eqt caters nce samcee se ee nee tenes 3,119.13 
Ee salaries of libraman and assistants cise. hs <cscsessu eset meeeeene 12,339.02 
ss Se soe Mane N dg anatOrS.o, ch. ceeesa aoc eke aren tery cee 1,793.86 
RAPIST co oatocu nalts ueets geese oRe en caleee sce Sane Nate, ataet ieee ae meee eee 1,605.94 
Sea PULCUE Te. coRC Raa beds vats welcaey Uploceciten Rule ee oWtea ball acs beeen Ce 952.50 
REC IAITS ,ctenctaradsanced4pipenant. ceugcauen ee teestasaa teste eee ee eae 183.88 
Be FU DPLICS a trrsaastten cons cce tht as cone taee yadeeccs Wine Dee eeee Pots unoaat 385.17 
 dDlaniss ands tallonenys «ulcsss aus etisecnc tea as eee ae ee ee 447.91 
PEE DOSUAL Cy cece tontecaeou cece wha nacecesrsetenc croatia eee Eee 135.65 
“printing catalog Sd bulletins: .i6.siniok. costae ioe epee 927.79 
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Mscradisisls oneannaeeseeeeeuiec mates 842.74 
Mie rece ard Treiehte 4st ol Act css 174.56 
pe prmisCellancous CXPENSES, .1.,...25césecccccces cach. cent, 242.00 
TUNES VSL eer el i a a es: 341.65 
© RGA eC Sa £225 i a i 5,847.15 
Motal disbursemen;ts.. isc .ccsec. nc. hos $40,828.95 


aaswaaistinsanes esate cise 9,559.90 
HERBERT BOWEN, Secretary. 
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


To the Commusioners of the Pubhe Library :— 

It is with much gratification that I call attention to the statis- 
tics of the year 1887, herein set forth, They show that the 
library is making substantial progress, not only in the addition of 
books to ita already creditable collection, but in extending the circle 
of its influence and increasing itsusefulness. At no previous time in, 
its history has it had so large a number of friends and patrons, found 
in all ranks of society, from the humblest to the most favored. 

It is the people’s library. Its literary treasures are free, to be 


used and enjoyed by those to whom such things must otherwise have 


been denied. 

There is, at this time, great activity in public library affairs, 
both in England and in this country. Not only cities, but numerous 
smaller communities, are building up libraries, supported by local 
taxation and administered for the benefit of all the residents of the 
municipality which supports them. These libraries are ami GR the 
most potent. factors in popular education. 

The president of the American Library Association said in his 
address at the last general meeting : 

“Public collections of books for the benefit of scholars are not 
new. They are as old as civilizatiou. They flourished in Egypt in 
the time of Ramses IT, in Athens at the time of Pericles, in Rome 
at the time of the Crsars, and all through the middle ages. Every 
country in Europe has its national library, and many a continental 
city has its old municipal library of musty books, which the masses 
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‘ofthe people never care to read. The universities have their 
collections and some of them are excellent. The public library is 
not a substitute for, and will never supplant, these and other collec- 
tions which are needed for the use of scholars. Its mission is among 
the people at large, to inspire a taste for reading, to raise the general 
standard of intelligence, to stimulate literary, historical and scientific 
research ; and when its own resources are exhausted, to send inquir- 
ers t» larger collections, if any such be accessible. In some of our 
cities the public library, besides providing for the wants of the 
masses, already outranks every other library of the vicinity in books 
of a higher grade, and has become the home of the scholar. The 
more we have of large collections of books, whether they be in cir- 
culating or reference libraries, the better it will be for the country.” 

The Detroit Public Library already ranks high among the 
public libraries of the United States, being exceeded in number of 
volumes by Boston, Cincinnati and Chicago, alone. There are 
fourteen other libraries in the country having a larger number of 
books, but they are not of the class known as public libraries—that 
is supported at the public expense and free to every resident of the 
city. I think this library will take equal rank, also, in the character 
of its books and in the character and intelligence of its patrons. 


USE OF THE LIBRARY. 
The registration and re-registration of users of the library 


during the year is shown by the following: 


Whole number valid cards outstanding............-ccesssesereaseccnsvevesres 12,858 
Number readers -registered in 1887.......c0cssecescssssesersscencgecseersceeces 3,429 
- Who re-registered in 1887......cccisssccsecnssecnssssssccnecsese serene 474 
“ new readers registered in 1887.......s:cccseeeeseseeeeceneenseenecees 2,975 
th fe Hf LOGOss test ves cecetoucveosessspesassense 3,153 
ve s is S LOSE lacks oul akeies hicevenet tones AeeIeOn 
Me a ce TOBA neo suadedetenesssaee ca Seacnneesta se see 1,346 


The library was open during the year 309 days for the circu- 
lation of books, and 364 days for reading and consultation of books 
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in the building. The number of books consulted in the building 
was 22,245 against 19,669 in the last preceeding year. The num- 
ber of books drawn out for home use was 181,921, against 147,616 
in the preceeding year. 


Number of books drawn out for home reading...........-+.++ 181 921 
~ « consulted in Library...........ssereecsseeoree 22 245 
Total use Of DoOKS in 1887......c..csscseceeerereceseesesceeseceeeseners 204 166 
a - _ LS QGheptechivarcacissedas cewnnsce dactsnanmrcsseecaies 167 285 
PNCKEASC WM) 1887 .20.c.serces ouster cue deeaees dacelsanasers + artless soda ssveaeemtens sta 36 881 
Motalsase’ of books Im M6872 .ca.. cheese cedenes) rene slaeslsantensmeroass's 204 166 
Ms  NPETIOG Cals MLO pacy sce ssepecesss srieaeerenenatsasre ss 87 267 
Total uses Labrary i 1887 .ccccseasesevssede<o~ onncrseraee= en escsscee 291 433 
v € Tote Os asin eeereem a ecencechoas, ouessetosdcts 227 886 
INCHEASE IN L887 sevens -cseceeeseaccseo esas cal ware tees soeeontenti-~=-tnaeees 63 547 


The following statement, covering only books drawn out. for 
home reading, shows the relative proportion of books drawn in the 
several classes named. If the books consulted in the building were 
included, the proportions would be changed, because these are 
mainly general literature, history and sociology, and not any fiction. 
But the custom of other libraries is followed in making these 
statistics exclusively for books circulated : 


“ATES fimeland ‘USehU Ls. J ca52.cce ses Yoocasess veces Ce ceceaseucn cot oress 2.32 per cent 
Miberature, poSthyndraimiay, CiGnececpeccec<seva cesstunnas coeneeeeetee 3.80 sc 
SCLODCE: saat snscshag du sevvacncaa toca Umer ute caer seme tee aeee oak cue ehe eee .gI < 
Rehisionsand: philosophiyne.<ccctseteeroct cose ee retee tect ccee tes .93 ‘ 
Sociology, polities, law, education: €tC.tq.c<ccssesecuanessce<oeuee 78 a 
EStOny, piogtapliy, atha Vicle.sweec sone cota eewenane teaeseneatoncteeee 6.68 2 
LTS KUH Oy Sere eng see eer ee eee ee nomic op sin dec opposer onten connie! 65.32 ¢ 
UBER ETT OS J oss ctny sweat ieee. dis nkv vhs CORES RARER conc eae ean teenie meet E402 «ae 
GGOLIMAT | et surest acuweceuseeteteareereee a tomes Miaens oe eae nO 3.86 # 


French and other continental lauguages 


It is proper to say in this connection that many books are 
strictly classified as fiction, which, to the reader inexperienced in 
library classification, would not be so considered. Therefore, it 
would be unjust to infer that the main item in the foregoing state- 
ment is made up altogether of novels. 
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GROWTH OF THE LIBRARY. 


The following shows the accessions of books during the year 
and the condition at its close: 


; Number of books Watuaryet, 9087, (by actual Count) sts eacmcves <r coc 70,550 
BCMy Purchase Aes ri aces.) Cia ots Omar Th 9,863 
s URE CAE TOR Fh ge sank tie EE eS Oe 7a 1,QII 
# SX CMAN SE Soli atenas atcha ee beegae ab onend caleceee 306 12,080 
TiO Rada? Bolt SAN eye a enseeees 82,630 
Ms ere LeT AN CU sat | crit jas tinct Here ombachlletiae ol ilethlns 1,382 
| one ire SE 29 Se PU noha ns ibis ie al dR NE RI 1,052 
TE aT RIGS (2) gil US a Ro i a EC Ne | 29 2,463 
Bremer books December 31, 18877 ...!o:cccdenc0es 44-4050 00gFieieweees 80,167 


The following shows the accessions during the year in the sever- 
al classes named, and the number of books in the Library at the 
close of the year : : 


Total 
Ps Accessions in 
‘ in 1887. Libr’y 
Bibliography, Cyclopzdias, DictionarieS.........ssccsseesscrsees DESe ys yil 
Bound Periodicals (general) and Newspapers.........2-....+++ 2,354 6,177 
Plosophy. Wrental ande Moral: .:t.ct-ccc-cccecseessenterseesses- cee 123 goo 
Religion cadact da Eta acah eH GneS Sa SeBnE CED ApEn SEnat cada aaah sateas oeRBane 559 5.495 . 
RMAC ANS CLEMC Er anh esha devnceecnds wachess saniesaeetle vested nackte sss 88 895 
Political ES GIMOTINYe Gieee. stants vetecees hamuhiernssskeconaaeeasteresneysss 24 486 
Adminisiration, Federal and Local Pub. Docs.........2...0000: 1,564 6,255 
DLW ieee sscesccscccatartelersctcpccen secsnacclsseets sdctascsreteanecsscsessius 2 629 
PRGIC Dal OMe sce.s hasbisetchsstusteaosterrs<asn. sescasasepodsecetet heosscep sas 62 goo 
PRUGLO OG ieee necacw stuns cascssaseutcone-versenssereroutitscesessshasdoseetets 601 1,871 
MUMBO OSNiececeascseeccelsevecceeceses els s-tetwansenreyincnesstalssslecouesrco a> 53 370 
BPR UUt AI GICHCES: eonuiarerteiscesitesdeeesedecsaseceasegaersstersnce comer Bor’ » 45303 
MMS GUGITG ee nereadase ass cteoacctn sAacette set sepaieracchastnnesaestorssccnete 357 91,332 
BOG CUT Ct weares vottees atest onereisninseseosaccteereriiennesarsses reser 76 788 
BD MESEIC KM CONOMMY: .aoesenvoc cose doetssenne (aveonte ss te eee Mes 4 Curt 8 144 
| heed UNS es So ees 8 acer poe erie? casee eee CCE OL ce oCCer Cc EeeRT enc nenciiacg 188 1,712 
MUMBA TUS ps2 triscenncaptscets ocseencacerssenccceaccesees Siescswoncesetees LO. 250 
English Literature (inc. Translations)...........::++ sessesseeeeres 2A7 A277, 
English Poetry and Drama (inc. Translations).............00++ 272 3,060 
PBIOSLAPNY .2..cvssoe0 cacvsscroussnsqeanmesonsvectecessaecsrnsestorscsarserses ABD? R227 
Geography, Travel and DeScription............ssseeeseeeeeeeereees 852 5,380 
MEAGLOLY se. sedi -ccecscesc.sccc-dnegseec ccyaaeesesceskaervacravsscrcnsesaecencat 850 = 7,769 
= Prose Fiction (including Juvenile) ...... ..cejcceecseerneevecesose BS52)) 2738 
— AMUSEMENLS........ccceeeecesscceescceeeeeeeseeeenceseseeseneeseenae sane eens 21 245 
— Books in Germani......scesersseeseccesessseseressrseteessnscensnacceenseees 46 3,584 
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Booksiin Hrenchs, -.-7.-220s) aaveeee-c- Bird Saad shone vee oe ears 718 2,834 
Boles ani, Gree laksa. vscsntueeseteceaas ter cneleotsemssrsam(erserignsricemaeses 14 120 
BOOS it AGatUiNi, secu focsuteseeespilensae seanee tines racemes ecisea ne Temes: 55 543 
Books in Italian and Spanish..........scceceeseseeeeeseeseeeeeceesseues 27 145 
Books in Minor Languages........s.csecscssceceeececnceesereesececasere 4 134 

TO talics. setaee estates coe ea eee eal eae panes ein geiaetoate 12,080 80,167 


Of the duplicate books in the library sold or exchanged dur- 
ing the year, 1094 were public documents sent to Washington, in 
pursuance of an arrangement by which the Superintendent of docu- 
ments is undertaking to supply deficiencies in sets in libraries, on 
condition that duplicate volumes are sent to him. The remaining 
202 volumes were exchanged with other libraries and individuals 
for which 155 volumes were received in return. In June a priced 
catalogue of 912 volumes of duplicates was printed and sent to 
various libraries and others likely to be interested. From this list 
219 volumes were sold or exchanged, leaving 693 undisposed of. 
The sales brought $107.88 cash into the treasury, though all the 
duplicates sold were not included in the above mentioned catalogue. 

The list of donors to the library numbers 258 and will be found 
_in,an appendix to this report. The most notable gifts were those 
made by Dr. James F. Noyes of this city, of a large number of 
medical books and pamphlets, and of a considerable number of 
public documents from the libraries of the late John S. Newberry 
and Robert McClelland. John N. Bagley gave us 30 volumes of 
public documents, Alfred Chesebrough 13 volumes of miscellaneous 
books; John C. Brown, of Haddington, Eng., gave us a complete 
set of his valuable works on Forestry, comprising 15 volumes. S. 
A. Green, of Boston, was, as usual, a liberal contributor. Mount 
Holyoke Seminary gave us a complete set of their catalogues 
and a history of the institution. Charles Caverly, of Boston, 
gave us a. complete set of the Oniverzalist Register, 
going back 56 years. This set could not have been bought. 
Dowager Lady Vernon, of England, gave a set of the superb 


edition of Dante in four magnificent folio volumes, edited by the 
late Lord Vernon, on condition that the library pay the trifling 
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cost of the press-work upon a few of the then unprinted plates. 
_ In shipping it to us the set was valued by our agent in London for 
customs purposes at $50. Many of the gifts were exceedingly 
valuable, not alone intrinsically, but because they could not have 
been got through the channels of trade. 


BINDING AND REPAIR OF BOOKS. 


The bills for binding have been unusually large during the past 
year, owing to the very large accessions of volumes of periodicals, 
many of which were bought in numbers. Special attention has 
been paid to the repairing of books, all of which work has been 
done in the building. The library has not for many vears been in 
so good shape as at present in respect to the condition of the books. 
The expense of operating the library bindery during the year was 
* $896.15, of which $828.36 was for labor and $67.79 for material. 

The following shows the work turned out: , 


PME TA IOOKS: LEDOUNGL cm) noes in. 8e naaseteecacrion oe tcinns wets Soececssabsacestssces 871 
fs PTheSe WeCral 4 -reGAaSed. cr. conemomaet ereeranen ert ooetemece morte 778 

“i EAS Site) OVEN kd 314 tbe Sea We apne OEE Se chia Pace Seer enna 184 ~ 
if RMAC DAML 2 Seyi te nso dn. Mactan secosedasebekgestsassh cersasauncters sts I 941 
Motalibooks Nandledsa scw.c-$..4 easdeseaaee ees resesends toe) 3774 


Beside these there were made 57 large pamphlet cases and 39 
bulletin covers, 
All the binding of new books and nearly all the rebinding of 
old books was done under contract by The Richmond & Backus Co., 
3 Cliff & Higgins and Winn & Hammond. The total cost of this con- 
tract work was $2,222.98, for which sum there were 3,814 books 
bound and 761 books relettered. The average cost of the binding 
was about 57 cents per volume. A large number of the periodicals 
were bound in morocco at about 75 cents per volume. English 
-buckram has been largely employed on books subjected to the hard- 
est usage and gives good satisfaction. Binding with this material 
costs about 40 cents a volume. The material is imported expressly 
- for us and costs about 50 cents a yard by the piece. 


« 


14 LIBRARY COMMISSION 


‘PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 

Upwards of 3,000 bound volumes of periodicals of the various 
classes, mainly general, have been added to the library within the 
year. Good progress had been made in the previous year in the 
same direction, so that now the library is better equipped in respect 
to periodical literature than most libraries of the same grade. 


Beside securing many periodicals of a special class, such as science, — 


medicine, philosophy, religion, etc., an effort has been made to 
get nearly everything covered by Poole’s Index. So much has 
been already accomplished that there seems to be good ground to 
hope that the desired end may soon be gained. 


RELATIONS WITH THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


Continued efforts have been made to establish closer relations 
with the public schools. Various plans have been suggested and 
discussed, but nothing can be acomplished practically without the 
co-operation of the school authorities, and it is especially necessary 
that there should be Jively and earnest interest on the part of 


teachers. Recently, on recommendation of teachers in the High 


" School, some 200 volumes were bought, comprising three to a dozen 
copies of standard works in history, literature and science. These 


have been put into the hands of the teachers, in the way that best 


suits their convenience. They express great enthusiasm over the 
prospect of accomplishing better results than ever before, through 
the increased facilities thus afforded them. Ifit shall appear that 
these books are doing the service expected, additional ones and 
additional copies will be procured, as wanted. The library con- 
tinues to be used as it has been in the regular way, by high school 
pupils and Detroit College pupils who have cards in their own 
names, and who are given by their teachers special topics to study 
and write upon. 
SUNDAY READING. 


In spite of misgivings in some quarters, the library was opened 
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-in March, 1886, for Sunday afternoon and evening reading. The 


ae 


library is closed for circulation of books, but all the other depart- 
ments are open. After nearly two years experience with the Sun- 
day opening I can commend it most heartily. It is pleasant indeed 
to look into the reading-room on Sunday afternoon or evening and 
see it filled with people, sometimes a clergyman or two among 
them, quietly perusing magazine or book. It is also a pleasant 
thing for those who have no such cosy quarters in which to read, 
or no such ample list from which to select their reading matter, 


to come to the library for an hour or two on Sunday. 
The whole number of Sunday readers during the year was 


5,216, an average of a trifle over 100 for each Sunday, the general 
average for week days being upwards of 171. The largest Sunday 
attendance was in October, average 147; the smallest was in J uly, 
average 48. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT. 


Since August the main library room has been lighted by the 
Edison [luminating Co. This has been regarded in the nature of © 
an experiment, both as to the character of the light and the expense. 
The cost of wiring the building ($400), was assumed by the Com- 
mission. The expense of the light thus far has not varied much 
from that of gas in the corresponding months of the preceeding 
year. I think the light is generally more satisfactory than gas, 


- especially on account of the ease with which the lamps are lighted 


and can be carried about, being supported with flexible cord. It 


is certainly preferable to gas in the matter of smoke and soot. 
Neither does it vitiate the atmosphere nor increase the temperature. 


NEW GALLERY. 
During the year the fourth gallery has been put in, complet-— 


ing the interior of the building according to the plans of the 
designer. This gallery affords an increase of about 1,500 shelves 


to the capacity of the library. It has just been finished, and at the 
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date of this report no books have been put on the shelves. A 
re-arrangement of the books in the upper galleries will be next in 
order and it will be found necessary to move some books from lower 
galleries to higher. The aim will be to keep the books mcst in 
demand nearest the surface of the earth, to save the arduous labor 
of climbing stairs. Yet as the library grows the books must be 
placed in more remote cases. Happily no more galleries can be 
added, and whatever shape future enlargement of book storage 
facilities may take, they can be lifted no nearer the empyrean. 


HENRY M. UTLEY, 
December 31, 1887. Inbrarian, 


Log aethaeeeen TY took 


APPENDIX — A, 


SUMMARY 


OF STATISTICS OF THE 


ANNUAL GROWTH OF THE LIBRARY AND USE OF THE 
BOOKS, FROM THE BEGINNING. 


Veae: No. Volumes at Library Read’g Home Ready Total use 

end of year. during year. during year, during year. 
SG Siseee' ela ss pee seove SS Gee Lee ae a PN pte eh otiars 4 700 
INS Roa ee eae LOND OOM RE Se TE oon acre ach pei at Se ere ‘ 15 000 
Shire aise vesvass'aa LOO 20 ae erie erate same hres aha ee 30 000 
MSGS. stheense: ceva neces POR GZO% wet Meese cpus we cnranegaes 35 000 
SOW ann se(aen a cocks IPERS | dice Poche ccm Nae teary 3, 40 000 
MSO er ssctekeetate sases ROT ae. Sie cece airy Meas aco ay 40 000 
Oilers. scmniscacoun ect 21 161 7 200 45 600 52 800 
St seccsessdacaccus 22 115 9 200 98 000 107 200 
MS Aouctiaceacdaecptcessr 22 882 10 100 115 000 125 100 
NS Ae ails sce Sain jo seine 24 176 10 200 145 000 155 200 
SAD elerce nese dsc vee reich 24 903 11 000 148 000 159 600 
MS Gilew es ant cee snccace 33 604 11 500 148 000 159 500 
Ribena tsag erisitvadclen’ 87 703 12 000 150 000 162 000 
MSL Oas adobe sete sieoes.ns 39 045 15 000 184 200 199 200 
MAE tse sep es wsiccesciee 40 358 15 000 185 500 200 500 
HSS Oeectekioe ter asietvessire 40 496 12 000 113 85 125 585 
ihe te 4 Se AOaE, eRe EEPEE ES 42 413 12 000 116 932 128 932 
INSTS MAN oane-Gacbapanee 50 605 10 432 102 610 113 042 
MS Sotesascsuapistinees cs 53 621 13 314 114 960 128 274 
HSB pce ean se cbciagccests 56 668 Il 722 126 376 138 098 
US SB css ccigeredee v2ce209, 000 15 481 134 068 149 549 
USB OW Ro vsceasetsecss es 70 550 19 669 147 616 167 285 
teks Gadante pace saeeane 80 167 22 246 181 921 204 166 


Notre—Prior to 1880 the statistics of the use of the library were estimated. The figures 
are given above as they were reported from year to year, but the accurate record which has 
since been kept makes evident the fact that the estimates were not very close. 


APPENDIX b. 


Following is a list of donors to the Library during the year 
and the number of bound volumes and pamphlets given by each: 
Vol. Pamph. 


Agricultural College, Lansing........-..:::::se-seeeeeesnecteeeeeteseenes nee 3 
Albion College, AlDIOn. .......:.0.00ccscsecceeecneceseecesrterereccenecseene one 3 
Ailen.Chas. E-. Burlinetom, Vt. 422.jsctesae-nessceenasren sea veaesee eee 16 
Allen, E. B.; Topeka, Kis. 02.22 sis. ccacteeeceneeecne toes t ee acpsecte-sceenees 1 tx 
American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Mass...... te oe cre 26 47 
American Bar Association, Baltimore, Md............. Meee cheer Bark 1 
American Geographical Society, New York..............--2-0ese00 L 13 
American Philological Association, Boston...........-...s66 -:seesee ee 1 
Ames, J. G., Washington, D. C............. MESS ce REE REE Otc mere 
Amherst College, Amberst Mass .isveen.sse.cacenaces oo- ensadeubenareeetaers 2 
Apprentices Library; be biladelphiaiis.-<cmem ewes scenester arenas 28 
Bagley wnINe ID Gttoitiveccmonscssincvessseanttesseces-ceecceontlse ree enneee 30 
Baker HB. 7 LanSinoty fri ac cepa cs oop ale -tsareusosisemc ag eee amano il 
BaEDOthts eae lis, dD trol teas sees senate bacon beeen tees ek cement eee eee 1 
Bartlett ja Ws; Detroteiees.ccrsecc.dassncasareessstcce TRS ne eee 2 Af 
IBAITLSEt So Ps Quimey, till sree. sien ateene, docon cae: cee ceeperack dea ieepee ease 2 
Battell, R., Norfolk, Conn........... gett teeeeeceeeeeeeeetseeseererseteeees 1 
BenetroyiV',) Washing tom, 14 Coicagaddcates ccc scan cau bapeeeonccuenee 1 
Billings. ].,S; Washing tom. Ce site: ads ce cent cee anes tereeree = 
Birchard Library, Fremont, O..... SEN die. eee ee 1 
BISHOp) Jasy Lrentony INGa tla acs tech ommae cree taeee een nee one ane 10 Le 
iBlanchard.C.. Avs NWiheaitoms LS Meas cqotectres vege ic tae oe eee 1 
Boardof Trade; ‘OmahastiIeb & castes tesese sac ance ee nce ee 1 
Bobrick Ci Ar. Bost Om ieee secck eels ete an teens ce eae ah eee il 
BollesWAr Sopblarrisbtng >. Paessc.cscueetaoennicccacocstes eae one 1 ae 
BOWweMe 1 ELDErt;, DEE Ol bee. .ca acess ee ee ee 19 11 
Brackett,.G.\C. Lawrence, Ks z..a eee tcc cc el ee ee 7 
Baitishseatents Orice, eondoms..5.a5. setae eee eee ee ee 1 AG 
Brooklyn “Library, Brookdym. 1/08 sotseevoneatoccusscctenn: aaencvedeuee 2 
Brown, J. Cy Haddington, Eng....2.ch Ma. .ccees TRANG ass 15 Sign Ie 
Brown obt, New= —Elav.en.. Comm ster cneeces ce cee cete eee ay Cees sf 5 
Bryant rt. WiacPontlartd 2M 6, cack eterno eee ee ee 1 nie 
Brymner, D3 Ottawa, \Canisccanssacon eer oe tee i: 
Buffalo: Library; “Buffalo. .i04 ich. eS aa eess aac aes eeect sate cece ties 1 
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Biel SIA aban COMM DiainOs ©), cessesis ee kaenaansreance dence atte 8 
Canada, Fisheries Department, Ottawa.s.csi.clisislevssseslebseoese 5 
Canada, Interior Department, Ottawa .cciscaecsestesesletdees.cek... 2 
Beery Nasi DOStON ase retdic. ccc cecsses sotucesessaades doe okeod Lk 
CGhamber.or Comm ercey, Cincinnattsss.tcccvses ccedsdes ce ott 1 
Gramberol CommercenS ti Pauliccsaestasese kee ee ee 
Mee HIPOM er Ine Pip DCEO 28 acs teze cations satcuadic smn uae 13 
Sigur ety, slot FAs Petrol ties acct asc «.haceseseciste this. eect ee 7 
eeu Library, Wvianohester,’ No Hoesdeveswtela aioe Meee a 
Pity tarary, New burghy: No seit. ssuecevllvsasvasteamwea tint cloh lees 
Gipykaibrary, opringhelds-Mass.si:i.ccnest chill eases ad tote wae avi 
Ghanie Virss He Oy Brighton: sinc. ce tees g Etat ection 1 
> AG wai De Dee Bch eq oy] ae ee eee nee meee a NSS Hi Sue S he eR Ns 1 
SobcdemGlhwb;, Oma Oris. wseesaseeome cece ee ae eee ee 
GoerwliA |. Denyvera Cobia scala eaae eee eee 
Columbia Gollese; New: Works. .css.he: 0c. sk cated este tet eh ete 1 
Gooke ew = Ws, -Burling tony Vitis. ieeehe taecs ces eects eae eoe Ae 1 
Oley sale Mi Aan AL b Omeraes ze gee cedessaatttae oe nlc os cee eteoe ede Peete 
Soppenss key. Chas: Detroitae.. Maginnis usaccteene ora iveee ees 2 
ounces = W.;AuSUstay delice. cece sevcaccoses tow ee acs macdsneeieetaet 
Coxealanres:: GrandoRapidsiiss.casccnceacceusacoctoaseseas ees iat abceeeeeenemives 
CSrhES VV ats VAs BOSCON forsake tease sont sd cee eda code tear ea toe T ecu ate 11 
SiGe Vso) 31 OSTOM Fer nant tues ee ceaeaeceatetatoes seen eepbaeeeaa cies Tue aaa Or es 
WATCH On EON USTIIN LOK: ta coe o.85 so sen del bee Pode teaeee cece eet Mees 
Darling. Gx Wis Uiticay AN Mest iy ao vases each ciaes eG secehucoen totes 
IN etroik: Collese. Detroit sss inssesosetc «1 nnctnsmsc stares Me oases he ot ecareesee ee 
eve rw Le Eval IN Cian VOLK: cescvesaseseseeenatinc ces tcaeteernar cas saree teemrces 
Dutiel da Sma Detrol tel sitics cies, ee ho N Cece Sait ei cmcee pete cate 
Wine Ce bts St JOSe phi Mosse ae sceteoehasees-ce sae REA. ci 
Ho} cimaT MIAN) BLD CLL Ol trices cure igs qoeseetineca Levert csteenetrons scree ce senees 1 
tire, DsSe WEACISON: * Wi1Sis.c<cdeecsec censeccoeetetcoces Pes asnieehs 1 
MDYUIS eV Wired et CRE OIE Oeics voted sao cuneaase re atmemaces tase tone tene sees 39 
iMcavardsekichards opine tieldy lll eetvsesesesyedsttncerienreceseartes 1 
EDN UGK Oe Om bead 5rd KOLB 000 ee CRORE CER Eet de ton catibbe OSeeeE epOSCAMEDREOLEOE: SDs HG sac 
Sse MeINStitlte ws AleMmibe LASS: sesteawees tates dawn cece ensedsaneseeressthieses 
ene INE Wises DUA lOmese san dev soonse tan seeeesesescasnacts coteac ace assos 1 
essetitn Aw Wem ol nam DUS O vases seset scare seteesescottene sesee seer cacncaete 1 
BiGerSe Wale PON IKS seeeit fo: ath vaovseadanare Scancctaad ears .ces bic ent athe 
elaine ao tOnemlacetesar ose sect a ocmcenciasterehsieeosedarcaenisceest sere cane 
Miletcner Pree Mibrary, DIbiMe Oly Vitsvcotescc nett retesrsre smears eal wee 
Flourney, H. W., Richmond, Va...... cscccccecceseeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeenees 1 
(Pvonaale SIVAN Yeti doit aceite ose yaeebeon” od ect enbioice erBereoodor: ceiocogseans 2 
ineden, Rev. J.P.) Detroit 7 oe. ceey sc ecseeceaecec'ere--escnsrson sacs ness 1 
Friends: Free Library, Germantown, Pa........:..sssscceseeeeseeseseer ons 


Gagnon, C. A, E, QUEDEC.... cessesscerenrseneseseseeeeeeeeseeeesennesereess ri 


Dr po: 


HPENyHorw: 


. 
a a ed 


20 é APPENDIX. 


Vol. ‘Pamp * 


Giles, P., Syracuse, N. Y.....scecsssstseveverssssrereneegeectesretecserapade fee 
Gildehaus, Chas., St. LOwis..........55 cece sscseee coreeeesseer soececweee snes 
Gilmore, L. B. Detroit..........ccecsecneceececcecenceene sateen necareneesanons 8 
Grant, Nils, Detroit ..............-2:scessesensecececseeeceseesaeasenecescasees il 
Gray, David, Buffalo ..........cccsesersssescesseceenssceseeesescusccce stones sor 
Green, Seth, Rochester, N. Y..........sscscsesceerceersereensvereessececes one 
Green ewAy BOSTON cs -caeedeen Varies ements ae Sta a depeche atten 3 
Green, S. S., Worcester, Mass........0.ccceceee scree eeeeerae seeecsnceees 00s 
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Stevens, B. F., London 
Stewart, T. J., Harrisburg 
Storrs, L. C., Lansing 
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DETROIT PUBLIC LIBRARY 


READING ROOM. 


Open week days, 9 A. M. to 9 P. M. 
Sundays and Holidays, 2 to 9 P. M. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS, JOURNALS ANU MAGAZINES, 


DAILY NEWSPAPERS. 


Atlanta Constitution. 
Boston Herald. 
Buffalo Courier. 
Chicago Times. 
a Tribune. 
Cincinnati Commercial Gazette. 
ee Enquirer. 
Cleveland Leader. 
Detroit Free Press. 
co Tribune 
“Evening News. 


‘Evening Journal. & 


“ Abend -Post. 
Louisville Courier-Journal. 
Milwaukee Sentinel. 


New Orleans Times. 
New York Commercial Bulletin. 


‘f Herald. 
© Sun. 

“* Times. 

ne Tribune. 
rt World. 


Philadelphia Times. 
San Francisco Bulletin. 
St. Louis Republican. 
St. Paul Pioneer-Press. 
Toronto Globe. 

sf Mail. 
Washington Republican. 


WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS. 


Cheboygan Tribune. 

Courier des Etats Unis. (Dimanche.) 
Familien-Blatter. (Detroit.) 
Independence Belge. 

Le Figaro, 


ART; ILLUSTRATED AND H 


American Art, 

Art Amateur. 

Art Journal. 

Die Gartenlaube. 

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper. 
Harper’s Bazaar. 


tt Weekly. 
Illustrated London News. 
Judge. 


London Times. 

Marthas Vineyard Herald. 

New York Evening Post (semi-weekly) 
Plaindealer (Detroit) 

Sonntags-Herold. 


UMOROUS JOURNALS. 


Life (N.Y.) 

London Graphic. 
Magazine of Art. 

New York Graphic. 
Paris Illustre. 
Portfolio (Hamerton’s) 
Puck. 

Punch, 

Ueber Land und Meer. 


American Catholic Quarterly. 
American Journal of Psychology. 
Andover Review. 

Baptist Quarterly Review. 
Boston Pilot. 

Catholic World. 

Christian Register. 

Christian Union. 

~ Churchman. 

Church Quarterly Review. 
Church Review. 

Dublin Review, 


APPENDIX. D5: 


RELIGIOUS AND PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNALS. 


Gospel in all Lands. 

Journal of Christian Philosophy. 
Journal of Speculative Philosophy. 
Manifesto. 

Mcthodist Review. 

New Yerk Christian Advocate. 

oe Examiner. 

“ Observer. 
Religio-Philosophical Journal. 
The Path. 

Unitarian Review. 
Universalist Quarterly. 


BUSINESS, PROFESSIONAL AND SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS. 


Advance (Detroit.) 

American Antiquarian. 
American Architect. 

American Engineer, 

American Journal of Philology. 
American Journal of Science. 
American Machinist. 


American Meteorological Journal. 


American Naturalist. 

Army and Navy Journal. 
Bankers’ Magazine [London| 
Bankers’ Magazine [N. Y.] 
Bookmart. 

Builder and Woodworker. 
Carpentry and Building. 
Chamber of Commerce Journal, 
Chemical News. 

Civil Service Record. 
Decorator and Furnisher. 
Dental Cosmos. 

Dramatic News. 

Education. 

Electrician. 

Electrical Review [London] 
Engineering. 

English Mechanic. 

Vire and Water. 

Forest and Stream. 

Hall’s Journal of Health. 
Indicator [Detroit] 
Industrial World, 


Interntional Record of Charities. 


Iron Age.. 


Journal of Education. 
Journal of Franklin Institute. 
Lancet [London] 

Laws of Life. 

Michigan Farmer, 
Microscope [Detroit] 

Million. 

Mining Record. 

Musical World. 

Nature. 

Painters’ Magazine. 
Pharmaceutical Era [Detroit] 
Pharmaceutical Journal. 
Phonographic Monthly. 
Photographic Times. 

Political Science. 

Popular Gardening. 

Popular Science Monthly. 
Postal Bulletin [Daily] 

Postal Guide. 

Poultry World. 

Publishers’ Weekly. 

Quaker City Philatelist. 
Quarterly Journal of Economics. 
Railroad Engineering [Van Nostrand’s] 
Railroad Gazette. 

Science. 

Scientific American . 

Scientific American Supplement. 
Spirit of the Times 

Student Statesman, 
Traveler’s Record. 
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LITERATURE. HISTORY, ETC. 


Academy [London] | 
All the Year Round. 
American Journal of Archaeology. 
American Magazine. 
Argosy. 

Athenaeum. 

Atlantic Monthly, 
Belgravia. 
Blackwood's Magazine. 
Century, 

Chambers’ Journal 
Contemporary Review. 
Co-operative Index. 
Cornhill Magazine. 
Critic. 

Deutsche Rundschau. 
Dial. 

Eclectic Magazine. 
Edinburgh Review. 
English Illustrated Magazine. 
Fortnightly Review. 
Forum. 

Gentleman’s Magazine 
Good Words, 

Harper’s Monthly. 
Harper’s Young People. 
Harvard Mcnthly- 
frish Monthly. 

Library Journal. 
Library Notes. 

Leisure Hour. 
Lippincott’s Magazine. 
Literary News. 
Literary World. 
Littell's Living Age. 
London Quarterly. 
London Society. 
Longman’s Magazine, 


MacMilllan’s Magazine. 
Magazine of American History. 
Magazine of Western History. 
Memorah. 

Mind 

Modern Review. 

Month. 

Murray’s Magazine. 

Nation. 

Narragansett Hist. Register. 
National Review. 

New England Magazine. 

New Englander and Yale Review. 


N. E. Historical and Gen. Register. 


Nineteenth Century. 
North American Review. 


Ohio Archelog. and Hist. Quarterly. 


Outing. 

Overland Monthly. 
Pennsylvania Magazine. 
Princeton Review. 
Quarterly Review. 
Reliquary. 

Revue des deux Mondes. 
St. Nicholas. 

Saturday Review. 
Scottish Review. 
Scribner’s Magazine. 
Shakespeariana. 
Southern Bivouac. 
Sunday Magazine. 
Temple Bar. 

To-day. 

U.S. Catholic Hist. Magazine. 
Westminster Review. 
Wide Awake. 

Woman’s Journal. 
Youth’s Companion. 


Pan Oly- PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


OF THE 
Cor DE RO NEL E 


DOR THE YHAR 1888. 


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 


OF THE 


Boetic LIBRARY OF DETROIT. 


Members. Address. Term Expires. 
ME Le AR BOURaaccsesoceecee aon 30 Bulle Blocksennseremscicamene Jan. 1, 1890 
GOS 5 J OSMBE esesenceeavuceoeese: City eblallis: cvemyetrecscmaeecs aan ie ilete 
HIERBERT BOWEN .....cc.000se00c-0s 9 Bank Chambers seccseesecce-e ess “1892 
HBNRY AS ELARMON ...c.sscscsces Pe Bulls OGkterenseseseeececreenet “18938 
RicHARD Storrs WiLLIs........ 46 Moffat Building ................. “1894 
MONE SPD UTZ ice... sse se aceceseen 144 Jefferson AVE, ........00ccserees “1895 
Winnraim Vey MOOREs.¢...---2-...-0 Moftat: Building.s.cacds steeceseesaes Ex-officio. 


OFFICERS OF THE LIBRARY COMMISSION, 1889. 


Gin: S.-ELOSMER co. s.55tee0es- nee President. 

MAGNUS BUTZEL.........-0.20000 Vice-President. 

HERBERT BOWEN..............6 Secretary. 

ALBERT IVES, ew-officio........... Treasurer. 
Committee on Books. .....cssccce sesceceee- Messrs. Hosmer, BowEN, WILLIs. 
Comittee on Internal Management...... © Barsour, HARMON, BUTZEL. 
Committee on Fumance........cc.s0sscoesss0 iy Burzet, Moorr, BARBouR. 


LIBRARY STAFF. 


JEUDIRGTR Tat Ceegpcenone ene CF eda se enciehnnosesmancteaneataaccttees Henry M. Urtry. 
Assistant Librarians..........0..0+ Luctan B. GrrmorE, NoRMAN C. PERKINS. 
Library Assistants—Miss M, E. Lapur, Saran A. CocHRrAne, Mrs. MATIE 
Parton, Misses Lizzts Hurst, Mary GANLEY, ZERLINA FREED- 
MAN, Heten C. Bares, AticeE M. Ketiy, Neviure T. KEuey, 
TRENE GIBSON. 
Reading Room Attendants—Gro. W. Ospory, Mrs. 8. E. Doin, Epiru 
PATTON. 
Ourator Museum—HEnry B. Suir. 
Jawitor—CHARLES HACK. 
Janitor’s Assistunts—ANNIEB McDermott, MAry RYAN. 
Binding Department—Cuas. L. Brupry, Krrrrn GARLAND, 


“ =Blected Jan. 1889, to succeed Jas. V. Campbell, resigned, 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 


To the Board of Education of the City of Detroit: 

The reports of the Secretary and Librarian hereto attached 
give all necessary information respecting the condition of the 
library and its operations during the past year. 

There were no extraordinary expenses during the year, 
except for finishing tL» fourth gallery and fitting it up with 
book cases. This gallery atfords much-needed relief for the 
previously overcrowded shelves in the other portions of the 
building. Already a large part of this new section is occu- 
pied with books. 

The Secretary’s report shows a balance in the treasury con- 
siderably larger than that of a year ago. The expenditures 
have been economized in anticipation of a large outlay for 
printing a general catalogue. The lack of such a catalogue 
has long been one of the greatest obstacles in the way of public 
knowledge of what there really is upon our shelves, and with- 
out such knowledge the use of the books is hampered and 
restricted. A well arranged catalogue is a key which unlocks 
the resources of the library and renders them available. Such 
a catalogue, which has been prepared at great expense of time 
and labor, is now about ready for printing. 

- The Librarian’s report gives the details of the growth and 
use of the library. The statistics show that never before were 
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there so many persons availing themselves of the privileges 
which it affords, and that in no previous year was it so exten- 
sively used. There was an aggregate use of nearly three 
times the whole number of books; and while the use was 
mainly in one or two of the more popular classes, yet the fact 
is that the call for books for investigation by students and 
others making researches on special topics was very much 
greater than ever before. The demands upon the library in 
this respect are constantly growing; so if it would keep abreast 
of the times and meet this demand, more money must be spent 
every year in buying the best class of books. As the reputa- 
tion of the library extends it is attracting to our city men and 
women who come here to make use of the advantages which 
such an institution affords, While it is our duty as custodians 
of a free public library to consider first the wants of the great 
mass of the people for popular reading, it should also be our 
aim to promote advanced study and research and to cultivate 
and elevate the public taste. 

It is a matter for congratulation that ways and means are 
being devised to promote a closer intimacy between the library 
and the public schools. Great expectations are based on the 
success of the scheme, which it is hoped no untoward event 
may delay. This movement is not merely local but extends 
through all the cities which have public libraries similar to 
ours. 

This Board sincerely regrets the resignation of Judge Camp- 
bell, who has since the organization of the Commission in 1881 
been its president. We appreciate the fact that the increasing 
burden of his duties in connection with the Supreme Bench led 
him to feel that he was neglecting a conscientious discharge of 


his duties in relation to the library. Yet there is no hesitancy 
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in saying that not only ourselves but the public would look 
with entire equanimity upon any apparent indifference, if 
only he had continued to give such counsel and time as he 
could afford to duties so consonant with his learning, tastes, 
and the habits of a lifetime, His services to the library dur- 
ing the eight years of his connection with the Board have 
been invaluable, and for which, since there is no other fee or 
reward, he is entitled to the thanks of the community. 

This Board has been asked by a Common Council committee 
on revision of the city charter if it would suggest any legisla- 
tion affecting the library. ‘The present law has been in exist- 
ence many years, and has proved entirely satisfactory. Under 
it the library has grown in size, usefulness and popularity, and 
all its affairs have worked smoothly. No legislation is needed 


and none should be thought of. 
GEO. 8. HOSMER, 


President. 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 
To the Commissioners of the Detroit Public Library: 
In compliance with the rule of the Board, I submit a 
report of the receipts and disbursements on account of the 


Library Fund for the year 1888: 


RECEIPTS. 

Balancevon hand Jans list; LSS ereeacssemsecsesesricee cists scliaeeseactelcee $ 9,559 90 

(Cita ries 8 Ike {e\s) soosdo teadcigon su aoceRcon“aoicaScosoSrodoonosser $26,294 13 
i UO Siena toil tshy del2h ast. on gaccconssocebedshcccng stoncceon.c05035 43 37 

———— 26,343 50 

County Treas., fines and penalties................csssressssesscesceceensens 8,796 26 

As Tyes, Treas. interest ony ACCOUNT 2.q.ace. nce «as.164-re cod. senses eres 427 14 

Library fives ic) «sisigstacwseewscte emdadeane Secctuaes ecpmariegciscceetisan einemecnc 612 15 

Salestof "Catalogues. cisccecsccecesecencsssdeesce'sessscscasnseeswectenn apetecemes 66 75 

Sailes:of duplicate dOOks:.d.ceqc...nacececsesech ee meee cc temasdeeen eaaeeee =~) L10s863 

Lost, books paid Lory. scersctines toe teen assece ween cosanct iste aceeste Mew eee Renee 19 74 

Miscellaneous! sources 5.x. savdes..saasicse deen ens eulhdsoanieatelscieire duaeienelees 31 60 

Potal receipts...ceive. ste eeceugereceseeeeocae eee ae ee eee $45,967 67 
DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid'for books and pamphiletsvostssteace+ eoesccetieea, eceeeen enemies ete neete $ 6,749 03 
Hf) © periodicalt subscriptions s..s-c vs. s-cee=cnenese ieee eee nace ee 1,138 79 
oS) binding and repair of books....oscercnaeeaetea en eceeer eee 2,995 43 
io ealariesjotelibrary stalineccssore. sce ee etceeeenceeer eee eee 12.060 55 
A MO JamitOr SERVICE Ws, eve bacetean-asseversnentupone se aneaanveeeneenss 1,920 20 
SO SE UD IAG 2 Eiw owed sleics uslcsocigeste seennele oambne Gee See Rene: eee eee aoa REE 1,620.34 
OFS HUE Sc aie ovsae yeinse oeenietigeee te pen aabe ee tee MMe SeR ee rE ECR eRE RRR 815 00 
SE WE epee 5.31, catteieeas deems iste cee se eb eee SeeRee eee ce cera eee ee eee 423 82 

Paid for book cases and fixtures......... gasps loc oie hace eae ene $ 1,862 28 
=). eprinting, blanks mind statlonenyse--erestee ase easeee eee eee 522 22 
se E" Janitor sisupplies.s..ckiccecess sab nacaeameee sta eeeer eee ee 137 59 
$0 OM POBEAB Og seins doen tun since nee Conti Sate ce Ce eee ee cee 132 59 
‘ * freight and express \charmesa.cam .s.e erode eee eee 155 70 
“. “6 paiscellaneoussi.:, vergces set ten canons eee 143 94 

Lotaldisbursements:e-casee.ereeerceeete cee ceee eee eR een $30,677 48 
Balance on hand’ Dee, $1)1868..40.-2-.c.. eee $15,290 19 


HERBERT BOWEN, 


Secretary. 
JANUARY 1, 1889, 
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


To the Commissioners of the Public Library : 
Ihave the honor to submit my report of the growth and 


work of the library for the year 1888: 


Number of books in the library Jan. 1, 1888 .............:sssccsscceseeceees 80,167 
PAMICLECESINES DY, PULCHASE aspen ceaee faccntue see ineseaecs sbiecetoe sees es caese 6,058 
¥ 2B Gilteremtedeeeccaecaceuecancewet tence Soaerntea ramen ote ets 353 
: sf EXCHANGES cc cass cnedecnesnsescoversvusebeince sscccmareorees 68 
4 ¥ Dindimgepain pl lets ebGra-csaeescuse sens ecto arate see 415 6,894 
LOtaliicsscaveashedeiee de tewives ener oases 87,061 
Sold and exchanged ..2:.:.....ccc0seee. mshoaetcettrorainatatoletsfere etanretdoe eters 200 
WMGEMITIAd (FOTIMOUE) os cats <antosrinrioiteaiatenteyeasoerta ofebroleliarotatysfortetshatatclete 1,221 
MARU BIL Ale: LON ee joasccnseeetiennronsctinccantardaroddasans adeno eet 18 1,439 
Munber ot snookssDecr ol ol SSS, mcsccncenae+ any ce casei on aer eased 85,622 


The net increase during the year of some of the principal 


_ classes of books is indicated in the following: 


Ha OIMCa DD CLIO CA lSiases crete essicist - dene eigsaersoseiivels saline stcnns silse ate neve sawocealaeowenea 1,233 
Teche 8 gece ad deegecet a she Sou COEF U Beso pte Ab noc aban. deacon eas bReHooDT. con ceed tsondcndaudoe 618 
TESTO 1A) 00) oopeqanor CnLcnteboe es Bb 20250C0 1odeo auacikodAonan dopico soacidecco.cis0 aca coac 367 
“Bib 8 ID Yas (owt oj atoyal (Go. Sagnocear deocec ek deveaueoc oboe ce. oddundan weidseeccoodesaecc 345 
JR a 0s. deoccep Sclecbua0c7 eooge sabre avod bonenoGonsdacelo"bc sdeo0dco ca eaccaroccad ecencecn 324 
era is LIPETATUTEs. eavet vector ee vseleerermiecntyeorte onsen se oweiyirtrrscilefesnsieenees 216 
Nia fui dln SCLOMCESereuee och ecu vere cat sete otecceseeriurc atccannss Aossage aes cseeteseeveeedas 213 
Haetion: aiid oj WVeMiLe DOOKS,.rap-asssaae accissseuee nese veces ectrese 0 angeeaetanincant sis 16 


The following shows the accessions during the year in the 
several classes named, the number of books at the close of the 


year, and the percentage of the whole in the several classes : 
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Total 
Accessions in Per- 

in 1888. Lib’ry. centage. 

Bibliography, Cyclopsdias, Dictionaries.................. 89 1,460 1.70 
Bound Periodicals (general) and Newspapers........... 1,334 7,410 8.65 
Philosophy, Mental and Moral..................e+ese+es000 44 943 =s-:1.10 
Religion oe, sactusoenetnns +s -obteiesneoss treo et eeeeenee astm ass 326 5,819 6.80 
Political Scien ca. .en.-+s--c sees ose eee ease erase ere seit 7 973 1.14 
Political Weononiy <..-cq-ae sees ee sere eee cere enna 103 587 68 
Administration, Federal and Local Pub. Does.......... 538 6,719 7.85 
Dia wirwscctc scecesse metab eascers bid beuuccna ccuomesbeanenesetene ances 60 689 80 
Education Sao tacccocotsasanrencctes oe ceemuiacserbeedarsnaneersn 80 980. 1.14 
Sayer) Laren sepeeeacengndsesa oan csbn so sobeacracaL SoodbocncEoLesonate 215 2082 2.48 
Philology cies csantescotenssesoateaces eesowsnanesncstegsseeree cee 10 380 44 
Natural iSciemcés)y....05..c-0deorecesseveptuaeseecoasesoasersests 237 4,606 5.38 
Medicine: .s.0c).cadsawasecesnber se eatesten ke nee code Unanennea sconces 189 1,498 1.75 
IApricultUressccc-cscauceceace sncsskanee smears Renae seeeeec elo 918. BOG 
Domestic MCONOMI yi eacsececereeeeats cco yecumcnweeeee econ cee 14 158 18 
Usefull cA TGS .ss500% sasanccxcedstenesndesecssiecersssspostecesensests 92 1,804 2.10 
Fin JATHS Sais daeaiguiras cate, cgeenta Aue athecsutainanamcnnesnccnan 104 1,351 ~=1.58 
English Literature (inc. Translations) .................... 228. 3,648 4.26 
English Poetry and Drama (ine. Translations)......... 167 3,215 3.76 
Biography scvsssue oc sees cies das nose a Periec a Jas smdeacde acecesn ee 377 5,094 ~—- 6.54 
Geography, Travel and Description.....................2:- . 362 5,725 6.69 
FLISUOLY si. - vs cartensswacsere tweets cacenecuek aeaneseeeecuibes aacee enna 677 8,387 9.80 
Prose, Fiction and Juvenile (oc. ...0cseewsecpice eriaeseoss atte 1,081 12,747 14.89 
JA TAUB EINOTIOS iy ss sace cree sesce val casero aeeen ee eee 38 281 333) 
Books in German. ...ccs0cccsessoeseeee a er ye 165. Soe Ss 
Books intB renchiegeenev.csscestae- oe escnac se seater cere 1417 29700 saa 
Booksin Greeks Wisc saavecncceencousngasstaness sneseeeeneorncees 120 14 
Books aint Liatiingesncdesatacesenewclscenccomeccdsacces eohacesereene 2 545 64 
Books.in: Utalianvand Spanishsan-a. cece: seeecee se scereeeers 12 157 18 
Books in Minor Languages -cs..ec-acessstmeceeneteceee cate 134 16 
TOtallS ccsnistsansagecues cucmeutereeeeeneae tense emeenenee 6,894 85,622 100.00 


LIBRARY ‘CARDS. 


There are 14,144 persons holding library cards, against 
12,858 a year ago—an increase of 1,286. The following shows 
the number who applied for and took out library cards in the 


years named: 


1B di swicintie sicher cei eae concen 1,413 
SBE ekcc' choosy RR ee ee 2,880 
LOSER RIA: MU Pe eee 8,228 
188Uix cael ode een ee 3,269 
TBR Be Santos extagen aie nee tee em 3,354 
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Under the present rule, which limits the life of a card to 
five years, the above comprises the whole number of valid 
cards. Of the persons holding library cards whose validity 
expired last year, only 350 registered anew to continue the use 
of the library. It very frequently happens, however, that 
when cards expire other members of the family, who have 
been using them, take out cards in their own names. While 
this is not strictly a re-registration, it is such practically, and 
explains to some extent the wide discrepancy between the num- 
ber who renew their cards and the number dropped from the 
list. 


USE OF BOOKS. 


The library was open 309 days for the circulation of books 
and 365 days for reading and consultation of books in the 
building. The following shows the circulation by months and 


the average daily circulation: 


1887. | 1888. 
x | e v ge 
Months. ane ie | ao pe | Se Geena Pate 

[ee 25 | 16,142 | 646 | 25 | 18,006-| 720 
February:........... eee OS O4a 694 || 25 19,232 | 769 
Micinehitticg: seccss- | 9 Pi | aie ayIp4 685 | 27 20,941 775 
iL. yee pe coneaeeceeeeae 2On eee lO.39 I 680 || 25 16,416 657 
EVI ayer ee tmredcetree ne 26 12,678 488 27 15,548 576 
GRULNG enna sna cereee 26 13,135 505 || = 26 14,277 549 
Sy UL Ween wae eecend hex } 25 13,282 510 | 26 15,032 601 
IN ISU ee deememmonre 27 13,970 Sle HE 15,838 587 
September ......... 26 13,680 526 25 15,666 626 
October-i. 5.10.05. I) ARS |) ater 584. || 27 17,862 662 
November ......... bee. eal O,078 643 | 25 18,532 741 
December........... 26 16,239 625 || 25 19,087 763 

MPO. oeeees 809 181,921 589 || 309 206,437 668 
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The character of the books circulated is indicated by the 


following statement: 


1887. 1888. 
History, Biography and Travel........-.......... 6.68 per cent. 6.95 per cent. 
Literature, Poetry and Drama..................+ 3:80) > 9“ 4.31) 9% 
Religion and Philosophy..........-..--...:eeeeee+ ABE Be 1 OO 
Science: and) Ait wn. dence ocecees-ciltersceaeceeansense Shee amy wake 30S 
Wietion.catcc.eentt corded hioaaah es acess eee emceneseeee Gosle 62.870) 
Aloka (ne nerodoasodascectocacccordos cl Sos0socdessoatoner 14.92. “ 15.72 : 
Geeranan fs seco. co see nigace sioeee ewciais dete eetooaieswaice seers ei AMOR VS 
French and Minor Languages................2..655 48 HOI NS 
Miscellaneous. <sccassassomeus ited ss saesee asecceaant acme oy 102 


Following isa summary of the use of the library during the 


year: 

Number of books drawn out for home reading............cscecseeeeeeee snes 206,437 
*e ry ‘consulted: in. the library canesenccsesccoweg-uceseereeee 23,964 
Total ues of books in 1S8B...uc es <e  e 
es ee LSS sashes cssctvnsceesdeeds cee eroven sade etaee 204,166 
Imerease in: 1SSSiscrcccce-ne cence seess ce cotta ssivshacivn? 26088 

Poral userof bop kstim SSS. caoascseeenetcteestectenece meee 230,401 

Sh, se periodicals im 1.888°5%.62na.-csas0n joascanadseeseeteaee eee 98,502 
Total use-of library in TSS8. 5.hoccc.cecounreeees cases eee ee eeeeeae 328,903 
Te ae yi DSS Wes sciwsresirerawreiciSica s Senge CoRR SeeRe 291,433 
Increase im: L888 ii ccrsceclsooscentveaceccedes teen emnien enemas t 37,470 


BINDING AND REPAIR OF BOOKS. 


During the year 4,645 books were bound, 874 were lettered, 
680 were resewed, 46 were rebacked, and 1,359 were repaired. 
Of the volumes bound, 3,643 were done under contract, at a 
cost of $2,033.35, or a trifle under 56 cents on an average. This 
includes several large folios and quite a number of volumes 
bound in morocco. Probably four-fifths of the books were 
bound at an average cost of about 40 cents. English buckram 
continues to be used on all common books, and with satisfaction. 
Several different shades of color of this material have been 
tried, 


fi 
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The library bindery has continued in operation throughout 
the year, as heretofore, except for two months in the summer. 
The cost of running it for the ten months was $893.88, of 
which $805.34 was for labor, and $88.54 was for materials. 


The following shows the work turned out: 


Biemnber' of books rebound ct s.caci-. ccs <vsuccesavnesessvssaceodcetlescdcaceoeed 1,002 
ef pane hese wodrandrecascd encrstatasetie. <estsicestoceousvacssoeacess 680 

‘¢ Fee PE DACKEM Mere sca tcns ne con Ronco eae SEER eek een euaamods 46 

a: eam LC PAULOG EL vetaetencats pene wastes natasenreaadseeea ress teuiaee 1,359 
Rotaltpooksbandiledtreve.,cescwe ectcee sok oo os tne tonnes 3,087 


Besides these, there were made 265 large pamphlet boxes, 


27 bulletin covers, and many paper blocks. 


SUNDAY READING. 

The Sunday use of the library has increased somewhat. The 
whole number of Sunday readers was 6,801, as against 5,216 in 
the preceding year. The average Sanday use of books was 8, 
and of periodicals, 180. The daily average use of reference 
books was 76, and of periodicals, 285, showing that the Sunday 
use of the library is considerably below that of secular days, 


It should be said, however, that the building is open only 7 


_hours on Sunday, while it is open 12 hours on other days. The 


cost per Sunday of keeping the building open is $9.18—for fuel, 


- light, and compensation of attendants. Beside the moral ques- 


‘tion involved, is the practical one: does it pay to incur the 


expense, amounting to about $500 a year, to keep the building 
open on Sunday? The statistics above given speak for them- 
selves, and every one is at liberty to answer the question. My 
own opinion is that it does pay, and that the open door on Sun- 
day also serves a wholesome moral purpose. The compar- 
atively small number of books called for on Sunday indicates, 


to my mind, that little, if any, work or study is done on that 
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day, and that the reading is mainly desultory in its character. 
The class of patrons is much the same as on other days, at least 


there are no peculiarities worthy of mention. 


RELATIONS WITH THE SCHOOLS, 


The special arrangement referred to in my last report, by 
which books are supplied for use in the public High School, has 
continued throughout the year. The list of books has been 
considerably enlarged, though, with a few exceptions, the num- 
ber of copies of any book does not exceed a half dozen. 
There are about 600 volumes in this collection, which is treated 
as a special library, and stored by itself, so as not to interfere 
with the ordinary use of the library. The teachers who make 
use of these books in their classes express great enthusiasm over 
the better work they are thereby able to accomplish. The 
Principal of the High School, in his last annual report to the 
Board of Education, has this to say: 

“Jn the same direction is ‘the gain to our work resulting 
from the arrangement made this year with the Public Library. 
It is hardly too much to say that this has revolutionized our 
work in some branches. Large numbers of reference works 
have been furnished us to keep as long as needed. A sufficient 
number of copies of particular books have been furnished to 
enable us to get them actually into the hands of all the students. 
This has made it possible to broaden our historical and literary 
work as we could do in no other way. It has been almost 
equally valuable in furnishing us reference works in science. 
Another year the results of this intimate union with the Public 
Library will be even more marked. Surely the greatest good 
in mere intellectual education that we can do for the large 


majority is in cultivation of a taste for good reading. We 


oe 
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cannot do this by talking about books. A love of good read- 
ing comes not from precept but from practice. We hope that 
the reading of good books will become so much a habit with 
our students that it may continue to delight them after their 
school days. May we not hope to educate a class of readers 
for the Public Library whose taste will look a little higher 
than the ephemeral fiction of the day?” 

The results being so satisfactory, an arrangement has been 
concluded between the Library Commission and the Board of 
Education whereby the system is to be extended to the 7th 
and 8th grades in the grammar schools. By this arrangement 
the Board of Education undertakes to become responsible for 
the safe transportation of the books from and to the library, 
and to make good all injury and loss. The plan is to select 
books of a suitable character for supplementary reading in con- 
nection with the studies of the pupils of these grades, and to. 
procure several sets which shall pass from school to school by 
a system of exchanges. This part of the scheme has not yet 
gone into actual operation, but the purpose of all concerned is 


to give it an honest trial. 
HENRY M. UTLEY, 
Librarian. 
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APPEN.DLX A: 


SUMMARY OF STATISTICS OF THE ANNUAL GROWTH AND 
USE OF THE LIBRARY, 


No. Volumes at Library Read’g Home Reading Total Use 
Year. end of Year. during Year, during Year. during Year. 
LSGOs eves cstecdoeete cece 8,864 cnlaioct 35s eee 4,700 
tl SOG Mesrnzaesteieocac sions 1O,509'— 9) aes aaa ecto sates 15,000 
LOT eee 15.000" See tree 30,000 
BES sencows act chleeee ones 16,620 seas Stee errr eee 35,000 
W869. srsncdsiivsesenesaanes 17,586 cfeisie teat waeueauens 40,000 
LaVO nena, 18,717 a kN am Pe Oy 3 40,000 
| oi) Sepaca sonneaneeeso cad: 21,161 « 7,200 45,600 52,800 
LST iat ccsaasiedsaciewe stones 22,115 9,200 98,000 107,200 
VS7S.kaeccrssweseeecete ss 22,882 10,100 115,000 125,100 
IB 7 4 Scomiaeonrs tees ane 24,176 10,200 145,000 155,200 
US 7B icen cc cesgneseee ee ses 24,903 11,000 148,000 159,000 
LS 7G Seca cctaade en cesces 33,604 11,500 148,000 159,500 
VOUT Acacvincncddswenn scenes 37,703 12,000 150,000 162,000 
LSUS.pecsoccaieocseeacetes 39,045 15,000 184,200 199,200 
VS 7Q ic. cocveiveaiecesossetds 40,358 15,000 185,500 200,500 
TL SSO senicwencasnstectess 40,496 12,000 113,585 125,585 
USB 1 eek eseccessactteseess 42,413 12,000 116,932 128,932 
UBS 2 Ty. caw cvesseneoeoeesy 50,605 10,432 102,610 113.042 
USES destin smset.ceeege ewan 53,621 13,314 114,960 128,274 
TS SA ee ae sifiswescrmaantees 56,668 11,722 126,376 138,098 
DSSO.s ccccacoesnncoevecees 59,653 15,481 134,068 : 149,549 
SSG ssiihedestacssteeeeers 70,550 19,699 147,616 167,285 
USS ccccaiaecees ecemcuiess 80,167 22,245 181,921 204,166 
1385 ccc cnsaucitueuattiremars 85,622 23,964 206,487 240,401 


Norr.—Prior to 1880 the statistics of the use of the library were estimated. The 
neues are given above as they were reported from year to year, but the accurate record 
which has since been kept makes evident the fact that the estimates were not very close, 


APPENDIX, 


Jedede dea NN IDA ede. 


Following is a list of donors to the Library during the year, 


and the number of bound volumes and pamphlets given by each: 


Vici: 


Albion College, Aibion............... ecoaebasnses iesiseeees SO cCORLE Cachet moc 
Ames Free Library, North Easton, Mass............2..00-sccsesessesees ses 
PIN er Sts COll COC ets. teases seat ecocen emia ss auuetasatam heat cee sacking aaocs ess 
Pa Lew Ory etc May race nae sete wai bocemecweceneceine ees acdiioeeesoveh ates ] 
‘Apprentices’ Library, New York....-.....ccssscossusrsosscepreesddevom soos 

a s¢ Philadelphia dses.cndossttenad tae woncacdeae er 
Storm eibraryay NGWa \ OF Kaze sccaseccevactee cxncertacssees «Siemaecamesesereees 
PAN ere Nie Cy OW CLL pM ASSisc saa sanijnsnsccevtsissaiesssrcoeenscecbakersnincts 1 


eal WAV sole BOStOnsesaeerciaeatecoscecwcetinceceeteahseesasoesermndre, cae : 


Banbours Wis) Lis LIGtrOlt cerast ac cecnie scenes open -enesacaswartsdossicadtotents 2 
iRarkwelk Mi. ©. -Oheyennes W ol. ssascesevecnanacenjooeeigep ane scby tue . 
BS Gall Waid cp LUATASLN G50. Sew-ereee's to's sais acts aiauoinas amc Qaaesenee dane tencloas ecco 
PS Cue Ors VEN VV AS LILO CON coer vacates sneseeirenvanertadeioeneade storm acatrs wh 
Burchard lipcary wh emOntd Os..cescsdesssngsceuccsesons esse ae ssee suas 1 
Woardron ducation, Detroitss.2.jcaccsstsassestctisecke de sinless sosecitont:Sebess 2 
Bowdoin College Library, Brunswick, M@...............scceceseeeeesee coe 
| Baigay@ fais, DE WANS ABYo\citat0 a canr ae oocceoboMonceaeceda ddcootecdceanod cccord coe) ee 
Brearley Wil ExsspCCLOLte. s..tlsclneccescesdsingetes cont sssise racnsivodeonss acs 1 
Bronson Library, Waterbury, Conn..............:.scsee0 ioephupsosose: oud 
Teimomiidlyact ION Shh? costboocobpecodn-coengosegeo ape ccdupuarayeEonochepsorened oun 
istivarmer, 1D. Olney Oiillineondcsbcacsssanoceassorivcne yeosdou ss uogscuonsac 1 
Bulialon EListoricall SOCLEbYsa. socecwecemeces soassseas osesasesasseeeces dene! les 
iste, Wig LLL, TOTO, so sdrtamennedondeo soonaasececnecanccadcoCbeetDdeodea0a0, Bed 
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Westminster Review. 

Wide Awake. 

Woman’s Journal. 

Youth’s Companion, 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 


To the Board of Education: 


Gentlemen :—The library has gone on through the year 
without any very important event in its history. The 
number of books has been increased to upwards of 91,000. 
The statistics compiled by the librarian, and herewith pre- 
sented, show that the library was never so extensively 
used as it has been during the past year. The number 
of different individuals who drew out books for home read- 
ing has materially increased, while the number who consulted 
books in the hbrary was nearly doubled. The whole num- 
ber of books used exceeds the total of any previous year 
“by upwards of 33,000. These facts cannot fail to be gratifying 
to all friends of the Library. They demonstrate its popu- 
larity and usefulness, and justify all the expense of money, 
time, labor and thought bestowed upon its care and de- 
velopement. A measure was brought before the legislature, 
at its last session, calculated to restrict the annual city 
appropriation for the maintenance of the library. It must 
be said to the credit of the mover of this measure that 
when he saw the overwhelming public sentiment in favor 
of leaving the library revenue undisturbed, he withdrew his 
bill. The movement in the legislature is not to be re- 
gretted, since it demonstrated the hold which the library 
has in the hearts of the people, and the general prevalance 
of a belief that it is worth to the city all that it costs. 

The close relation between the library and the public 
schools has been promoted by the extension of the library 
privileges, hitherto granted to the high school, to some 
20 schools of the upper grammar grades. The expense 


has not been large, and the number of books bought for 


a 
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the purpose of a practical trial of the experiment was not 
great, but these few books have already had thousands of 
readers, who would not otherwise, perhaps, have ever seen 
a library books. There are as yet no records of this use of the 
library, and consequently they cut no figure in our regular 
statistics. But it is none the less true that the use is 
very extensive; that the beneficience and value of the lbrary 
are thus carried into fresh fields, and it is thereby serving 
new and important ends. We do not lose sight of the 
fact that this library was primarily a public school lbrary. 
It was for years under the direct management of the Board 
of Education. There is, therefore, solid ground for all 
possible efforts to preserve its educational character, and 
to co-operate with the school authorities in their work for 
the children. 

The time has arrived when we must seriously consider 
the question of enlargement of the library building. When 
the main building was erected its estimated capacity was 
100,000 volumes. This wastin 1875, when the library had 
but $25,000 volumes, and the time when the presumed 
capacity of the building would be reached, seemed then 
very remote. By the close of the year 1890, the number 
of volumes on hand will in all probability be fully 100,000; 
and before any new building can be provided, in the 
ordinary course of events, that number will be greatly 
exceeded. As originally planned the present main _ build- 
ing was the book room or rear extension of the pro- 
jected edice. The architect’s plans provided for a very 
handsome and commodious front, which was omitted in 
in the construction, for the reason that the ascertained 
cost exceed the authorized expenditure. This was fortunate 


for two reasons; it secured the placing of the present 


+ 
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building in such position on the lot as to leave ample room 
for future extension, and it left the city free to erect, when 
the proper time shall arrive, a building suitable to the needs 
of the library, planned in accordance with the latest im- 
proved ideas on the subject, and of such imposing appear- 
ance as shall represent the taste and wealth of a thriving 
and cultured city. . j 

Other cities are showing a liberal spirit in respect to 
their public libraries. The city of Boston having acquired 
nearly a whole city square of land as a site, is now erecting 
thereon a building which is to cost, completed, upwards 
of a million dollars. Chicago is now looking for a suitable 
location, and we may believe that its building will not be 
‘inferior to that of Boston. Milwaukee has recently appro- 
priated $60,000 for a site, and when this is secured its 
appropriation for a building will not be niggardly. Minne- 
apolis has, within the last 30 days, dedicated a new public 
library building which cost, exclusive of ground, $260,000, 
and which is so constructed as to be enlarged by an addition 
costing as much more, to make a complete and harmonious 
whole. 

Our public library. in“its magnitude and the extent of 
its use, ranks with the best in this country, and we feel 
confident that the people of Detroit will gladly consent to 
-any needful appropriation to keep it always in this rank. 
Additional legislation will be necessary to enable the city 
to erect the proposed building. We expect that public- 
spirited citizens will lead the movement, and that the 
legislature and the Common Council will be so impressed 
with the popular will and desire in this repect that a 
sufficient grant will be made. 

GEO. S. HOSMER, President. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 


To the Commissioners of the Detroit Public Library: 


In compliance with the rule of the Board, I submit a 
report of the receipts and disbursements on account of the 


Library Fund for the year 1889 : 


RECEIPTS. 
« 
Balance on hands January sist SSO s eeiae oe ees eee $15,290 19 
Gity taxess “SSIs Me neocon ces erie eames mre Ses) Pet Oo el 
= a MS RS iat Rsainly: Ste iorarthel Muntele oat tener oe 1,549 50 
a Tie PLOVIOUSH YW GALS 3th Wee nao teeters ere 42 58 
ae LL ae, 
Gountysiimeas yiines tandspenalticsa. ce Se eee ae 8,840 12 
Interest ong accoumiby eer ovis sete phe eee reo 676 72 
Binary. MMS. 2.270. sce asta ee A ESSER Ae Se ee eee 667 44 
Sales ots Cattalopues tana cate t oh eee coe eae ee 71 60 
Sales of duplicates booksas. 69c<:.. fee ake oe eee eee 29 65 
Tost, booksupalid’s for... ay. deo ra a5 ghee eet ee ae at a ee 30 45 
MisGellaneGiisy .. tec Gre hes ome eee Cee en ee 8 25 
Sotall meaeipisws sastertac oe eee ee $55,165 91 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid tor: Booksiand pamphlets. oh. 4. s.<.c... ss. skew sare -... $7,049 83 
eam BO CIMIOCI Gal SUSE OMS Lacy. mail ke seve cl sche se eeete ees oo 906 93 
eet ingins and Trepalmot<DOOKSi. wat Adis ome 4 bas ne xo 2,290 77 
2 DE OUESET CE rs Ieee Ne ae Ae ae CS 1,476 02 
PEE CU Re eer Tee TNO. cee ec Vom tat. aaa he pee 684° 75 

mae SEOTHONEH ys am Ciiplemikauns nc ,. it) Wea rs.ft Peele aa renee 587 20 

eee DEAT I SUP PiCSee AS OL? AEA PS oes hee sheds 235 16 

See anicoris:Suppliesy tel. reels sear hiseren «eaten on 64 59 
Mere DOS ELE Cart «, Bir Snait a! chases <lel sacusieya sy s/t skSis) als, tysne sue aicsy 0 Ses 115 39 
PmRcelontrancl Gxpress me Mets aeeya.<i-anycehisty ake icy suse 221 55 
aa oe ODOURS Sen ran a ont 4 we etees Wei sets ae Berne Bere ee Meegces oP 1,770 81 
Pete INMILWRe': oa eo Sita eee a oe eh non men Ace nee wate is 8 : 104 45 
ote BGS fosbicorall ea (e0 (6 oe Aton We ctor, Saka: eee eee Pm tS Sone 5 eee 69 15 
apg PATOL SERVICE Ailes ints actuate eid we abs aces lees coe Se heer? 1,983 57 
“« «salaries of librarian and assistants ............... ee ele TASNGO 
Deen po rinkinpatatale ones opts wate ae Minered tne tae a ip TB ARN ints 
MotalecdisbUursemenksw ates sicd dee wlclaleeeevere «wooo $33,702. 52 

Balance on hand, December 31, 1889 ...........:....... $21,463 39 


t 


The above balance does not indicate a surplus, as some 
might infer, but the working funds of the Library for the 
next six months. While the year of the Commission com- 
mences on January rst, its fiscal year is the same as that 


of the City of Detroit, and begins July rst. 
HERBERT BOWEN, Secretary. 


DETROIT, JANUARY, 1890. 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


To the Commissioners of the Public Library: 


Gentlemen:—I herewith submit to you my report for 
the year 1889, showing the growth of the library and its 


operations during the calendar year. 


Number of; books in the library Jamaal 1SS89%-. jones steutei ie eteet- sbi 85, 622 
Added‘since by purchases. 6.) Si0ia saiiak a stcleis aero einer eben 5, 864 
“ HDS AREA aye gk NS Nee ae te ee ceed we 843 
« vt exchange Gea.ei. es se fpasvatatchauohaesnd daley ain teal eearoumnetetaee 21 
<3 ‘ binding pamphlets, ete jan... mentee 330 7,058 
® Tatil can Se dered s Bea eeeegeee 92,680 
Sold‘and exchanged 4 .7.-0:ih5 oe tiarsachs mote Ries omen eee ae 55 
Condenmed! (\ormyout)/...-- - crane ete eae een area ei ar 894 
ost) and! paid: LOr sath Seg c tae ae, ane eee. Tae ae See eer eee Cer ae 38 987 
Number, of books DeG.cdily 1158 Oe erie ie eee renee 91,693 


The following shows the net increase during the year in 


the number of books in the several classes mentioned: 


MPIGEVOT SAN. chat age asst ech Orminia esses cea ENS rene ee 845 
Biographyy ch dens ele cit a Sivere lave 8 age e eras ye nee en Stet 
PLIStORY Aleteead at aaeetacie s Mactei oo, ROC Rees Mae aya eee deitlgh seactr hear 662 
Bn plishvliterature, POethysy Ct Comersererwns cael ese e i ae ree e 537 
IRELIQION. by. wileatets 5 BBM oid Sate Busta cre Pes se Oe 504 
Description, travelete..: 7 Sse aeigare hon aun ee 409 
Natural Sciences 1, 50s fer. hae ecco tee ee ee 401 
Bound }périodicals’ <7... ag cocwing pie sea oa ee 290 
Useful arte, ....0% «<8 Gey aah Ges eee ee 175 
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The following table shows the accessions during the year 
in the several classes, the number of books in each at the 
close of the year, and the relation which each class bears 


to the whole: 


Total 
Accessions in Per- 

in 1889. Lib’ry. centage. 

Bibliography, Cyclopzedias, Dictionaries........... Cites le OS 1.66 
Bound Periodicals (general) and Newspapers....... 321 7,700 8.39 
Philosophy. Mental amd Morales 6.0 ).6'0 P28 02 cece boas 89 1,029 1.12 
RGU ORES, pot ony ates eee ee ae RE De en 505-6, 323 6.89 
OM Gal SS CHEACE, treaty Salsa te enc ich alate oes ae Mek 68 1,041 i sabey 
FO TLG ARPENCONOMLY -.c lacks oc ce sexes sit is aes near 42 629 68 
Administration, Federal and Local Pub. Docs...... bab 17,239 7.89 
DB ABV Es pat chsveleloe eth agen, PaCS rte ane te eee 36 125 ah) 
UGC ALON ee ver reer.) Spt ae atts eet gene S putas = Sat GM OD Ge. lel 
SOCLOLO SW rere AS a one Lack ee ae elas Sure enews 1729) 2,258 2.45 
BEN opye ote Ce Ged Sea) a ace ae: 68 448 49 
Pcapuicllbs SCLENIGES pperat es, Tair Aaesshats eh eh osha emit ncet ire 403 5,007 5.46 
RR COR A RAC b a. Sent asa kcbai las ge wig’. wrk nL Do mann IeOO) 
PES eU EEG LMC ULES eee me re art lua tye BS eh a oraiehon vfeAE IS: simi nate eas 27 945 1.03 
OTE HIG. EXEON OUD ys as ey sot. er reve eeete een noe 8 166 18 
WGC Ta See OMn eects enone ee EE ice ee ea oer 175 151,979 > 12,06 
TE TWale’ INGA Ge, & eae eon Eee HOES Gate Gy Onna Ace 1380) =—-11,481 1.61 
Eng. and Am. Literature (inc. Translations)....... 263 3,900 4.28 
Eng. and Am. Poetry and Drama (inc. Translations) 283 3,495 3.81 
iBioeraphy (ueneacicie « Se Bote ean ees NATE oh LER: 751 6,331 6.95 
Geography, Travel and Deseription) 2a. sas2 ea: 415 6,134 6.69 
ERIS UGS ou SE shoe oie bre See AM emis le akbar ena gneve OTN 679 9,049 9.87 
Eenelisheiiction and) |tventlesi ss 4 as-is m= ro « 1,695 113;592 + 14.82 
PATUMSETIVETNLS: ert sist evaireye iho icrwcl + helena cote) ales utysx®iactunlters iss 79 360 39 
vero iG mms Grek ml Al o.cnh. era a nee oman emeinye = <tuisheeye Iateure en LOM Tale 4.06 
I Oolominie renal el" pate apie, 4 areqnicte’ietathgeynle te aTa dear aa 43. @ 3,039: 3.32 
TB Yerovicsy nol Chyerel chee cele ee ae he Sy iL aici ee 2 122 ale 
MIO RS ATTN EseLEEIN geo tents Me iavur cup n Peeha oie feyat o uotattske) ches, accu 8 553 .60 
BOGksati sttaliam ;amcl So Panishyar mer etre ctaee reat cer 2 159 Plz 
Booksmima Vino Ianeuacess a2). nile wee lod kemasiol phones 134 14 
TRG talline ec civertanatss csuechus youeieh ames ec Peaters te 7,058 91,693 100.00 


LIBRARY CARDS. 


: 
The number of library cards outstanding at the close of 


the year is 16,375, against 14,144 the previous year—a gain 
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of 2,231. The number of cards issued annually during the 


past five years is as follows: 


1B oto} pe Rae Moa Sk cicils axe CaS ae Sgt on 2,880 
A hos ORES cE co he ahc Corer od Ula 0 ha ee C 3,228 
If: tc} en oe Mi ic Dine 6 SOO ODO oat 3,269 
WE SS eIee ars oe eteednas te: Sota otousa-F keira ets 3,354 
LB 89 re cues cone ee ee = ceeeeeetiene re voce ete ces 3,644 

Total (eek. So8 wees 2 lia oS osreenoe 16,375 


This represents the number of readers’ cards upon which 
the holder is entitled to draw out for home reading one 
book, to be kept not more than two weeks, except upon 
renewal. The right to obtain these cards is hmited to 
residents of Detroit, or residents of the suburbs doing busi- 
ness in the city and paying city taxes. The loaning of books 
is limited strictly to holders of cards. There have been 
frequent requests from outsiders, more especially residents of 
Windsor, for the privilege of drawing books upon the pay- 
ment of a weekly sum as compensation therefor. As the 
library is maintained by the ‘tax payers of Detroit for the 
use and benefit of the people of the city, the way has not 
seemed clear to make it, in any degree, a subscription 
library. All outside applicants have been refused, even 
when money has been tendered with the application. Of 
course, the library is freely open for the use of books within 
the building by all who apply, no matter who they may 
be or whence they come. 


USE OF THE LIBRARY. 

The book department of the library, both circulating 
and reference, was closed 12 days in July, while the painters 
were in full possession. The periodical reading room, how- 


ever, was kept open, as usual, every day in the year. 
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Following is a summary of the use of the several de- 


partments of the library during the year. 


Number of books drawn out for home reading.................. 219,668 
ss eS ame cousiired. mythe library. 0..5 5 A: sede 5o ne 44,416 
pRatal ise OL DOOKSELE ESS 2.4, 00s tas wc aes AE 264, 084 
< = Zs EEOC ae ces Ghats ove See aie 230,401 
Increase in 1889 33,683 
Bromber of books user in 889.- eo. ses 5 wet eco ee 264,048 
Benpetiodienls ased (in- TS8Oe eh ote ot Sets 110,922 
otal sise of sbrarysin) ESkors cee eco Gees es te 374,970 
ve re oe TOSS cick Seehies One oes toe 328,903 
TRETSASe A INALT ACO ook oe ee Reba es eee ea 46,067 


The following shows the number of books drawn for 
home reading each month in the year, and the daily average, 


compared with the preceeding year: 


1888. 1889. 

No. Total Average No. Total Average 

Months. Days. Circulation. per Day. Days. Circulation. per Day. 
jamuary~., oc 25 18,006 720 26 21,616 831 
February... . 25 19,232, 769 24 20,301 846 
1 eis ee 27 20,941 775 26 22,867 879 
April a5. oe. uc 25 16,416 657 25 18,344 734 
UAV secre stern = ors 20 15,548 576 27 18,445 683 
ppriste oe Tyee ak <2 26 14,277 549 20 16,641 666 
aly en's hast d < 25 15,032 601 13 8,830 681 
Auigustiss:.<2 27 15,838 587 27 17,710 656 
September .... 25 15,666 626 25 16,025 641 
October ...... 27 17,862 662 27 19,876 736 
November.... 25 18,532 741 20 19,939 798 
Wecember ss. 25 19,087 763 25 19,074 763 
fotal <..4}1<309 206,437 668 295 219,668 745 


The character of the books drawn out for home reading 


‘for each of the past three years is shown in the following 


statement : 
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1887. 1888. 1889. 

per cent. per cent. per cent. 
History, Biography and Travel .............. 6.68 6:95 > 8.77 
Literature, Poetry and Drama...........--.-> 3.80 4.31 4.66 
Religion_and Philosophy ...........--.--+-+-- 15 1.00 1.27 
Sciencerand Arts] a5 42h eee eee eee 3.23 3.08 4.01 
Sot alen eee RAM een aRMedoaey C5 e'o.4 Gices oue SS oo 65.32 62.87 59.50 
Jruventle booksifass sensi: Ay) sGers enter: 14.92 15.72 15.58 
(Ex wantena eee ne ena ete cpl ear Glo oee me oe fs 3.86 4.10 4.35 
French and Minor Languages ............... 48. 95 95 
Miscellaneous. (ats ad ies ayia sva ciate sts, 0 ee ge onerous oer 78 1:02 91 


I believe that the continually lessening proportion of 
fiction and growing proportion of history, biography, liter- 
ature and science, are due largely to the work in behalf 
of good reading done in the public schools, together with 
the aids in finding the more substantial classes of books 
afforded by catalogues, etc. There is considerable work 
done among adults in the study of history, art and political 
economy, by clubs or classes, under the guidance of com- 
petent preceptors. The members of these classes are making 
constant and extensive use of the library in the reference 
department, and also largelysin the circulating department. 

LIBRARY BOOKS IN THE SCHOOLS. 

The contract entered into between the Library Com- 
mission and the Board of Education, whereby the latter 
furnishes transportation for the books between the library 
and the school houses and agrees to pay for all books not 
returned in good condition, was mentioned a year ago. 
The supply of books procured for the high school has been 
considerably increased, and the time for their return to the 
library extended indefinitely. That school is, therefore, 
practically in full possession of over 1200 volumes, to. be 
used in the unrestricted discretion of the principal and 
teachers, under such rules as they may establish. No re- 


ports are furnished as to the extent to which these books 
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are used, except the statement of the principal that they 
are in constant, daily use. I think there should be some 
form of report to show the Library Commission, by the 
actual record of use that their expenditure for these books 
was justifiable. 

Early in the year, 835 volumes were purchased for use 
in the 7th and 8th grades of the grammar schools. This 
takes them into about 20 school houses in different parts 
of the city. They are divided in proportion to the number 
of scholars in those two grades in each school. They are 
called in and an exchange made every six weeks. No 
general rules have been laid down relative to the use 
of these books, but that matter is left to the discretion of 
the principal of each school. Neither have any statistics 
of their use been kept, except in a single instance. The 
principal of the Bishop school kept a record during the last 
six weeks, and found that the 70 books in his school were 
read 226 times, an average of over three readers for each 
baok. On this basis these books had over 15,000 readers 
during the last school year. I think a record of use is 
very desirable, to show not only that the books are really 
used, but which books are read most. It would afford in- 
formation as to the desirability of enlarging the scheme and 
indicate the popular books. 

All the books supplied to the schools are duplicates 


bought expressly for the purpose, and are stamped ‘School 


copy No. ’* Our library copies are left undisturbed 
to be circulated in the usual -way. 

Except that these books are counted as library books, 
they have no adequate representation in our library statistics. 
The library really ought to be credited with much greater 


use than the figures show. 
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CATALOGUES. 

The printing of our new general catalogue began about 
the middle of March and has proceeded as rapidly as 
I could handle the proofs. It will probably be completed 
within a year from the date of its commencement. 

The first volume, comprising nearly 600 pages, was issued 
about the middle of October, and was bound for use. in 
the hbrary. 


A catalogue of books in the French language was issued 
in October, and offered for sale to the public at 25 cents 
per copy. 

A small catalogue of 24 pages, entitled ‘‘ Good Books 


9? 


for Young People,’’ was printed in the fall, and offered at 
5 cents per copy. The first edition of 500 copies has been 
nearly exhausted and a new and enlarged edition is de- 
sirable. Such a guide to good reading is most. helpful to 
parents and teachers, as well as to young people themselves; 
and the demand for it proves its popularity and usefulness. 
It 1s the duty of the lbrarysauthorities not only to provide 
suitable books for all classes of readers, but to assist the 
public in making choice of books, both for reading and 
study. 
BINDING AND REPAIR OF BOOKS. 

During the year, 3,714 books were bound, 700 were 
resewed and recased, 56 were-rebacked, and 2,336 were 
repaired. All this work was done in the library bindery, 
except the binding of 2,677 volumes, which was done by 
contract in outside binderies. The cost: of the contract 
work was $1,283.10, which was a little over 47 cents per 
volume on the average. The cost ,of maintaining the 
bindery was $1,007.67, of which $87.17 was for material 


and $920.50 was wages paid to employees. 
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The work turned out was the following: 


NENT Det Gr DOOKGTENONNON tweet om en SUK, te ew ws Oe 1,037 
a ks BOSE WEULATORECCASE Gmc intone a hoe og. 700 

5 a fel RUSE Clee, ems Naren Free mee SO Be ete act Naame 56 

e Ee Pateceenyacy se MS OEP Sa Pd ais OC PA ee A eR 
‘Lota books hand ed Wc memnn hele scene eS Ren 4,129 


Besides these there were 51 large pamphlet boxes made, 
as well as paper memorandum blocks and other things for 
the convenience of the library, and a great deal of pasteing 


of labels, etc., which cannot be described in detail. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 


During the summer the interior of the library room 
was thoroughly renovated and newly painted and decorated. 
Nothing of this kind had before been done since the build- 
ing was erected, nearly 14 years before. The color was 
originally sombre, and the whole room had become very 
dingy by long accumulation of smoke and dust. Light, 
neutral tints were used in painting, and the decorations 
are few and simple, consisting almost wholly of gilding 
the tips of projecting iron ornaments on columns and bal- 
conies. The result is highly satisfactory; the room is 
wonderfully brightened, the light being perceptibly increased. 
The appearance of the library is greatly improved, and the 
good taste employed in its embellishment has been much 
praised. 

The work was so done as to interfere as little as possible 
with the operations of the library; but it was found neces- 
sary to close the book department two weeks. Fortunately 
this was arranged for that month in the year when the 
library is least used by the public. 

Very Respectfully, 
FL. M. UTLEY, Lebrarran. 
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS OF THE ANNUAL GROWTH AND 
USE OF THE LIBRARY. 
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NorTe.—Prior to 1880 the statistics of the use of the library were estimated. The 
figures are given above as they were reported from year to year, but the accurate record 
which has since been kept makes evident the fact that the estimates were not very close. 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 


To the Board of Education: . 


GENTLEMEN :—I herewith transmit to your honorable 
body the report of the Public Library for the year 1890. ‘The 
details of the expenses and of the growth and operations of 
the library during the year are shown in the accompanying 
reports of the Secretary and Librarian. Statistics, however, 
cannot fully set forth the usefulness and popularity of the 
institution, which are shown in many very encouraging ways 
by the growing extent of applications for books by classes and 
clubs, organized for systematic study, anda cultivation of a 
taste for good reading among the children in our public 
schools. 

The necessity for more room in which to enable the public 
to mare use of the facilities which the library affords, as well . 
as for storage of books and the work of the library, to which 
reference was made in our last annual report, becomes more 
and more pronounced as time passes. This subject is forced 
upon our attention and cannot be ignored. Some decisive 
measures must be adopted, and what those measures shall be 
ought to be taken into thoughtful consideration. 

The Librarian and his assistants have been diligent and 
have discharged their important duties faithfully and the work 
in the library appears to go on quietly and with satisfactory 
order and business method. 

. GEO. S. HOSMER, President. 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 


To the Commissioners of the Detroit Public Library : 


In compliance with the rule of the Board, I herewith 
present my report of the receipts and disbursements on account 


of the Library during the Calendar year 1890. 


‘RECEIPTS. 


Balance on hand January Ast; 1890-87 sno. bode aan eee $21,463 39 
City Taxes, 1890..........5..0. Se ee eee 829,506 93 
es SSee “L889 ear. che taee Mansel aoe a exer eee 1,638 66 
is (OUP PLEVIOUS) years ard gee ants one eee 312 60 

; — 31,458 19 

County  Dreash tinessand. penalties see -eeeieeer eee ee GIGS 

Inperestvom depositscecm soccer een PUREE cb Wee oes 792 17 

LAbraryy GES. each kis mcct ome eters aera Mees Fe et doe of 761 90 

Gales ,Of eamlopnes:. oc. tx i. poke cars Ie ee ee eee 83 65 

Sales! Ofsdupi Cate sO OKS tery peie tani te eee SIN AMET Se 28 30 

Jyost; books: paid) fors.2..c t/a. i.ccctoke depict eee ee eee 40 43 

Miscellameous .4 spar sieshin Aektanie Sete Cet eee ae eee eee 50 45 


Ota greCel pts qemenee eee Siiot ats Tee ee $60,350 15 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 
RAG erOre HOOKS atid pam pHIEisx mnie. «.s-ae teyaeie teas evel os Socks $11,597 20 - 
See eeepellOdicalysubseriptions s...... - Peat Botce a eane 918 66 


hiddinotanderepaigOn DOOKs.....¢.-esme dente eee | CISL, 00 
RE eM td IC es wah INU ot atte ok aly oes o eee Tee LORS 


TET Rs BTS EL EO ae mee ae es ae RE 458 00 
See eee Stationery: an Um lates ace leer icktinuask cute rose: 272 12 
ieee | libtarye stppliesnent st. .28 Ss Sy seek eed Meer acct 197 36 
oe * janitor’s supplies..... EI HEN. hE 3 EA: Pap qeilece’) 
ee DOStAG Gana tacts ve ters atnoe we New ated afongeend thicath aeels 169 07 
Se Leo awd) CX PTESSs Ac asthe dah yarn ene mua are 229 71 

aes repairs Ae At ee ep centers Pele em Ager R ae Soh ee Rieketens 5 123 78 
Mi s/Bln Niibia abi genes Gugey Gi Ce OOS era aeRO iG Ser Rotana er ae eee 46 30 
Poem INSUTATCCh fat ac.s wart Rg Oe tie DEE nuk gk OU Re ee rk 403 73 
Ay > SOME antec BthaQe ays hae ce Smeiercar fhe Iie ano ha le aR Meee GA Sy 5 255.08 
eee ST ATEOT Ser ViCer se etna epee ete ogee eciens ohtch ioe cane 2,001 00 
cmon a calariesot ibrarian) anc assistants, cteae, san acu soe 13,053 34 
Pees printing, atic binditas ncatalosies msn. certscdsgeje jects rer: 3,606 36 
plotal Gisbtirsenlents ss ss mt aracetisn Lae keys $36,842 54 

Balance on hand. December 31, 1890.............-...-5. $23,507 61 


The above balance does not indicate a surplus, as some 
might infer, but the working funds of the library for the next 
six months. While the year of the Commission commences 
on January tst, its fiscal year is the same as that of the City 
of Detroit, and begins July rst. 

| HERBERT BOWEN, Secretary. 
DETROIT, January, 1891. 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


To the Commissioners of the Public Library : 


GENTLEMEN :—Following is my report of the growth and 


work of the library during the year 1890: 


INtmber of bookseim the library fame SOON 2. see ee 91,693. 
Addedistiree» byn punchase-tfaqer os yoameee eee ele recite eee 9,097 
a ys [23 ORE SeE LAS) PREC AC ne ed cme ARI lt Sas 1,095 
i ; EXChame@ Fak iiccueetea ose ieee AE legs 16 
Ss binding spertodtcalSte rms eee sre ei 438 10,646 
tietalngsi/.2).0<5 at ae eee 102,339: 
« 
Weductdiscarded ¢ 360 ke 2s VaR ee ee oe errs 801 
a OSE Sates toes crit ot See cee ESR eaten En 58 
Py SoldhandMexchangedias. .fr. Geen nominee tema eee 130 989 
INTIME OL OOS ECE en TSU). See eet ee 101,350: 


The following shows the net increase during the year in 


the number of books in the most.important classes : 


PICHON tone wi cre Wore tee ee ee RA RE ANE 1,899 
Biography hocvp acta sieves sowsl ster hie cig PE «YUE OR TO en RR ENE 1,411 . 
DWeseription, travelwetc. 2s 7. nwek. ieee sie Mee eee 981 
DEEISLOIYcotoy. itt etese. ec mee Biche PONS eae ETETS fous SARE Oe 934 
Religionyand -Philosophiy - jae ser eek cree en eee eee 515. 
Hoglish Interature, poetry, ete... Sree tale he oon 516 
Natural sciences ys ae cian eee ae ae ae 805; 
Arts;fine iand “ugettales.20..5:c.c ste, ve siete ee Re to 270 
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LIBRARY CARDS. 


The number of library cards now outstanding is 18,744, as 
against 16,375 a year ago. ‘The life of a card is five years. 


The following shows the number issued annually during this 


period: : 
iS oie; RG PAes te Rte a a ee el sel 
USS ee ee oa ae Ra bas anne amon 2 
OSG ee ene ct ee ene Se eenebee (Pty AER 3,644 
so ite ee to eee PASE pee Os Ow beak 5,249 
AD Lalced eee ey ated 18,744 


USE OF THE LIBRARY. 
The library was open as usual 309 days for the drawing of 
books for home reading, and 364 days for use of books and 


periodicals in the building. Following is a general summary: 


erie of books drawn out for home reading................ 228, 817 
SB COUSUITedsiny ume libtratiyes see ie crea etree 64,060 
RotalouseOkabOoks 11 elSOO%. Aeam aot cat teres err 292,877 
s ef as LB BO eta a rstereune 2 aN ay se ee ae 264, 084 
Inereaseam L890. sac ae - cc ee 5 Se eres 28,793 
Naaimper of pooke used. da.1890).de ete a nct eve anes ace 292,877 
a PemOdicalse eT saaGMe cA Merete se SAI 116,324 
‘hogalense; OL dibratcy a, LSQO! Sha. testes aera bn re ern? 209200 
ee t UB SOG. oo shor penance er 374,970 
TAC EASS HTL e LSO Oi a oxcceverne es susie ipehedatret ona yieitees 34,231 


I think it right to mention in connection with the fore- 
going that it by no means shows the entire use of the books of 
the library. In the matter of circulation, the 1,500 books 
furnished to the High School are drawn out but once a year, 
ane the 1,000 books supplied to the Grammar schools are 
sent out but six times a year. Yet the principals of schools 
report all those books in daily use. Estimating on the basis 
of partial statistics gathered, these books should add at least 
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40,000 to the circulation. In the matter of books consulted 
in the building, the figures given are for books delivered on 
the blank applications distributed to the tables. The alcoves 
in which are kept the books on-fine arts, architecture, etc., 
the patent gazettes, specifications, etc., the U. S. Census, 
almanacs and other books of general statistics, city directories, 
dictionaries, catalogues, indexes and atlases are open freely to 
the public to help themselves without restrictions and the key 
to the room in which are kept the bound newspapers is acces- 
sible to all reliable individuals. As may be supposed, scores 
of persons make daily use of these privileges, and in the nature 
of the case it is impossible to keep any record or even to 
venture any trustworthy estimate of the books thus used. 
. Observation shows that it is considerable. 

The following shows the number of books drawn for home 


reading each month in the year, and the daily average, com- 


pared with the preceeding year : 


« 


1889. 1890. 
No. Tota rerag Nf f 
Months. Days. Siceusa al ‘Da . 5 be ane fic eee ea Day: 

aiutiaiiays eee 26 21,616 831 26 22,460 864 
February.. ..| 24 90,301 | 846 O4 20,058 | 836 
March ....... 26 99,867 | 879 26 23,421 | ~ 900 
April ith bath 25 18,344 | 734 26 19,284 | 742 
Mays) aie oe 27 18445 | 683 OT 16,415 | 608 
Tuite Gar eed 25 16,641 | 666 25 14,555 | 582 
Sule Nace 13 8,830 | 681 26 18,220 | 700 
August ...... 7 17,710 | 656 26 | 17,114. | 659 
September...) 25 16,025 | 641 26 19,431 | 747 
October...... oT 19,876 | 736 7 19,471 | 721 
November ...| 25 19,939 | 798 24 19,566 | 815 
December ....| 25 19,074 | 763 26 18.822 | 794 

Total....| 295 | 219,668 | 668 309 | 298,817 | 741 


REPORT OF 1890. To 


The character of the books drawn out for home reading 


for each of the past four years is shown in the following 


statement : 
1 1887. 1888. 1889 1890. 

percent. percent. percent. per cent. 
History, Biography and Travel......... 6.68 Gabi S aii 10.76 
iieratire, Poetry and Dratma..-....: +: 3.80 4.31 4.66 4.70 
Religion and Philosophy. .-----.2s..5- 93 1.00 Lea 1.58 
Sclencenand ALS SeeeMee Naha daet ined. 23 3.08 ; 4.01 5.12 
TEAUGLEKO SS 2 eso eae ee oe ee eae ae oe 65.32 62.87 59.50 56.46 
Wrengtoniills eyeyod ey Sinn. cement on eae 14.92 15.72) 15758 15.34 
(CRON Ty geles brary leak ee Stan wee nee aah ts 3.86 4.10 4.35 4.15 
Frénch and Minor Languages........... 48 95 99 1.04 
Wis eellaleOUGn, sc cien cite ets Ha stn rt tera 1c sits! 1.02 Bolle .85 


READING FOR THE YOUNG. 

The foregoing table illustrates in my opinion the good 
work done in the public schools in the way of instructing 
and guiding young people in the selection of their reading, 
and in cultivating a taste for the more substantial classes of 
books: It is only within the last three or four years that 
systematic measures have been pursued in the ‘schools to 
broaden the instruction imparted by going beyond the text 
books. ‘The education which inspires an appetite for inde- 
pendent investigation of subjects, for the pursuit of know- 
ledge for its own sake, is an education which is only begun 
in the school and which goes on through life. It is in this latter 
stage that the Public Library is a necessary factor. The 
young man or woman who is taught in school how to read, 
and whose taste in the selection of reading is guided in the 
right direction, finds after passing beyond the portals of the 
school house that with the aid which the library affords he or : 
she may still tread the same delightful path, and enjoy in 
books the companionship of the most noble and gifted minds. 
‘It is on the basis of the service thus rendered the people that 
the maintenance of the library by public taxation is justified, 
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It stands on the same ground as the public, school, which it 
should complement and supplement. It is needless to say 
that the present administration of the library is thoroughly 
in earnest in its efforts to make the institution useful in the 
largest and best sense, and especially to facilitate in every 
possible way the movement to encourage the reading by 


young people of only the most suitable books. 


The list of books supplied to the schools has been consid- 
erably enlarged, and although the number of pupils in the 
grades for which they are intended is made the basis for the 
distribution, the larger proportion is given to the most distant 
schools. It is found that these books are in great demand 
in the families of the school children, many of whom live so 
far from the library that it is very inconvenient for them to 
come to it for books. ‘The school houses thus become practi- 
cally branch libraries from which books are obtained for 
home reading. This plan may properly be extended within. 

« 


reasonable limits. 


DONATIONS. 


The list of gifts to the library, published as an appendix 
_to this report, compares favorably with that of previous years, 
and shows that the library has been by no means forgotten by 
its friends. "There are, however, two or three matters which 


could not well be included in that list and which deserve 
special mention. 


Hon. J. W. McGrath, who was Secretary .of the Commis- 
‘sion appointed by President Cleveland in 1886 to select a 
site for the new government building, has presented to the 


library the papers and minutes, including the final report, of 
that Commission. 
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Hon. D. C. Holbrook has presented to the library a 
number of papers of great historical-interest, among them 
autograph letter of Judge Woodward, May 1808, to Gov. 
Hull, declining to administer to him the oath of office ; 
. presentments of grand jury 1805-11, memorials, petitions and 
other documents dated in the first decade of this century. 

The books, papers and documents collected by the Michi- 
gan Historical Society are now in the possession of the library. 
A safe place has been prepared for them in a fire-proof room 
where they may be preserved for all time, and where they 
are accessible for purposes of investigation. It has been the 
hope of the library authorities that citizens having in their 
possession papers of historical value would deposit them here, 
even if they do not part with the ownership of them. 

There are, without doubt, many such papers in Detroit 
homes, where they are exposed to danger from fire, from 
destruction by mice, or by the ruthless hand of the rag 
gatherers, which should be rescued before it is too late. It is to 
be hoped that the example of Mr. Holbrook and Judge 
McGrath, in this respect, will be followed by many. 


CRAMPED QUARTERS. 


As the library grows and its use increases from year to 
year, the ill adaptation of the building to library purposes be- 
comes more and more apparent. The small and dark alcoves are 
not suited to anything but book storage. ‘The main floor affords 
no room for reading or study, and is already uncomfortably 
crowded on busy days. ‘There have been days in which nearly 
2,000 people visited the library, and at certain hours on those 
days it may well be supposed, the people were huddled in an 
unpleasant fashion. There is a very considerable use of the 
library by persons who are investigating subjects which 
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require the consultation of a number of books and facilities 
for writing or taking notes. This is a use of the library 
which should be encouraged and there should be suitable 
provision for it. A number of separate reading and study 
rooms are much needed, and especially should such an one be 
provided for ladies. For work of the character mentioned 
absolute quiet is essential, and this cannot be had in the large 
open room in which the public throng at all hours of the day 
and evening. In modern library buildings rooms are planned 
for study and for seminary reading, but it is not possible to 
improvise any within the walls of the present building. The 
space devoted to the public who seek books that circulate is 
over-crowded at certain times, but the whole main floor is 
already given up to this purpose and cannot be enlarged. 

There is ample room for the erection of a building in front 
of the present one, and it cannot be utilized a day too soon. 
Such building should be planned in accordance with approved 
modern ideas of libraries for jarge cities, with all the facili- 
ties for library work so conspicuously lacking in the present 
structure, and with a book capacity to serve the purposes of 
the city for fifty years to come. 

CATALOGUES. 

The printing of the general catalogue was finished in 
March and the whole volume, making 1,113 pages was at once 
brought into active use. Very few persons seem inclined to in- 
vest in it at the price charged, $2.50, but it is freely used in 
the building. Bulletin No. 1, being really a continuation of 
-the catalogue to January 1, 1890, was issued early in the 
spring. Bulletin No. 2, bringing the catalogue down to date, 
is nearly ready for the printer. ‘The present plan is to publish 
these bulletins annually, and at the end of each period of five 
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years consolidate them into a single alphabet and publish 
them as supplements to the general catalogue. This is 
probably the most economical and satisfactory scheme that 
can be adopted with reference to printed catalogues, but even 
then they become in the course of years a burden. 

The card catalogue, bulky as that must become in time, 
even now largely supplements the printed catalogue in popular 
use. For the purpose of making it as complete and useful as 
possible, special attention is now being paid to its revision and 


enlargement. 


The first edition of a small catalogue of Good Books for 
Young People was exhausted some time ago, and a second 
edition somewhat enlarged is now in preparation. ‘The pur- 
pose is to aid young persons in the selection of their reading, 
by placing in their hands classified lists of unobjectionable 
books. 

BINDING AND REPAIR OF BOOKS. 


During the year 2,583 books were bound under contract in 
binderies in the city, at a cost of $1,132.22, ora trifle less 
than 44 cents per volume on the.average. The bindery and 
repair shop in the building was maintained as usual with two 
employes. ‘The work done therein consisted of 363 volumes 
re-bound, 1,312 re-sewed and re-cased, 26 re-backed and 2,609 
repaired, beside the making of 44 pamphlet boxes and some 
miscellaneous work, such as making indexes, scratch blocks, 
pasting labels, etc. The expense of maintaining the shop was 
$944.09, of which $917.50 was for wages and $26. 59 for material. 


IN CONCLUSION 


— 


I have to report that all the affairs of the library connected 
with its administration and interior working have gone on 
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harmoniously. There have been no changes in the staff. All 
the library assistants have labored faithfully and unselfishly 
for the promotion of its best interests, and to make it as use- 
ful and helpful as possible in its sphere. Most of these have 
been connected with it for many years, and I am most happy 
to commend their valuable services. 
Very respectfully, 
H. M. UTLEY, Librarian. 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 


To the Board of Education: 


GENTLEMEN—The financial and other statistics will be 
found in the accompanying reports of the Secretary and the 
Librarian. The former shows the unusually large sum of 
$12,953.59 received from statutory sources through the County 
Treasurer. The receipts from this source fluctuate violently 
and unaccountably, from less than $3,000 to nearly $18,000, in 
a short period, so that ordinarily no account can be taken of 
them in regulating expenditures. The average annual sum for 
the preceding twelve years was $6,089.11; thus the amount re- 
ceived last year was more than twice the average. For this 
reason the balance on hand at the close of the year, preserved 
for the maintenance of the library until the taxes for another 
year are available, is slightly larger than usual. 

The statistics compiled by the Librarian indicate that the 
popular use of the library has not diminished, but on the con- 
trary has steadily and perceptibly grown. The figures, how- 
ever, do not show the full facts. There is a very large use of 
the library by persons who go directly to the shelves and in the 
nature of the case no reliable record of the volumes thus used. 
can be kept and so it is not attempted. It is gratifying to the 
Commission to see this evidence of the popular appreciation by 
the citizens of Detroit of the advantages which the library 
afford. 

The organization of University Extension courses in his-~ 
tory of literature, Shakespearean literature, political economy 
and chemistry during the present winter has opened up an en- 
larged field for the work of the library. Large classes have 
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attended the lectures and have made use of the books of the 
library in their study. There has also been an increase in the 
number of private clubs organized for special reading, and the 
demand for books has been such that in some instance it has 
been thought advisable to add duplicate copies, in order to 
accommodate as many persons as possible. The use of the 
library by members of these clubs-and classes makes more evi- 
dent every day the lack of suitable accommodation for them. 
One or two rooms are wanted, especially one for ladies, 
where study and making notes can go on without jostling and 
interruption. There are several flourishing art schools in the 
city, the students of which come constantly to the library to 
make use of the valuable art works which it possesses. But a 
dark and narrow alcove is the only place that can be found’ for 
them, An art room, or rooms, is badly wanted. 


The arrangement entered into with your honorable board 
three years ago, by which library books are supplied to the 
public schools, has proved so successful that the limits have 
been gradually extended. Within the past year upwards of one 
thousand books have been bought for this special purpose, and 
they are now sent to all the schools covered by grades aboye 
the primary. This takes them into twenty-eight of the school 
houses. It appears from statements made by the principals 
that the plan is a very popular one; that the books are in great 
demand among the children, and that they are taken home and 
read by other members of the family. The selection of the 
books was made by a committee of the principals, who are pre- 
sumed to be the best judges of what is suitable and interesting 
for their pupils. After nearly three years’ experience the list 
was thoroughly revised last fall. In the grammar grades it 
does not comprise a great number of books, but the library 
board has aimed to buy enough copies so that every child might 
have an opportunity to read every book. In the high school 
grades the books are designed to be used in connection with 
class studies as supplementary to the text books, and not for 
popular reading. The list, therefore, is quite an extensive one, 
though in nearly all cases less than a half dozen copies are re- 
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quired, All reports from principals which have reached us 
concur in the statement that this use of library books has become 
a very important and valuable feature of instruction in our pub- 
lic schools. It is gratifying to this Commission to be thus able 
to co-operate with your honorable board in promoting one of 
the main objects for which the public library was established. 

I must again call attention to the crowded condition of the 
library and express the hope that some movement may be set 
on foot before another year shall roll around for enlarging the 
building. 

GEO. S. HOSMER, 
President. 


REPORT OF THE-SECRETARY. 


To the Commissioners of the Public Library: 


In compliance with the rules, I submit a statement of the 


receipts and disbursements during the calendar year 1891. 


It 


should be understood that the fiscal year of the city begins. 
with July 1st, and, therefore, the balance on hand will constitute 
the working funds of the library until the beginning of the 


next fiscal year. 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance von hand) January ast, USO lay rce mie teicvelis-ueiercela siayeners ae $23,007 61 
ity taxes; of BOTs. yikes tte scns 0 scele atemetia ae Spot ia $30,059 56 
ue Seite ee amiss sic ‘1,489 21 
ee HS RENIOUS. WATS? co eae ee tae eee . B28 34 

bon lt 

County Treasurer, fines and penaléies: -..2..25.25..5.-.-.5-6 12,953 59 

Enterestonudeposits Wane oct ate ee eel eee 1,054 66. 

TAD Ray fn Sagres eictuoposd ween oie eleeete Seta e Gene aie ee 846 11 

Sales Of Catalow wes scr cat asl acra e ere one eee 105 50: 

Sales ofGduplicate  books..ete seer rare ae eee eee ete 16 12 

Or Ost. DOOKS Co eae heels orm leeccietorcde ake Oe oR Cees Aree 29 52 

Miscellaneous....... SRG EE An Mi aad tints 3 6 25. 

MOTD oye 8 Saicrak wach ove T Rees pec AO ae ok A ee $70,396 47 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Pad tor books and) pam philetsscee nee. 0 ae eee eee a - $13,396 59: 

FSH ETLOALCal BUSCH TOUS) yaa in sete eel ae eee 1,035" 55 

to -Dinding'and repairof bOoKS! 7. Uy. seit eae ene 3,321 79 

BF ioe SE DEN ths sre ac euseatt ay eb Shapes ARS NS Shae RSE Seca eae 1,088 81 

eR LS ei tare PL SPOS Oe ni ON RA aoe vaae cok vo), < 504 75. 

= Ss ptationery and, Dlamicaemr: ear acta eitie eae nee 434 50 

BS AS BUD DLLES cet reuse pee oie eta ere sae 204 34 
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LAOS OLepOStA gar earn tee ete toes Nak vce ee omen wads $ 134 02 
Me rel ohivand Oxpressameeny woes gis see ehba ats ae Weee a 218 36 

SM eSNG OMS ey er entan aa eer anms Aucya tale Sele ete Doe whos 3 676 47 
CMECUTMAG UT Omcrac cee) does eras t sss wan cla’ mn WORE NRT G6 Ba. 308 46 

MRS Tee LTLAULT LI GC Oe sorte sysney arora ee So ia oe eve a's im Suctaisi ore Gualsige! waiwis 207 39 

PAPE ERTIVIBCOLIATOOUS crrisia aecicvcineyate woreuals «Riauerarssueeeiagss Se aes 462 00 
Man | UT LOL SOL VICE torn os stereieracs's <a tia a ciaieid se eie's Sete Ss bers 5 1,726 00 
See Salaries. Drarian and: assistantsiven. sis d<ur sje ole oo 13,778 73 

a ep Cintine ard iMG es \CatalOSUeSn sare. a0). -lgae ss ¥ selon 882 82 
Motalidishbursementss - gaa kaa ees << 20 Sel cheers ces $38,280 06 

Balance on hand December’ 31, 1891-0. 0523. 045.030.0248. . 82,116 41 


HERBERT BOWEN, 
Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


To the Commissioners of the Public Library: 


GENTLEMEN :—Following is my report, showing statistics, 


etc., of the library, for 1891: 


The number of library readers has increased by more than 
2,000, as shown y statement of annual issue of library cards. 


«“ te 4888s. 16 Can, Ses wis os ag 
“ > 9699 2... 7 oy aca lea a ee ea 
«“ 6 4 ROO) ccc elue, Swi nes Rae ee ee 


BOOK ACCESSIONS. 


Number of books in library January 1, 1891............. 
Added since by purchases. icncmui ice ane oreterarinrrit tan 8,181 
se e PLLC root ee stare terrae sth at as 92 i atoemaye eitetena he 430 
fe a OXCIWN GS) is ssr sara Aree N Tote pan ean ate ree 12 
ue eS binding periodicals nm ee rwoste ween 545 
Rotal wu0 i. bss eee gos ees oiled stetnne Se ee ener 
‘Withdra wit, WOrn OUlting tec. aeyeecie eee oe eee 804 
O: lost and paid forse. aan eee en eee 32 
as Bold and exchanged. erate. ceri ee eee 912 


Number of books December 31, 1891 


seme te meee 


101,350 


9,118 


110,468 


1,748 
108,720 
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The following shows the accessions during the year in 
each of the several classes, the total in the library and the 
relation which each class bears to the whole: 


Accessions Percent- 
1891. Total. age. 

Bibliography, cyclopedias, dictionaries.......... 99 1,707 1.58 
Bound periodicals, general....................5. 502 7,849 7.22 
Philosophy, mental and moral................... 97 1,218 1.15 
HVOLIMTOLIS seers en Cee Neen hcl RMT hee 493 7,227 6.65 
Administration, federal and local public doc’s.... 617 8,933 8.21 
POCIOLOLY £2. 50NA inte AB ORI eM SAS ee obese: 2% 604 6,822 6.30 
IPI TOIRO ERS oe a CES Sera COCR ER CE Cee Ot Seen ees ae 56 5387 50 
ENGiG Ie INS CLENCOS. x azseie eeia nc, Sins stsys SioefShdug- diane sens 522 7,860 = 6.77 
MUSOmUDl neATtsy meatertirntiartrecesarete Seve. ciel are AereNeS wie 6 Sse 6 397 = 3,482 3.20 
TENE) Ea aus 3 aia yee a cot ee ee Lh eae Me 245 2,360 2.08 
HORREP ALI ES Ard ie ine 2 Heder OAR EES BTR 637 8,544 7.86 
JET OPER EN 6) Ss aie cae GER PE ERR EN eis Cais <2 Ae PANS Or Oat 788 8,517 7.85 
Geography, travel, description.................. 569 7,669 7.05 
ERE STOLE VeauSe st oe aniai ihe cites ahi ete aie sla alae wis gated e < 838 10,787 9.95 
Miction and juvenilese.. fo. OU he. oa 2,163 16,958 15.59 
Cemmniciito.s, ket baie Sed 2 > Palsiow Pes (ake eld Seem Ee 46 4,098 3.77 
PEN C Ds 25 3:5 2 SO ORTOP 1 ee SE ONO 198 3,486 8.16 
(GERBER CUA tah WPT i ny ete saa cen Aer eo eee Bee 1 674 62 
Het tee cAMP CHS PY GENTS LL epair= <7 sey es elk sarrielcdn: <leletstsvae ete oes 8 170 15 
HE ZOVULE Tite arevere oy iain neve Halies rayasavaiete kas extras Be 238 288 122 
Niort PUA ES cea, Silos wade nyRcNa dine) aye ae o8 ee 134 12 
TT otal encase sce. + OMe thine eres 9,118 108,720 100.00 


USE OF BOOKS. 


The library was open 309 days for the drawing of books 
for home reading, and every day in the year, except the Fourth 
of July, for use of books and periodicals in the building. The 
following statement shows the use of the library compared 
with the preceding year. 


Number of books drawn out for home reading........ 274,060 - 
“ consulted in the library. ............ 81,420 
Total use of DOOKsSitM WOOL A kas vee st se eee 355,480 
LBRO OR Sn cree aks Sal wine. 292,877 
Imenease m= LOOUe rrr cscs esl els a 62,603 
Number of books used in 1891..........0--0 20000 eres 355,480 
a periodicals used in 1891.,...............++.- 123,836 
tal pial bboppuayvesy toile: no cue ones nae 479,316 
TaeewGe SLE MEN eh Pa oe 409,201 


Increase in 1891... .. 1.62 cseeee eee eee 70,115 
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There is also a very large use of which no statistics can 
be kept. The alcoves containing patent gazettes, specifications, 
books of statistics, atlases, directories, dictionaries and indexes, 
as well as books on architecture and fine arts, are open to the 
public and are constantly used, frequently to overcrowding. 
As the public help themselves to these books there is no way of 
keeping a record of such use, I wish again to call attention to 
the necessity for providing at the earliest practicable day 
improved facilities for study and consultation of books. Many 
art school students and young architects who desire to make use 
of the library are hampered by the lack of adequate conveni- 
ences. A small table in a crowded alcove can accommodate 
only two or three at a time, and there seems to be no other 
place at present for any sort of consultation except the main 
library room, which is usually thronged. 


he following shows the number of books drawn out for 
home reading each month in the year, and the daily average, 
compared with the preceding year: 


1890. 1891. 
No. otal Av 5 

MonTHs. Days. Cireutationk pet ta Bape oirenetions pene 
January....... 26 22,460 864 | 26 22,684 872 
February...... 24 20,058 836 24 22,347 931 
March eases as 26 23,421 900 26 24,115 928 
Apt. ae te 26 191284 | 749 26 24465 | 944 
Bay eet ON 27 16415 | 608 || 26 21661 | 838 
Hineshawehes 25 14555 | 582 || 26 18,775 | 792 
Uli ewe 26 18,220 700 | 26 20,422 . 786 
ATUQUISty. cele os 26 17,114 659 | 26 20,124 774 
September..... 26 19,431 747 || = 26 23,174 891 
October..22-.<> 27 19,471 721 Pa 24,319 935 
November..... 24 19,566 815 24 26,111 1,004 
December... 26 | 18,822 | 724 | 26 | 25,863 | ‘995 

Totalaaer 309 228,817 741° 809 274,060 887 
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The character of the books drawn out for home reading 
for each of the past five years is shown in the: following 
statement: 

1887, 1888. 1889. 1890. 1891. 


’ percent. percent. percent. percent. per c’t. 
History, biography and travel... 6.68 6.95 Sats LO x6 9.50 
Literature, poetry and drama... _ 3.80 4.31 4.66 4.70 4.33 


Religion and philosophy........ 98 1.00 1.27 1.58 1.56 
Serence andartaxs. .inAfieoth. ax 3.23 3.08 4.01 5.12 4.48 
HNC GLO Meeteraes cst. HORS See aN he 65.32 62.87 59.50 56.46 57.80 
MULVONWE DOOKSx. 2a. cece ewes aes 1492 abe (ome Loos . dibws4e eas pe Tl 
(SGTATG RES Sa ae ania 3.86 4.10 4.35 AAS 4,34 
French and minor languages.... 48 95 95 1.04 98 
MISCEIIAMEOUBR cOhm 22 TAGS. Cees. Fife! 1.02 91 .85 .83 
OIA cree airtet Sete vised itr. ael ty ice Gare <2 ol ate te 52 


The followlng shows the annual growth and use of ~ 
library for the past ten years: 


Year. No. Vols. at end of Year. Total Use 
1882 Egodinisd ps fois soto iyi suelsauctis ofS ty igh Mosel « eats 50,605 184,038 
RCRA on Rema Sues ates gece, Mee ty 53,621 148,749 
ets... aS ce: Wet 56,668 163,604 
ota 6 ay 2 Re ee ee aor ares 59,653 171,833 
ASTON <8 ie one Se en ye ee 70,550 227,886 
SS (teehee: Gn ORS rahe RPS once peces Rear 80,167 291,483 
SS ea eS pee ee one 85,622 328,903 
"GIS Lane Mey oko ee eee 91,693 374,970 
TIES ee teh a a ee 101,350 409,201 
TSE hsd | ea es ke, TR sneer ies eae es Oa 108,720 479,316 
CATALOGUES. 


Bulletin No. 2, being a continuation of the general cata-" 
logue issued in 1889, was published early in the year. It com- 
prised 238 pages and contained the titles of over 10,000 books, 
Bulletin No. 3, arranged on the same plan, is now in the hands 
of the printer. It contains the titles of books added to the 
library during the past year. 

Early in the year a second edition of Good Books for 
Young People was brought out. This is a classified list of 
books on various subjects which are recommended as suitable 
and entertaining for young persons. The first edition of 500 
proved so useful and popular that when it was exhausted a 
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larger work was deemed desirable. The new edition, therefore, 
while it contained nearly all the books given in the first, was 
enlarged to more than double its size. It is, without doubt, a 
most excellent list of books, any of which may be read with 
pleasure and profit, An edition of 1,000 was printed, and 
already nearly half are sold. They are offered at five cents 
each, which was just the cost of printing. Such an aid and 
guide to young readers must prove highly useful, and the 
demand for it proves that it is appreciated. 

The work of revising the card catalogue has continued 
through the year and is yet not very far advanced. This cata- 
logue has been brought up to date, and cards are now inserted 
when the books:are put on the shelves. This proves of great 
advantage in making the new as well as the old books of the 
library available for use by the public. 


BINDING AND REPAIR OF BOOKS. 


The bindery and repair shop in the library was maintained 
as heretofore at substantially the same expense. In this shop 
222 volumes were re-bound, 1,631 re-sewed and re-covered, 3 
re-backed and 2,939 repaired. Beside this work considerable 
was done of a miscellaneous character, such as making pamph- 
let cases, paper blocks, pasting labels, etc., etc. The binding 
done by contract in outside shops consisted of 5,128 volumes, at 
a cost of $2,378.82, an average of about 46 cents per volume. 
About four-fifths of this was rebinding of books which came to: 
pieces from use. When re-bound the books are now put up in 
such substantial form that when they again give out they are 
no longer worth saving. Books will wear out with use, and 
the bills for rebinding and replacing these much handled books 
are only additional proof of the growing use and popularity of 
the library. ’ 

SUNDAY READERS. 


A little more than five years ago the library was thrown 
open on Sunday afternoon and evening for use of books and 
periodicals in the building. The circulating department is not 
open, but there are two attendants to supply readers with any 
book or periodical asked for. It was an experiment at the 
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outset and was thought by some to be objectionable. But there 
was no serious remonstrance, and I believe the plan is now 
generally commended by clergymen and religious people. It 
is certainly difficult to see any infraction of written or unwritten 
law in the reading of a good book or periodical in a public any 
more than in a private library. The number of Sunday 
readers has steadily increased, as appears by the following 
statement: 


Years. No. Sunday Readers. Average per Sunday. 
LEG aamavetenereign see =: 5,216 100 
ICE ile, Sabir saa: 6,163 118 
TOGO S ML OS) NAV aed 6,767 130 
LS OO eractente tte Ns a ens 6,917 138 


Sia Pe ebieg 5 Ba 0 7,671 146 


SCIENTIFIC MUSEUM. 


The scientific museum, which is open every day from 2 to 
5 o’clock p. m,, attracts a large number of visitors, but princi- 
pally from curiosity. From statistics kept by the curator for a 
part of the year, he estimates the whole number of visitors at 
fully 15,000 for the year. Many of these were strangers who 
were looking at the show places of the city, and included the 
museum among them. When it is borne in mind that all these 
people visiting the museum had to pass through the library and 
_reading room coming in and going out, it will be seen that their 
visits cannot fail to have been more or less a disturdance to 
those who were in the library for the much more legitimate 
purpose of consulting or borrowing books, The Detroit Scien- 
tific Association, which is the real owner of the museum, has 
been considering the question of resuming its custody and con- 
trol. I sincerely hope their plans may succeed, and that the 
toom now occupied by the museum may be vacated at an early 
day. It is very much needed for library purposes. 

If the Library Board is to continue as custodian of the 
museum I suggest the further extension of the present rear ad- 
dition to the building. Such extension can be built within the 
means now in hand, or likely to be in hand before the close of 
_the year, and should provide a room suitable for the museum, 
_ with a separate entrance from the street. It should also provide 
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a newspaper reading room, which would be a relief to our 
greatly overcrowded periodical reading room; and should fur- 
ther provide work rooms for the library staff, for which no pro- 
vision whatever was made in the present building. 
Respectfully submitted, 
H..M. UTLEY, 


Librarian. 


PoP PERN Dick: 


Following is a list of donors to the library during the year 
and the number of volumes and pamphlets given by each: 
Vol. Pamph. 


PAG ie Hovis OB OIiye se aio ae NA Pe Luthagi prccnle Rete 34 
PAH ON = COMED Eamets neh m Se he ane oe orreec nae tae urs oh 1 
FATHericCal DANKEers A SSOClAMOH ni aioe e< comes cise ass es 20 
ATMEL CaM). IAT HASSOClAtlON es ap sek Gree antnactee See mie LS Bc 
American Missionary Association..............00.000 0005 1 10 
American Unitarian Associations 22:..::2icts:se..d.8.0s 1 
caemnerst. COLES Gloettrc aie seta Ae cos 8 ais H binieinleg AOI aoe Banitee af 1 
Palette Ose Le eNGWe YOO Keine ayant soe aaron orn ee ae 12 2 
Sel yj ammless TOOK Ly Mis awe terra ai arcs tuctuie von. Seana ses a 6 orn ae oF 1 
Booth, On HayrPoughkeepsiennit:-cis6 accv ante oe Mate ee lee 2 
Boston City Messenger............... tee Le taree? ane 1 Bs 
Boston Congrecational Clube aspen. oe) een cease 1 
Boston dealtheDepartimenting ecu cic steers tcl sonm civ clos a vel 3 
BOStTONIAN NOCIEUY sak am eee ae ish rvatins Gx ers Sirsa ene ere 8 
Owe OL Collexe sn wast sise. nc Uhiecleerise ralaew oh ub arceeele ee 1 
Bresler Ac [MMU etrOlter eo mace cab: see mron Sar ne sae a 1 
SEY MMAGE Ld OHA Witheeteleiod cate ay wereielgity eres stra sitleenele vere: a 1 S 
Butta lOnclistantealsSOClebyoe.-n< sans ccraP ener Societe es sl 
Uren Ge) swe Wel OR Kestes costae tatate isis tanto n etete te ceereee? 1 
BUCLOM CNA MU GtEOMb tc) ota elie ee oh eaten aes il 1 
California Listorical Society v.20... ase0%- eee vee ae 1 
(CEE ere IE OE eI Kenge (Cod SS i crcl cu ce aleh AON Bien crane a ECC 1 
(CIDER a8 Bene! DEON Ae oe remo seauede Gulow Go\cotacrbopiettcn gs: 8 138 
Whicagos Boardeok UTAd Cantaunan ae sare cdac/eee aici teenie 1 ar 
Chicago Historical’Society....... 262 -- ss ieee eee eee ee. a 1 
(Tingentiay de db, DSO on 5 cide orion, oping cio lb dia aks sos iD i 
GlOVST, Lis WV MSMUMNETOMs sess ies elaers nee Grains ee adr 1 
Go lis oar (OMe e Cams ay airs sceeetererncis = 5 shen cl tiers sietege ee cea 1 ip 
Columbian Exposition Commission......-. ATER A aaa bie 18 
1 


“Confederate Veteran Association. .............2....0----- 
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Counecticut, State: Of. 5 ya.- cys opts densest i ake earners 1 
Cook, Thomas & Son, New York.....-...........-5 +0255 1 
G@ornell Universitivn.n.¢ eames elem. eet ra acre oer 
Crandall, Jh., Washingtomsiscc 0: (ete) jaccel: = Steinar = 
Crovier.cA. A... Ami AT bOn We cistiertscioct: aiehet erat seek yon er 
Daniels. Gib, New YOrke ia se close = ese eee ee iy: 
Dedham Historical Society... ..:.....- Ses... ese ee eas 1 
DePeyster, J. W., New Yorke -, (4... <j. <5 2%). joes | ere = 
Detroit College of Law. ... 5.22 fs0 3... secs sine 2 etn ole 
Detroit: Collese of Medicines ceases es ee 
Puitield Ss Poy Wetrolies a aware ete cea cess Calan e 
Hdison General Wleetrice’Cors.. w.cece w= as + oe sees ss 
Hd wardsRe ye De etre Ont Sgt ecas see cress) ceo apt tevoteraca fem ta 1 
Blot. RR; Detroltc: san etee sis ath ot ee eee 
Hlys Re Dey BSItimMOre so cre ere ee aegis a eee 
Bssex Institute, Salemi. .cnces.cc = waste es Wase 2 melee ae Ye 
Harmer Silds, Detvoltic canes os dr eee eee eee ee 62 
Péaring, AC.; Jit.) Bostone=).-.t6a.-5c0 075-5 eee 1 
Bell, Wy: Ts: Oran e IN. 5 msc sons ee eae a eee 1 
Blowers, N,.<. Detroltyiaics «soo ie cas eb eee Seles 2 
Foot, A. R., Washington 
ox, Ds BeaiNew, Yorksi2 a Ses..ttcct aeGee. eee eee 
Brancisco, Mia J., Rutlands Vitter. 2 eeeemiecan oa: sagen eee 
Briends, Soctety of, Philadelphias... 2: =. -aaereeieeeeeee oe 
Hrothing ham) ibn.) Salemi, sMiagsye asm iec eeeeeaete 1 
Georgia Department of Agriculture 
Gilmore, LB, Detroit. .02s es ean ee cP 
Green, 8. A., Boston 

Green, 8S. S. Worcester 
Griffith, A. H., Detroit 
Harvard University 
Hartford Sennim ax y-s.vs cs actc eyo ete nro eee eee ae 
Hawley, Jk Gai Detroit :o.cne cine eset ee ae 5a 
Haven; HA; BOStonicn 5 Ge aukon. ahs 7 ene eee 4 
fill, No Po Colorado. Springs.s.+s.cc. oa a see eee 1 
Houston, Win: Toronto:.< sas an-cc Gk noe er eee 1 


Indian Rights Association, Philadelphia 
Lowa Historical Society.) cihte:.ich sone eas eee a 
lowa, State of «te spats Jets yy arataherenayetacere al chemi eett eae nee a 6 


Johns Hopilue Calves ie 


Pamph° 


wee: 
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smomaivone ©) W., hiladelphias........< <.<i leds alieeavce é.. 
Kansas Academy of Science..............-.....c0c0sebsne 1 
Kansas Board of Agriculture 
craps: Pisorical Society: -%. .. .. .ss20d 0). eemwly t ceeeenhs =e 
UD as Nh 1 Ae nee: ner ae ai 
TTD, TAU EATS ia COIN Se 1h (0) fe ee ne 1 
Pie anttia da. SBYOOK Yin... 6... too. 4 adltard eipatalie E. 
seeonhorg: mG. Detroit.) J... mathtee jee Sdsiaee'd aad eek en 4 
renee a! OP Eee i. on sia ag ein ho cede ace. be 1 
Hier ae NM Detroit dethrone Sielbs 2s ce as 7 eS ates 
Libraries—Apprentices’, Philadelphia.................... 

ASOD ONG We VOLKe 2... ee eRe BAL 


Bronson Library, Waterbory , GoDnies! sek hee 
Brookline Bablica’., anpeios. cease <hies 


Ghiearo. Publicar. ct Jay tect Sar. tae ee op 
Uincinnaby Public. tes ee, Shc ce ee 1 
CléevelandcPublic: . ¢.2 is.5 >i. 2ieet ceeele ss: 
Coldwater Public: <.. .. 2. Gyiuseeeeee. oe ease 
Columbus Publics, 2.0% Joyner ee ERE 
DaytonsPublic. 520+... 2 Se. See Bia i. 
Denver Pap Gsa6 <- ...0s Aue Boe. Pees 1 
Fletcher Library, Burlington, Vt.............. 
Friends Free Library, Germantown............ 
Grand Jsland: Neb. Public... §5..<. .-3eeee ae 
Grand hapras Public. 4...\)<..0..20 02 ae RS 
Great Yarmouth, Eng., Free Libraries......... 
HamiltonOnés., Pablic .ies- os. erases: oe 
Eiard ford «Pw DyG steers cats eters = ee ee ee f. 
ork, Buber Sacinaw. ve... cpcis aes. s Ma 1 
diana pols PMD. eo 40% oo 2s Adee 
gackson Pople. nga. 2s. ooc.c see ee ebeey a 
GERGY, SUgAe AIDC ete aes <-s Saris. AE EI iL 
Lafayette ind): Public, . 1... settee ernie) 
Thawrence,,.Mass., Publiewetent dws S ic saat” 
Tras Asmtelasel UDG scoters soca aise se Ft 
Lin iiahat 2100 01) (cee rea eho e 5 poche 
Manchester. Hie. ;bublies..;. 22... eantee os Kh 
Manchester, Ne eli Cty a 2 tt peeked a 
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Libraries—Minneapolis Public..............--+: esse eee: 3 4 
INewarksPub liegt. eee enters ool - coon camer sie mets 7 
New Bedford Publics.2. 4-0 o--- eer toe 2" 1 
Newberry Library, Chicago............++..--- a 1 
INieweblaven Web liC ease. mantetiltteihe rete (rnrte geen cee ud 
New Jersey States: i. ccm 0c +> sole Meine © 
Newburgh Public.... 22. csq- sean ehier ie 
New York Free Circulating. ...........-..--+- BY 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 


To the Board of Education : 


GENTLEMEN—In presenting this, my first annual report, 
I refer to the fact that through my re-election to the office 
of Library Commissioner four years ago, it has been my priv- 
ilege, as a member of this Commission for over ten consec- 
utive years, to participate in its progressive policy from 
almost its very start to this present hour. 

The reports of my predecessors, as presiding officers, 
those of the late lamented Justi» Campbell and those more 
recently of Judge Hosmer, still with and of us, have given 
you from time to time such lucid information about the con- 
dition and purposes of this Library, that my present report 
bases its chief recommendations and facts upon the subject 
matters presented in the reports of our Secretary and 
Librarian. 

It is a modest tribute I pay to all my colleagues when I 
give appreciation and thanks for their help, and it will not 
belittle any one of them when I mention especially Mr. 
Herbert Bowen, who as Secretary and as Chairman of the 
Book Committee has brought sacrifices of time and great 
ability to this particular work, and I believe I voice the 
sentiments of this Commission and that of the public when I 
thank the Board of Education not only for re-electing him in 
1892, but also for the re-election more recently of Henry A. 
Harmon, our esteemed Chairman of Committee on Adminis- 


tration. 
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The financial exhibit, a portion of the Secretary's 
Report, shows a deceptively large balance, which, owing to 
the difference in the fiscal years, ours ending with December 
31, while that of the city ends with June 30 following, makes 
this “balance” really a part of six months’ additional require- 
ments. Nevertheless, the extraordinary influx from fines, etc., 
received through the County Treasurer’s office, being more 
than double for 1892 that in the preceding year, and three 
to four times as large as in ordinary years, seems to swell 
the income of this Library to very liberal proportions, and I 
shall refer to it and its uses further on. 

When some seven years ago this Commission built an 
annex Reading Room, we had a large hall at our disposal for 
which we had no immediate need. The Scientific Associa- 
tion, a body of public spirited citizens, had secured at their 
own cost quite a valuable collection of specimens appertain- 
ing to Natural History, Archeology, Numismatics, Local 
History, etc., which under the name of the ‘Scientific 
Museum” found temporary care and shelter in the afore- 
named hall. The general public being admitted free, daily 
between two and five o’clock, this museum became a source 
of instruction and pleasure to thousands of our own people 
and counted among the sights of the town with strangers. It 
was never intended that the Library Commission would 
remain the permanent custodian of this Museum and when, 
within the past year, it became a pressing necessity to have 
the room occupied by the Museum for more legitimate 
library purposes, the idea gained ground among Detroiters 
that this Commission was antagonistic to the Museum, while 
by the liberal care we took of it, we have shown our highest 
appreciation of its educational and popular value. 

Nevertheless, we are forced to insist that this Museum 
find other quarters, and I take pleasure to learn that it will 
find such under the roof of another—the Museum of Arts— 
to which this collection may be more permanently attached. 
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In this connection it may be stated that the crowded 
condition of the Library ground floor admits now of but one 
or two of the alcoves for the storage and consultation of 
Books of Reference, Arts and liberal sciences. 

To remove these treasures to more roomy quarters, where 
they can be more generally consulted and enjoyed, is not 
only imperatively necessary, but the enlarged opportunites 
for the display and use of such works will justify a more 
liberal expenditure of money in this direction. 

While works of fiction do and will always attract the 
larger number of readers and recognizing this fact, we feel 
encouraged to count on a more general benefit of the Library 
when we add more largely such publications as are, by 
reason of their higher cost, only confined to the possession of 
the few. 

The alterations and convenient furnishings of the rooms 
occupied by the Museum, when vacated, will closely absorb 
the extra sum which this Commission derived from “fines” 
in 1892. The accumulation of other funds. by this Com- 
mission had its chief reason in this, that it was deemed un- 
wise to exceed the ordinary sums expended for books; the 
surplus will find ready use when the rooms are ready to dis- 
play, and opportunity given to enjoy, new acquisitions. 

For these reasons I volunteer the conclusion that the 
revenues of the Library are ample but not extravagant. 

T am forced to call attention to the fact that the different 
alterations heretofore made or proposed to be made, are only 
makeshifts. It cannot be concealed that in the near future 
means must be found for enlarging the Library building to 
be what such building should be. 

Let us not lose sight of the fact that the present iui 
ing is only the rear part of what was originally planned to be 

the Public Library Building. 
The growth of the city and the growth of the Library 
_ demonstrate that it is time that we look for the erection on 
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the immediate front lot of a representative building which will 
accommodate the needs of a judicious increase of the number 
of books, and the convenience of those who consult the same. 

I would be slow to recommend adding to the burden of 
tax-payers, but I feel convinced that a commodious, imposing 
Library Building is not only an ornament of itself desirable, 
but the fostering, maintaining and enlarging of a Public 
Library is a steady invitation to men of culture and men of 
means to settle among us and becoming citizens of Detroit, 
become tax-payers and add to the municipal wealth. Even 
more: The addition of books, works, treating of, illustrating 
and furnishing new ideas in the arts, sciences, mechanical, 
etc. employments, of necessity must develope higher cultured 
and more competent helpers in our industrial enterprises and 
in these branches, improves local products, enlarges their 
markets, and logically adds to the enlargement of factories, 
increase of population, and indirectly pays back tenfold into 
the City Treasury what the campletion of the Library build- 
ing would cost. 

I am aware that special commissions are liable to 
magnify the importance of the special matters in their charge, 
but I have yet to learn that an honest, earnest administering 
of any public trust is too expensive; it is the slovenly in- 
difference to public trusts which deserves our reprehension. 
A well-justified enthusiasm for success claims recognition 
and support. 

This Commission has encouraged its executive officer, 
the Librarian, to be a member, and attend the annual 
meetings, of the American Library Association. The ex- 
change of experiences in the management of libraries, the 
classification of books, their cataloguing, the introduction of 
new implements, time-saving conveniences for serving the 
public, etc., may be traced to the exchange of ideas at these 
annual meetings. The usefulness of this National Associ- 
ation has led to the formation of a similar State organization 
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and has made the Detroit Public Library better known at 
home and abroad. 

We own, perhaps, one of the most complete collections 
of Magazine literature in this country, which by means of 
Poole’s Index, becomes accessible for general use and con- 
sultation in every direction of mental inquiry. 

This Commission looks longingly for the means, without 
curtailing the general demands of the library, to add to its 
importance in some specialty, whereby this institution par 
excellence would become attractive. 

To have the aid for the carrying out of such a special 
purpose we look in vain for a duplication of New York’s 
Astor and Lenox, San Francisco’s Stamford, or Chicago’s 
Newberry. 

For other matters I beg to refer to the following detailed 
Reports of the Secretary and Librarian. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MAGNUS BUTZEL, 
President. 


SECRETARY’S REPORT. 


To the Commissioners of the Public Library : 


In compliance with the requirements of law, I submit a 
statement of the receipts and disbursements of library moneys 
during the calendar year 1892. 


RECEIPTS. 
Balance on hand January ist, 1892___. ._._ _.. .--.--..-..---- $32,116 41 
City taxes, 1892 ose a oe ee a ee ee aoe 
a i 1890 = 51 2 er nr. AO ee eee ee 1,968 13 


Co 1 DEE preNdOUs, SV SANS aie ae eee 377 33 


% —— 34,590 89 
County Treasurer, fines and penalties___.._._. _...__.._.-_-_ 25,116 00 
Interest-ondeposits ieee. ira eS ee ee = earner 1,659 79 
(Liloraryefines Shere. gee teh et, |e ee a 975 34 
Sale ofscatalopules 2. pas Sale, ee ee er 122 75 


For ‘lost: bookte gtr. 2028 5 9. oh eee te 60 31 

From miscellaneous sources (2-52-29) ee ee ee eee 11 59 

Potalureccipte cesteses ee Age ee pa ee hina . Ae $94,653 08 
DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid, for-books and pamphléistess st eae ee eee $13,776 74 

*¢ . Sf periodical.aubseriptionszec: tet. oe ie ee eee 

U \~ binding and \epaimot boolksiea. ss. op ee ee 3,483 34 


Tight 252 eal te oe each ee i eee 


PUG cls tan ah a op ao ee 808 21 
ie OS Btationery, and. blamics sss se a eee eee enn ae 527 61 


* supplies lis. fi. cone wee tet Se ee ee 2 ee 
fo *, postagenc 522. See I Dee ee ee ee 150 35 
“vos dreightiand express sete. tase ee ee COT) 


PODAWGs. 14 ina dwine ek age eee ee 1,832 93 
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PalGelOrein  SCOllatleo sae ante. 6 ene oN ale a i oo 156 07 
elie st8nitor service... Ted (eee AG. Sool. tdi chew col 8, 784185 
“* “salaries, librarian and assistants____________________ 14,353 67 
fe SPT in ting andi bindinp catalozuess.6- oe seee ee 628 30 


$39,946 78 
54,706 30 


The balance on hand January lst, 1893, is much larger than 
usual, and arises from a combination of causes. It it is not 
surplus. 

First—The fiscal year of the Library Commission ends on 
December 31st, while that of the City of Detroit ends on June 
30th The expenses and disbursements of the Commission there- 
fore, for the period from January Ist to July Ist, are included 
in the amount on hand. 

SeconD—The Library Commission has adopted plans for 
fitting up for library purposes the portion of the building 
now occupied by the museum, and is now ready to obtain bids 
for the work. It is estimated that these improvements will cost 
from $15.000 to $20.000. 

THIrD—The amount received from the County Treasurer 
for fines for the year, is double that received during any previous 
year, and about three times the average of the preceding five 
years. The conditions were exceptional, and there is no prob- 
ability of any such large sum being received again. As it is, the 
increased amount is very acceptable, as it enables the Commission 
to make needed improvements and repairs, including that above 


mentioned. 
HERBERT BOWEN, 


Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


To the Commissioners of the Public Library : 
GENTLEMEN—Herewith I submit my report for the year 
1892, showing the work of the Library during the year, as well 
as its growth, and statistical information of various matters re- 
lating thereto. The number of library card holders has increased 
by 1,700, as is shown by statement of the annual issue of cards. 


Library cards issued in. 1888) 2. 22.72 ea ee ee 
es Heit! Golo}! ie Cece Ripe bey ae pat Re Soe or en oh es Bele it 
ui CBB OO he. Oe eee ele eee Te oe eRe OS) 
3 OT TOO ee ee es re ee ee ee ee Oro 
« ty Ch BODFe oe $. a Oe oe ee 4,959 

Total outstanding: Cards] 222 22252) ee ee ane 

BOOK ACCESSIONS. 

Number of books in Library January 1, 1892____________ 108,720 
Py ee BING; DY PULCh Ase nes so. seem ee ee 7,912 
a OLLG ay. ce eee eee ae ee Oe ee 641. 
4 “ exchange..ze- sete. 5 seer oe ee ee ee ba 42 
“ mf binding periodicals = Pah ty ae 483 

“_ —— 9,078 

Wo tale G:-t-Se ee SL ee ee 117,798 
Withdrawn; sworn Outrage oe ee ee oi 
se sold.andvexchangedsawss=.-. oe eee 996 
lOSt gen. «es. 5 eee ee cae hal ee 74 

Dee dat 

Number of books December 31, 1892 ____ _____ 115,661 


Of the 1,141 books lost and worn out, 1,033 were fiction. 
Of the 74 books lost, all except 11 were paid for by the persons 
losing them or by their sureties. 
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The following shows the accessions during the year in each 
of the several classes, the total in the Library and the relation 


which each class bears to the whole : 


Accessions 

Bibliography, cyclopedias, etc...-.___...._... 144 
Bound periodicals, general__________________. 444 
Philosophy, mental and moral _____--._______ 109 
FROM TOT eee ene eka en Pees, ted 449, 
Administration, public documents_-_______ ___- 883 
OCIOlOD Va seepce mens eee ee ee OAT 
Ee Mnlology see ee wee ee et ee re ee ye ee 35 
Natural Sciences #a-9) ate Soe ee A 715 
Weefuliariceoser SN £60 8 ek ee ole 498 
AAG rer bO eee een has ao SS tks che yet 336 
ATCT AUTOR oe soe oe p ree pee te hae ee 552 
Biographiye= sass 2 = eA te. eee oe 577 
Geography, travel, description______-__--__-_- 619 
ELIS CORY Aeterna Senet i ae oes 1,140 
ichion ands juyenilozas...2. 222. aoe eee 1,789 
CRORnaniaeec mer & 2 ob oes Lee ee ee 22 
tSMEPO GY CIE as ser ore, SED, Wg 9 RMR een Se as ee 70 
Gresk and uatiteeess seme a eee. 2. eae 42 
ialiantand Spanisheees. joo keh Soares we 
LEROY ITE) 0p oes eis i aceon ee Del tera nA aie eee aes 
Minor lane tisioes 2252s es ee ek 20 , 

Dota] Meee ee ee tee rere te 9,078 


USE OF BOOKS. 


Total. 
1,851 


8,271 
1,325 
7,664 
8,833 
7,457 
572 
8,069 
3,973 
2,684 
9,089 
9,089 
8,281 
11,918 
17,714 
4,094 
3,499 
716 
70 
238 
154 


115,661 


Percent- 
age. 


The Library was open 310 days for the drawing of books for 
home reading, and every day in the year, except the Fourth of 
July, for the use of books and periodicals in the building. The 
following statement shows the use of the Library compared with 


the preceding year: 


Number of books drawn out for home reading = --_____- 
i: “consulted ini the library =: == ----- 


Mineregsesin-LeO se one es a ee eee 
Number of books used in 1892_-------.---------.----- 
periodicals used in 1892_-__-__--.--_------ 


Total use of library in 1892225. 222-2 ---_-. 
se “6 ae 1891 


ANCTEASOMNM GOA yee ees es Se 


315,888 
122,963 


438,851 
355,480 


83,371 


438,851 
151,422 


590,273 
479,316 


110,957 


14 LIBRARY COMMISSION REPORT OF 18092. 


These figures do not fully represent the use of Library books 
and periodicals. The alcoves containing dictionaries, atlases, 
directories, patent specifications, statistics, indexes, books relating 
to art and architecture, etc., are open to the public without 
restriction and large numbers of people avail themselves of these 
privileges. Upwards of 12,000 books have been sent out to the 
public schools which have circulated therefrom in the homes of 
pupils. , In. the nature of things, therefore, it is impossible to 
give definite statistics Those above set forth will be understood 
to be approximate and much below.the actual fact. 


The following shows the number of books drawn out for 
home reading each month in the year, and the daily average, 
compared with the preceding year: 


1891. 1892. 
No. Total Average | No. P 

MONTHS. Days. | Circulation. | per Day. pays Cae any Dee 
January ---_-_-_-- 26 22,684 4 872 25 28,975 | 1,159 
February--____- 24° 22,3847 931 25 80,297 | 1,292 
March. 222222 26 24,115 928 27 31,405 | 1,163 
Aprils geass. 26 24,465 941 26 27,693 | 1,065 
May ean 26 21,661 833 26 24,920 959 
cUNnOU a aues 26 18,775 722 26 | 21,523 828 
ulype ee Soe 26 20,422 786 25 | 21.666 866 
August_____- 26 20,124 TTA 27 23,912 886 
September .__| 26 23,174 891 26 | \ 25,481 978 
October _..._._- 27 24,319 935 26 26,126 | 1,005 
November _.__| 24 26,111 | 1004 25 28165 | 1.127 
December-_ __. 26 25,863 995 26 25,775 991 

otal aaeuee 809 274,060 887 310- 315,888 | 1,019 


* 


LIBRARY COMMISSION REPORT OF 1802. 15 


The following shows the character of books drawn out 
for home reading last year compared with the preceding year: 


1891. 1892 

percent. pere’t 
History, biography and travel_____._____..__.._..--..... 9.50 8.49 
Literature, poetry and drama _____..__-_.........-..._- 4.33 4.21 
ihelgtonvand: philosapny aoe Me eek en |G 1.55 
Hclence.ancd arte sees see ele Nb Bn Bie ag 4.55 
PBCULONSMEe ok eee Geet BGIAIO Seite Bes os die ei 7 80 58.08 
NRE allewbOOks as Sk cern aoe en be buen 5ST 16.62 
(Geist ieee es ee ee oe Oe ne Res Sc 4.34 4.42 
Wrench and minor languages =. —--2 4-25. .93 .86 
JONG oy act as ae ee ee ee a ee ea ae D2 02 
Disealiunecidat=< ome Se ca Bee he ee 83 70 


No classified statistics are kept of the books used in the 
building. It is known from observation that they are books 
usually consulted for reference, and in some instances, of 
course, books for reading in the library. If the statistics of 
these were given they would materially change the above 
figures by reducing the percentage of fiction and juvenile and 
increasing that of the other classes. 

A recent writer in one of our city newspapers, who has 
been looking into the subject of the preferences of public 
library readers in respect to authors and books, discusses it 
at some length and very fairly. The following summarizes 
the statements made : 


First as to the authors who are no longer in demand, and in 
this list is Rider Haggard, who only a few years ago was all the 
vogue; Robert Louis Stevenson has met nearly the same fate; 
there is some demand for the “Wrecker,” his latest work. “Look- 
ing Backward” has apparently sent Bellamy to the rear, for no 
one ever asks for him now. Mrs. Humphrey Ward, who shone 
like a meteor’ after the publication of “Robert Elsmere,” has gone 


“to rest with “David Grieve.” Kipling, the erratic and irrepress- 


ible Anglo-Indian, is not in the running. Mary J. Holmes, Mrs. 
Southworth, Ouida and Agnes Fleming are on the dropped list 
here with a very large number, and their constituency is not 
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growing. The prolific and versatile Balzac has had his day, and 
it appears to be past. 

The writers in great demand are J. M. Barrie, whose “Little 
Minister” is all the vogue. Mme. Carey is another great favorite 
as is also Miss Alcott, and Hawthorne, and “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” 
maintains a perennial popularity. Shakespeare is extensively 
called for, largely as a result of the university extension course, 
where the bard is a subject of study. Lew Wallace’s “Ben Hur” 
is immensely popular, and there are twenty-five copies of this 
work in the public library to meet the demand. The works that 
are in steady use are those of Sir Walter Scott, Charles Dic kens, 
William Black, George Eliot, Thackeray, George Ebers, E. P. Roe, 
J. Fenimore Cooper, Mrs. Craik, Jules Verne, Oliver Optic, Mrs. 
Burnett, Louise Alcott, G. A. Henty, Alexander Dumas, Charles 
Lever, J. G. Holland, Mrs. Oliphant, Charlotte Bronte, Marion 
Crawford, Castleman, Alger, J. T. Trowbridge, W. D. Howells, 
Stedman, Frank Stockton, Mark Twain, Henry James, Bret 
Harte, Besant, Hardy, Goldsmith, Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
Washington Irving, Thoreau, Longfellow, Lowell, Wordsworth, 
Milton, Moore, Robert Browning, Shelley, Byron, Tennyson, 
Chas. Dudley Warner, W. C, Bryant, T. B. Aldrich, and for fairy 
tales Anderson and Grimm, and Isabella Alden for juvenile stories. 
Ruskin, Bacon, Emerson, Bryce’s “American Commonwealth,” 
Prescott’s “Conquest of Mexico,” Parkman's Works, and classics 
like “Meditations” of Marcus Aurelius, “Discourses” of Epictetus, 
and Homer’s “Iliad,” Pope’s or Bryant’s translation, are much in 
vogue. 

Among the religious works commonly called for are Drum- 
mond’s “Natural Law in the Spiritual World,” Spurgeon’s sermons 
and life, Dr. Pierson’s “‘Divine Art of Preaching,” the “Heart of 
the Gospel,” and especially his work on missions; Thomas a 
Kempis, Jeremy Taylor, Mrs. Havergal, a writer of devotional 
works; Dr, Briggs’ writings; Dr. A. B. Bruce’s “Training of the 
Twelve,” Dr. Philip Brooks, Canon Farrar very largely; Rev. J. 
Thain Davidson’s book for young men, “How to Succeed;”’ 
Andrew Murray's “Abide in Christ,” Bishop Hurst’s “Indika,” 
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being a work on the manners and customs of the people of India. 
John Fiske’s “Discovery of America,” and his ‘Critical 
Periods in American History,” are both in wide demand, Colum- 
bus being now prominently before the American people. In fact, 
all of Mr. Fiske’s writings are very popular. 
The most popular periodicals may be judged by the 


records kept in the reading room of the calls for each, as 
follows : 


FINE ARTS. 
PA eNO, DU ree yee ee > PS GG 
EAT ite) OUTING, eee See ba elise ctr int a A Pic Oa 480 
ATHOrICAN A nCHILeCh sje sak eee eer 411 
MAG aZING (OLGA T hae. cee cnet ph eh «ope 390 
PACE eee aaa ee Oe es ete Mer Pow ee LOE 
PRACTICAL ARTS. 
Scientific American and Supplement _______- 3,987 
HMlectricalk World easnaees es See eeese Bee a) 5485 
American Machinist 252.204 gute go 2 te A472 
Electrical Hngineers. 2 2224-5856 525 2225. <3 2 389 
RET OIUBAL G Gs 2 pee fe <8 GE SBN ce Tete 386 
Bhotorraphicalimes 3), 222 222252 e- ees see 384 
allroad Gazeticrs. -— eet noe ee ee eee 349 
Mug ineering ee sas a ten eee ee BA 
Engineering and Mining Journal_____----.--- 255 
Bloctricalikve vio wee eee eee a ee BD 
Metal WiOEkene 5am = oats ee eee 222 
ne lish Mechaniceess2=- 6.220 cseeeeee =. | 29 
JoWwellor ss\ Cell ymuee seas = see ee eee LoS 
Ratlroad) Pe inéering = ss--- sees. soe ee 
LITERARY PERIODICATS. 
North American Review-22_ =--.222---=-52=- 948 
OT Uh eae ae ee ee ee ae, 09 
PA ReGOC Act see NN See eet eater aera eS ee ee ae 572 
A tlaniSiGs emeeart nee et ote 22 oa O00 
GhambersieWiagazinges seo ae ean ays 410 
Black wOOdssmeew eee vee es ace eee te 275 
New England Magazine. __=~--22 --=--------- 239 
Chattauquanm: 1222 testes doe eel 2 182 
Contemporary Review ..-_------------------ 178 


TueisurevEour. = dete aa ee 175 
Revue des deux mondes.__-) 2.2. ----22------ 173 
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Wortnightly 225.22 Sse ee ea ee 170 
Gentleman’s Marazine 2-52 = = ae ee OG 
MeleGtie cy ase ae at i ease 119 
Deutsche Rundselat e-em 
Cornhill ost ee ees ee ere 113 
Hdinburgh Reviews2es2 --) = =e == 86 
ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINES. 
Harpers 33 oe ee ee ee eee eee 3,116 
Century 2 ee ee 2,708 
Seribner face 222) be ee ee eae 
Cosmopolitan =: 2es22) = ce ae ee) en Uy) 
Outing eS. Be oe Secs 2 ee ee eel ae 
Lippincott 2-5 sian ses een eee eee 1,006 
Gv wOl WROVIG WSs ee ee 789 
Californian dllinstrated 2s = ae oe eee 406 
Overland 260. often, Se ee ee _ 402 
CHILDREN’S PERIODICALS. 
Youth’s Companion=e.-2= pes" ese - == _.__ 1,909 
Harper's, Young Peoples) 2 = ae 1,403 
St Nicholas______-__- SR Ao ee 1,160 
Wide. Awakereos26 3.100, > Sone eee eee 562 
HUMOROUS AND ILLUSTRATED WEEKLIES. 
Leabkelic ev ie Jee Bobs ie hee _.__ 7,445 
JUDGE! ee ae 6,947 
Lite-i4 3: DU ee ae 2 ee 4,215 
Harpers Weekly 2-24 ee eee 53909 


Frank Leslie _______- Bes a2 eye Ao SC 
London Illustrated News --._.______________ 8,697 
London Graphi¢get. SO 2eSi ce eee eS 


Punehss.: teach Sie ee oe ee 
Harper)s) Bazarl. ee. a. ee 1,526 


Horest(and Streams. ss. a eee x 
Fliegende Blatter....2....-'-_________ 


Bet 52 Sal 

Ueber Land und Meeri) 2 eee eats 

Bigaro Bilmsite, 49. Se gee ee 570 

Gartenlaube22t.. 220). 2 ee ee 478 
‘ UNCLASSIFIED. 

Army and Navy Journalic 930259 2s ee 669 

Ohristian' Union. see. aaeueee ee se 453 


Popular Science Monthly______.____________ 
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(Courier desuitataiU nissan eeu. eee 409 
NBO Rea ar ee ae ee i BOT 
BublicaO pinion eta. ssi en ee 285 
Woman st ounnn lees ee ae ae oe See 39 


IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


The books bought specially for the schools have been 
sent out in accordance with the plan adopted several years 
ago, and which has been found to work satisfactorily. The 
whole number of books sent to the school houses was 12,580, 
of which 4,850 were fiction. Some teachers have complained 
that these library books make them extra work, but it is safe 
to say that such teachers take very little real interest in the 
progress and development of their pupils, and are content 
with a perfunctory performance of their duties. As I have 
before remarked, the success of ‘this effort to broaden the 
horizon of the school children and to take them outside the 
dry routine, depends almost wholly upon the teachers. 

No additional books have been bought during the year, 
but those lost or worn out have been replaced, so that the 
number has been kept intact. A suggestion has been made 
that if a few carefully selected books for the teachers were 
added to the list much good might be accomplished. I think 
it would be wise to experiment in that direction. If the 
effort proves a success, the list may be extended. 


SUNDAY READERS. 


The whole number of reading room visitors during the 
year was 112,134, of whom 9,247 visited the room on Sunday. 
This is an increase over the preceding year of over 20 per 
cent. Since the room was first opened on Sunday, nearly. 
seven years ago, the attendance has been steadily growing, 
from an average in 1887 of 100, to an average in 1892 of 178. 


e BINDING. 


During the year 4,726 volumes were bound by contract 
_in outside binderies at a total cost of $2.526,23. <A large pro- 
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portion of these were old books sent out for re-binding. 
For this class of books what is known as English Buckram 
continues in use as the most durable material. The bindery 
and repair shop in the building has been operated, as here- 
tofore. The total cost of operating it has been $957.11, of 
which $909.00 was for wages and the balance for material. 
The work turned out was 139 volumes re-bound, 1,517 
re-sewed, 4,158 repaired, 16 temporary binders, beside a con- 
siderable amount of work done in the way of pasting labels, 
etc., which cannot be specifically mentioned. 
H. M. UTLEY, 
Librarian. 
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Following are the names of donors to the Library during the 


year with the number of volumes and pamphlets given by each: 
Vol. Pamph’ 


PNOLRINGS CHAN ie? OSLOUP Settee cee ia as Micmac Mofo n ee es ae 1 
peat CONES oP acl Wes Beto sand dia Sec seed ws oe ales 1 
American Congregational Association.................2055 i! q 
American Meteorological Association: ............e00+ eee es 1 
simerican Otolopical Society 02. . 220s. 4c. iqccuee suisiees tis Be ope! 
mmesrtabrary, North) Bastom, Mass..25 cee acea-ine = Ee geet 2 
NGHES SA ATT Chall sap IMAWe ss cules: gue heseisea ee cs es eis see 2 oe 
eermbersi, COUECEES Ai. tm ny. <=) cis Sh eat SORE: SiC Hg ee o 1 
SCIP Ura oes ANIG Oe ue setewch Ge Ne MP arkO ores He ccene mia bee 3 
Sve aig SCLGrEE N05 0) |r Sener Can Gna ano Gcns win eccaraor oe 2 fe 
Bains Jas. Bo Torontos: 2.2 nse ere encase: air Ce I 
Baker EM Breeton. cre Meller ceikse. aukerti esl ayy slisycrole Ss 21 
arena Caer NORIO IIG Ses NT ASS tcl onisicrsleerel-ucbte.a sieve io7> aso,0,° 1 
Boston Athenaeum, .o.0-0... 600. - Pea Weleda d Scere eae e 25 
Boston HealthDepartment 2.5 22. wee esi wwe se ss il % 
Boshonee Ube PAbraryaye ey eee as sei ee lee ene ais ini 5 
BO wmelOin Comer ena sakes esis. oe, ors senwia ore citeeiancryers)ainire, ee sibs Py 2 
Bowmen, Herbert, Detroit, H0.5 oe. 5 + sec cee pines nae Aes 
Ieprerenveres Aig Sie EeMh Se, 82 on Cc OU OR RO LIC EGE mee KIO ae ion 1 
Bridgeport, Conn., Public Library ...........0s seer eee ee. 7 1 
Brigham, W. I., Baltimore ...-..-..-. -. 2-40.00 beet ee 1 ; 
Brookline, Mass., Public Library............---.-- eee Be es 1 
--Brooklyn, N. Y., Library... --. 222+ sc2ce0 Gene meses io 2 
. Brooklyn Union for Christian Work...........-.-+ cet eeee oe 1 
Brymner, D., Ottawa . ...--....e seen vente eee eee es il 
Buffalo Charity Society. ...5.-..+-- esses rete eee Sragin es ak 1 


Buffalo Historical Society... 22.2... nec ceee te ce reece s oe fe yl 
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Vol. Pamph. 
Burton... Me» Detroit..caceseaceseectrieccins ors uiectr is 62 
Buxton, Hng., Free Library.........--+--eessee+ + cesees A 1 
Calhoun, Margaret C., Lansing ..........+- eeeeeeeeeesee 1 
California Board of Horticulture ..... s.....-- ie Vaiaree le 1 ae 
California State Library ........... 2. -se essen eens seers 1 1 
Cardiff, Wales, Public Library ........5.---+eeeeeeeeees oe 1 
Chaney, HAA .s Dretroity cera rc iecde esate elate srotatss« = >a) lefeeleh-eiet cnet 1 3 
Chicago Board ‘of Tradeceee. ie. 5 aie oe one oe = imo oar 2 ed a 
Chicago: Public Lilbrary. ave. sve ees vi letetatele eaierst helen) ietenyer = : 1 
Chipman; Jada, Detroitiee wanes else ore rs ear eerie 2 4 
Cilley.7Ji cP: ROCK TANG AMles 5 tives te etseiay talsetek siete iar is-ter> a 6 
Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce ..............-++-++---> 1 ve 
Cincinnati Public Library ra celeste cies emai 1 4 
Civil Service Reform: League .2...- 2-000) =e eee ott 1 
Cleveland-Public ia brary erect aeons elie tee ele er 1 
Colleretot Social Beonomicss Ne ¥senrcerts es te ltelertetetretale be 1 
Columbia;College. sya, 202 @ eS aee eens ae eee 1 1 
Columbian Exposition Commission ........ .....+-+-+00+- 16 
Columbus; O- Public ihibranya. os. seu crete ae etree 3 1 
Conelyats Fo) Detroit hc tmte ay selns seeieeeeseee tee reaerere 1 1 
Cooper, Revs <DE-M..* Detroite. . nc. s abies net roe ae eee : 1 
Cornell University s,..1c. wiercterctatese hey neciotarte as aa cree eee ia re 7 32 
Creizhton’ University, (Omaha cc. sccm cee ae = soe arenes s 1 
Dalton; J.:Gy,e Boston se. cas seeecic eee ree neers 1 a 
Dartmouth’ College (5 (aoscctme ieee see meee eee weeds oe 3 
Davies= Thos, u:*) Detroite..acece oot eee eee 48 be 
Davis) Ras sAtmUATDOP Sense enn ee eee 9 
Denver Public Winbtary: acc ceureneacse aes er er eee 8 
DéePauws Universit yar. gore cita sie tec eee a ran eie Tene 1 
DePeyster, Jc Woy oNcay tye Waele Sueegiaetsey ae deans 1 
Detroit, Board ots Trades... see a. eco eee eae eee 1 
Detroit College. cca desde reece tae ae Gap re 3 
Doughty, F. W., Brookly i aiits os o00 veces Gaetan 1 
Drexel Institute, Jehiladelphiaymerscenee seca see cerene we 
Dufiield SH. Me Detroitseese ase eee cle it 
Edwards, Rev. ere Detroit. ranesa ns so chia ce oe eee 3 3 
Elliott, J. R, Detroit. sks eclawrsae nena sete eee 2 ate 
Ellis, Jno., Philadelphia SOC ON I eI AG iene ialo Men ek 1 
Essex Institute, Salem: avccc coer ee eee ee eee a fi 
‘Harmer, Silas: Detroit, Wrens neice ee eee 21 ai 
ay, M. Rj Peoria: se scsneceeen ashe ee eee y Porn oe it 


Fletcher Free Library, Hue: Vt 


ee ed 
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Foote, A. R., Washington:......... Grecigtic 


Bord tH = AlseDetroltec :.ccieos te cs ene ce: 
plorsters Canta, Detroit... 2502 «fen nee 
Friends Free Library, Germantown, Pa.... 
Georgia Agricultural Dep’t ............... 
Goodwin, A. K., Providence.............. 
Cordon wie lie Deion oem eee eee ee 
Grand Rapids Board. of Education ....... : 
Grand Rapids Public Library........  ... 
CRAVE eV CLT OLU mate AN taco eee 
Great Yarmouth, Eng., Public Library.... 
Greede OWA eOStON she co eccese kin ook 
Greene, C. E., Ann Arbor..... soaccaea es 

Hamilton, Ont., Public Library.... ...... 
Marttord, Conny luibraryies ss. csvesrae ces = 2 - 
Hartford, . ‘‘ National Bank.....°.... 
Hartford, SUNUEIN Se SAS ab cere ct 
Tar vAEG UT VETS bie crise stcvota ee eth e's cb sup nll 
Hayes, R. B., Fremont,.O........... Ee sfaieiars 
Pinedale? En, ©, .Detrolter 2 cat aececa ¢ os 
Holdeman, Jno. Jasper, Mo..............- 
Holt; Jos.,« New: Orleans... 2. 21004 2s-00 ea 
Lop katida Gwtoy CULOMGge wn salsa cr oncrieies 
Minos! Labor, BUreaW Ss oe cccce soe arstey ears 
Indian Rights Association, Philadelphia ... 
Indiana Commandery, M. O. L. L. A....... 
Indiana Historical Society .......  ...5..: 
Towa Historical Society........... feesieveaaye as 
acksonad. Hew Dansvalles IN, Vows a. an. 


Jackson, Mich., Public Library..........:. 


Jerome; LAS is Detroitle. 0. peere asec ss 


Jersey City Public Library...........-..-. 
Johns Hopkins University .... ..........- 


Johnson,-T. L., Washington ...,.25 6° -> 


Kansas Board'of Agriculture ............ 


Kansas City Public Library,.............- 


Hansase state: LADTAry 0 <0 aisles ais, ini <i 


Kegan Paul, Trench & Co , London.---... 


Lansing Public Library .... ....-.....05. 


Lawrence, Mass., Public Library ......... 


Leland Stanford Jr. University ...... shure 
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Vol, 
Leonard, *Cy-H- 4, Detrolbs nana sete lal oilers SPC 3 Soe OUI 
Los Angeles Public Library.....-... ..2+..0- see eo tence : 
Lothrop, G. V.N.; Detroit... 22.05 cs0 Ree oe cee eee: 53 
Lowell, Mass., City Library. ....... 6.06.2 -eee ee seers eee 
Ludlow, Wu. -Detrottedsacases cis 2) ete scietats | mle talent retell % 
McFadden, Mary A., Trenton, N. J..... Fs oce's SAS Siete ale oe 
BUI Vel D5 dtehal sted goto DYsakom, eqoghendnebans ovobnoneGas scout 2 
MeMillan, Jas... Detroiteyacs «<2 ace a2 ett aeeeeny =e techs 45 
Maimonides Library. New York ............0---ee+eeeees 
Maine Historical. Society... << ccc. somes gunn sess-s cee te 
Manchester, N. H:, City Library «.<.se0..-+:2ee > 226+ «- 
Manchester, Hne.; Mreebibrary ..- 2-0... -. «se eels 
Maryland Bureau Industrial Statistics ...........-....+-++ 3 
Mason: Mrs aliwli:: Detroitess ace venice aae terre cenrere Asie. us 
Massachussetts, Commonwealth of............-+2--+e+0-e: 4 
Massachussetts Institute of Technology.......-.....-+..-- 
Mercantile Labrary,cN. Yess conn: erences We easeeeenae 
Mercantile Library, Philadelphia <5 c2- Ja0.ss0s: Jo+eh eee 
Mercantile Library,St. Louis... %. 0... <-- 0 cceres 1 
Michigan A griculiural College 2.5%. d0y<<<<.=aseseeeteene 

# Board of Charities ....... PR Ogcon orc amo ton LCS 

ce Bureau Labor Statistics | .........:..6%-- sist ove 

s Insurance Commissioner. ... ....... Bee oak en 1 

ay Normal School! Liprarys «90+ e-2.0 eer ete ol 

Se Secretarynol States é\5.1,.sare nme ne ene 31 

Ne State: Library 2ccrcaw) «cee eeee Sones eee ete 46 

ae Superintendents of Poor Association... ........ 

. YX Mic@y, -Acsk neniga emacs woe aid eee tere ORE 
Milwaukee Public Library .... ........ Beish AG ond gv RE 
Minnesota Academy Natural Seiences........... We horas ee ee 
Minneapolis, Public. Library 2, xn w<siaax cava me Acane eens oa! 
National W.. CTs Uz, Byvanstone. .s.ese.neen eee 
Nebraska Adjutant General... <2... ..<sene.s seats aa 
Nebraska Historical Society... «i... 0sss<<.as scene seuss 2 
Newark Public Thilbrary:,. ¢.c<é40.:-wsuhiucs deen eee ‘2 
New. Bedford Public Library..::..5 sites onto ee ee 6 
Newberry Library, Chicago.c.sc. 4. .0 05k ee ee ie 
New Haven Public. Library.c. << ssusloe een et meee te 


New London Public Library 
New Jérsey. Labor: Bureat <i. cen a5 sl ee ee oe 
New Jersey State Library............... Bec th aha neice 2 
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New York Free Circulating Library ....... Eeigeis ote eNIOE He 1 
Wew- Y orig Historical Hocteby o 5). c.ci..000.00 sd aieeean droge pie Be 1 
NewYork State LABrary. 1-4 aun, Geno a0 ete Hes Fee Dasa «t 2 
BYieaia cia Camel Grae, Heer los sec Larsen acd eeeMet tus 1 
INFaV Vic: Cov Deal, SB Van SbONEG on ison x Ger accede ce ereeeat 1 he 
Pca il te CONG Fe Pl AE AE ae saps <a, 8p. wa spsdace y olens Maga OOe ME Ao 3 1 
Ohio Meteorological Barea,, .. oisnistoe: be pies «neve anes : 7 
Ohio Board of Agriculture .......... GRE onl tet cae 2 
Oion yal (CHICA LO) Se. \ ee cape oy uv otal EARL aes 1 
Owensboro, Kentucky, Board of Education .............. i 
Paterson Public) LIDEary. os; ois tice dass <0 saw eeE as 4 
Pattenwl AC: Helenas Montana... ap... onc clsteeeis helene 2 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 


—+>——_ 


To the Board of Education: 


GENTLEMEN:—It being the duty of the Public Library 
Commission to report annually to your Honorable Body, Iam 
charged on its behalf to lay before you the condition of 
the Library and to assure you that this Commission contin- 
ues to give its best attention to its welfare. In this respect — 


each member of the Board, as well as its officers, has given such 
_ measure of time and ability as he could command to the prop- 


_ er development of the Library and its efficient administration. 


‘ The gentlemen who are charged with this responsible duty 


have high appreciation of its importance and dignity and are 


_ striving for best results. It is only fair to say that in all their 
_ efforts for promotion of the best interests of the institution 
under their charge they have cordial and intelligent co-opera- 


tion of the staff of employes. Especially must we commend 


the broad, enlightened views, the valuable work and the effi_ 
cient management of the Librarian, Henry M. Utley, to 


whose detailed report as to the growth and operation of the 


‘Library during the year I take pleasure in referring you. 


FINANCES. 
_ The Seeretary’s report, also herewith submitted, shows 


the receipts and expenditures and balance on hand. It is 
well to state again that this report is made in the middle of 


the fiscal year in the city and that the balance on hand is 
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not surplus but is required to meet the needs of the Library 
during the ensuing six months. 

My connection with this Commission, almost from its crea- 
tion, enables me to say that the liberal provision made by 
law for the maintenance of the Library has never led to ex- 
travagant expenditures in any direction. On the contrary, 
the most rigid economy consistent with a proper discharge of - 
the trust has been practiced, and the policy of saving from 
the income has been kept always in view. In this connec- 
tion I again, call attention to the fact that the steadily grow- 
ing needs of the Library will require, at as early a date as it 
can be brought about, the erection of the main front to the 
building, as originally planned, to supply the room and the 
eonveniences which the public has a right to demand. 

The last legislature passed an act authorizing the Com- 
mon Council of the city to raise by loan or tax the sum of 
$150,000 for such a building. For the purpose of helping 
forward the movement to provide the much needed enlarge- 
ment at the earliest practical day, the Commission has created 
a New Library Building Fund and has placed therein from 
its income of the past year the sum of $15,000. It is the pur- 
pose to save as much as possible from the income each year 
to be added. to this fund, so that ultimately there may be 
erected a building which will reflect credit upon the city and _ 
at the same time without imposing on the taxpayers any - 
very large expense. 

REFERENCE READING ROOM. 

In my last annual report I referred to the need of the 
room then occupied by the scientific museum. This museum 
found quarters elsewhere and during the summer we trans- _ 
formed this space into a reference reading room. It is now 
in use and so fully answers the purpose for which it was de- 
signed that I take occasion to say that in my travels east, 
south and west I have not seen in any library, even in cities 
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larger than Detroit, quarters so admirably arranged and 
equipped. The book-shelves are protected by glass doors; 
the alcoves are spacious and well lighted, and in them the 
student may work undisturbed with every thing at his hand. 
Here also we found a place for our most valuable art works, 
works which are a source of joy not only to persons of culti- 
vated taste but of interest and value to the artist, the. drafts- 
man, the mechanic, furnishing ideas of practical use in the 
several branches of their pursuits. By means of this new 
room we are enabled to make available to the use of the public 
one of the most useful and attractive departments of the Li- 
brary. 
The LIBRARY and the SCHOOLS. 

This commission takesa deep interest in the Public Schools, 
holding the view that the Public Library is an agency equally 
with them in the education of the people. We have continu- . 
ed to supply books for special school use. Early in the year 


_ we met with a considerable loss in the destruction by fire of 
_ the High School building and the books loaned 'to the Board 


t 


of Education for that school. In view of the extraordinary 
demand on the funds of your Board occasioned by that fire 


-and the necessity for fitting up a temporary High School, 


this Commission waived the claim for re-imbursement for this 


; loss, and has been and still is ready to supply the needs of 


the schools, so far as it can. 
BRANCH LIBRARIES. . 
During my visit in Chicago last summer I was favorably 


impressed with what I saw in connection with the system of 


branch libraries, or delivery stations, in use in that city. I 
have no hesitancy in commending the system as there man- 
aged. There are 36 such branches in that expansive city, but 
probably eight would fully answer our requirements at pres- 


ent. The plan was explained to me by Mr. F. H. Hild, the 
eourteous librarian. Select in a convenient location some 
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candy, book or drug store, the proprietor of which, in 
view of drawing customers to his shop and the small compen- 
sation, would gladly furnish bonds and act as sub-librarian. 
Cards are issued under the same regulations as at the main ~ 
library; blanks and catalogues are at hand. The applicant for 
a book makes out his slip and leaves it at the branch. These 
slips are gathered up at the branches and sent to the main - 
library where assistants select the books and place them 
in boxes marked with the proper number by which .each 
sub-library is known. The return of books is effected in like 
manner, all through an expressman specially employed for 
the purpose. 

The person in charge of the branch gets $2.00 per hun- 
dred for the books handled, up to 1,000 books per month, and 
above that number $1.00 per hundred. I believe the mini- 
mum pay is $10, per month. This simple and inexpensive 
‘system brings the advantages of the Public Library close to 
the door of every citizen. ‘I earnestly advocate the establish- 
ment of such branches in this city where needed. 

BOOKS in FOREIGN LANGUAGES. 

Our Library contains'a number of very well selected 
books in foreign languages, of which the German, French, 
Polish may be named in the order of their importance. The 


considerable use of those in German inclines us to add to that o 


department from time to.time the best and newest books. 
The small number of readers in other languages does not 
seem to justify increased expenditures in their direction. 
This matter has had my personal attention,which is my justi- 
fication for mentioning it in this connection. 
COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS. 
The system has prevailed for many years with this Com- 
mission of selecting assistants for the Library staff from can- 


didates who have passed a public examination. This has 
been found to bea great help in the impartial selection ofem- _ 
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ployes and has given us those of a better quality than the old 
hit-or-miss method. The latest of such examinations held 
Jan. 2, 1894, brought out 45 candidates, from whom six have 
been selected for trial in the Library. ° 
IN CONCLUSION, 

Permit me to say that the Public Library, no less than 
the Public school, isan important educational factor. When 


the child grows to manhood and passes beyond the school into - 


the activities of life, he is still a pupil of the library. The 
aim and purpose of our two boards, the Board of Education 
and the Board of Library Commissioners, are one—the ad- 
vancement of the intelligence of the community we serve. 
The unity of aim and purpose, therefore bespeak, mutual cordi- 
ality, sympathy and counsel. 
Respectfully submitted, 
MAGNUS BUTZEL, 
President. 


- January Ist to July Ist. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 


To the Commissioners of the Public Library: 

In compliance with the rules, I submit a statement of the 
receipts and disbursements of library moneys during the cal- 
ender year 1893. Looking forward to the building and 
equipment of the main library building which will be neces- 
sary in a short time, the Commissioners have determined to 
economize as far as possible, and to set aside from time to time 
such portion of their income as can be spared, to the es- 
tablishment of a “New Library Building Fund”. 

It should be understood that the fiscal year of the Li- 
brary Commission ends December 31st, while that of the city 
of Detroit ends June 30th. The balance on hand, there- 
fore, constitutes the working funds of the Commission from 


RECEIPTS, 1893. 


Balance on hand Jan. Ist.-____- eS Se eh ee eee eae $54,706 30 
Orb ye Taxes, 18S kee eae Saree ghee $31,630 34 yo 
BA SE GOO i Cre ia AS) Oe ate tae 1,755 98 
re ord TBC: LAOS! Me pee eo eee ane 423 22 
—— 33,809 54 
Co. Treasurer, fines and penalties._..._.________ wets ey dln te See 11,567 87 
Toterest/ on depositss =... sa, oe ae ee ee - 2,097 54 
BUA OPA TY SEMOS dn tees ay Se! eA Ea en ee eae eae 1,029 30 
Sales-of -catalogues.o5 2p js Pe eee hae ee eed ee 88 15 
Fox lost bOOkS.t 2554.38 die Wee Sen ee eae ee ~--93 41 
From miscellaneous sources. ....________ Betray sans Mae ee 1133) 
‘Total Recéiptsy: se) o> yee 2 eee 103,408 44 


~ ae 
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DISBURSEMENTS, 1893. he 

Paid <or books and pamphitts.2/..0 2. 8 2 eee $18,208 38 
Pie DOLLOCICASUDSCr pulONS. 2222) ae Ss 1,759 13 
oe on DIndINe and Trepainet bOOKS, -.2s02. 1.2. ee 22 \ + 8,866; 20 
Bedi Satan tek e wait Lae Cie Sk Pg 1,547 38 
fees MICs 25) Se et ee eee Sy Se et ee en a 788 87 
in SUA LONery Ane DlaMkssnn ee Gene eee ym cy oi a= 543 14 
emerer ADO HNC. Sip Mesascs so. eee he ie Te a pe AY ae See 761 58 
pM TOS GAS Cla. ah Yon ee tes aos fue See 2 ory 125 40 
ee FPCIGNb ARO EXPTEss.on Love ore? CNG Sa EE: 197 57 
* “* repairs to building and grounds.__-._____.--.--- 2,697 47 
eee MLAS UPA MCC ype oe wt hee PS ee 441 96 
Po Re apm ISCellan COUSse aa se a oak ee See epee 107 95 
“ “ printing and binding catalogues.__.-..-..------ 855 40 
Beug all GOr SOryiCOies 20> seh See Pe) i be 1,943 00 
“¢’*¢ salaries librarian and assistants. _.___-_---_-.--- 15,330 79 
“ * fitting up reference reading room -_--.--------- 10,822 07 
Se LULC\LOL Same). nett eee pee oes sg, Dt eOh tae 


‘Amount transferred to New Library Building Fund, 


by order of the Commission. -.-------------- -- 15,000 00 

PA ich ae a aps are et 2 ae ee th 76,715 01 

Balance Dec. 31st 1893, in General Fund. ----------------- 26,688 43 

ne ‘¢ in New Library Bdg. Fund:------ 15,000 00 
HERBERT BOWEN, 

Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


To the Commissioners of the Public Library: 

GENTLEMEN:—Herewith I submit my report for the year 
1893, showing the work of the Library during the year, as 
well as its growth, and statistical information of various mat- 
ters relating thereto. ~ 

The most important event of the year was the opening, 
about Nov. Ist, of the new reading room on the second floor 
of the rear extension. This portion of the building had hither- 
‘to been occupied by the museum of the Detroit Scientific 
Association. But the necessity for its use for library pur- 


M 
hit smo 


poses proper had become imperative. Accordingly,in March — 


the Association removed its property and the room was im- 
mediately given over to the builders for remodeling. It was 
necessary to tear down brick division walls, change the stair- 
ways, cut an opening into the main library, and rebuild the 
entire ceiling, which was badly settled and broken. The 


B 


‘ 
F 


weight of the roof had proved too great a strain upon the tim- 
bers, which had given way and were in a dangerous condition. . V 


The work turned out to be more extensive and expensive 
‘than had been expected and consumed the entire summer. 
The book stacks, which furnish acommodation for about 
20,000 volumes, are two stories high, the upper story being ac- 
cessible by means ofa lightiron gallery. The room is abund- 
antly lighted both naturally and artificially. It is provided 


with numerous tables and chairs, many of them in quiet al- 


coves where students may work to the best advantage Thom 
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are no railings nor screens to separate the public from the 
books, but all the cases are open and readers may help them- 
selves at their pleasure. The room opens directly into the 
- second gallery of the main building, so that any book in the 
library is readily procured when wanted by any reader. The 
arrangement and general appearance of the room have been 
highly praised by visitors, and students engaged in the inves- 
tigation of subjects have found it admirably suited to their 
purpose. 


Already a daily average of 200 to 300 persons make use 
of the room, and on Sunday the attendance falls little short 
of that on other days. The popularity of this excellent pro- 
vision for the use of the Library in a way to best serve those 
who visit it for an earnest purpose will increase as it becomes 
more widely known. Other rooms of a similar character in 
which special classes of books may be arranged, such as fine - 
arts, architecture, medicine, etc., will undoubtedly be demand- 
ed in the not distant future. In fact,a proposition was made 
not long since to turn over to us a medical library of con- 
siderable size and value, provided a room should be set apart 
for it and its readers. There is no possibility now of offering 
such a room, but when the building is enlarged, as we hope 
- it will be before many years, all these considerations must. 
be kept in view. 

CO-OPERATION WITH THE SCHOOLS. 

The plan heretofore in vogue has been carried on through 
the year. In the High School, by the destruction of the 
building by fire in January, 1893, the Library lost 1425 vol- 
umes. Of the entire number supplied only 118 were saved. 
Tf the fire had occurred at any other time than during a va- 
- cation a much larger proportion would -have been out of the 
building at the time, The Library has replaced the books 
thus lost but has made no other purchases on account of the 
schools. In the grammar grades there is a call for more 
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books, since the increase of schools and pupils has lessened 
the number of books per capita. I think there might properly 
_ be additions to their lists, especially so, since the schools 
serve to certain extent as library stations for the remote parts 
of the city. Many families get their reading from the Li- — 
brary through their children in the public schools. This | 
fact is kept in view in making the distribution. Relatively 

more books are assigned to the schools than to those which 


are central. 
CATALOGUES. 


The usual annual bulletin was brought out early in the 
year. Four of these have been issued since the general cata- 
logue was published. These have now been consolidated in 
a single alphabet, and what would ordinarily have been’ the ~ 
fifth bulletin will be the first supplement tothe general cata- 

logue, and comprise a volume of about equal size. It is near- 
" ly ready for the printer. 


* 
During the year an addition was made of nearly 500 vol- — 
umes in the Polish language, and a new finding list was is- — 
sued. 


guage were printed some seven or eight years ago. In the 
meantime many changes have taken place in the books of the 
Library in both those departments, New catalogues are ~ 
therefore in course of preparation, to be issued during the ; 
coming year. In these departments, as the present cata- . 
logues were issued before the new system of classification and ] 
: 
; 
2 


§ 

AL 

The catalogues of fiction and books in the German lan- — 
4 


numbering was adopted, the old numbering has been retain- — 
ed to the present time. Preliminary to thé publication of 
new catalogues the arrangement and numbering of the books 
are being made to conform to the system in use in other parts 
of the Library. ) 


The second edition of Good Books for Young People 
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having become exhausted, a third edition is preparing and 
will shortly be issued. 
BOOK PURCHASES. 

During the past year more than the usual amount of 
money has been expended on the purchase of books. On ac- 
count of the improved facilities for the examination and study 
of books of a high class, there have been larger expenditures 
in that direction. Illustrated books in the fine arts class and 
especially intended to exhibit the history and development of 
architecture, archaeology, painting, engraving, book-making, 
have been added. _ Besides these are some fine works exhibit_ 
ing the advancement in the arts of decoration, exterior and 
interior, in carving in stone and wood, in embroidery and 
weaving of fabrics, in porcelain, glass and metal work, and 
in many similar directions, in which lines the Library had 
previously next to nothing. Great care has been used in the’ 
selection of these works to secure those of a high character 
and which would prove most interesting and helpful to those 
who wish to study the subjects they cover. Works of this 
class are usually too costly to be owned by individuals to any 
ereat extent, and the Public Library is the place where, un- 
der proper restrictions, they should be found open to the use 


- of all persons. 


While giving more attention than usual to books of this 
character, the general field of literature has not been neglect- 
ed. itis the aim of the Library to keep up with the times 
in all departments of reading and study, and worthy new pub- 


 lications are placed on the shelves as soon as we can discover 


rs =. or: 


and procure them. The purpose hitherto kept in view is to 
make a useful, all-around library, which will meet the wants 


of the general public. Whether it shall be thought a wise 


policy to adopt some specialty and buy in that direction from 
time to tinie, as means and opportunity present themselves, 
is still an open question. 
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BINDING. 

The Library bindery, which is mainly a repair shop, was 
operated throughout the year, as heretofore, with a man in 
charge and a girl for sewing. The work turned out consist- 
ed\of 3835 books repaired, 1897 resewed and 386 -rebound. 
Beside this, there was considerable work done in preparation 
of books for the shelves, such as pasting labels, etc, for which 
no definite figures can be given. The work’done by contract 
in outside binderies consisted of the binding of 4897 books, 
at a cost of $2961.20. The large number of fine art books 
bound in first-class manner raisedsthe average cost per vol- 
ume somewhat above that of former years. 

STATISTICS. 

The usual statistics are herewith given, showing varic’ 
matters of interest in coainection with the growth and use of 
the Library. The iumwer of card holders has increased 2231. 


Following shows the number of cards issued in each of the 
& 
ye: named: 


Library cards issued in 1889. 83 644 
s as 1890. 5 249 
yi a 1891. 5 433 
ws vg 1892. 4 959 
+ 2 1893. 5 585. 
Total outstanding cards. 24 870 
BOOK ACCESSIONS. 
No. books in the Library Jan. 1, 1893. 115 661 
Added since by purchase. __-___. __- 9 891 
a ye Cl, 2094 eae -1 009 
eC cs incingn ae ee = 420 
T1327 
Sh otal Sa ae ee eee 126 988 
Withdrawn, destroyed by fire. .___- L 425 
SEs.) SA WVORTUOU Ge poke Se epee ens 1 535 . 
iy OSGi fe ha ee a ah 15 
ye sold and exchanged.-- 105 
3 160 : 
No. books December 31, 1893_.._.___- 123 828 


peta. REN wet 


> Ripa erage. 


eS ee te ee ee 
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Of the 1630 books lost and worn out, all but 102 were fic- 
tion. Of the lost, all but three were paid for. 
aah USE OF BOOKs. 
The Library was open 308 days for the drawing of books 
for home reading and every day for consultation of books in 
the building. 


No. books drawn out for home reading. ___._- -344 473 

* consulted in the Library...._...2__- 131 842 

Total use of books in 1893._.___.=__-_ 476 315 

“S gu LS OR ee oat & 438 851 

TEPC ASSET ISOS ey enn Oe PS 35 464 
No. books used in 1893 ___.____ 476 315 
periodicals PONSA etka, 2) 163 591 
Total Wise TOsss = _ S22 seers 639 6 

ct L809 Fe tie ee DOOLE 

Increase in 1898, _._..__--- 49 633 


iS 


The daily circulation of books drawn for home ~ suing 
is shown in the following table: 


1892. 1893. 
No. Total Average No. _ Total Average 
Months. Days. | Circulation |per Day.|| Days. ,| Circulation. |per Day. 
: 25 28 975 | 1 159 ||, 25 29 877 | 1 195 
Sern. an 25 30 207 | 1 292 24 $610. 4/807 
Nrarch! eee a) ed 31 405 | 1 163 Der 33 653 | 1 246 
Marite, she 26 27 693 | 1 065 25 29 954 | 1 198 
“64 oe eae 26 24 920 959 27 25 076 928 
ie eee 26 21 523 828 26 21 562 829. 
aly oto. eee 25 21 666 866 || 25 | 23 394 936 
August ...----| 27 23 912 886 27 26 159 969 
September .._.| 26 25 431 978 26 30 989 | 1 192 
October_.._._- eG 26 126 | 1 005 26 30 435 | 1 170 
November FNS, 25 28 165 It 27 25 31 521 1 260 
December.....| 26 25 T7715 991 25 30 243 | 1 210 


Totals-<-. 310 | 315 888 | 1019 |' 308 (344473 | 1 118 


i 
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Following shows the character of the books drawn out 


for home reading during the past two years: 


1892. 
per cent. 
ELIS GORY, «BIOS TAL Yc rel Vie line ae eee ee eee 8.49 
fiiteratire; Poetry, Dranid.ces te Oe 4.21 
Science and Avis. tess SSS See eee eee 4.15 
LelierOn and: PHOS Op lyee se ee ae ee ee ees ene 1,55 
SOCIOLOGY site Lae a mete ens 7 eee: Tee ie epin ore te 1.00 
CGLOMM oe abe Gs 2 "rk ee ie ee te ea -. 58.08 
jouvenied:. cece Sees dade Ae? Lok glee ee 16.62 
GET TA hs PR aes te ED 8 RE caer OR aes he ee 4.42 - 
PRIETO case Seer eRe Gi ee 2 ea aes Bee NL cee .86 
Poles eeee te ahr Pa Re To nete! eee! hes 52 
NiscellanGouss: “eit tac. See ee «ee Sete eee en Ry a 10 


All which is respectfully submitted, 
H. M. UTLEY, 


1893, 
pere t. 
8,92 
4.21 
4.25 
1.65 
1.16 
57.69 
16.24 
4.50 


Librarian. 


No. Volumes at Library Read’g 
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Wear.” ; end of Year, 
io Fie eo 8,864 
AG 10,509 
Se ae 15,020 
LR aa oe ane ae __ 16,620 
1869.____- ath one 17,586 
PSOne eee reco e AeA. 18,717 
iS ae ja 24,161 
a ee Bg pe 6 
i ee _- 22,882 
[Vind Die Sle aA eee 24,176 
“ie 24,903 
De Seer een 33,604 
emer et. eavaiei0s 
Site eee era 39,045 
UO. Nee 40,358 
BESO ees ow. aes 40,496 
CO aS Se 49418 
AROSE ele 50,605 
Pee teed he 53,621 
USSD Dy ees _. 56,668 
Beemer AL ss ie) 59,653 
See a en ees 70,550 
es TM ek Pos 80,167 
Pe eken of ae bona sk _. 85,622 
MESO feos Pee 91,693 
fc ee ee 101,350 
1 er ep een 108,720 
MSOF. o.oo pte | 115,661 


123,828 


during Year. 


“SS ety 


10,432 
13,314 
11,722 
"15,481 
19,699 
"22,245 
23, 964 
44,416 
64,060 
81,420 
122,963 
131,842 


Home Reading 
during year. 


98,000 
115,000 
145,000 
148,000 
148,000 
150,000 
184,200 
185,509 
113,585 
116,932 
102,610 
114,960 
126,376 
134,068 
147,616 
181,921 
206,437 
219,668 


"298,817 — 
274,060. - 


315,888 
344,473 


Total Use 
during Year. 
4,700 
15,000 
30,000 
35,000 
40,000 
40,000 
52,800 
107,200 
125,100 
155,200 
159,000 
159,500 
162,000 
199,200 
200,500 
125,585 
128,932 
113,042 
128,274 
138,098 
149,549 
167,285 
204,166 
240,401 
264,084 
292,877 
355,480 
438,851 
476,315 
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Following are the names of donors to the Library during 


the year with the number of volumes and pamphlets given by 
each: 


\ Vol Pamph. ; 
Aeuilar Wree-Libtary. N.Y s0 bose. > sae eee eee me: 1 | 
PUDION: (College tates Mie eet ore iN AS. Se aoe ed ea eee 1 ‘ 
American Anti-vivisection Society... -------.---~-2 a 1 
AUS rst COvege, Hie! Ati Mae nN aaa) oe Pee a au Uae 1g 
PIZOUS WDIVeISILYy ee Lae eee eee Hel ee eee eer 1 @ 
Army.of the, Denhessee o_o. ac Pa) 2 eee ete ae ‘t ; 
PAS ton MGUDUEITY, Wig Nic ated ete oe eee een ee ee - Le 
Baines, Chas., Detroit... ____- pe See RES a 1 = : 
Balch, B. Si, Philadelphia.cgi a! bo oar sp eee, 1 oi 
Bay City. Pwhlicibibrarys a2). 22=22-0 == MH coth etal Seed SAE 1: ] 
BL Claris, | Nise Y saat te Seka ane ees nN fee aren ks ee 3 or 
Rostom: Children’s. Hospitiak <leseae aacah. eee ee ee 1 1am 
‘* Health Department... .- VE oe ene» Se Ths 1 4 . 
oe OPubhcaitoraryasese oan ee ee er gnee renin oe 204 
sua, -Leecord Commissioners. saece = a eee 1 “id 
powdoin Colleges si 2< ts 0 te eee ee epee ee we 3) 4 
Brazilian Commission, Chicago._._.--.._-...=---.----- ot 24 
Bronson Library, Waterbury, Conn.__------.._- BP LAN 2 : 
Brookline Public Library. _--- Pease ee Oe re BE TT eae 3 = Loa 
Brooklyn Library. 2.050 eee So te ee ee bi 2 
ty Union for Christian Work... -2_-_.2 20.0222. nes 1 
iBrymmner, D, Ottawar Canadalss) eae she base eee ne 1 3X 
Buffalo Charity Soclety; 28. svcek tes te BN eon ee =e 1 
oy Enistorical Societys 2. ss eeck soe ee = 1 
3 Tiibraryt eet So yous oh a I eee ee la 
California. Labor Bureau. {oe ke he eee Shay ete ee 
4 Fish; Commission: 274-24. e boa eee 1 snl 
" Mining Bureau._._...._....-- en 22 oct eea ee Oe a! es 
Rs 


APPENDIX, 

California State Library................ ‘3 

i MUEINOT STL Yon nes ow exe Seu ae sgh we bev ear Wee yt tat 

Canada’ Geological Survey... .2c2 i Sg a 3 

Carcit,-Vales,.Public Aibraty. sou ai. ae 

Carnegie Free Library, Allegheny City. -...2._-...___.- es 

mecarpenter, Mrs: ti. Detroitst: si) iro se eo. hs Se 47 

Chicago Board of Trade. ______- Cee ew ee Ss eee eee 1 

patey OLUVZOL nace enone at cade Bore 28 SER culms | alg SS 1 

. Reateeks HOU Ga lO TAT Ver ele teeth ts ee ere hoy SPER Ae, 

Chm A. Lee DELROLE, 212 x oes ern oar ee 3 

Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce. __.__._._-___-2__-_- 1 

gu Mereana til escai Dranyeee ne oe eens Une fig tee 

A UENO) UCIS Ballo) R ype eaenaee- OE Reine Beewe en) G 1 

@ival Service Reform: Leaguere 22 oe -bek a tee 3 

Clarke, Robt, & Cov, Cincinnati... 22420 Foe 1 

lark, O.0C. eviarletta, Gass soles Ae = ea eas pe 

leveling. Puplicy Edirary.sers a) ele ob Yo kor Poe rick 

@ollinsel. QO.) Los Angeles 2.02 pot ta a 1 

Re cmp raLC ONE Resa tons Ee et aS Se Ne > er ohare! 

, Conely, E. F., IERIE OR eae cal ee ea BENT Ue 5 

Connecticut Board of Health.../....._.-.-.--..---- wrest 

. Ela DOL ASU A Use be NE eR ACAI es OE 3 

@ouner, ev. DP. Ms, Detroitges. to. 522s) 22s ke en 

CGO Hel = Wil VETSILY 722 25 Ses 5 SEL ewe ee) Soy Bas) 9s gr, 

Bereich. Kh. IN. London. 2-2. --2-- 2.32 523 OS ET SN ee od 1 

Pamiesnkite teu COS... Debroil.ce ses = we sea 1 

Mion wblic Labrary.. ss o- eiee as SUE SRE ee Ae ooh 

Deacon, Edward, Bridgeport, Cony: .-. 5-22 s2Se2ee454 A 

Denver Public Library. --.--------- ea tans ceieree many un 

WOS LATIN MUL VETSLYs 2250 = See OT ee yy St a eas in 

DereeVSuel. da, Wen Veseeceee aa eA Sa eae Ten. es 

Detroit: Board of Edueation. 220-2!) /f 22-22 8.2.22 ee it 

‘i Chamberot Commence: --s245"-- 22s eyes he 

Chee MMU CUNT: ORAM the cite nee et te ee el it cee a 

Drexel Institute, Philadeiphia.....-.--------+--.-+-- eae 

Edwards, Rev. Tryon, Detroit. --.---..--------=-------- 8 

Bridge, 1.,-BOston wp Sanbe one Ae wth paifead ee 

Mislizabeth, N. J:, Publlic Library. 20 _.-2->.2.-2----.+ 3) 

Bree Mott. Re AR... Detrolt.2- tesa ee) Fag oS Me Se aa 

‘Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore.....-._-- iis Saag eto 
ta 

Bia 
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Vol 
Hissex Institute): Salein. cs 2+ ss2-4e= Sine sak renee eee wate 
Meld. oS.d.." can: HrancistO: 2 eee ee eee ef | 
Fletcher Free Library, Burlington, Vt.-------------- se 
Hord:<H.cA®, (Detroiteauke eA eee See a een ee 2 
Friends’ Free Library, Germantown, Pa. -------------- as 
Gammon Theological Seminary, Atlanta. .----------- pate 
Gibbes, diniily, O. 0 NY ene eee bee) eee = 
Gloversville, N.vY 4 Breediibraryesase = bee ee at: 
GrandgentsC.wHe Cambridge. 22525. 2. ae earn eee 3 
SETAC RADICS AGIUN OL. a0cGe am hy eae See ene a aa ae | 
eS ‘f Public Library ss= se sate. eee 1 
Great Britain, Commissioner of Patents.____.___--_--- 72 
ie Ni Columbian Commissioners. --------.--- 1 
Great Yarmouth, Eng., Public Library. -----------.--- a 
(Treen S.AGy BOStON. a2 $529 Ss = ae ae ee ee go Bes 
Gretisel 708) sDenrolt; 2225: eee se ees tS ae Bie eh 
ACRVL UH Ace ELS, MC ULON Gs = ae eee mene heres tee eae =piyeic 
Guille-Alles Library, Guernsey... _-. 4-2-2204. ue 1 


Hamilton, Ont., Public Library 
‘Handsworth Public Library, West Bromwick. -- 
Eardingam, iG. TMs, Huon Ones tee see ns eee vt 
Eartiord deibrary=]s: sos see ey 4 no aa yee a eee 
Harvard University 


iG ae 2 ee eee ntl 
Hoboken pb érnyy Com paniyess oe See ee 2 ote we 
Hoe PUTO, Nia eels es ee ee ee eres es Ee 
Wlinois-Board of Charities! 92020 20 Goes oe se anys 9 
se Labor Bured Us «422 os. = 44 hee meres aekneeen omen 1 
Indian Rights Association, Philadelphia... ___-___- Ce! 
indiana, Labor: Bureaucies. 17a oS eee ¢ 
Indianapolis Public Library_-___- eo eet Sek Ne Sap yy 
Iowa Grand Masonic Dodge.._-_. 2222.12.25. Lee 3 
wi. (Historical Societiye ¢ - 6 ss taue. . 2a ee aetna ay 

SS wuaten Tal brary 2h. Meee 2. be ua) ee eee ens peal, 
pr unumiversity. 2c. 24d sik fg FIs ee gies pence ae 
Jamaica Commissioners, Chicago._.__._._._____-__. Rahat 


Jersey City Public Library 
Johns Hopkins University 22 esse) ss Oak eee oe 
Jones, Chas. H, Augusta, Ga eS 
Kansas Academy of Sciences. 2.5 sees =e ee 1 
‘* Board of Agriculture. _.__. 


Pamph. 
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; ; Vol. Pamph. 

Kansas Historical Society 
MAMMA AC UN on Via Bote ce yy kk Pe eg Ty c 


es tee Ye eee.) et See il Rely abt 5 
BINS reigns OLTON RE ater = AUS oe 2 ht ae Bee =e 1 
mawrence, Mass... Public Library. oot. i a Oa ee 4 
eOMard.. Ca Hr DebToltaw aso an kat ne eas a Wee B2e 1 
Pnallipridee, WAM 3: Detroit. ico 225 st Pe Se 9 oe! 
accleield,.Geo. bs Bostonsss ees eee: oe oes 5 ao 
Los Angeles Public Library... _.___-- Or S's bE Seeteyh 8: 3 
RET DMOLG Lar ye. tee eae So Rete WT 2k SMA i! 
MeCracken,'S: Ba Detroit. sd aie oink Sed Sy 1 
See ohillar, Jas., Detroit. so0 0) Cis Se et 10S am 
MeN OnIGeS WE bnarye. INYco ces nk Osan iia Sete Vere 
Manchester, Eng., Public Library Af See = a Ar Soe tT cS 1 
Manchester. Nhe Public Library, 2.82202 255 AY 1 
Mem eltoM.  DEbTOI. cc hat bts eo Sek estes 174 22 
Massachusetts; Commonwealth of.___.__._.-._____--- 2 re 
a Institarbe-of Technolory. =. 222 = 1 2 

os Railroad Commisioners...--.-—-.._..2 1 oe 

iS States Wibrar yaw ste wee Deer A ane = 
Miechamics? Association. Ne Yowos os te oe reread stay 
mviexican Gentral-Raibwayro. = 2 62 J322 shout, es as 1 ae 
Micwican Acricultural, College:s. 2222522 Ye Nee 12 
ne Board 4of Charitiesie-c" > 6 eee ee ae nS 

a Geolonicals Surveyors ees: se sous Se Sh ae eer a it 

oa FMISTORICAEMSOCIE DY 4 = 422 eae i ee I Bo 14 

we TPAOO Rs AUNE AU: tat peat Be ce et eek PA ee: 1 pa 

tf Mining (Sch ooleae as ise cae sae ye, TeoRy ae AS 2 

PO MCEN OFTIAL SCHOO] esa sett: wee et Bee mh 

=f Secretary Oto tate see ens Po. Le ss See ee ESS - 4 ae 

oem idter Library. Seas. (ned oat 5 ee ES 7 12 

Cia Sh naatacea OLE OO ri Meee tk Sas a it 

) Win VErsitwe ss st ess 2S Os, SS See be = iad 
Milwaukee Public Library ------ ae eRe, uae os Hohe © ae 6 
Minneapolis Public lurbrary esa" 2222 oles) oo aera 8 
Minnesota, Dept. of Public Instruction_--..---------- Le 1 
fer Ls Wi, WeLTOle yon s Gs eee es pe ye 8 Ae 1 
Moncrief,.J. W., Franklin, Ind.~---.------- prapeeetes Sra oun ag 1 
me avtonroe; W.'S:, Palo, Alto,: Cal.c: 5-2-7222. ee =e 1 he 
P mental We Colby Us. Chicagous filo. ate eos Seo 22 ols 2 
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Nebraska Historical Society 
Newark Public Li brary 
New Bedford Board of Trade__--=-- Rey eee com et: 

a Public Library 
Newburgh, N. Y., City Library 
New Haven Public Library 
New Jersey Adjutant General 

“e Industrial School for Girls ___------_-- 
Labor Bureau‘.:-__- SC reeB ie oe oh ee ce 
Prison Board 
State Library 
New South Wales Government Board 
New lon ree ai branyse 2.6 se2 see ee 
New York Civil Service Commission 

es Forest Commission 
Labor Bureau 
Statevbibraryis sie Soe eee ee eee 
University -_- . , 


66 
66 


66 


ia 


6é 
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_New York Free Circulating Library 
ee Mercantile wb brarye== — 25 sas hoe pee 

Y. M. C. A. Library 
‘OberlingColletes Serle aie Ns San oe te es ae ge 


Ohio Historical Society 
oe 


be 


Meteorological Bureau___-__--.___-- . 
Omaha Public ibrary.. oss eS ee Te 
Osterhout Library, Wilkesbarre 
Parvin, T. S-, Grand Bapids, Ia 
Paterson Public Library___....-_.____- 
Pattengill, H. R, Lansing 
Pennsylvania University 
Peoria, Public Librarys:- oi fk ea ee ade pe 
Philadelphia, Apprentices’ Library 
st City Institute 


oe 


Me Times 


Plymouth, Eng., Public Library............. ie 


Pratt Institute, Brooklyn 


Ore ae Mabe aya eS St le x ae ee 
Sa el iat a tare ees las Ce Sy Se 
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Reynolds Library, Rochester.._.. 02-222... 22-222. ie 
Peeve. Fh Nay Muskegon i.e iy. Pure 2 ie. nha 
Riverside, Cal., Public Library. -_______ ebb e eee h aie Su 
Up MEOMe A> He NTN. eh geet Mek tise, tote a2 ont Ot 1 
Rosengarten, J..G., Philadelphia.<{/-2 022. 242 eres 
mov, Protap Chundra; "Calcutta. 201. os. Sek 1 
ora mockehy of Canada, gb oe hc ieee ee 1 
SEvJoseph, Mo... Public: library..222 0%... sooth eas ahs 
Steiouis, Mercantilevhibrarye s 28s. loger sit oe ADs oe 
sf PabLicebiprany sae ae eh Se Babee Sd EP. 
St. Paul Public Library. -...-1-_>_1- oops he Tore Oe Bes a 
Salem LOG! Tibraryse ue @ fopaes of ao a Layee ay te NS 1 
. an Francisco Mechanics Institute._......___-..:_- ey, 
ee ay Mercantiletinibranyes 2! 2) a2 OA = 
Gram OOnne WOLLG La Dian yas each tok) cl hes 1 
Semone. b..A) PUniontawir Pass. cleo ss ed 1 
MEAUDLESE WONG Esl brat yevesu = Seb un yeess Cy he eke Le ee Ae 
miowx City Phblic Libfaty.<. 2).2 se. 22 bok feos A 
SMSO me TNS CLOT ON a2 SOS ee we eS ke EN Suet Rie 16 
= Southern Calif, Bureau of: Information--....--:----. 2 
MOMUNETIN MISLOMCAl I SOCLEDY souk sale ate eg Se 
ES opringtield, Mass... City Library .22-.2-.-.-2 2.<.-4.252 Ee 
Stearns, Hred’k,. Detroit. -. 222-2222 ee ees ee Oh 102 
SHonInes Ie LS etroiiesso 2.5. Sie et eae ERs SR to ni 
Stevens, B. F., London------- SP ae Syd a ere 2 
SOC an Oy Willig WCbLOLUS ea sew ehe Sak ee SS 1 
Memornses Club, Ciiicago as. 5.46.58 b ees ee ak te 0 
MemEOD Gl BOSbONG: ockecpcne oes tee 
PUAcomMasAcCademy, Of SclenGe:y 222 +) tye eae ode ox 
_ Tennesee Board of Health------ rie SiO Cue nad tet a Ps 
Bere) Hie: Hire OP OVA CNC Gaeta Boets 2 N e  eee  e 1 
Slokio. Japan, Publie Dibrary 22022. 02 acse4 Bett Fe 
Tomlinson, Frances, Council. Bluffs----+-.------------ Pd 
Mononto Public qibraryecs. s: asl <2 = Seem ee eae ee 
U.S. Bureau of American Republics---------- Ee es ae 19 
es CE Ma UGA T LIers ts) 1 TaMe OF gmk a Peek an ae ee eae 7 
; eee Marine Hospital. Service: 2. s--- 24528. ---. -- 
6 Bu PALMS ee ae ee aoe see See ee se 5 
y 86 “¢ SteamleNavicaviOmges: satan ea se ese. ae 3 
‘ M Civil Service Commission-.-.-»-------------- MA 
f 
3 : 
a ; 
* ch ict : 
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U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey -2--2212-2122-2-2- abe 
ce WepartimMent: OL AS TIGULn Ine 2 am. eee eee 4 

te ee Titerton. 5 Sos eee as nee 142 

A INGINY eet Ee oe oe ee 2 

ps “ Postomice. ge a ia Been eee 

us a Stats a2 Se ay Soe eats 2 eee 20 

’ se TP PEAS UIRY siete ats ek eae 5 

: Wide Se es Se et ae 7 

‘f AOR: 22 Ae ae Sear in ene ne eae eee Se 

Poms a: COMMON SSO Uae oe eet ae ener see ae ee eee are 2) 

Oo GreOlLOMiGAl  SUTVEC Vs = no: = eee See ies ene ee et 2 

“ Tnterstate Commerce Commission aes Boe a ee i 

<* Life Saving Service: s 26 =. 23seee ean So Resear 1 

‘* Supervising Inspector of Steam Boilers. --------- ce 

Se WESC OM CrOMCL all names wee Bee eens re Swe 1 

ren, anion PAGHIG ATMA LIW ayia se, eae oe ee ee ee ae ee il 
IO TO Wks Ca 3 ote A ee ee gaa ce ae 3 
Wiener isla Consul, LDevroit.c. 2.3 Toe eels ies ee ee 
> Vernnowis Urilversttyic ual ak ea Soka Oe il 

Wialker SG le Deon Lt syle tale howe ales Paced ae tele 4 
Walker, J. B, COMGORG, oN dias 2. Seba ee Marne eee 1 
pow gilace,. Davids; Detroitec so. it~. laa ee ons 6 

EVV AUEPROUSESES Gib GaklLiOUIGHes eee a aed io a ee apenas 
Watson, Mrs. §. C., Detroit .__..-.-... aid ahs eee rea 0 
BV VPe TODO Va at NGS WOR Te eo 0 OPT OE A Dae es SE eat ll 
West, Ham, Eng., Public Library. 2. -__.2 ef ee et 8 
Wihidcden,) 1B. wBOStOM MEL. veil 70n aan Meee Penne ig 
SWISS. S. 5) ObrOliue koe Ger eres ae renee ae ER nls 
Winchell, N. H. Minneapolis. ___-- eh eer best PATO: AE yy 
Wisconsin Fish Commission --_... 2. ___- Splat ot Dene oo 
EistoricalsSocievye. | Wea As ees oe 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 
To the Board of Education: 


-GENTLEMEN:—In accordance with the requirements of 
the law, I have the honor to report to your Hon. Body the 
condition of the Public Library for the year ending Decem- 
ber 31st, 1394. “I respectfully refer to the report of the Secre- 
‘tary and that of the Librarian as a part of my own. 

The report of the Secretary exhibits the condition of our - 
finances, the gross receipts and disbursements, together with 
‘the balance in the hands of the Treasurer. The amount now 
atthe disposal of this Commission includes the sum required 
for the next six months for general library purposes and also 
the sum set apart as a sinking fund to be ready for use when 
the time arrives for furnishing the enlarged Library Build- 
‘ing, for which a growing and almost urgent necessity exists. 

The report of the Librarian exhibits a steady increase of 
the use the general public makes of the Library. This in- 
crease is not only noticeable in the number of books drawn for 
home reading, but is especially gratifying when viewing the 
use which is made of library privileges in the Reading and. 
Reference-library rooms. The attractive and convenient 
arrangements of the latter invite the steady attendance 
of earnest readers, who find in the large collection of books 
of reference, Scientific and Technical works, and in the con- 
siderable supply of Art books, an ever failing source of infor- 
mation, and this practical use demonstrates satisfactorily the 
furnishing of this department. 
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I find in the practical use which is made of this depart-_ 
ment where the very best of literature is supplied, an en-— 
couragement to continue to purchase the more costly and 
rare publications whereby this Library should and must gain 
a prominence among kindred institutions of the land and 
continue to be a credit to our city. I also recommend, as — 
far as such can be properly done, the curtailment of the 
acquisition of such works of fiction which serve chiefly the 
imagination.and scarcely an educational purpose. . 


. During the past year, a number of complaints reached | 
the executive officers about the vexatious delay which on 
certain days and hours seemed to tax the patience of those 
who desired_to draw books from the Library. The limited | 
room at disposal to accomodate a growing clientage pleads in 
itself a proper excuse; nevertheless, the employment of extra — 
help has tended to remove much of the cause for complaint. — 
While many frivolous complaints find publicity which by a 
simpler direct report to any officer of the Library would 
bring correction were stich needed, I nevertheless invite the — 
press and public for continued suggestions for improvements — 
in any department of this Library. In this connection I~ 
bear testimony, as in prior reports, to the general good con-— 
duct of all employes of this institution. 

T believe that this Commission enjoys the confidence of 
the entire people of this city, that money appropriated for and _ 
entrusted to the uses of the Library is properly and econom- 
ically used and safely taken cure of. The savings laid by for 
a few years past are destined to help to lessen taxation when 
the time arrives for the use such savings are proposed to serve. — 

In view of this I deem it my duty to enter a protest 
against any, attempt to curtail the income of the Library. ° 
Such an attempt I find in the proposed law reorganizing the - 
' School District of Detroit, as appears to have been intro- 
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uced in the State Legislature by the Hon. Senator W. G. 
‘hompson of this city. I accord the Hon. gentleman a 
10st friendly disposition toward this Commission, but when 
€ proposes to abrogate our own Treasurer and merge the 
ppropriations for Library purposes with the City Treasury, 
e deprives this public institution of a considerable amount 
sually obtained for interest on our deposit from our Treas- 
rer, and the least we can claim, if the proposed law is passed, 
; that an amendment thereto shall secure to this Commission 
1e same rate of interest on its unexpended balances as the 
ity derives for such money from the custodians of its funds. 

At the same time I feel it my duty to declare that the 
roposed innovation cannot serve a good purpose, since the 
irect dealings of this Commission with its own Treasurer 
mplifies business, establishes a perfect control between the 
ity Controller and our financial officers, gives the Library 
1e benefit of domestic and foreign exchange free of charge, 
nd gives those who deal with the Library the benefit of a 
irect bank check instead of the more “red tape” formalities 
f payment through the city officers, and lastly secures to us 
1e prompt and exact interest at the end of each month from 
Treasurer whose bond is ample to guard against loss. 

In course of the past year the presence of disorderly 
ersons around, and in one case of robbery in, the Library 
rompted this Commission to solicit protection from the 
oard of Metropolitan Police. The prompt response to our 
quest by furnishing day and night watches, entitles them 
y our thanks, herewith tendered. 

Respectfully submitted, 
etroit, Jan. 5, 1895. MAGNUS BUTZEL, 
President. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. . 
To the Commissioners of the Public Library: 


In compliance with the Rules, I submit a statement off 
the receipts and disbursements of library moneys during the . 
calendar year 1894, and also the balances in the General Fund 
and in the New Library Building Fund at the close of ing 
year. | 
It should be understood that ae fiscal year of the Li- 
brary Commission ends December 31, while that of the City 
of Detroit ends June 30. The balance in the General Fund, 
therefore, constitutes the working funds of . the Commission | 
for the ensuing six months. | 
GENERAL FUND, 1894. 


RECEIPTS. 
Balance:.0n, hand January 1sti. =a5o eee ee eee $26,688, 43 . 
Orbyi Taxes 804.7 22 ee oa kee, See ao 834, 010,14 | 
Pi USN BOD Ss i a NON re aes 3,766,49 : | 
¢ te? 7 Baek takeses tat gee ten ee 991,52 | 
: —— 38, 768, 15 
Go. Treasurer, Fines and penalti¢s..-2ene 2. 2 ae eee 11,395, 
Intereston. depositgwas tote titcc os are. ee eee ee 1,150, él. 
Library: Pines 4 Jeb. Pet ooh ee eee ee 1 ,102,85 
Salesiof, cabalorues tesa. see 6 ae ee oe ee 98, 05 
BOOKS SOLU ute) ek 52e 8 SRS eI ol deca Se ee ea 29,5 
Nor lost bookSie SS ok Seok eee ace. wane ao eye ee 86,02 
Rebate. onbille seca si2 2. Jee ie id 5 eee er 41,02 
From miscellaneous sources: = 296g os le ee ee 31, 


Total LECEIPUS S22. see Stee i A es ee $79,334, ; 
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GENERAL FUND, 1894. 


EXPENDITURES. 
fOr, bOOks andupamphiets os. 202.) ec A oe ee $13,548, 64 
periodical subscriptions__-___-.._______ Se UR Wee: 1, 234,08 
binding and repair of books-________ Seas eo a bates 5, 118,68 
ME ei hee sa VA ee bees 8 Nb ask gee Sy Se 2445, 07 
| Te el Eos RS Seca mS Lath Se Bein) 29 640,01 
DEMMCIocANG SbaplONery .has scene a tee AR 583,86 
labor’and supplies: ijs.-..2-2_ 2°22 ESE Ghee aap ou 485,70 
POstage =. Stare ys Sea te Nea yer 183,60 
freight and express_______.___- eid ee eae anand Grit, fia 226,15 
TED ATTI NGA UY eCol S  apaes Oee S re iy Aare ro eee oe 655,87 
repairs to building and grounds_._..---_--.--.2.--- 1,806,24 
NITE SULU ETL Cee es mie ane (Pay ais a ae eRe nL 416,45 
NIG CEH ATCO US yeseenee ae mee Sa ee cede wee Soe ey 163,60 
salaries, library service _-__._---- ole eet Bh eee Seger? - 17,069,73 
em JAN tbOmservice: stesso 08 eee eh 1,924,00 
printing and binding catalogues_____-_------------ 3,686, 60 
mount transferred to New Library Building Fund----~--- 15,000, 00 
otaldisbursementssy sss see ages ae $65, 183, 98 


Balance in General Fund December 31 ------------ 14,200,95 


NEW LIBRARY BUILDING FUND, 1894. 


0 
Pe ICCAOUMMANG Sail Wak yal Stcse joe eas ses oe he AE 15,000, 00 
Mee SUMO UNAS 22 oan = h pot Se ee eg? =e pes es «tee 618,75 
Mrappavion tor the year —..2. 2-25-0222 3-5 ge =e 15,000, 00 
faneevon hand Deceniber 31.2202. 4.22 422-220-222 -2L2e2- $30,618, 75 


Respectfully submited, 
HERBERT BOWEN, 


Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


To the Commissioners of the Publie Library: : 

GENTLEMEN:—Herewith I submit my 10th annual report 
as librarian, giving the usual statistics of the library for the 
year 1894. 

There have been no events worthy of special mention in 
the history of the institution during the year. The use of all 
departments has steadily grown. That of the reference de- 
partment in particular shows the remarkable increase of 124! 
per cent. over that of the next preceeding year. This is the: 
result of opening the beautiful and convenient room for the 
special use of those who come to the library to study. This 
showing illustrates the demand for such conveniences and. 
fully justifies the expense which the commission incurred in| 
fitting up the room. At the same time it suggests the neces- 
sity for other like conveniences. 

A great number of children come to the library, and. 
complaint has sometimes been made that they are altogether 
too much in the way of their elders. But, under the rules,, 
their rights are the same as adults, and we cannot lose sight! 
of the fact that it was largely on their account that the lies 
brary was established. A reading room for them is quite de-. 
sirable and if any space can be found in the present building; 
suitable for such purpose I earnestly advocate its preparation., 

If this want cannot be filled, it forms another strong argu- 
ment in favor of enlarging the building. There are 
many other good reasons for such improvement at the earliest 
practicable day, as will be apparent to any person who comes 


LIBRARY COMMISSION REPORT OF 1804. 11 
f 


into the library during any busy hour. The space devoted 
to the circulating department is wholly inadequate for the 
purpose. The difficulty might be partially overcome for the 
time being by the establishment of delivery stations. But 

several would be required, if any, and they are likely to be © 
somewhat expensive. Neither is it certain that they would 
be satisfactory tothe public. Although the subject has been 
agitated to a greater or less extent by the library authorities 

for the past three years, there has never been any evidence 
of a popular demand for such stations. 

Through some minor modifications in the charging sys- 
tem in use, the work has been greatly facilitated, and the 

public are now served more promptly than ever before. 

The plan of exhibiting to the public all new books two 
full days before they are put into circulation has been tried 
with satisfaction. Under this arrangement no new books are 
reserved in advance of their preparation for the shelves. At 
the time when they are announced to be ready they are given 
out to the first persons who apply. This plan seemed to be 
necessary in order to break up an abuse of the system by 
which, under the rule, the deposit of a penny entitled the ap- 
plicant to the reservation of a book, and notice when it is 
ready for delivery. Certain shrewd individuals who watched 
the book announcements and reviews were in the habit every 

_week of handing in ten cents and a list of attractive new 
books. So many of these lists accumulated that an outsider 
‘stood no chance of getting a new book inside of a year, unless 
a large number of copies was bought. After books are once 
in circulation they come under the rule and may be reserved, 
as heretofore. The plan of exhibiting new books also gives 
patrons of the library an opportunity to inspect the new books 
‘and to pass judgement on them thereby, a privilege which 
appears to be highly appreciated. 


| 

: 
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During the year the supplemental general catalog was — 
issued. It makesa very handsome volume of about 900 pages _ 
and seems to be highly appreciated by patrons of the library. 
A new catalog of English prose fiction was also issued early 


in the year. A new catalog of books in the German language ff 


is now in aforward state of preparation. Preliminary to this 
the old books in that language and a considerable list of ac- — 
cessions have been classified and numbered to correspond 
with the system in use in other parts of the library. 

The great increase in the use of books has caused a great 
increase in the cost of rebinding, the bills for which were ~ 
larger than ever before. Thisisinevitable. The whole num- — 
ber of volumes bound and rebound was 6,866 and the number 
repaired was 5,834, while 1,682 were resewed and put back ~ 
into the old covers. All the binding was done by contract in. . 
various binderies in the city, the average cost of the work, of 
all styles and of all sizes of books being about 61 cents per — 
volume. All the resewing and repairing was done in the 
bindery in the library. « 3 

In presenting the statistics of circulation I call attention — 
to the fact that they are of necessity below the actual use. 
Though the books given out for home reading are counted 
from day to day, there are about 4,000 library books at all 
times in the hands of the pupils of the public schools. These | 

are in constant circulation from the school houses and, of — 
course, cannot be counted at the library, except when they ~ 
are sent out from here, about four or five times a year. So 
with the library reading. All the books in the reference room 
are open to the public who help themselves thereto, if they ; 
so desire. Although the room attendants keep track, so far 
as practicable, of the books brought in from the main book — 
room, yet, in the nature of the case, there are many books — 
used of which they have no account. Permits are frequently : 
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iven to persons to go into the galleries. Such persons often 
1ake use of many books, and of these no record can be made. 
have not thought it best to undertake any estimates, as they 
ould be merely wild guesses, but have given here the figures 
arnished me by the library attendants who make a daily 
ecord from actual count. 
The population of the city, according to the census taken 

y the State authorities in June last, was 238,264. 
_ The number of library card holders has increased 2,500 
uring the year. The following shows the number issued in 
ach year named: 


Library cards issued in 1890 5 492 
s ee 1891 5 433 
“i ss 1892 4 959 
s 1893 5 585 
ae e 1894 6 149 
Total outstanding cards. 27 375 
BOOK ACCESSIONS. 
No. of books in the Library Jan. 1, 1894, 123 828 
Added since by purchase, __-_------- 8 282. 
“6 ef Fil page ae se 573. 
8 2 binding periodicals 468. 9 323 
4 Na) iy ee See eae ees 133 151 
Withdrawn, destroyed by fire--_.. 26 
ee condemned, worn out-1 777 
wu LOSts seen sateen ae 85 
oe sold and exchanged--- 71 1 959 
No. of books Jan. 1, 1895, 131 192 
CG 6s 66 1885, 56 668 
Increase in ten years, 74 524 


This is an increase of over ‘131 per cent. 
_ Of the 8 books reported lost during the year, all have been paid 
xr but two and in those cases the matter is in the hands of an attor- 


ey for prosecution. 
Of the 1 862 reported lost and worn out, all but 90 were fiction. 
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USE OF BOOKS. 
The library was open 309 days for the drawing of books for homes 
reading and 364 days for consultation of books in the building. 4 


No. of books drawn out for home reading 374 976 | 
‘© eonsulted in the library 293 281 

Total use of bound books in 1894 668 257. @ 

66 66 66 6 1893 476 31d zi | 

e 

Increase in 1894 191-942 

Total No. books circulated in 1894 668 257 
Unbound periodicals ‘ vu 186 nals) s 
Total use in 1894 854 372 i 
Total use in 1884 128 098 

Thus the use of the library the past year shows an increase off 
more than 518 per cent. over its use ten years ago. Et 
The daily circulation of books drawn for home reading is shown H 

in the following table: f 1 
| 

| 

1893. 1894. | 

& | 4 
No. Total Average || _No. Total ‘Averamel 

Months. Days. |Circulation. | Per Day.|| Days. |Circulation |Per Day.) 
January ___... 25 -| 29877 | 1195|| 26 | 38715 | 1 4808 
February ---- 24 31 610 1 317 24 36 544 1 522% 
March ________ BT) ae3-bo8 1 246 27 36 962 1 3694 
Aprile see OB Bowe ee gos 1 198 25 32 000 1 2806 
May i scacd 27 | 25.076 | 928] 27 | 27 985 | 1 036 
SPRUNG abet oe 26 21 562 829 || 26 | 25 162 | - 9GBe 
PUNY cS e de 25 | 23 304 936 || 25 | 26 229 | 1 080M 
August .__.__- 27 | 26 159 969} 27 | 29 481 | 1 00% 
September____| 26 30 989 1 192 25 29 867 1 1944 
October‘... __.. 26 30 435 1 170 27 29 954 1 1094 
November __._| 25 31 521 1 260. 25 31 749 1 2698 
December-___!_| 25 30 243 1 210 25 30 328 1 21 j 
Total-....|~ 308 344 473 | 1118|| 309 |374 976 | 12m 


ea 
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The following shows the per centage of circulation of the books 
of the several classes: 


CLASS. LIBRARY READING. HOME READING. TOTAL. 
Cyclopedias, 11.80 * 5.65 
Bound Periodicals, 20.15 1.23 10.29 

_ Philosophy, 2.14 74 1.42 
: Religion, Bt ull 1.22 2.18 
Sociology, 3.88 1.26 2.52 
Philology, 3.61 - Mile) 1,82. 
Science, 4, 1.49 2.7 
Useful Arts, 9.8 1.5 5.47 
Fine Arts, 15.43 1.22 8.03 
Literature, 6.34 3. 4.55 
History, 5.93 “3.28 4.47 
Travel, 5.1 2.68 3.84 

/ eee y; 5.18 2.53 3.8 

iction, 2. 72.90 38. 

Books in German, .39 4.86 ee 
French, 45 76 61 

- Polish, 6 1.21 .92 
other lang’s  .09 ae 05 

Ola Sie 5 St 100,00 100,00 100,00 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 
H. M. UTLEY, Librarian. 


REPORT OF THE COLLECTOR. 


Sir: 

, I have the honor to report that during the year 

1894 there has been drawn on regular cards from the Library, 
and retained for fourteen days beyond the time allowed by. 
the Library rules; three hundred and sixty-six books. The 
» slips for these books have been given me for collection and 
of the entire number all have been returned to the Li- 
brary, replaced by new books, or paid for, except two. En- 
closed please find duplicate collection cards of the two miss- 
ing books with remarks showing why they were not also 
paid for or returned. 

Respectfully. 

_ Your Obedient Servant 
To C. EK. HALL, 
_. Mr. Henry M. Utley, Collector. 
. » Supt. Public Library, 
‘, Detroit, Mich. 


No. Volumes at Library Read’g 
during Year. 


APPENDIX A. 


Year end of Year. 
ibe ote eee 8,864 
SOG at ag ess 10,509 
ABORET 54 2e abate 15,020 
LSGS sees. eee 16,620 
LS693 Sie eae 17,586 
STO Asser se arene 18,717 
SH See oo Se 21,161 
Tore see eee oe 22,115 
gute ry 3 ae ats 22,882 
1S 7 dei Se Sowden eS 24,176 
kts ee eee ees 24,903 
DS TGraa? Cenk Oto 33,604 
AT I codes ky Rae 37,703 
SRS Ieee es Ae ee, 39,045 
1 B70, sock, eels 40,358 
TSSOt ne aan ee 40,496 
$GS i Se Nacht 1. Ses 42,413 
B Rate yjo Seeeters cee ke eee 50,605 
SSS te ete eee 53,621 
TREY co fe Bs 56,668 
Toe oats onetal se 59,653 
ESA: bes oat eee 70,550 
TEST Gaede ee 80,167 
1RER 0 NA Galois 85,622 
SS OM tie ee ere rns 91,693 
SONSO0 Sue Be 101,350 
LS 9 Lenk Shes eat 108,720 
OOD. se cioe aane 115,661 
USOR2 Oct. oes 123,828 
T1804 Ce bles 131,192 


11,000 
11,500 
12,000 
15,000 
15,000 
12,000 
12,000 
10,432 
13,314 
11,722 
15,481 
19,699 
22,245 
23,964 
. 44,416 
64,060 
81,420 
122,963 
131,842 
293,281 


Home Reading 


during Year. 


45,600 
98,000 
115,000 


145,000 


e 


148,000 
148,000 
150,000 
184,200 
185,500 
113,585 
116,932 
102,610 
114,960 
126,376 
134,068 
147,616 
181,921 
206,437 
219,668 
228,817 
274,060 
315,888 
344,473 
374,976 


Total Use | 
during Year. * 


- 30,000 


* 155,200 


_ 264,084 


668,257. 


4,700 
15,000 


35,000 
40,000 
40,000 
52,800. | 
107,200 
125,100 


159,000 § 
159,500 | 
162,000 | 
199,200 
200,500 
125,585 
128,932 
113,042 
128,274 
138,098 
149,549 
167,285° 
204,166 
240,401 


ST UAE gc y vss 


pak sista Ak ct dint 


292,877 
355,480 — 
438,851 — 
476,315 


aie 


pies lect 


APPENDIX B. 


Following are the names AG donors to the Taken during 


the year, with the number of volumes and pamphlets given by 


each: 
Vol. Pamph. 


epi. Hew. BOSiOM. 2222520 te Salers Bowen es 


7 
Seen aren Pee Pi Orary; N& Yost ee eee ae Sesion 1 
Meteo nony, carnegie Library. =) 3-28 ee ag 1 
American Bimetalic League, Washington. _-___-___- ae 8 
American Economic Association, Chicago. --_.-_-__- shee i! 
Agmerican Folk lore Society, Boston. _-.---,-...--___-- = 1 
American Forestry Association, Washington. _______- ¥z 1 
American Humanitarian League, Providence. _______- 1 ie 
American Home Missionary Society, N. Y.’______-___- 1 Ae 
American Radiator Company, Chicago. ----=-------- Be rl =e 
American Swedenborgian Publishing Society, Boston. 12 my 
American Unitarian Association, Boston. __.__-.-__.- 25 2 
Beantens tole ges s2 Ns = Sat ts aah aa eee Se at Les 6 
Argentine Commission, Chicago. -_...-----.----.-.-- nel ay 
PeecOiA MOTIVE Shy Ol asoe eeog) AM fe Fee at =f 4 
eR OPEL OT ATV coNes Veet 22 oe eso on eee oh Sees Sa) ARE 1 
Mer ore WHCOK, No 20 Se Poe le eo 2 yet , 
eee WY ONWeTe. > o Sec os 8 eee S - Se 1 
teat tio Debri it; Jes ees ae = 1 
Pier Oard Ot rke@ailthss 225 {> ses F282 Se 1 #2 
mens uDliC. Library? ©. , <2 -3 2-22-2222 222 eo] 8 
emt OlL Gre, meee tony aoe tee Oo Py EE eee a ais 2 
Bridgeport (Conn.) Public Library. ------------------- a ae te| 
Beedwry Central Hotel, N.JYe-scr2t2 2.222222 225-2. 2s 1 Py 
Brookline (Massa) seb Gaal OTaty, stsee 2 aaa eis a= a 3 
Brooklyn Ethical Association. ...-.------------------- 2 1 
Brooklyn Petia Wren ee eee eee eae ee Ee oe = 9 
: 
" 


ae le oo 


Shee 
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Vol.:  Pamph 
Brooklyn Union for Church Worle 25-=-22 25. 25-32 BS ie 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 


To the Board of Education: 


Gentlemen—The Public Library has been passing through 
a state of transition the past year from the construction which 
has been going on for the enlargement of the building. All 
» transitions involve a certain element of discomfort, and in the 
‘present instance of disturbance and disarray in the rear portion 
of-the building to which the work is confined, which we were 
prepared for and cheerfully willing to meet. But the wholly 
unexpected delay of the work, the apparent neglect and utter 
Jack of push, has not a little tried the patience and equanimity 
~ of the Commission. 

The Librarian, who in addition to all his other duties has fol- 
lowed up and constantly urged forward the work, has made 
-eyerything and everybody in the invaded part of the building as 
comfortable as possible; including the Commissioners, who, dis- 
“possessed of their official quarters in their bi-monthly meetings, 
» had to be relegated to the basement, or catacombs of the insti- 
tution; but which cryptic retreat being comfortably heated for 

winter use, ventilated and lighted, they still survive. 
_ Further mention of building experiences will be found in the 
| appended report of the Librarian, who, with other matters, gives 


an animated chronicle of this past constructive and obstructive 
year. | 

But it is only fair to add that the beginning of the new year 
_ promises better and seems to be the beginning of the end of our 
Library infelicities. When the early spring opens we shall 
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blossom out with the rest of the fine things of the season, and 
a vastly improved Library building will be in evidence. 


The uninvaded part of the building, meantime, on the main 
floor, with which the public is familiar, has remained intact 
and the ordinary routine of the institution has proceeded as 
usual. And it is unnecessary to state that the plan of recon- 
struction does not, and would not possibly invade or touch this 
fine part of the building. Other libraries may have as striking 
a main and immediately accessible interior, but I have not seen 
them. The noble architectural lift, the soft-falling light, the 
sudden hush from the outside world, the spirits of thinkers and 
authors materialized into books, which rise on every side in 
massive and galleried ranks to the lofty roof-lights, have always 
and will still continue to have their beneficent and refining 


effect upon the community. 


- The literary equipment of the Library is becoming more and 
more perfect and, to others, at least, noteworthy. Testimony 
to this was not long since afforded in a remark made to Senator 
Palmer, of this city, by Mr. A. R. Spofford, Congressional Libra- 
rian in Washington, than whom no one is better informed or 
qualified to give an opinion, that the Detroit Public Library, 
proportionally to its size, was among the very first in the 
country. : 

As an incidental testimony, also, of the estimation in which 
the Library is held outside of Detroit, even a thousand miles 
away from it, I may mention that in my last summer’s outing | 
to the far away coast of Massachusetts, I visited a public 
library in Gloucester. The lady Librarian learning whence I~ 
came, evinced immediate interest and remarked that the cata- 
logue of the Detroit Public Library, which she possessed, was. 
her constant guide and reference for anything she wanted to 
know about catalogues, or aught pertaining to this department 
of library work. Within so short a distance as is Gloucester 
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from Boston, with its stately new Library and its catalogue of 
600,000 books, it seemed the pleasantest possible wonder that 
Detroit could be heard from. 


Our catalogue is notably affluent not only in standard and 
contemporaneous literature of every description and of all na- 
tions and languages, but in some specialties to which particular 
attention has been given. Salient among these are (1) Period- 
ical Literature, (2) Transactions and proceedings of learned soci- 
eties of America and Great Britain—a collection equal, if not 
superior, to that of any library in the country; (8) American 
History, general and local. (4) Books relating to slavery and 
the American civil war, including many regimental histories and 
accounts of engagements from Confederate as well as Union 
sources. .(5) Fine Art Literature and fine illustrated works, in 
which we are specially well equipped, particularly in works 
relating to architecture. 

Nor are we wanting in unfamiliar and exceptional works. 
Requests are sometimes received that the Library would order 
some book of this description, which it is not supposed we 
could have. On examination the book is found upon our 
shelves. And it may here be added that requests for desirable 
books the report whereof may not have reached us (for “of the 
making of books there is no end”) are always very willingly ac- 
ceded to. 


Mention was made some years back in the report of a worthy, 
I may say worthier, occupant of my office, Judge Hosmer, of the 
increased use of library books by private clubs and classes, or- 
ganized for special reading. A recent instance of this is that 
of a class of bright-minded young society women who meet. at 
their respective homes and read papers which have been pre- 
pared by them on given subjects proposed by the accomplished 
lady who has them in charge, Mrs. Livermore. It may be inter- 
eSting to know the quality and character of literature essayed 
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by these fair young students and writers, and this is best shown 
by the subjects chosen, of which the following is an illustra- 
tion: “Persian Literature, from the epic of Firdusi. to the 
Mahommedan Passion Play.” “The Essayists, from Montaigne 
to Arnold.” “Greek and Roman Philosophy, from Thales to 
“Boethius.” “Egyptian Literature.” “Troubadour Literature.” 
Recourse for the books needed to write upon such subjects is 
immediately had, either personally or by friends, to Mr. Utley, 
nor is our thoroughbred Librarian or the Library dismayed by 
the erudition of the application. The books are found and fur- 
nished, and, in the case of Persian literature an unexpected num- 
ber of them, the papers are prepared and, I may add (as the out- 
side rumor runs) of a quality which effectually disposes of any 
idea that the gay society life of the fair womanhood of Detroit 
is synonymous with superficial natures, superficial aspirations 
and attainments. 


The report of the Secretary, Mr. Herbert Bowen, furnishes all 
statistics of the financial condition of the Library. Perhaps I 
may be pardoned for involuntarily adding that full statistics 
of what Mr. Bowen has done for the literary condition of the 
Library, as Chairman of the Book Committee for so long a per- 
iod, could only be furnished in the pages and by the testimony 
of the catalogue. The foregoing high commendation of that 
catalogue from outside sources reverts directly back and mainly 
to him, so far certainly as he has had aught to do with the 
expansion and enrichment of our Library resources—a commen- 
dation shared, however, as to German literature, by ex-Presi- 
dent Magnus Butzel, who so fitly and so ably has long repre- 
sented that department on the committee, 


A very unwelcome visitor at hearthstone or scene of familiar 
frequent like ours, entered the building last year, and a brief 
space afterward Norman ©. Perkins vanished from our Library 
household. His death at the time, and ever since then, has 
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been most feelingly deplored by the friendly circle who person- 
ally knew and appreciated him, and generally by the many in 
the community who were wont to seek his counsel and good 
offices in the selection of books bearing upon almost any liter- 
ary topic in which they were interested 
ceptionally well qualified to fill. 

The details of his life and its sorrowful termination are given 
in the report of Mr. Utley, who from so long an association with 
his Assistant Librarian was best qualified to speak the words 
so many desired to hear. 

Those of us who visited him at Grace Hospital found that 
however mistrustful we might be of the outcome of his serious 
malady, he was anything but that. The repeated and trying 
operations performed could not enfeeble his manly nerve, or 
overcloud the cheerful and strange hopefulness of his ultimate 
recovery. Not until the last more serious operation did he real- 
ize that this must be the last indeed—and it proved so. 

Some of his society lady friends, for in his quiet way he had 
such, also visited and cheered him with flowers. For they well 
remembered how they with certain gentlemen intimates of his 
had occasionally partaken of his hospitality in the modest rooms 
he occupied; a frugal hospitality, yet so unique and novel in 
all its features, so entirely aesthetic and refined, that they can- 


an. office he was ex- 


not well forget it. This passing allusion to his more private 


life may be permitted as showing the inner traits of a man who 
with slender means knew how to charm with a delightful hos- 


_ pitality those whom he found and called friends. 


Gentle mannered, gentle hearted, gentle bred, he was a wel- 
come presence in the Library to all who visited it. And to 


| every graduate of Yale specially so. He was of the class of 


57, and with that brotherhood feeling peculiar to the univer- 


; sity, as a fellow graduate, I offer these few tributary words, 
41 to °57—Yale to Yale. 


RICHARD STORRS WILLIS, 
President. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 


To the Commissioners of the Public Library: 


In compliance with the Rules, I submit a statement of the 
receipts and disbursements of library moneys during the cal- 
endar year 1895, and also the balances in the General Fund 
and in the New Library Building Fund at the close of the 
year. 


It should be understood that the fiscal year of the Library 
Commission ends December 31, while that of the City of Detroit 
ends June 30. The balance in the General Fund, therefore, con- 
stitutes the working funds of the Commission for the ensuing 
six months. 


GENERAL FUND, 1895. 


RECHIPTS. 
Balancevon hand Wanuary,lSte +o. sae ee e cree ieee eee $14,200.95 
CityHTaxes; 1805 aie: mee cn 5 Jette Sane $36,105.60 
is ‘ WSO 4x sons Miaka it he aes howe «Seber 3,232.48 
* ss a CK Taxes: oe. n, fatal eee eee 1,187.67 
————_—__-———_40,525.75. 
Co: Ereasurer), Hines and penalties”. 2... eaten eee ae 5,586.92 
Interest ton depositiawan . 4 to. dectoee eee ie a 635.65 
Willorary.< HES: 07. 75 2. Shute sissies eastale che: key aah icecream 1,222.10 
Sales, of .catalogmes Sa. sie iets aerate eta nie nea 91.60 
HOY JOStDOOKS' Ay. fe < beaters sacs succes reba essence heen ee 59.84 
HMrom miscellaneous SOUrCESINS . 5 ')ae te ciei cre cree teen nner ; 50.83 
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GENERAL FUND, 1895. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 
Paid for Rooks AMS Palin Hers ene Soe )na chs he neers oc $ 9,385.55 
DeLLOdicalsSUHSCrIptONS ess. 2. «2k sden hated Back he) 1,254.84 
binding and) repair Of “hooks, jeri. .o.eee. acs gece 4,173.73 
US Eh = es eee ete es a eee ern 2,754.73 
JOE a9 aah SN be Re ae dn eri A ca 881.08 
EOD QUES rg Sots Wn Mia VS) Seer eeeal ©. siel een cee ccs amRES 662.40 
IE OUT UD WE cee Ge ee ROD ecg hese A TL OE EE ee Ge 449.70 
DIMES ANG RtALLONCI yes. kiss tats nels eooneiapeerde' Sa Cd as 657.73 
LAVORA da SUP pllesedercie sess we cieke aunets foc ciciewe ooece nk 463.93 
IDO SUA RRs Ceetyer oe @ Skt Ea tees eitie CiS a as ae ees 86.50 
LIES SM OY HIE HONE RES. Oe SIS ARN pierre ter ten, SPL eRe 8 Cote ana eae 114.29 
TL SCC UL IACOULS casterts istere ia a artienc ess, Sieh habia S olnwe ahaa ee 98.75 
SUOLeMeELOMEe Sate n Dy LeU LACS re sity atte stayctehs co coe subs 49.56 
SHAMS MIDLATY ESEVVICEe aces soe ofa ae ee ee Oe eee 17,699.22 
- s JADIMOLSSOLVICChra6, gacternra caso eee use eared 1,918.50 
printing and binding cataloxues.|..\. sas lo sndines dons 767.05 
Totaly disbursements. f1.ot ce eae passat ea TOS 
Balance in General Fund December 31............. 20,956.06 
LIBRARY BUILDING FUND, 1895. 
RECHIPTS. 
PAinceramonand January ISt cc. «ac sw urtede cine Sacchi oe 30,618.75 
(AS): Sty ay Enka 1 ASS ae aeRO a nine: 1,018.89 
* 
TR Gtal POCOLDLS wats wthomeaet toc eeaieus saber sees aisie'>.n uakppenkameniyOas 
x DISBURSEMENTS. 
MEAT GLITOCUS se oe ea sire os eiaiel sie. coe eles $ 1,440.44 
OTC ACLOLSL I le iaistelts lea) erete te Sosbera seis 18,989.10 
superintendent ..0 2. ...6.0.800% Siesta 409.40 
Motal GiSDULSEMENES) ec ciecs ere o weenie s1s + 50) eum 20,838.94 
Balance in Mund December 31......... 6 ces cee e ee eee eter ees $10,798.70 
LIABILITIES OF BUILDING FUND JANUARY Ist, 1896. 
Balance due on general Contract ..... se cere eee eee eee eee ees $17,446.90 
BContract for bDook-stack 2... ..0eb eee cece seer teeter ee eeees 6,400.00 
GMI Zillloboge heh Shaditicsoio Dino nO A. cao IO: Bao Or NERC HO pr yo" $23,846.90 


Respectfully submitted, 
HERBERT BOWEN, 
Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


To the Commissioners of the Public Library: 

Gentlemen:—Herewith I submit my 11th annual report as 
Librarian, giving the usual statistics of the Library for the year 
1895: 

During the first two months of the year the prevalence of 
smallpox in the city interfered perceptibly with the use of the 
Library. The disease was at no time epidemic, but unfortunate 
dissensions relative to the Health Board created popular dis- 
trust and added to the nervous apprehension with which most 
persons regard the scourge. Several cases in the immediate 
vicinity of the Library building and a case in the home of one 
of the Library assistants served to direct public attention to 
the institution. There was a popular belief that the contagion 
might be spread by means of Library books and this kept many 
people from using them. Every possible precaution was taken 
io guard against infected books. The Board of Health sent us 
daily reports, of all cases. These cases were looked up and if 
it was found that there was a Library card in an infected house 
a message was at once sent to the quarantine officer in charge 
of the premises to destroy all Library cards and books found 
therein. Altogether eight Library books were thus destroyed 
or taken to the contagious disease hospital for the use of the 
patients there. All the books were fiction. The loss to the 
Library in the matter of dollars and cents was trifling. But 
the loss in patronage is seen by contrasting the circulation of 
the early months of the year with that-of the corresponding 
months of the preceding year. 


In January the Board decided to proceed at once with the 
enlargement of the building, the immediate necessity for which 
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had become painfully apparent. The hope had been encouraged 
for several years that the city authorities might see fit to make 
a suitable appropriation to erect the handsome and commodious 
front to the building, which had been originally planned and 
for which ample ground was reserved. With this end in view 
the Board secured from the Legislature of 1893 an enabling act 
authorizing the city to raise the necessary money either by tax- 
ation or by the issuing of city bonds. The Board had also by 
the strictest economy set aside for two years the sum of $15,000 
per year to help forward at the proper time the building pro- 
ject. But the municipal bonding limit permitted by law having 
been nearly reached, and so many city improvements of greater 
popular interest seemed pressing that the Board, upon mature 
consideration, decided to postpone all efforts to secure an appro- 
priation either of money or bonds for the much desired front. 
ut, to meet urgent necessities, it determined to make use of 
the reserve building fund which had been accumulated, «to en- 
large the rear portion of the building, keeping vacant the front 
grounds until such time as the city authorities are ready to 
erect thereon a building which will be a lasting monument to 
the intellectual culture and artistic taste of the metropolis of 
the State. 

Fortunately the rear portion of the building permitted con- 
venient enlargement, giving a north front and thus greatly im- 
proving its external appearance from that point of view, and 
at the same time affording much needed relief to the interior 
operations of the Library. This provides a children’s reading 
room, about 40x30 feet in size, on the ground floor. The en- 
trance will be at the north front, which will be publicly used for 


this purpose alone. The room is high and is abundantly lighted. 


Book shelves will be arranged along two walls, and it is intended 
to place thereon all books specially designed for children and to 
which they shall have free access for the purpose of selection. 

Upon the reading tables will be placed periodicals of a char- 
acter snitable for young persons. The circulating department 
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of children’s books will also be here. This will greatly relieve 
the overcrowded condition of the main delivery room and so 
far as can now be devised seems to be the only measure of relief 
possible for that room. 

The enlargement will also add 20 feet to the length of the 
periodical reading room on the main floor, beside providing on 
that floor commodious offices for the Board and for the Librarian 
and a work room for the cataloguers. The latter is directly 


above the packing room, from which there is a book elevator 


connecting with the cataloguers’ room and the reference room, 
on the third floor. The new book stack room, which is fire- 
proof, opens at one end into the cataloguers’ room and at the 
other end into the delivery room, the door being within 10 feet 
of the delivery desk. There will be a two-story steel stack, the 
lower floor being of stone and the upper floor of iron and glass. 
The full capacity of the stack will be nearly, if not quite, 100,000 
volumes. The farthest book will be not more than 70 feet from 
the delivery desk. 

The reference reading room will be made just double its pres- 
ent capacity, both in floor area and in book shelving. It will 
be about 76 feet square, with large windows on three sides, as 
pleasant and convenient a reading and study room as any library 
in the country possesses. The popularity of this room has stead- 
ily grown from the day it was opened and the great number of 
people who now use it will welcome it in its improved condition. 

As stated, the building enlargement was decided upen in 
January and the commission was at once given to the archi- 
tects to prepare the detailed drawings and specifications. They 
informed us that the whole work could easily be completed by 
the following September. But so slow were they in the prep- 
aration of the plans that net until June were the contracts fin- 
ally signed. These call for an expenditure of $42,836.00 and 
the full completion of the work by the 1st of November, 1895. 


From the very outset the work dragged. Everything and every- 


body seemed to be at cross purposes and when the time arrived 
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at which, under the contract, the building should have been fully 
completed, the roof was not on. It is now evident that the final 
completion will be six months later than it should have been. 
If the work had been done during the summer months, as had 
been expected, the interruption of use of the Library would 
have been very little. But the racket of workmen, the dust and 
demoralization of tearing out and housing in, the exposure in 
extreme cold weather to openings in the walls have continued 
month after month and have driven away from the reading 
rooms many people who seriously feel the loss of the privileges 
which the Library affords. 


Early in the spring the Detroit Medical and Library Associa- 
tion made a proposition to give to this Library absolutely with- 
out condition its entire collection of books and periodicals. The 
Association offered also to continue at its own expense the sub- 
scription to a half dozen of the leading medical periodicals of 
this and other countries. The gift was accepted. Most of the 
magazines were unbound. These were collected and sent to the 


bindery. The whole number of volumes, including those un- 


bound, thus received was 2,728, of which 1,068 were duplicates 
of books already in the Library. These duplicates were for the 
most part turned over to the Library of the Detroit Medical 
College. The present plan is to collect all the books on medi- 
cine and cognate subjects in convenient alcoves of the new ref- 
erence room and devote a suitable portion of the fioor space 
of that department to a medical reading room. Current medical 
periodicals will be placed on the tables here and made available, 
as they could not be in the general public reading rooms. I 
should hope, also, that something might be done toward pre- 
paring an analytical index of the medical literature thus col- 
lected. This must be done before it can be made to serve its 
full purpose. But thorough indexing would be a work of con- 
siderable magnitude and the way does not seem clear to under- 
taking it: just at present. 


ry 
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For the first time in the thirty years’ history of the Library 
a member of its staff in active service has been removed by death. 
Norman ©. Perkins, Assistant Librarian, died at Grace Hospital 
March 20 after an illmess of about three months. He left the 
Library December 1, 1894, intending to take the last month of 
the year for his annual vacation. He never returned. He did 
not go away from the city, as he had contemplated. Before the 
end of the month he was confined to his room by what seemed 


at the time.a trifling injury to one of his toes. Blood poisoning — 


intervened and he was removed to Grace Hospital. But all 
medical and surgical efforts were without avail. 

My. Perkins was born in Pomfret, Vt., April 17, 1832. He was 
educated in the district school of his own village and in the 
academies of Woodstock, Vt., and Meriden, N. H. He was grad- 
uated at Yale College in 1857. He studied law and entered 
upon its practice in Chicago, where he resided until 1881, when 
he came to Detroit, and was employed as an editorial writer on 
the Post and Tribune. In March, 1886, he was appointed As- 
sistant Librarian. His special work in the Library consisted 
in looking after all serial publications, periodical, society, state 
and national. He also had charge of the binding of books. 
Aside from these routine duties he was specially attentive to 
patrons of the Library in the capacity of Reference Librarian. 
His wide knowledge and familiarity with literature were par- 
ticularly useful in this respect. His genial disposition and 
courtly manner won for him universal good will. By his asso- 
ciates in the Library he is sadly missed and many who were 
accustomed to seek his counsel and assistance will long lament 
his untimely taking off. 


There have been an unusual number of changes in the Library 
staff during the past year. One member has been removed by 
death. Four have resigned to accept better positions, three of 
these of a matrimonial character. Five were promoted from 
temporary positions to the permanent staff. An examination 
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of applicants was held in September, when 47 presented them. 
selves and submitted to the test of writing answers to the ques- 
tions placed before them. Six whose papers showed an average 
of 70 per cent or upward of correct answers have been put upon 
a waiting list, to be called for temporary or substitute service 
when wanted. I most heartily commend the loyalty and earnest- 
ness of the force of Library employes. For the most part their 
service has not been merely perfunctory. There has been heart 
in their work and they have spared themselves neither hard 
mental study nor laborious physical exertion to serve the public 
who come to the Library seeking knowledge. I thank them one 
and all for their fidelity, and realize fully that to them, even . 
more perhaps, than to the officers of the Library, is due the 
great measure of its success. 


The plan of circulating Library books through the public 
schools has proven so popular that there was urgent demand 
for its extension. Accordingly the number of books for this 
special purpose was greatly increased and their use has been 
extended to children in the fourth grade classes. There are now 
4,700 Public Library books in the school circulating libraries. 
No records of their use have hitherto been kept. But at the 
opening of the school year in September last, a system was put 
in operation by which statistics of the use of these books will 
be preserved. There is no doubt in the minds of those who have 
- observed the eagerness of the children for them that the next 
annual report will show a circulation of 100,000 or upward. 
There are in the Central High School 2,500 Public Library 
- books which are retained at the school for the exclusive use of 
the pupils. Aside from the statement of the principal that they 
are in constant daily use we have no means of knowing the 
extent to which they are serving their purpose. 


The cost of lighting the Public Library last year was $2,754.73. 
When the enlargement of the building is completed the expense 
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will naturally be increased. It is expected, however, that the 
Library funds will be wholly relieved from expense for lighting 


ufter the Ist of July next. Last year the city established its” 


own plant for lighting the streets and public buildings. The 
Library has been receiving its electric current for light from the 
municipal plant since July last, but paying monthly bills therefor, 
as it formerly paid a private company. The Common Council has 
passed an ordinance requiring the Public Lighting Commission , 
to furnish light to all public buildings and to include the cost 
of so doing in its estimate of expenses, from year to year. AS 
this ordinance cannot be fully operative until the beginning of 
the next city fiscal year, the Library will continue to pay light- 
ing bills as usual for the next six months. 


The usual annual Bulletin was issued early in the year. The 
German books were 1 ssified and numbered according to, 
the system in'vse in 0... . parts of the Library and a new cata- 
loe-te was prépared. This was printed and was in the hands 

» binder, when, on the morning of the 6th of November, 
the explosion of a steam hoiler in the building destroyed the 
bindery and all its contents. The loss of 27 human lives was 
the saddest feature of this calamity. The printer at once set 
to work to again put the catalogue into type and completed 
another edition of 1,000 copies by the end of December. It 
makes a volume of 140 printed pages and is arranged on the dic- 
tionary plan, as are all the catalogues and bulletins of this 
Library. For the convenience of the public, fiction is separated 
from all other classes of books in the German ROE 41° and is 
printed as a second part. 


The extensive use of books continues to be seen in the bills 
for re-binding. The necessity for binding a large number of 
medical periodicals also helped to swell the bills for this year, 
The whole number of books bound was 5,667, all of which but 18 
were bound by contract in various binderies of the city at a cost 


: 


caused by the building operations. 
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of $3,241.70, an average of all sizes, material and styles of 57 
cents per volume. Periodicals, standard works and books of 
permanent value are bound in the best quality of Turkey mor- 
occo. All fiction is bound in linen buckram. The bindery re- 
pair shop was operated as usual through the year, but was 
greatly inconvenienced by the necessity for two removals, 
The cost of operating the 
shop was $932.03, of which $902 was paid in wages to employes. 
The work turned out was 7,293 volunres repaired, 1,574 resewed 
and recased, 18 rebound, beside a great amount of misceilane- 
ous work, such as pasting labels and pockets in new books, ete., 
etc. When the building improvements are completed a com- 
modious and convenient bindery will be provided. 


In presenting the statistics of the use of the Library, I again 
call attention to the fact that they a) uch below the actual 
fact. As before stated, no record has... ;erto been kept of the 
use of Library books in the public schools. In ome parts,.of 
the Library the shelves are open to free access to the pulls, 
and there is no way of knowing definitely how many volumes are 
consulted. The statistics of reference reading are made up from 
the receipt tickets taken when the attendant brings books to 
applicants. 

The population of the city, according to the census of 1894, 
was 238,264. 


Number Library cards issued in 1891 5,433 
a st eS es 1892 4,959 

; ee s z 1893 5,585 

¥ ‘a x # 1894 6,149 

_ v ee i 1895 5,470 
Total outstanding cards 27,596 


No. of books in the Library January 1, 1895 131,192 
| Added since by purchase....,......- 8,367 
fe he Falla e st tre, Soe Oenoee . 8,310 
iG binding periodicals 356 
ae 12,033 
148,225 
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Withdrawn— 
HF condemned, worn out........ 1,780 
§ duplicates sold and exchanged.2,036 
s Lost and Maid shore oa. aiewe met cia 49 
Total withdrawals 3,865 
Net No. of books December 31, 1895 . 139,360 


Of the 1,829 books worn out and lost, all but 73 were fiction. 
The Library was open 309 days for the drawing of books for home 
reading and 364 days for consultation of books in the building. 


No. books drawn out for home reading — 348,409 
‘* consulted.in the Library 347,224 
Total use of books in 1895 ~ 695,633 
Total use of books in 1894 668,257 . 
Increase in circulation 27300 | 
Books circulated in 1895 695,633 
Unbound periodicals 1895 174,420 
Total use 870,053 
The following shows the percentage of circulation of books of the 
several classes: : 
‘ PERCENTAGE. : 
Class Library Home Total 
: Readin Reading 
Gyclepedias: 95)... 0221 aces 546 | See RN eel Ul ae ARS ts ae oc 06.05 
Literary Periodicals ....... FS GO ste ae eee O12055-35.. Fhe eos 
Binilosoplyatelssce: + armani Ota li ys teins Seat OOS Tiare cr ttenree eee 01.49 
GH ST Onis Sdorssapi iz die ces eens teks OB: OBS. Sere Se eee OL. 08a aan 02.06 
Sociology .. ... sess.seeee- O3.GL5 sacatecs Gearon OLS 35.5) see 02.46 
Ei OlOg ya vartee exe bee arses OS: 80 rerate steer 00.10 crac ee eae 01.95 
Sciences sO." V eek cee oumieene O42 Oi eiek ae eects OL SOU aa ere 03.14 
NISeGUI Artistic ton cae shiehieat oe NO TGcgade sce aae 01.5953. .aeee 05.86 
PIN OPA TUS © tesorie sre ocnaites a ckete BUSRTY dare Omics SoD OD DA4 rarok rea ntieroeens 08.89 
Literature .. ..........0.- OG EUs ceo renentye rte ODS ee. ore ee ‘04.79 
DAISTOPY ci sarees en wietgteey OS: 90 rane tere er 08.04 Seiwa. shee O4.47 
BUSTER VO) Fes cca, wars Sictrep lees tavgnaceger wat oas OF AR ss gate, sete O2D Diener em 03.51 
BIOS T A Ys vor ase Chie eh teaae O5SiGs mi eeetete 02. B8 re the nner 03.87 
TC GLONL Her. eteneitare ete ithe mone OL G3 tae ees TEAS. cleo ee 37.95 
GLOPTVA Tn |. cellars Soe seiele siete ee OO 25.6 See oes OARS ae one 02.19 
Fernie hay a4 cence Ob:62 ure. cat oo-sT tala 00.74 
Ballohs sii sive ee Lies pare ee OL 2007 44. ae . 00.82 
Other languages .......... 01 O4 3 oss a5. osha Ones Bee ee 00.52 
MOO00) chee average 100.00. Fccmn cere 100.00 
Respectfully submitted, H. M. UTLEY, 


Librarian, 


Vols, 
Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia.............. 1 
macular Hree uibrary, New  York.02f.60.0... 0.5. 0oh. a0. 
ON TREN Ohi CERES ih ge de ee a a a nah re Al 

' American Bi-metallic League, Washington............... 
American Congregational Ass’n., Bostom:................. ‘ 

» American Humanitarian League, Boston................ 
memromeanm A TOLOZICAl SOCIETY sc ae cuca cs cles ssc de cure sets « 
Eumrtorican. Pomolocical SOclety ~s sac... 06.65 ss ececes sens as 
BRUCE SOIL DIS VV are IDC CLO Lele otha vitvse eo ce oe wate aiee e oa7e) esne 14 
Bere NEETU 195-5; ESOS LOLs sie Senet cus eleccele cele et oe duecdare emer ea a | 
SMa ORAL MIL METRY = Olt cc costs ateltc a erere es cceuboratare os aes 3b ais wre 
Pomel Orary. INGW YORK +. or. 2. cs ewe ce see be wd ee se oe hs eT 
ES APRCOCIGN GL. VW LLCOX: IO.) INGW YOLGrs. chee oe tse vise ogee sferiass os 
Benicar der ., (MACKINACTS. «occ ne de oe ne oe als rete ee een vias 1 
Baithie’s Institution, Glaszow..i,2-¢..cnceele sos Deine Ae Se 

ete tg Eye D CUE OIG iesirs or 0, cntstavuci-o wiser? se yeiel et avdic seis. 01 sun) oha)ielle. oe 2 

Seemed se PTE pias 2 aa hove les ee nee yaniv se al 
Bere lea CO OLIC RGR ape Wedel acece iit ere winter ae buarecone arava) sora ste s Se! eo naar 1 
Smee ie Se ee DOS OL car tiie tasers as sis citar ek eper cheney ever cnmyenet eyaiiere. « al 
Pree Orv OLAtTeAlGlinao .acuine ans oe edie ate core eds ee sacar il 

Tis eS Blea iy wee. 5 eae mary eet nD eee reed 1 
EESCORG COMM SSIOMOLS ss, aeleleays selec 9 n1- serers lene 6 2 

Bint econtiiesOCleLy, BOStOM 4.0 sacns wie <ine aces chitin «sie 
Peoud ome Colese WibEAPy . 0. cle Rew rs es cps stent as oo 
Tes el Cire OWE mE NCUCOL cp rneuet ace ster ole a dieeaetai olde wie ers, arate oi couse 
iIBmg senor. Oot. — UblC, Libra yo... cae. cs ere nes om 
iprockline, Mass: PaiDlG library: osc. 56 see oeler' ae = nm we 
Meroe iclby tlm N oer oe MUL AREY ma. aioe anee wieteleie< tena sie eles ewaereiclle Aa ‘sile 

Se Brooklyn Union for Christian ‘Work. .........0..-..-20505 ri 
Brown, Mrs, brances B.. Detroit... a2... 2. see te 16 
Buttalo Charity Organization Society.................... il 

ERIS TOTIGAL SOCIGUY vere wer barccteitia vies etd snatatelln ole s\- ee). aire 
iGillag hig wate hia teeale cen omen os Monae at: Seo Re 
Bunker Hill Monument Association, Boston.............. 1 


APPENDIX. 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 


= To the Board of Education: 


Gentlemen—Herewith annexed are the reports of the Secretary 
and Librarian of the Public Library, which furnish a full and 
detailed record of the Institution during the past year, and to 
which | would refer you for all information relative to the de- 
partment which each has severally in charge. 

There is little to be added to these reports. The new feature 
introduced of the provision made for the blind of. Detroit will 
doubtless prove of sympathetic interest to every humane and 
kindly heart. 

The credit of the initial effort made in this direction is due to 
our Associate Commissioner, Dr. C. Henri Leonard, and: the 
beneficent movement could not be in more fitting and efficient 
hands. 

To the invitation first issued by him to those who might wish 
to avail themselves of the opportunity of instruction and educa- 
tion which the Library proposed to afford, about fifty responded. 
He estimates that there are about one hundred blind in Detroit. 
~ The reason that not more have been heard from he ascribes to a 
_ certain timidity which this class of the afflicted seem to feel in 

making application. 

In this regard the deaf and dumb of the city evince no similar 
reluctance in making themselves known. The number of deaf- 
mutes in Detroit is estimated at hundreds—not improbable, if 
including the large school in the easterly part of the city, under 
the management of German citizens. 

The Board of Education, with its deaf and dumb school, and 
the Public Library have now become, therefore, joint participa~ 
tors in the beneficent work of caring for these two afflicted 
classes of our people to whom opportunities for education are 
certainly due—the former for deaf-mutes, the latter for the blind. 
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Viewed from a Christian standpoint, this is an elevated and no- 
ble mission in the case of each. It is indeed but a faint imitation 
of the divine Master who caused the blind to see, the deaf to 
hear, the dumb to speak, by a supernal power which could effect 
an immediate and: radical cure. But though supernatural 
powers are not ours, still the blind see, by the educated sense of 
touch; the deaf hear, by an educated eye; the dumb speak, also, 
by the trained sense of vision. The human agencies employed, 
imperfect as they may be as compared with the divine, are known 
severally as the oral or speaking system of training, the lip 
reading, and the sign language. 

Incidental advantages to the dumb are when the sense of 
hearing still remains, and they can catch the speech of others. 
Artificial inventions, like the “audiphone,” have sometimes 
proved of notable assistance. 

Suggesting itself here is that merciful compensation to those 
suffering from the loss of any one sense, which lies in the fact 
that the other senses seem stimulated and invigorated by that 
loss; they becoming sensibly more acute thereby. 

The sign language is that. chiefly employed in France, and 
perhaps in other continental countries, and those who have 
visited the chapel behind the High Altar of the Church of St. 
Roch in Paris of a Sunday afternoon, when there is a special 
service and sermon for the deaf, will not soon forget the impres- 
sive scene of the many unfortunates there attending. The dead 
silence, the eager attention to the soundless sign-sermon by the 
officiating father, is as touching as it is novel and appealing. 


Enlarged, renovated, never so fine and attractive as now, ex- 
ceptionally equipped, popular and utilized by all classes of our 
citizens, native and foreign, to an extent hitherto unprecedented, 
the Detroit Public Library takes rank, proportionally to its size, 
among the very first in the land. Detroiters may well be proud 
of it. 

An added charm is in future store for us, the Park Commis- 
sion having expressed their willingness to take charge of the 
parking, or grounds around the building, so soon as their funds 
permit, and make them comport exteriorly with the interior 
beauty and attractiveness of the Institution. 


RICHARD STORRS WILLIS. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 


To the Commissioners of the Public Library: 


Herewith is submitted a statement of the receipts and dis- 
bursements of library moneys during the year of 1896. The 
fiscal year of the city ends June 30. The balance on hand, there-~ 
fore, constitutes the source of maintenance of the library for 
the next six months. 

A Library Building Fund was established a few years ago by 
the setting aside of a certain sum for the purpose of enlarging 
the building. The cost of the recent enlargement exceeded the 
whole amount of that fund, which was, therefore, wiped out. No 
separate statement of this fund is given, but the amuunt on hand 
at the beginning of the year is shown in connection with the 
balance in the general fund. 


Jan. 1, 1896.—Balance in General Fund------ $20, 956. 06 

Balance in Building Fund ----- 10,798.70 
— $31,754.76 

RECEIPTS. 

Oty axes, 189Ge 2222 2-22522-5 35,733.27 

WAALS ptf S0n Beton cat hse 3,104.07 

Ma is Backs takes. saeco 1,471.48 
ee 40,308.82 
Co. Treas., Fines and penalties .-..----------- 6,087.42 
Interest-on daily balances... 2--2.:..---2---<=- 611.08 
nibrakyetMese: eae eee aoe ee eee oe 1,229.90 
Salegoticavalorsmesseee ans see eee eee sete = 104.80 
Hor lost boOkSi2e eee aes ane. Seater es oe eee 212.96 
Mortboalts oldies 22 eet eee it See 24.58 
Rebate ony HOOK billSeeesesee2 a see ees oe 108.00 
From miscellaneous sources-------.---------- 10.33 


Tovalttecel piSeseses: poe 4--ee See $80,452.65 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 
iPad: tor books and» pamphletSse. ss: 25-9 ass eee $ 8,745.22 
periodical Subscripbions=es-22 = 4 ae ee ee 1,328.44 
binding-and-repair.ot WOOK = 95s ae ee 4,272.65 
Loht segcut Ty Ble ee ee, ee eee 1,921.96 
(UC) So es Be Se eee ee 840.41 
Tepamsy Acs Leo Se ee Sa oe ee 848.47 
IDSUTANCE SY of. Sk ss eee ee siete $38. 35 
blanks and Stavioneryes- 22sec s- ee = oe eee ee 728.80 
labor and: supplies 232-20 eee 2 ee eee 620.45 
posbave kate eee (2 eed ek eee ES oe ae 138.00 — 

Lreight adr expressiss. sae see nee ae eee 127.83 
miscellaneous 2528_l22.5- 22-2 2 So aE Bee ae eee 375.64 
Salaries; library Servic@ts.2 a0 255 ea eee ee eee 18,341.78 
et Jaditor Service =a eet Bs ee 2,343.50 
building enlarzement(s 233-42 ee eee 26,273.61 

furniture and fixtures for same .....22.2/2--2.0 2232 2,553.89 

Total disbursements _-_..-------- _ 871,278.42 | 

Balance on hand December 31, 1896.....------------- $ 9,174.28 J 

Respectfully submitted, 

HERBERT BOWEN, | 

« Secretary. | 

; 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


To the Board of Library Commissioners: 


Gentlemen—When the report was made, a year ago, work on 
the enlargement of the building was still in progress, although 
it was contracted to be finished two months earlier. As a matter 
of fact, it was not completed until five months later. 

I am sure it must have been a great relief to the patrons of the 
library, as it certainly was to members of the statf, who, from 
necessity, must spend their time in the building, when the last 
man with saw and hammer and cold chisel disappeared through 
the door, and a peaceful calm once more settled down over 
the alcoves and apartments where so long the clang and clatter 
of artisans had waked discordant echoes. May those who sur- 
vived this infliction never be called on to endure another like 
it. The enjoyment of the improved facilities, the enlarged 
reference and reading rooms, the convenient work rooms and 
the new stack room furnish, in some degree, atonement for past 
miseries. 

Late in the summer about 30,000 books were moved from the 
galleries into the new stack room. These comprise mainly 
general literature, biography and history. The great body of 
the books most in demand is now quite conveniently placed with 
reference to the delivery desk. The first gallery having been 
entirely emptied by the removal to the new stack room, the 
shelves were filled with books brought down from the higher 
galleries. By this re-arrangement the public can be more 
' promptly served than hitherto. The difficulty which now ap- 
pears is this, that while the books brought down to the main 
floor are more convenient than formerly to the delivery desk they 
are further away from the reference room. The remedy, it 
seems to me, is a book carrier operated by an electric motor. 
here is certainly necessity for some improved form of service 
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to the different floors of the building. The clumsy and anti- 
quated dummy lift, so long in vogue, is manipulated at great 
expense of patience and muscle. 

The reference room now has twice its former capacity, both 
in shelving and in floor space for readers. This enlargement 
was timely, for so greatly has the popular use of this department 
increased that already the room is completely filled at times. 
The books most likely to be wanted in reference work are placed 
in this room on open shelves, accessible to all. These include 
all bound periodicals and works which are strictly for reference 


in philosophy, literature, art, archaeology, genealogy, etc. The 


room is abundantly lighted, both naturally and artificially, is 
well ventilated, and is a pleasant room in which to study.. The 
alcoves afford retirement and a degree of exclusiveness. The 
fact that over 335,000 books were used in it last year, as against 
291,000 the previous year, speaks for itself as to the manner in 
which the room is appreciated by the public. It also indicates 
rapidly growing patronage. 


Another great advantage which the enlargement of the build- 
ing afforded was the opening of a separate department for chil- 
dren. As the purpose and aim of a public library are largely 
educational, it is coming to be felt in all wide-awake institutions 
of this character that special efforts should be made to interest 
young people and to direct their reading, as far as practicable, 
in proper channels. The addition to the building gave an op- 
portunity for a room for this purpose. It is on the basement or 
ground floor, which is only a foot or so below the grade of the 
lot, and the entrance is at the north end of the building, so that 
persons visiting this room need not pass through any other part 
of the building. The children’s room is 52 feet long by 33 feet 
wide, for about two-thirds of its length, and for the remainder 
about 25 feet wide. It is abundantly lighted, well ventilated and 
is in every respect a cheerful and pleasant room. The walls 
have been decorated with framed portraits of famous authors. 
Across one end and a portion of one side is shelving of the 
capacity of about 6,000 books. These cover all classes of litera- 
ture, but are mainly fiction. All the best periodicals for children 
are kept on file and the bound numbers are on the shelves. The 
children are permitted to go to the shelves, examine the books 
and make their own selections. Books are drawn out and re- 
turned here, and thus the main delivery room is relieved from 


a 
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the great crowds which in former years had become exceedingly 
uncomfortable, at times. The children themselves appreciate 
the privileges of this department. ; 

Some efforts are made on the part of the library attendants 
to help young persons, or to advise with them in respect to their 
reading, if such help and advice are acceptable. Parents and 
teachers frequently come with their children or pupilssand look 
over books, with a view to making judicious selections. In this 
way there is more opportunity than ever before to direct the 
reading of young persons in channels that will be helpful and 
beneficial in increasing their knowledge and improving their 
taste. 

This department was first opened on the 28th day of May. No 
complete record of the use of books in the room is possible, for 
the reason that the children get books from the shelves and 
return them, and the room attendants cannot keep track of all 
that goes on. An effort was made, however, for one month to 
take an account of this use of books, as a basis for computation. 
Upon this basis the estimate is that 42,270 books were thus used 
during the seven months since the room was opened. 

An accurate record is kept of the books drawn out on cards 
for home reading. This shows the average monthly circulation 
of this department to be 7,929, the daily average, 305. There 
has been a steady growth from the outset. The June circulation 
was 6,607, the December circulation was 9,373. The total circu- 
lation for the seven months was 55,502. ~The following is a 
statement of the number of books of each of the several classes 
drawn out for home reading: 


Bound periodicals -___------ 1,670 Titeratuie.s f: 23. 4 Seer 326 
VOMIOTOM), soe — = hon coe a= 41 HAS GORY: eee ore eet 1,750 
SUL MLOOV Gaus seers wae me a se 154 TIAN Clete sags Sica eee he 963 
BOIeUCCK ss = oes ene note 229 RlO grap Wye! se see ec ee = 598 
Wsenul arts s 2 sss-n---2s-<2= 218 WIC HION eee oer ee ee ee 48,886 
Fine arts___.-- Erne a Is 667 Wiagalew cee. Ne ee 55,502 


In line with the educational work done in the children’s 
department is that done through the public schools. The system 
has been in operation for several years, and has been alluded to 
from time to time in these reports. It may be worth while to 
briefly restate the facts. 

In 1887 an arrangement was entered into between the Board 
of Education and the Library Commission. by virtue of which 
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the latter undertook to supply duplicate copies of certain library 
books for the exclusive use of pupils in the public schools. The 
Board of Education, on its part, agreed to become responsible 
for the proper usage and accounting for these books and to pro- 
vide the means of transportation between the library and the 
school houses. That arrangement is still in force and has been 
found to work satisfactorily. The experiment was begun in a 
small way with about 600 books supplied to the High School 
grades. It has been extended from time to time—first to the 
seventh and eighth grades, then to the fifth and sixth, and finally 
to the fourth; and the number of books has been increased until 
there are at the present time over 7,000 volumes in the school 
circulating libraries. These books were selected by a committee 
of school principals. 

The books in the high school grades were chosen with reference 
to the school work. They are not designed for miscellaneous 
reading, but are used for supplemental reading and study in 
connection with class work. They are kept at the school to be 
studied in class, or are drawn out over one day for home study. 

The books circulate from the Central High: School to the 
eastern and western departments, each accommodating its order 
of .classes to the others. The number of books for the high 
school grades at the present time is 2,577. Of many of these 
there are only one or two copies. Of others there are numerous 
copies. 

The plan having proved a success in the high school grades, 
in March, 1880, it was extended to the seventh and eighth gram- 
mar grades. This put library books into 16 school houses. In 
January, 1892, the scheme was extended to include the fifth and 
sixth grades, which increased the number of schools receiving 
to 30. In 1894 the number of books was considerably increased. 
In September, 1895, the plan was still further extended, and the 
fourth grade was taken in. The books now go into 55 schools. 
The number of books was increased, so that the proportion is 


now about one book for every three pupils enrolled in each of the 


grades. The number of books assigned to each is as follows: 
Fourth grade, 1,507; fifth and sixth, 1,772; seventh and eighth, 
1,187, making a total of 4,466. 

The Board of Education provides 100 boxes for the transporta- 
tion of the books, some of the larger schools requiring several. 
It also provides a truckman to move the boxes from the library 
to the school houses and to return them. The books are brought 


* 
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in and changed every eight weeks, or five times during the school 
year of 40 weeks. When returned to the library the books are 
changed about so that a school is not likely to get any of the 
same books back again oftener than once in two or three years, 
and as the pupils are constantly changing from one grade to 
another a book does not come to the hands of a child a second 


-time. If requests come from teachers with reference to the 


‘assignment of certain books they are complied with; otherwise 


the distribution is made by a library attendant. 

The books selected for these school circulating libraries are 
not intended to be used in connection with school studies, though 
some of them may be and are so used. The intention was to 
choose good books which a child would be likely to read and 
enjoy, with a view to ¢ultivating the habit of reading, by putting 
into the hands of the child something outside his school routine, 
which would be attractive and profitable to him. In short, to 
give every child in the public schools some acquaintance with 
good ‘literature. These books are in charge of the principal at 
each school, and are given out for home reading under very 
simple regulations. In. very many instances they are read by 
other members of the family, beside the pupil to whom loaned. 
The pupil may also have a library card and draw books from the 
Public Library, in addition to those which he gets at school. 

In this manner the public school houses really become branch 
libraries, from which the books of the library circulate among the 
families of the immediate neighborhood. For the first time, an 
effort was made this year to keep an adequate record of the use 
of the books. By a simple system which does not require much 
effort or time on the part of the teacher, a receipt is taken when 
a book is loaned out, and the counting of these tickets at the 
end of the month and entering of the figures in the blanks pro- 
vided, furnish a permanent record of the use of each book. In 
this way the circulation of books is reported to the library. It 
is interesting to note that the fourth grade, which had about 20 
different titles, shows a total circulation of 19,692. The most 
popular books, apparently, were “Brownies Around the World,” 
“Stories from Arabian Nights,” “Little Folks in Feathers and 


Fur,” “Robinson Crusoe,” “Black Beauty,” “Captain January,” 


“Under the. Lilacs,” etc. In the fifth and sixth grades the cir- 


F culation was 20,756. The different titles numbered about 40. 


Those which had over 700 readers each were, in the order of their 
popularity, as follows: “Beautiful Joe,” “Good Old Times,” 
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“Polly Oliver's Problem,” “Patriot Schoolmaster,” “Sara 
Crewe,” “Joyous Story of Toto,” “Donald and Dorothy,” ren 
Boys.” In the seventh and eighth grades the circulation was 
8,932. The books are naturally of a character which requires 
more time for their reading. No one book was read 700 times. 
The one which came nearest to it was Mrs. Hamlin’s “Legends. 
of Detroit,” with 622 readers. It may be noted that there were 
more copies of this than of any other book, which will, to some 
extent, account for its large use. Other books most read were 
Baldwin’s “Siegfried,” Fisk’s “War of Independence,” “Zigzags 
in Classic Lands,” Henty’s “Young Carthaginians,” “Rudder 
Grange,” Cooper’s “Pioneers,” etc. 

The circulation from the Central High School is estimated 
upon a basis of the record kept during the four months of occu- 
pancy of the present building, at 37,734. The circulation from 
the eastern and western high schools was 6,630; from the gram- 
mar schools 49,380, making a total home circulation from the 
school houses of 93,744. The following shows the enrollment 
in the several grades using the books and the circulation from 
the schools which showed a total circulation of 1,000 books and 
upward: 


ENROLLMENT. CIRCULATION. 
BarstOW! 222 = seas7 ee euaee eee Se ee ee. Bee 1,006 
(Berny ct Sho he Se eee 2 MBSR = fs cee ee ee ee 1,804 
BiShOpsa4 sce So aes Bee Se BG See ve 4 eee 4,802 
BSS. oes th Dy. ee TG a2 202) 2 Spe ee eae 2.040 
ID Witie lg cst Seas corte ee D865 2.8504 Bae ee 1,967 
Hiverettcs=-6: 2288 3) ees ae BL a ee Be 2 ee -1,322 
INCOM te eee eo hee E5067) gual -ak es eee 1,240 
HanGock:, 244 tik wires eerie BASS Pasa: 206 1 BE Re 1,466 
POeNSOM J: eels Sek ES Ae 498)»: Bintan ee 3.029 
Norvell's3 fe ule te eas BOO eee ele Seca agi 1,774 
Biteher kc Pee he ten eee ead BOO wes. cy eet Serer ee 1,058 
Pappas fee eee AOS oe 5 we cele ROR Saas 1,910 
(iiden Askew hay eee eee B6h ices rd ee ees 1,240 
Was Hing 60 nee See eee ees BS8) 6S eS es ee 1,376 
VCD SECT: aire ae are ieee 568.2 2s 5 ayaa e sae 2,921 

by, A WilinSty =e See eee ee 243A. 5 eee 2 ae a 1,829 
Wiis tng 3s aa eee ee S040 Se eee ene 1,541 


_ It will be noted from the above that the use of library books 
in the several schools bears no uniform relation to the number 
of children in the schools. The Berry, with an enrollment very 
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much less than the Barstow, shows almost double the circula- 
tion. The Cass, with an enrollment more than 4o per cent 
greater than the Bishop, shows less than half its circulation. 
‘Those schools which show a relatively large circulation are the 
Berry, Bishop, Jefferson, Norvell, Webster and Wilkins. The 
probability is that these figures represent, in some degree at 
least, the interest which the teachers in these several schools 
take in the distribution of the library books and the enthusiasm 
which they encourage in their pupils for such reading. 


The Mayor, in his recent annual message, advocates the estab- 
lishment of-an eastern and a western branch library. It may be 
said that the distribution above described of library books from 
the school houses in all parts of the city answers, to a certain 
extent, the purpose of branch libraries. Good books are sup- 
_ plied to a large number of schools, and they are taken home by 

the pupils. While they are primarily for the reading of the 
children they are, nevertheless, read by other members of the 
family, and in many instances have been the means of leading 
them directly to the library and the drawing of books therefrom. 
Branch libraries are unquestionably desirable, and when the time 
comes that the city authorities feel that the cost of establishing and 
maintaining them can be well afforded, the Commission will be 
sure to exercise its best judgment in selecting books therefor 
and in equipping such branches on a scale suitable for their 
economical management.’ At the same time, it must be confessed 
that there is considerable expense involved. If any‘are estab- 
lished, manifestly two will not be sufficient. The situation in 
Detroit is in some respects peculiar. All street railways come 
down to the business center of the city, or give transfers to it. 
All the cars of the’ Detroit Railway, except the cross-town line, 
which: gives transfers; pass directly in front of the library. The 
Woodward, Jefferson, Grand River, Third, Myrtle, Michigan, 
Gratiot, Chene, Brush and Trumbull cars pass within one block - 
of the library, while the Fort Street and Congress aud Baker cars 
pass within two blocks. It is easy to reach the library from any 
point in the city or suburbs. All the cars of suburban lines come 
down to the center of the city on some one of the streets named 
‘above. ° ‘3 . 

No branch could be placed in either the east end or the west 
end which. would ‘so well accommodate the residents of those 
extreme portions of the city as-does the central library. If one 
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were placed near West Fort street it would not be convenient to 
the residents of the territory northward. If it were placed near 
Baker street it would be open to the same objection. So, at the 
east end, if a branch were established near Jefferson avenue, the 
residents about Gratiot avenue would never visit it. The only 
solution, in my opinion, would be the establishment of two 
branches on or near main thoroughfares in the east end, a like 
number in the west end, and also one some distance out Wood- 
ward avenue. This makes five branches which would appear to 
be necessary, if any are to be provided, since it would be hardly 
fair to favor the residents of one extremity of the city to the 
excltision of all others. Such branches would be very useful 
and would, without doubt, be highly appreciated and well patron- 
ized. Several branches are maintained in Cleveland, Minne- 
apolis, Boston, Toronto and other cities. 


One of the pleasant events of the year was the visit to Detroit 
of the American Library Association on the 5th of September. 
The Association held a four days’ conference in Cleveland, and 
then took a recess for a trip to Mackinac, where the concluding 
session was held. One day was spent in Detroit, and the library 

entertained the visitors with a drive through the best residence 
portion of the city, around Belle Isle park and a lunch at the 
Casino. They were also given a dinner at one of the club houses 
at the Flats. Among the members present were representatives 
of the chief libraries of the country, from Maine to Montana and 
from New Orleans to Denver. Many of them had never before 
seen Detroit, and there can be no doubt that they carried away 
with them a very favorable impression of the city, and especially 
of its Public Library. They were interested in inspecting all 
the departments of the institution and in noting all the details 
of its administration. Being experts in matters of this kind, they 
were capable of passing judgment upon every point, and the 


fact that many commendations were heard and no serious criti- 


cisms, may be ground for possible self-congratulation. 

At any rate, it was a delightful visit to all concerned, and I am 
sure that the people connected with the library enjoyed it quite 
as well as any others. Before adjournment the association 
adopted a resolution expressing pleasure in the visit and thanks 
for the courtesy and hospitality of the library. Having been the 
president of this association in 1895, it afforded me very great 


Se 
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- personal satisfaction to welcome its members upon this visit to 
my own domain. 


A new departure was taken late in the year in placing upon the 
shelves some 70 volumes of books printed in Braille type for the 
use of the blind. The matter was first agitated in the newspapers 
and appeared to strike a popular chord at once. Several blind 
persons who had small libraries of their own volunteered to 
present a number of books to the library for the benefit of their 
blind friends. These with the books bought by the Commission 
form quite a collection, which is already bringing great joy and 
comfort to a dozen or more of those who are shut out from all 
the privileges. which sight affords. 


Mention was made in the last report of the action of the De- 
troit Medical and Library Association in turning over to the 
Public Library its entire collection of books and pamphiets. 
These with the books already on hand gave us a medical library 
of upwards of 3,000 volumes. While many of these are out-of- 
date, so far as medical science is concerned, and are chiefly of 
historical interest, there is, nevertheless, a very great amount of 
live and valuable medical literature on our shelves. In order 
to make this available, the library has undertaken to do what 
it has not yet done for any other department, and that is to make 
a thorough and complete analytical catalogue upon cards of the 
subjects treated in the various volumes. This includes several 
hundred periodical publications and transactions of medical so- 
cieties. This work has been in progress some seven or eight 
months, and is yet far from completion. Students in the dental 
departments of the medical colleges are now urgent for the 
library to supply books relative to their specialty, This raises 
the question as to what extent the library would be justified in 
going in the purchase of books for a class or profession. 


On the 5th of October fire in a down-town bindery destroyed 
345 volumes belonging to the library. Of these 184 were fiction, 
loss small, and other copies easily procured. The most serious 
feature of the affair was the loss of a dozen or so of early 
volumes of Detroit newspapers, which it will be extremely diffi- 
cult, if not impossible, to replace. No insurance covered the 
_ value of the books destroyed. Since that time the binders who 
do work for the library have taken out policies of insurance to 
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the amount of $500 each to protect the library from a similar 
misfortune in the future. 

During the past year 5,884 volumes were bound by contract 
in outside binderies at a cost of $3,148.80, an average of a little 
over 53 cents per volume. The library bindery was maintained 
at a cost of $1,123.85, for the repair of books and pasting of 
labels, etc., preparatory to placing books on the shelves... In 
this shop 11,680 books were repaired, 1,450 books were re-sewed 
and re-cased, beside other work done, as above mentioned. 


Sunday opening is still a mooted question in some localities, 
though the principal libraries in all parts of the country are now 
open on Sundays-and holidays. A few libraries permit books to 
be drawn out for home reading, as on other days. The general 
practice is to limit the use of the books to those who read in 
the building. This library has been open on Sundays for the 
past eleven years. The attendance of late years has been quite 
uniform. The records of the library show that the number of 
visitors on Sundays and holidays last year was over 33,000, an 
average of 636 for each Sunday... The hours of opening are 2 to 9 
p. m., and the arrangement of the building is such that the 
presence of three attendants is necessary, one each in three differ- 
ent rooms. Thesé attendants, with one exception, are voluntéers 
from the staff, who alternate in Such manner that no one of them 
is present every Sunday. Extra compensation is allowed for 
Sunday and holiday service. 


In presenting the statistics of the library I again call attention, } 


to the fact that they are below rather than above the actual fact. 
In several departments free access to the shelves is permitted, and 


it is impossible to know definitely the exact number of books. 3 


used. The statistics, however, show the use approximately and 
answer the purpose sufficiently. 


Number of. Library cards issued in 1892 - 4,959 
2 Ye ff sf 1893 5.585 
te 6 ia 66 1894 6,149 
c 66 66 oe 1895 . 5,470 
66 66 6s 30) ' 1896 6;462 
Whole number of valid cards ; (28,625 
No. of books in the Library January 1, 1896 ' 139,360 
Added since by purchase___..__..- ..4_. 5,819 © Bea NN 
cats iftl oe esse, eee 1,037 
as uu binding periodicals .__- - 287 
oe : ‘hl aos 
, Total a ge ae 146,508 
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Withdrawn— 
mk condemned, worn out.______- 1,925 146,503 
ye LOSt. DY, firesaee mee ee ok eta 345 
Jost and paid for.... ...__.- 2,180 
-—— ; 2 450 
Net No. of books December 31, 1896 144,053 


Of the 1,925 books worn out, 1,819 were fiction. 


The following shows the number of volumes added in each of the 
following classes: 


Bibliography... 2-22-2112 124 MING aris meatelaes ee ree 158 
Syclopedias _ 82. 2... <5 ‘48 iteraturers sess esses ase 381 
Literary periodicals -____-_- 212 PER ISGO Tite eee ee as 452 
Philosophy --.-..-- ee ER 104 ADE ae ee See ee ye 196 
SOND Eh 5 a ee 212 Biography ee ee - 252 
ROEIOIORY (oo feces GL: 1,190 iGhIOnM eee Mewes Bee 2,368 
EMULOOB ya S228) 2a ses 21 Gea neat yee oe res 92 
RO LCLICE Mee mete Fae F OG 764. Hrenchisewhtene see. bosey eae 12 
CISC ULI eee ee 562 Dotaleee eee Me 7,148 


The Library was open 309 days for the drawing of books for home 
reading and 365 days for consultation of books in the building. 


Home circulation from the Library 370,171 
= vi it ‘© Schools 98,744. 
Total home circulation 468.915 

No. of books consulted at the Library = 427214 
Total use of books 891.129 
Unbound periodicals read 185,658 
Total use, 1896 1,076. 787 


The following shows the percentage of circulation of books of the 
several classes: 


Library Home 

Reading Reading 
Gyelopedias te. 2 222-2 S22 8 TOSS ee on eset ss ee Comet 
Literary periodicals_-..._._._--- 15 OTe ee. See Unt Neraaee 1.28 
JELAINCGSISY OY 1h ope A a a a Batt a Weta Pea pe pS Oe se tase SIR 0.82 
Peo O Mes eee Mea ee Bape ds CARGO seo Ny Nieheatis SECRETE Yak, Pee sah 1.03 
SCL OLO MV em ey serene aN wk Sot A Ola PRL Met eee Aa ne 1.48 
EMLOSODDV 25 05. Soo. Pan lee LS Eft? Pala pre a a We A a Va 0.10 
SISRCIIC CMR tn puma A Aaa ACs Wie sneer law hee alk) ees 1.59 
Hse i lyamhste re oe eS OSG A ot tan ee eee EL le nea ee 1,65 
INGHAM 2 ne ooh se ata 1b SOacs eee ek Ue tee ee 1.23 
WEEETAD UTC wet ee on 2a ees GiOQ tae oe opm Siew nk eR REN 2.90 
BISCO Vie tt ee ne et Se TA Mieco ee ee ae nN ad eee 3.25 
AVC ee eee ges Se NRE ae oes PS OM hs Ea eaes SMe pe SESE Oe id eee 2.38 
iooma phy eet ostes os aee eee SRE: Qe ae axles yp A See See fe 2.29 
IGilON See sad cee ae Oe ore SPS IRS TR ate, a a ee 8 53.58 
Juvenile fiction----- SE aR) Pn eyes Rl 5. 3th 20.39 
(Werimanl eee. Oe Vater. oy 3 (edie s Beis ete ee re ees 4,36 
UTI) Me eerie pe ae te So RS er, 0:66 ee ee ees Sere Oe ee 0.50 
OS ee te ewe See ee RSD let ae ek Sse a 1.16 
Other languages .. ...-..----<-- OMSOLee ace Be tags ee Oe A Rn 
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Statistical Summary. 


Population of city, census 1894 238, 264 
“No. card holders 28,625 
No. of books in library 144,053 
Total circulation of books 891,129 
Average daily circulation at the library 2,372 
Largest day at the library Jan. 26 3,630 
Smalest day at the library June 30 1,476 
No. Sunday and holiday visitors 33.000 
Delinquent books brought in by collector 227 
Fines collected for detention of books, etc. $1,229 90 
Hxpended for books and periodicals . . -.$10,073.66 
Cost of maintenance, aside from book 

purchases and catalog printing "> $82)877_26 


HENRY M. UTLEY, 
: Librarian. 


APPENDIX. 


Following are the names of donors to the Library during the year, 


with the number of volumes and pamphlets given by each: 


Vols. 
PMCs Wall LiaTiie, mSUALCLOL. $ toe ma etirhacks). « ceencazenn ham 142 
American Climatological Association ,................... 2 
American Congregational Association...................5 
UIMerIGAM. HOTesbrysAssOCiatiON tons at son tentnateetnae ss 
Anitenicany ELUmANesASSOCIALION « 6scc0 octane aie 
American Institute of Homeeopathy.........<..0.% 00164. 9 
American Laryngological- ASsociatlOon if... . 0c )e. ae dene 1 
eR Ee Liny Ate OTE OLU Re cas Ns tctia Recs os oie dina: obi sack asta weiss 
Bebe Walliam Cy; UnioniwWillagetOi- or. 3,.. 4.0, aewidevecse 1 
mavcock..& Wilcox Co., New Y OPK... 5 sleds oops oyna 5 1 
Balch Hhomase Wi Ebiladel pias: sfec.. ob ab wc ore eee uf 
uM VUESad Lb) PMG ULOLtA ao sake eke clete 6 cos ae eons 
Peron edie Vise OURO Umea eves cea abet. e vets agie tmnt warts 
POO ee Act Lom ODOM basa ters. act alse, ses mibiekcpa susie ere sas 5 
IEEE CRD UNE Dora ec) ieee Stee oat raise eo Anes Gey cites 2 
Boston Health Department. © 142.5. 2.05 tent vadtew &- ute qpatniors 1 
HOSCOM MECOLG COMMISSIONEHS!.© «cis -tunew inc os yous ye sfeeyee 2 
Boston Young Men’s Christian Union.................... 1 
BerO iti O Leen. ot DO UTOLU oe ee c.27 hse, cue eee pice cp heasinda eee ee 1 
Brymner, D., Ottowa get hare Manes kit wee: She etal 
Buffalo Charity Organization Society . Te Ne en ee ley 
ital OmeELisuOrl Cal SOCLOLY,. is .Prao seater, come jeed pa setae alae 
Bunker Hill Monument Association, Boston ...... 8 hs 2 
HSE SOSS PA ALO MOC UTOL Us sam on yileah cool «8. ly) tile Bartha medal tae 1 
Burcess) Rev. Rrederick,, Detroit. .7- 22.2. 92) stint 7 
Cadbury, Richard, Birmingham, England................ 1 
GaicOrmMiagl Ninoy BUTCAT wool. ot <i piiaeiete omnia de ree 
Sarmpociisav aleria,< Wotate Of gin ou ow cpt tae sea See eee 15 
Canada, Educational Department of, Ontario............ 41 
Panada, Geological Surveys cc <2 <2 vg. dve as dees te gp tie ees 
nana age ba vent) OMe spac see venues ee eres eter eege 1 
@anada. RoyaliSociety Of. 0... 2.0.2. sed oa. ose + Senaaeere I 
Candler Nate, Detroltsn eae a ss. 442s Toit See he 2 


ponamberiain, Lal. New YOrk si. = .2teeeea linet ss 2D 


Pamph. 
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Vols. Pamph. 


Chamberlin, Lb. Ea DevnOlirrscscsee ca ata te eel aereienete 5 
Chicago Board’ of Trade seasonal tee ooh he etree ar 1 
Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce........--..-.-+/-+--..-- 1 
Civil Service Reform League, Washington .............-. 
Connecticut Board of Healthe tcc. 2ssecee aes ee eee 1 
Connecticut; Labor Bureau ac. a... tne eieteut er tet ee 2 
Conover, Mary, Detroit.......... RNa bes 2 ther ess 4 
Cooked 'P. Boston See ee see tie oa hee aoe Renee tel nee ee 1 
Coughliny Jonna Detroit 2 amet aries eee 21 
Crocker! Us Hs, “Bostomtnesscssneern cele wees tener ae ree 1 
Qusiis GRy INS, HONG OI ce teeter ere eee teen ene 4 
Colleges and Universities: 

Amberst! Colles 6 syns sce Acie steno rs Sere ie emp oaeihge 
ALIZONay UNI Versiby OL sal thece eee eis eter artes 
Armour Institute, Chicago.......... ag sealer Le I eae ato 
Bowdoin-College ai seiengu ree omen oes oe eee ene 
Californiah Universtiy Of 62... eee esse eee eee 
@harleston, College ofie 22.5.2 ae eee eee 
Chicavo; University Oly... svg: eerie ete. cee eee 1 
Colorado; Universitys0f . -a-2..- shee tee eee ee 1 
OolumibiaiCollege:,.c-Los ok ons eles Dee Oe ea Oe eee 2 
Cornell Uni versity .< cuss toch eee 
EPA We U NI VeLsiby LAs cihen sem ce nee ee eee 1 
Ear vard Wnbversity ec 2 o:.ccetsctos Ae oak Ten ee ae 3 
Lowa; University. of. >.<... is8.2-.- RD Te ihc ers 
JOHNS HOpkinssUNLVersi bye. coe ©. ee ec saan eee 1 


eland Stanford) 1. University cs see eee eee eee eee 
McCormick Theological Seminary.........2.... 2e02.. 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology .................. 
Michigan Agricultural College :-..<...........04.- esse 15 
Michigan Mining School 
Michigan University sl. cse- een secre eee 
Missouri Agricultural College 
Mt blolyoke College: so) 61 aes ee ee ee 
Nebraska; 1UNLVersityiOf-j-assce Jat keene eee eee ee 
INE WeYOLrk, SUiNiVeTSIty Of e525 aaa- oe ere ne cope ane ] 
Northwestern University 220-20 s eee eee 
Norwich University, Vermont 
Oberlin’ College 's; aka. oho ee ceee aoe eee 
Pennsylvania, University of% .. . So ace eee 1 
Princeton Theological Seminary 
Tulane University 


3 


bet eet 
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ADAG Bu RUNS wet) Sea (00a en ie rh eka ee Cee 1 1 
Davies, Rt. Rev. Thomas’ l., Detroit ..............2..... 20 
emoninrn er  Si ri i eer nS. Peete. Adawdertds 1 
Pea Vahes ee ING WY OPED, | etehs Oe oS. 9 btteh Sates 4 wrlwthiont 1 
Me Pevsughy.)-sWes- New YOrk 6:2) 0.44. {-elaes sor aki. 2 
Detroit Association of Charities.....67....0cec.0.1 0. yak 1 
IBOALGEO LSE ealiGhiiets. stat oer agts ee ales Sumeeaelnls aie 1 x 
BCardoL eeu liGeWiOTKS..ccbyectel, wescwste apace h 1 
Centennial. Committees... ere. o. ae eee ul 
oly REIT BOE Saeed eee eee ae a 4 
Medical and Library Association................. 1 
Park & Boulevard Commission................... 1 
ride OO IMLS] ON eet tan) cA H eee th teat Ga) cc 1 
PE KOTS Oye ts, OCELO liken exh. he nye ei EY ee ners Me 1 2 
ISS RMUNSULUULC  SAleMi<, tah ince ee. Kc s caro eaebane chiee 1 
MOU UME ELLOL tia.t acne acctccagun s PAA is ctor bottaw kaee E 1 
Gest LOMAS a Ne We VOLK cticsciicec- > sian hone ene: 1 
Farmer, Silas, Detroit... Ee ne Pe es ae AERO SEROTEC 
Field Columbian Museum, Chicago... Pee eS ee ee 7 
iticnGeorce Willimatic;, Commins = sures. boteet stents if 
Kriends, Yearly bestug Oe: Peet: aT nae 1 
Furman, Alfred A., Clifton, New York » Pie aber At Gehaiek hu. Sie 1 
Gildehaus, Charles, "St. GIS erase entra TEAS MES ep a 
SoMlcaGe Mere Philad oliplitavek om, «cod rine eteiriaan sate be 24 
Great Britain, Patent Office...... ELT SE RAR Tes d eee fie 4 
BLCCIeR Oe A Ts. DUSbOMM peter ire ore naissit.n bets, aes arisen eta. 5 44 
ELEC ea 53 NWVOLCESHEI trea as ond cn. on AA clas 2 
reuse carts, WCLTOLUE = Anes wees oe ect etsy DRE std ep yb 
JEL alia ORO Der ald BUSY Ti KON eae oreo BP eet eae MR cor cre eco rel ge Latins al 
Hart, Gilbert, Detroit ..... Re cee Sy ta eael ean it 
Harvard Medical Alumni Association .........- A sete ced, 2 
Wath acOnsplavesof, Detroitine poten «a. ail ch ane uae 2 
Bie lmaA TWis, IOSULOLD Weeytw eae sete oem foe. SB Meola telat 3 15 
UGS Ger. Lala VE, etn Obs, cos: chasse ls < ait te dene edt 1 
Eupbard Bela, Wstate.of, Detrolbh: 205 qu ats Societe ee BBL 
Indian Rights Association, Philadelphia................. Bie 
Owen GEO] OMICall SUV Ven soon sleig hei Sinscyeheretiamerniey onl ERPs 1 
ented a Eee eo Iiadel nha. 2 ccelargs can race aetsriee ve delhi 1 
WSATISHS eT OOALC OLeAOFICULOUTC hy settee, Aone ee tees se 3 
Kentucky, Polytechnic Society of ../..°5....../..0...6. ate 1 
Keine ELOra GlOMEss INGWer YOLK. 5. .\.haipdses ode acaes ae Me A. 1 
ehiendi¢nst, Stanley, Detroit ls... 8: ce are che ojepeietitd a aye 1 
UMN Hayward, DebrOlbrmas-meneos ysl ecay ates ee. 9 
inemnowell, Albert, Cambridge: >... niin. ..o 2a tet een 1 


Remeoate. Or, OH Detfoitud p s.0iko i acy. J a0 | 7. RB 
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Vols. Pamph. 
ly tlecJoun Jd. Philadelphia eae saemaeser pret een 1 
Inbraries : 2 
Allegheny, Carnegie Library .............0.0-.0. sess eeeee ; 
Baltimore, Enoch Pratt Library ...............-+-0+---+- 
Baltimore, Peabody Institute Library...........-.....--- 1 
Battle Creek, Public Library 22 2 ...4.2eeh eer ere = 
Boston PUble Wibraryoeeeccec. feet: dete = stewart eaeeele 1 
Bridgeport, Conn., Public Library........ we eRe I tity 5. 
Brookline Public library... cs vcgne pyc oe eee 
BrooklynwLibrary: <steacs.e 1+ wecee een eos eee eee 
Brooklyn Union for Church Work Library..... Sita NE 
BU alO LiDTAar yeaheah ee eee Ree ere are It 
Burlington, Vt., Fletcher Library ee ctor Ars, or: 
Butte, Mont., Public Sibrary iy. ee oe eee eee 
California State Library ooo Ol aie ce eee ] 
Carditt, -Wales,-Puablic, Library,. aes... sete aee ee eee 
Chicago PublicWiibraryr ss ceases ye eer ae ee eee 
CincinnaticPublieluibrary sc) ce sneer ae 1 
CleyvelandsPubligWibrary;. see sees eee eat anaes eme 
Croyden, Eng., Public Library ....)......... JMS ees 
Dayton: PublicHuilbratys sce. sens eee ee oes 
Denver Eup MCA Oral yaenaer ease AUR ent 
Wau.Claire: Public Libranys «cs csc eee ee eee 
Germantown; .Pa., Friends? Wibraryes......200eeaees os 
Glasgow, Bailie’s Institution Library ...................- 
Gloversville Pablic lulbraty .2. 2.0.24) «2 aes eee 
Grandg.napids Public, Library sc- sco. 0 ee eee 1 
EarlemsPulblic Ibi branyarscmen sees. cara eee 
HarttordsPublic library: ssc eee een eee 
HarnvardeUniversity lui bParyac kins eee eae eee ee 
Helena, Mont., Public Library 
Hoboken Public Library, od: oben oa ee 
Jamestown, N. Y., James Prendergast. Library 
Jersey City Public ibeary iP Aten kk aad pe ae eee 
Lawrence, Mass., Public Library 
heyton, Mhg., PablicLitbraryycevdantnd See ae 
London, Clerkenwell Public Library. ....... 2.0... ...000. 
London, St. Martin-in-the-fields Library ................. 
Los Angeles Public Library..<:.c.0 ene ee eee 
Louisville, Polytechnic Institute Library 
Lynn, Mass., Public Library 


He He POR 


= 
BEEP Pe PN EFeENNOH WEE EP EP ee Pwr 


deci fle / wea ld. alec pean ens a eee ee 1 
Manchester,. N.°H.,Public-Library... )..2iue< wea i! 
Manchester, Eng. Publié Library.is 060.2. eee 1 
Massachusetts State Library Commission ................ 4 
Michigan State bibrary ico7,,. 080 7&6 ee ee 37 14 
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maewatkes PUBIC UTADPATY, ov. can a. oes ccbebol alee. 1 


Minneapolis Public Library 
New Bedford Public Library .......... CASS Jette. i. 
New Hampshire Library Commission .......... 

New Hampshire State Library 
New Haven Public Library .. EY. yh Mate nts. 
lewd ersey State library in ¢oads ons vex ch PeacdlenSasoe cod 
New York, Aguilar Library . 

New York, Maimonides fiorare. RR eh Na ehe Arte 
New York, Mechanics & Tradesmen’ s Library. ta ate te: 
mew ork, Mercantile Library cij..0.. .csssucd dv odes ee Baa 
Newark Public Library ny ae Sees bles NA ets ae St 
Newton, Mass., Public Library. ook, MAE ec BR eh aa ace 
Norhhampton, Horbes Library! .-....2.-fic uti adel. 
Preset, PMORALY Oty s Pies uly asscstbbrgn MRA RE UE detad ahora t 
Eee ia La EAP Yost ooo a1. ge ee Recta PAHO ee, 
PACTS Ge SEAMEN TRY eh ine Soe Oe oy area 
Poweurket Pablic Library. .csesie a $s ad Ak AOR. ent 
PESO MUD LOCAL cp cece venecoe coe hehe Reo Petes, en 
Philadelphia City Institute Library .....................-. 
Philadelphia, Library Company Library .................. 
Philadelphia, Apprentices’ Library..............0.0.00.0 0 . 602 8 ® 
iccsbourey Carnegie wLibrary .)acccabiers sectosh eo alae urna nal 
elyanoutihy: Hg. Piblic Library ve cpa... adeeb a 
iRonmard. Ore: Publiesutbrary: ve..; cs Ae. aie ee dates bb 
oueMkeepsie <EUbliG WIbTAry oc f..5 aie occ, sinbencteeess elelo one eels ane 
Providence, Athenaeum Library ..........0..0......5- aoe 
eOmiGence, Buble wulOTAl Va, aey-us sucys ot emsheaeiiernet acme. Gal 
emo (hc PHULIG Li OPATY, hx css.) coe ittetand tania vay e™ 
UME Tew CAlegel WOLLG MU DLALy & faci seeker Pekar aah 
Rochester, Reynolds Library ............0..... A cape mah Lites 
SUA OSeD iM MO. MbliceLpbralyes. cog q+ ase s.seersear Gram 
Simeuours,, Mercantile: Iibrarys soso. -oudaedalnoy a sroac seus 
Se Louis Public Library. ..i...Wereniaianeenieven oat! 
Sitp J2ZhuETSADNOIING WINONA ene tain ePeon na ole Onin) ir Gece eerie 
Salem, Mass),, Public Library)... 1... .e-saee esate: oles 
San lL rancisco, Mechanics Library ss jo.ses eee ere ee 
San Francisco, Mercantile Library .........%-..+-.-.-...: 
SMM rAnelsco UIC WiDTaby mrs ora. «eyes eee eee ee 
Scranton Public Library..........,...-. Satan ae 
Sexutle Mu bMewibrary, oredr ines ue Mette shee t 
Somerville, Mass., Public Library ......... Aube td ints od abe 
Springfield, Mass., Public Library .........)-.--0+ sess e050: 
Syracuse, Central Library ........-.-.:2-6s0b ener setters 
*'Taunton, Mass., Public Library «....-... neo. .98 rece oe 


— 
Se op yp 


<2) 


pa: 
BPrPrROWrRHHE OM 


— 


pee 
SS oS oN oe SE Re eH ESN HE Re Se ee aoe ee EE ee pe 


= 


26 LIBRARY COMMISSION REPORT OF 1806. 
Vols. Pamph. 


Tokyo; Japan, Bublic Library 2... -21 10+ aot eee 1 
MorOntoneUblic LHbrary seme e oo dec cleats nee eerie 1 
Vermont State Library Commission..........+---.+.++++- 1 
WarrenrCounty; l., uibrary 222-24: «8 = onset alae 3 
Wilkesbarre, Osterhout Library......-....+..----++ +--+: 1 1 
Wilmington, Del., Institute Library ...............:....: 2 
Windsor, Out., Publie‘Library... 39... 5 2. = «ety ees iia 1 
Woreester Public Dibrary.2--c...-2ss- sass eee 1 i 
McGarry, Mrs. Fannie E., Detroit. <2... 2250.0). ses rekon 14 
MeMillan, James, Detroitmecas. tenet omen etre ire 18 1 
Maine LaborBureauss ees sare oe: cee ol in eee ee 1 
Massachusetts Board of Health .............-..-..-..-42- 1 
Board. Ofsnnaey swe spe ae ecient 1 
Labor Bureau sss \ actress. eee eae 2 
Railroad Commissioners ...............--. 1 
Record Commissioners ........... ..2---<- 1 
Mayhew Mirss Trays Detrott: «.csrsmacwe «2 occ ereeeerestocts 67 
Melville; Henrys Newey Orky.2:2 ee eine ic Satori ae il 
Michigan, Banking Departmen tes. .ts.54.-eer aeons 1 
Superintendent of Public Instruction...-...... 1 
State: Medical Society ek... ame ae & Boa 1 
Minwegentw.cE..2Detroitsaatccan . eee etn one cone 1 
Missouri, GeologicaliSurveysa.. acae ete oases Eee eee 8 il 
Monte) Si As,SDCUrOlin. eh: acy eck ec eee ot Seneca en 1 
Munson, My roneA., New Gaveni sy... (eae unr 1 
Miaarraiy. AvadiaeDCbLOMM cer a.ssasiernlte otters eae ee eI i 
National Democratic Committee... .....5!si.0..22.06.. 5-5 1 
Nebraska Historical Society... 0-2-2. eee ecke eae 1 
New pete, Adjutant General yt eat eae eee ee 1 
GeologicaljSurvey a. eee ee eee 1 1 
Industrial School for Girls ......... Sota aie 2 
Prison “Board nee. st Gace ERO eee en 1 
New York Central Railroad Co. ...... kid, Pree Se ee 1 
Civil Service) Commnissio mee a] .ee cee eree ee 1 
E'AP ICTS 4) Seiase once oad oe Geo a ee o mt 
WorestzCommissiOnie a. 4) ieee eee eee 1 
GaboriBureauyetie. made eee Hi hands 2 
Ohio Board.of Agriculture .eenecneeeee oe eee eae ; 4 
Lahor, BUrea (o24 ests ocak cee ee ee 1 
Parvin, is, Pbtladelpiiiais as act-ceoet oem, coe eee eee 1 
Pepper, David) Philadel phiave.i eee eee Hie athe ie 
Peters) Hugeney. Washino tonsa assoc eee eee i 
pe euep aie College of Physicians and Surgeons ......... 1 
Times . JsPolechg lectneiaee qs, TOES 5 qe ae ree i 
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Presbyterian Hospital, New York...... ities. Peal Rae 
Biierke nA. A SIAK VIC 2.25.3 08h onc nl. ce hese lc 
Providence, Record Commissioners of ................. 
Seetwer, Kober, Detroit. 2: sce fs cesiek ic orel vets... 

enode Island, ~Boatd Of Héalth=o0..6, A. ced. beeen 
PORE a5). FN pe SLUSK OR OM xa n¥ tt inch hee. Matcahohe.. oes 


Royal Historical Society, London.......... 


UO KOs eA eS. NCW YON 2m: bia sersAcue chia atone 


LOWE yin an} WetTOll.: es. a. Gass t ashe oe ke 

Sutro, A., San Francisco ....... SR har Oe Td ee ae 
phemmessees Boardsof Health. 22 piecne .c<2c0 oe cee < ease 
ihtayer. George, Rochester, No Y. -2....s0e..-s 0600 oe 


United States Government: 


Buream of American Republics: ?.ss....%,. <trkw. os 4 
TECRU CATION steve tet toac teins Ronee. cane ec ena ee E 


LWiGAGIOLS Fan oe ON sata ath Hey ta era 

Goust and Geodetic Survey «6.6.6 tej) cee nsec eee 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 


To the Board of Education: 


Gentlemen—The effect of the war excitement upon the 
library was one of the most notable features of the year. The 
circulation of books for home reading continued to increase 
month by month over the corresponding months of the pre- 
ceding year up to the first of May. Then the war news apparently 
took precedence of everything else; and the demand for books 
fell off in a most remarkable manner. The May circulation 
showed a decrease of 21 per cent, compared with the previous 
May, and the June circulation a loss of 16 per cent. The. July 
and August circulation also showed loss, and it was not until 
October that it fully caught up to what it had previously been. 

The same effects were noticed in other departments of the 
library. The reading rooms were almost deserted, and the card 
registry office indicated that people were giving very little atten- 
tion to the attractions which the library offers. The public mind 
was absorbed by passing events. The daily newspaper furnished 
about all the reading matter for which the people cared. Then, 
too, a considerable number of young men had enlisted in the 
army and the naval reserve. Many of these had been frequenters 
of the library. Their absence affected not only the use of their 
own library cards, but that of other members of their families, 
who, overwhelmed with anxiety on their account, had very little 
appetite for matters literary. Public attention generally was 


_riveted on things relating to the army and the navy, and only 
-after the excitement had entirely subsided did it return again to 


its normal state. 
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Another noteworthy incident in the same line was the almost 
total cessation of book publishing. The uncertainty as to the im- 
portance and duration of the war led publishers to exercise 
great caution. Even books in hand were held back, for the 
obvious reason that during the war excitement there would be 
no sale for them. The market was practically dead. Since the 
peace negotiations showed the crisis to be over, there has been 
ati effort to catch up and the output of books has been unusually 
large. Especially is this the case with such as relate to military 
and naval affairs, Cuba, Porto Rico, the Philippines, of which 
there have been many. Books of this character are now greatly 
sought by readers, and every new one finds an eager taker. 


The relations of the Public Library with our public schools 
continue as heretofore. The use and appreciation of the books 
distributed in this way among the children are steadily growing. 
The interest in the work of circulating good books is also grow- 
ing among the teachers. These facts are becoming more appar- 
ent year by year. 

The Department of Education of Great Britain lately insti- 
tuted inquiries concerning. the connection between public 
libraries and public elementary schools in Great Britain and 
America. The report upon this inquiry, which was issued last 
month, shows that the investigation was very thorough. It 
goes quite fully into details respecting the work among children 
of the public schools by the libraries of Great Britain and 
America. It is very interesting to note to what wide extent this 
work has grown in recent years. dt is of special interest to us 
to see that the commissioner devotes a full page to an explana- 
tion of the system which prevails in Detroit. He evidently re- 
gards it as one to be highly approved. Indeed, he distinctly says 
thet Leeds, England, and Detroit furnish good instances of 
methods which are ranked among the best. 
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The vigorous public movement to observe in some appropriate 
manner the bicentenary of the founding of Detroit is familiar 
to all. Many projects for a suitable memorial of the event have 
been suggested. Several of these have included an elaborate and 
beautiful building of a permanent character in a central locality, 
which, after the celebration is over, can be utilized, in part at 
least, for the Public Library. There certainly could be no more 
useful and worthy structure to serve as a lasting memorial than 
one for such a purpose. 

The present library building is only a fragment of the struc- 
ture originally designed. The front has never been built. 
While, by. enlargements and extensions the interior has been 
made to serve its purpose very. well, the exterior is about as 
bizarre as any building could well be. It has neither shape nor 
comeliness, neither elegance nor dignity. Chicago, Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis, have within recent years erected beautiful and 
costly homes for their public libraries. Their citizens are justly 
proud of them. No citizen of Detroit will be likely to call the 
attention of a stranger to our public library building, especially 
of one from Milwaukee or Minneapolis. While we are proud 
of our library, we are not proud of our building. The fire risk 
to the wealth of literary treasure within the building, as experi- 
enced in the late disastrous conflagration, near by us, irom which 
we had so narrow an escape, by a fortunately favoring wind, 
causes no little disquietude, and emphasizes the advisability, if 
in any way practicable, of another less threatening locality. 


Respectfully submitted, 


RICHARD STORRS WILLIS, 
President, 


ioe 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 


To the Commissioners of the Public Library: 


The subjoined report of receipts and disbursements of library 


moneys for the year 1898, shows balance on hand of $20,825.85. 
The fiscal year of the city ends June 30th, so that the library 
must depend for its maintenance during the next six months upon 
the balance on hand. - 


Jan. 1, 1898.—Balance on hand 


Paid for books 


City taxes, 1808) as one mene $35,535.52 
oe eb laetial sot! pee orem atrah tt 2,900.17 
vk re 1896, and previous.. 2,089.75 


Co. Treas., Fines and penalties............. 
Interest on daily balances.................. 
THSUr anes: hero cere he wae eee ae ee 
Library tines! 26-3. asad. «sce or ue tae eek tae 
Sale-of eataloouese ir. ce mae erie ere 
MorslostsbOOksccectoaen acne eer eee cre me eee a 
Hor: books: Sold strat ana co secretes 


Total receipts Drie akeilaus tities araleoteets 


EXPENDITURBS, 1898. 


POP MUGS soisance. oe ashore ata Le are chee 
blanks and stationery...) sac-<0. weet agees sone 
labor andsup plies, tascam ee rian ee 
POStAO Oot ante ener FOS ae eon iat sce irc 
Préighh, avd Oxpyvessnucs ess er eee eee eee 


furniture and fixtures 
librarian’s expenses 
legal expenses 
building improvement 
printing and binding catalogues 
salaries, library staff 

janitor’s staff 


Total disbursements)..on 0 en anche 


Balance on hand, Dee. 31, 1898 
Respectfully submitted, 


CCM OMe ROD See sere cere eceeere teeter eraenen 


PevLOdical SUbSCEIPLLONSa. mse oe feet aoe 
binding and repairing books................... 
PULO Use 5 Secte fags ae catedans rote: mtbedat ait usr Dea eote bye Nea 


ee ee ee re ee er ard 
ee errs 
ee i Ce ee eC ec er cr) 
CC eC ee rc 2 ed 


... $15,790.44 


40,525.44 


... 2,448.20 
26 618 
Soe eee Oe 
os, 249,82 
eee 66.85 
el IOS 
Re 3 15.01 


... $61,059.27 


... $40, 233 , 42 
». 20,825.85 


JOHN S. GRAY, 


Dated December 31, 1898. 


Secretary. 
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classes to which they belong: 


/ 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN, 


To the Commissioners of the Public Library: 

Gentlemen—Herewith is submitted my annual report of the 
progress and operations of the library for the year 1808. 

There have been no events of marked importance in the 
history of the year, so far as the library is concerned. The home 
circulation of books has fallen off slightly, owing, doubtless, to 
the excitement attendant upon the Spanish war, and to the 
increased opportunities for employment. It appears to be a 
fact that when business is dull and there is much enforced idle- 
ness, the demand for reading matter is increased, and it is fair to 
expect the reverse when times are prosperous. 

The number of card holders has increased from 30,249, a year 
ago, to 30,716 at the close of this year. The following shows 


the registration in each of the years named, registration being _ 
valid for only five years: 


ALAS 3 Ree cre EEE aa Sioa lien © Dahon ele ere 6,149 

TRCTOVSY SE Soh SS Fe ah ne RE a eer Baa ree 5,470 

TSO Oye ea Ren anae ae aS aes iat a oli hoe ete eaten ata 6,462 

RC) eRe SREB sods th hr obs, binker Meo aene hea ARS oo aisaaess 6,583 

RSTO SPS Reka e te cea a hn thnk = Reis GRE HOR nae eee atone Ge 6,052 3 
DOT alee Tne AeA SR La eR a eee BIRD USO LO. 


The whole number of books added to the library during the 
year was 8,419, of which 1,373 were bought to replace those 
worn out. The number added includes duplicate copies of 
popular books. 


The following shows the accessions of the year, and the several 


Class. Vo's. Per cent. 


JE WathVoyensty Sn AoE stan athonn oy ocx ao amp mode tr taceo- cee 104 1.23 
(GG aerwil jfarookeiletenceeodec ga see odiioe topper amed uno 274 3.26 
IE iNKes%0) Sth eee Gin MAb ee eo Slo CO OAD Gre arac Haraniane veri 106 1.25 
BMT seats Seine Pes enue tala pw sire eset 215 2.55 
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Class. Vols. Per cent. 
“Sociology, including public documents...........-.... 1,662 19.74 
I= nWi kolo /a ioe oO OER nena Gok eMac udmayt oa 35 0.41 
SC TOTIC Caicos tens a alert hale Wooten sash ors wher elots = 2avepe ete renee me = 365 4, 34 
PACHUCA A “hGie. ss ovnnn oe lela n aiteonel Beato e apelle <enedele ete tedmaet nie eaceaaag 465 5.52 
JUNE NC) gee RM ae caer ip yeeot aK ofs ott or CGE 273 3.20 
IBTUS ee bh ee ree ee Meier ari tesn ohana somtecicu 3c oe 349 4.15 
ISRISOIRZE Sie cee EER On ea ono seek Gc Gig J Ad 805 9.56 
TBI RE Nel eRe Rage EEE Ss PEER TON AGC Saropre od US ec 295 3.50 
ISYONT AT 0) (hee eR ee Da Pee roe aot Ger aoe ss oct 340 4.16 
PW CHUOIS CME Wic cars perenne evens Ooksee ot aeeteden sa alercie set eted ait Seema eee 1,329 15.78 
EVGEOMy LO replace WORT OUb ls ecm ae aces eleietaes sence 1,373 16.30 
(Gieicadicis an each Gk aia Rene aioe eee ena 5 OP RG ica isnt en A Bis On) 392 4.65 
LM GstoVel ieee Gen MEP TOA eR nt, Sh rioy Neocey cee pote 30 0.35 
Osber Wane Uae CSinn) 25:5 Ate wat alcfartys Rosle © oly ele teaser nele 7 oan 
TROta] Ceded S4 comioe eo eetsmi ean Sota cetny hae wor ered 8,419 100.00 
WITHDRAWN. 

Worn Outs CONCeEMMNE 5 actasieacts tora sam eminent 1,586 

ost: and paid LO. <cccwt sec netePascians sole hones aloe eeieanare ee ; 187 

Sold:and-exchammed=. i. -aweoie eae eee renee 530 

Total; Wwithard wnat nce ects eee 2,303 
Niet ACCESSIODE Ahac paaua ee eed lero le eee yee 6,116 


At the close of the year a careful inventory was made. This 
was mainly done upon two Sundays when the circulating depart- 
ment was closed. The entire staff having volunteered for the 
work, every book was identified and checked upon the shelf list, 
those out of circulation, in course of rebinding or repair, and 
those in the reference department being examined at odd times 
when there was opportunity without interfering with other work. 
The checking was very carefully and ‘conscientiously done, and 
the plan of closing it up so speedily by a large force was a 
great improvement over the system formerly employed of de- 
voting to it several months of the time of one or two persons. 

Of the 300 books, outside of fiction, reported not found, fully 
one-half were in the reference room, where the books are 
exposed upon open shelves, subject to be taken down at pleasure 
by the public. Many of these have been stolen, without doubt. 
But it is a satisfaction to know that none of them were of special 


Pr os idl Ve eee 
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value, and that they can be mostly replaced with other copies. 
Some of the missing volumes will turn up again. Experience 
has shown that books sometimes disappear mysteriously, and 
after awhile are again found in their places. - 

About 400 were reported missing in the fiction department, 
nearly all in the children’s room. Some of these have been worn 
out unquestionably, and thrown aside without having been 
properly checked off the lists at the time. In the children’s room 
the books are upon open shelves, and there is no doubt but that 
some have been carried away without being properly charged 
upon cards. The losses here, though they may look large in 
point of number of books, are, so far as money value is con- 
cerned, of trifling consequence. They cost when new only about 
eighty cents, on the average, and many of them-were in the 
advanced stage of use. » 

_ The following shows the number im each of the several 
classes of the books in the library proper, together with the 
ratio which each class bears to the whole number: 


Vola. Per cent 


Class. 

TBs eu RNG ees 9 0) Sa A et oe ei Pe ee 2,145 1.50 
General periodicals and bound newspapers.......... 9,280 6.90 
J 2A MING S(O) Oia es Bact et cere ce ace oR IES eR Oe RA ea Ee ee 2,432 1.80 
HVE LIP VOM seein. east ocs nad oe sie Sasa ea hre sore we Re eka ek is 8,118 6.00 
Sociology, including State documents............... 14,163 10.40 
1 EAmticay Kops aap ete eto yee ee ea en Re ear Lea 1,429 1.00 
PS CUOTIC CO tee iieet Seo: Marcle oh te raat aie ss in ites Siler Shae lal gioeconet es 7,904 5.80 
AEP ANC UT Get ligt AMIGOS icochcge eee ere oe cer Om ST erode ok, Sea TT ses BE NS oe 9,569 7.05 
EDITOR A PUSegeares skin ete asec t env bin ose cee ane an deinate woe 4,388 3.20 
ME TCEM A LUMO EA: corey acters ees Se ee eg osu 0,0 erohoayelots ss al inarayaye oe 12,856 9.65 
ETA COR Vener Naess ON oak comes ane Sree Ne elise eel agsteetes 14,170 10.40 
Miele epee center: fers hau cioneow mt caieae « eaers waa cope Ree scents tiers 9,444 7.00 
IOSD INS ee mater covsttels ayaa n-oie Snape aes Cro die va lendes Merete incor 10,336 7.60 
Rrietananie nie, Were sha ed ane Ace tein te Beep so cain Sit 22,097 16.20 
U. S. Government Documents ................0. 5068 7,586 5.50 

BING taal paces favacs or eap erode SeaG aloos Dionesacp Sten sas 135,917 100.00 
im Puplies Setraol Ti Prariesic.«vicjen.m cielae eels ona +s 8,194 

Poca WO OKSRLD, WSC train -k as sess sersia sores oe 144,111 
(ums di chupLI Cavern, i mite las ee er ccs) walt oft oariele a aie legen 8,823 

AR ajeteil srvak 1 WH eree sa ase cent ec RIe Dceeiae oan Coe 152,934 


. 
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Bookscin fuse, Wing lisy 2 ata tstetiecrcterneicletteneme rgtatsstey 132,524 
he po Ger ane ioes cts - eae ae tere 5,834 
ak Zi fa =a) ey RN wag are TI ery, Bel | 3,786 
vie rf Polish A220 ok sae Gee oe eee 1,103 
a a Other danewaces as. ferecseete ee ercteke 864 


Following are additional facts of interest brought out by this 
inventory : 

We have 17,782 periodicals, of which 8,270 are classed as 
general; 2,114 as medical; 1,745 as scientific; 1,570 as SOcio- 
logical. We have 3,004 volumes society transactions, of which 
1,307 are scientific ; 265 medical; 305 historical. There are 4,171 
volumes in medical library; 5,834 volumes in German, of which 
2,657 are fiction; 3,786 volumes in French, of which 667 are 
fiction; 1,103 volumes in Polish, of which 612 are fiction; 864 
volumes in Italian, Spanish, Latin, etc. Of the 22,097 volumes 
of fiction 17,852 are classed as adult and 4,245 as juvenile. Of 
the 17,852 volumes of adult fiction 13,863 are English, 2,657 
German, 667 French, 612. Polish, 53 Dutch. 


The home circulation shows* a small decrease as compared 
with the preceding year. As the falling off was wholly in the 
months when the Spanish war excitement was at its height, the 
latter was apparently mainly responsible for the fact. 

It is a healthful sign that although the calls for books for 
home reading have diminished somewhat, the recorded use of 
books called for at the library shows an increase. This is a 
use of the library which is most gratifying, since it is for serious 
study and investigation. The character of the books thus used, 
as shown by the following table of comparison, will be generally 
regarded as better than those drawn for home reading. More 
people than ever before are making use of the library on the 
lines of solid work. 

The library was open 309 days for eae circulation of books, 
and Boe day for use of books in the building. 
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Drawn at the library for home reading..... 366,972 
Drawn at the schools for home reading..... 94,876 
PGi Cee CILCUIAEION » os kos cae ks 461,848 
PrecuLded B56 at mIbEATy a... sd oe ok 501,742 
edi CHGS is hOOKS S20 web PS kee e oss 963,590 
Unbound periodicals in reading room....... 180,617 
oes patra TBO Ye sae Sede eee 1,144,207 


The following shows the percentage of circulation of books 
of the several classes, and of adult and juvenile use (not includ- 
ing school circulation) : 


Liprary READING. Home READING. 
Adult. Juvenile. Adult. Juvenile. 
penye tO PEC VAS 24.) Se sacs. cat 8.38 24 Re ae 
(Sere ate gkeo§ bog a a ae ae eee ee 10.72 11.70 .60 2D) 
gee mlosophy.. 5. 0s. si Ree et oe 1.20 cs 84 32 
BGM OIOW: se re eae ess Yo 2.04 - .08 1.00 04 
BUelGORy to Siook. ce Seeit se: co 3:58 .08 1.41 13 
LOL ye ve ti ee ct ne 1.90 as .12- Ke: 
MCTIOO so Sais, Soa oe Pes Sele Pe = 4.60 erat 1.55 ae 
PIracniCalaANTUS 2. co. ./aeceeeews cs 6.78 .09 1.48 10 
Mine -ATbS so. 5 oes Eee tdomes 10.75 - 2A 1.20 224 
Beet lerabure crn. \se-. Se Sok eaten ek 6.47 34 2.91 25 
FESSOR Yate cre ste oss arn eae ee 7.15 1.20 2.96 83 
AMS h 3 Ce eel eae eae apace 3.78 62 1.88 51 
EOE ALY Reed <2 are cae siete bere 6.22 21 225° 42 
TRRE( HG aU a cepae Ree he eS OE 3.35 6.17 52.38 2044 
REIL AN TN hn Soe tk tS echt a fas TSR 62 3.92 “2 
LPRETE UG) Blane oe gee ke ae ae an a a 49 43 
FOR LE DIOS Merce. oN ee Case acactets wae 27 1.32 
Other Languages...) ee. 70 ol 
EDOUE ers Beets eles 19.00 » + 21.00 76.26 23.74 


The sending out of traveling libraries to the various public 
schools. of the city has continued as heretofore. At the close of 
the school year, in June, a revised list of books was submitted by 
a committee of principals. Some of the books on the previous 
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list were dropped and new titles were recommended. The 
- change was suggested for the purpose of bringing in some of the 
more recent publications and for adding to the variety. Inci- 
dentally also the number of books was increased until the num- 
bers now stand: Grammar department, 4,847; high school de- 
partment, 3,347 ;—total, 8,194. 
The following statement of the use of these books was made 
up from the reports of the principals of the several schools at 
the end of the year: 


The following shows the circulation of the Public School 
traveling libraries: 


Schools. Enrollment. Circulation. 
NAR GS= Se ag Ro ROE ms ee eR os ORE eee 340 1,202 
IBY S, eae ein et am On C5 ere Tia De ACO Olin Bi 56 412 
FAV BUG Wie sncctan we odes arte aeons orte ate emeeon te rani era 318 465 
Belletontaimieayrec orate ses ee: cis came reeick ticle ee tate 178 907 
IBIS Ge arn See Mente Ree SaeNC ee heras Oe eRe nS. Art 228 3,401 
ALES Lesa OMe -ass oo ere Ses ¢ APORTS & 6 as sve oa tee Matera ovee as ate eects eee 545 3, 235 
IAL OWMSOM-aayetcevstacke ssl eo amneaee one aeons 87 279 
SG TTA Ee Ne eeae on 2 ie Mee SO mE ie oR 158 611 
LE og 25 eRe Od pe aang fy ap. ist occa aces 669 2,159 
(CLE haVes Pen Ce MAO ae eer ae. ance a racs 303 994 
UE? corer cS Be tr TEER NI eee My io yen archer 148 872 
GLa G OD tox or alens oe Gcoseehe roa ete te Oe 33 196 
(CIRCH Et, Ratan aR a cae SIO ae heen arn Hatin 6a 91 341 
DUCKIE OT Patten te acaeie sion a Rare Cie ee Se 115 696 
LOWOTGRLSS (cli eae Pace COE A eee Stine Men oa wo a ea 494 2,245 
OSLO O Kike.~c cys Sake cctakeitra ta. oloites husvale ce a eaeeder alates ea ee 250 396 
FENG TSC UUM chown shag tila ier y orsid weeaetd ons Re RR TN eee 296 1,776 
EEUU AMES SEN Pte a atecate abate atures whalaue tee eee 297 674 
EL SD IGT INC octave erste he ext ccce eens eee rae Pe Se torn 292 79 
NSO AES rc a eee Parr ore tie Aer 200 1,110 
TENS ey. rater cscs Tose's 3, ay auavive wn Re ne Aa ee eae 368 1,788 
SERIA TIC cores bette, Sys Sas Rete te BCAA Re 42 201 
ECT EV EGRITE dh, a. aire Stee aa ceal aca Te a ne 84 305 
Gramite lds Sate Ss cnc opt ae Ors hs orcke eee 27 33 
TEVA COCO. Sh Aved aos sano s tans Ss Soa ee ee 290 1,324 
LOPES As casino oes, PSR ata ee ee 61 184 
EELOM SPEED crema ein abet hove ade Cen Re ee 192 631 
TS EULA lara tear eI Oy Set ere en antes Stee hs 42 285 
PEN MED OS 5c Seige F thy~ sbi aga katte nnn it ee eee 362 1,242 
PaACHSIONG. akc... Spits A 0 Tena Bnerehe Si euste te ook Oe oe Ee ve) 823 
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School. Enrollment. Circulation. 
ICRU OW a ohh peck ein Geog Re ee 501 2,457 
PO IINS LO Wb Mere MAIR rests ee ates Sea dE ashe tae 43 327 
BIGINCO lt... ese. hones SACI Balen i Woes eaters ewe 80 335 
ISI. ot eh Bes Sih. yc Ba nomh Gene aR Se Ee eS 54 439 
MINRRCUTIS ER Vi cree terest SoBe weak MSC ORE Scere s ue 418 
Reva De inva ween Sere Eg CAMS ou ie ihn eee 227 1,768 
NGI OLS nears, weenie daacliste react tia) cionccaaon he kate eine Ses 50 232 
IOI EINE chr Bien OR eR Ee er ee aee 342 1,802 
OUEST Ser Oe IS Shee ANE SEs watered vce bs ee 118 623 
Ee enaReTS Crete sare eee eee a. Ske SM oectaneta stra cial meee estos 70 306 
AG MCL eete me MR ens ona ive SPE nis COIN a a ne 302 1,429 
IPOS co Se conto: Oe a Ora mete pier en es 126 892 
[POLIS odthn REI RE OE Cee RS ne ee eee 50 201 
| PASTS Tare eas ert + anes el a etre one 68 669 
TENN SS ie een errs toe Ore atic Cay En ite re ee 163 1,094 
TENANTS ee AAs Se a NE aera ee a ae ae 94 267 
TEMES SCL ie ay spores aiveoarais 033 seater sh ia. poset GTA ates 75 444 
DNR) [LTA eeaws “cree Noes cyhenetand ni Sa sstteres ial t «Soe ae alee 510 2,644 
PERI Cea eA PN y oath Ps seas ons act RacER eres Os PAV TOS eS 414 1,391 
RC WDEEC MO enemas 9 tetas sscustene <csle 6 siege eoamelentiaens dca nates 365 1,550 
MCL LISEE) Wiley ome atensy ooeaevei aie oe eeu oaepeleceaas adhe ck ae oe 337 786 
RV Vgc [neh bs OTe ween 3 ate. pct wsere loci Se oS POE apvar eRe Lisle whendaraod 408 689 
NS SLOT: teaerevats aie 3 Sininicicinis dnniecpejels cust s osenecsb oiaroes, Oh 560 5,514 
RSME Sar OS Pee PRAIA ene Sa a oe ee 243 798 
Rieter ree essere ie, Mises oe Alls oar eaten alae Bt 325 1,529 
PEN OE SCHOOLS ac. ctor ak eats ela aves oredale enya s @ slaw eyornie hey 2,500 36,499 
Total School circulation sae. Sac s somaya 94,876 


The bindery repair shop has been carried on as heretofore 
at a cost of about $1,200 for wages of three employes. The work 
turned out consisted of 442 books resewed and recased and 
15,552 repaired, beside a considerable amount of pasting of 
labels and preparing books for circulation, which cannot be 
definitely specified. The work done by contract in - outside 
binderies consisted of the binding of 4,821 books, of which 
about 1,000 were new and the remainder were rebound. 

HeeM, Utvey, 


Librarian. 
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APPENDIX. 


Following are the names of donors to the Library during the 
year, with the number of volumes and pamphlets given by each: 


Vols. Pamph. 
Mdiamss Mrsea-C Eh = eNew Y Onis nnsmuiielysetoeee seit iaeeks 2 é 
American Anti-Vivisection Society..................-. We 2. 
American Pomological SOGiety ctonas acca cite neil As 1 
NmGders On, Ps W som sy- DCU OU s zis peer 1a eles eee ter 5 f 
Archivo Historico: Nacional, Madrid... <. 5.2.0 c6e se Ae 1 
IB the ene a iar Ci ellie NMOOR NN as nna a AOR AAR noon Uc 1 
arbour, Leva Au Weir OLi sacs ae <iciscliescuctegcee settee eile os i 
Bate, Wi SR UBLOO kL VING.or ethnic pateges noe iele nario eke 1 ee 
secelaere aD rial MV 55. ICtYOLGac «ote ci-ls 3 cape eele ceemietele 5 
BENtOM, fled ES OSUOM inc ntecictac Groaitie.ciuarnep easier ae M3 1 
TOS: pO UCL wel tL) SLUOKE «arnt acd we hemi cieiens eache neeert ners ere 31 120 
Boston (00k Company... 2.0 sie oe @ctesiase sar tenner ee a 3 
Bostonteealth Department. ;.gvgsu cess) eer aces iL 
Boston Record Commissioners .............0-.00ee0+s Os 1 
Bowen, Herbert. DetrOitiied. 2: srpcomioniece cto pete ere 55) 
Sreslery ety wAt, pL ebr Olticnes cen cer ENR rose recs aoe a 2 
Breths Weblo Cleveland: § as got aha pence eee eee aL es 
Brooklyn, New York, Civil Service Commission ....-. ik 
Brown pH rancigptt.. 2.0 St Olan sleek ae hanna ae eiarr Toe or 3 
Buffalo Charity Organization Society................. 1 


EunvOne CO. NLs Gtr OLb sacs seni eaeem tcl sree ere ie rane earner 10 


Campbell, Miss Valeria, Estate of Detroit............. 18 100 
Canada, Archives Departmént.... 0.2... 0..0..00.. 0.0008 1 
CanadasGeological i Stirmey yee ean enon Peas oie Ul 
Canada Patent: Department). .-..04..... sense ane ee il 


Catholic Summer Schoolieseuvesa.0ce see eee as EA 
Channing, Dr. Walter, Boston 


Tos edate he Seapine ae es 3 
Gheevier, ON. Hj  AnnvAT bOroascun cn aeneente ee tee eee 1 
Ghigaro Board of rade@.. lies, an leat ee eee eee ee i 
Chicago Civil Service Commission ...............-.-.- 1 
Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce........:......... ... 1 
Chiderinmay ue ELOs pital testi ac trees See ee i 
Clarks Dre John ahs, Detrolti acca eee eee 1 
Cleveland: Board of Education ..)!...0.0....0be. eet 3 uf 
Cleveland Municipal Association...................... os 11 


7” 
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Vols. 


Colleges and Universities: 

PR Su OOULELTE aS cece aloe, oias maker nae aati eek ye 
Armour Institute of Technology 
ONC ONO © OLLEG Otay tape osteo tarsi chau toes « Boro oka 
ESEOW IMU) ML VELSLDY= acca aiettoayscs syte cl cetie s MeAeh eas Ss 
OCAMLOLM Age WMEVELS IU OL avers vaio tree eee 
CirearorCollege. Of Maw sian. cote k ns ek ook rhlnes 
Whicaso;-—UMLVErsiby. Of ek.ce sera es Meee oes co batell mes 
PMMA TAO MIVELNI tyes capa aot oh Mae eet ee 
Cornell University......... Sa e r C  ure ai es ee 
Petts vil Cl GRIF VOUSTO Visine moa poae Ge tichoes Saved aie wince ea ees 
Wow ermUTVELSL Gy Of seen aaecs wncvepcoce wnat eu ain oe oak 
Mans ve AoMeNliural College aces. satan Wels cn ih ewinvetyee 
Hekate! Sbantord, pir. WMLVErSILY ta. cent cee seek 
McGill Woiversity,.Montreals :\. 220", ¢ge2 oinans se anes 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology................. il 
Michigan Agricultural College......0..6.66. iste tere 


Nonwwe-: 


EMichigan Mining Colleges. sss... ise tieit need ane 


Machi ann UNtVCrsibyOl=s caus estore co teias fait eeelre 1 
MSS OUT, WIEVErsLby Oban. ssc tice eaeale eee eens ee 
Mi Oly Oke. COleoe svn acacna fen ctrttnd at nese Cle se hates cs 
iINebrasia WUmiversiby Of. 1c, Goats geet oentee nie NS 1 
Norvuhiwesbern UNUVErSily.sc wre ecves la oayecte Se chee iasla ts 
eemins yy ates WIE VELSLUY COL scars secic tagieiijel avaldiaviatete ct Steieta ass 2 
Princeton Theological Seminary..............0.00.0000s : 
PUM CEDOU. WEL VEL SIGY, vaca acels a cora atte pete oe sbele-stane tox aie wisp ols 
ehennessee.VUMLVerSLby Ol. Aeueutele wasnt «ca cate wale Geiss il 


Man ane: UMUIVErSLtYuscee sete sctans ot cee ee eae nape bao ees 


pe liter @ Oller ert. tiatea sas cee these a gol ecatete seca, sarap Serre 
MYA SCONSINMN, UDLVErSLOyS OL. csc aces ecloqrewe sine ee plies ose 
Pele Wtrv Sisal thy: tacyh-en ear aie a onalorreageiads Mek peepee wekaee 
Connecticut Board of Health...:.....-... Se cee etc 
Connecticut. Labor Bureau... Fie. o ueicing vice lek plore ely 
Cooper Rey Dex, pI CLEOUD. mrarerapeten cietel ertedels) st niateln mrevetor 
WOXemVATOIML AGEN. 9 CHICAS On re vrnrete nies or a ateiers « salels ee 


fat peek ets 


WerrOl BOard OL WaUCAtlOne ge), 2 ae cee oe cee oes melhor 
Sr ARN eR OWENS Kear, Pines een ah Seat Rea aS [ote eee GEA 
GS AC hing Coralie coll ene R eo Tedd nook stoic eo enc Abo! 
at ree Pressis ct. mame AMI oe ree ete avi het 
Se JOUrNal.. oo. 1 cece tee cee eee cen eee e eens 
a BIN OV ia as career cassie uae Reslees aicencertatian Sian OMe oe fo Tes“olte 
ss Rail] Oyu aKSE, Sw ean es, SO uM, Ser GAA Mie pce SEEN OSE DE, aie 
District of Columbia Medical Society...... sine Neve 
riche, OT MEHMeO,n DECOM ems. sas ereds oes of = == tle 


He eR PR PRE ONIOH: 
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Vols. 
Fairmount Park Art Association, Philadelphia........ 
Parmer, Silas; Detroit... 5.0... sa. 08 weecs seers sme 25 
Pield Columbian Museum. .... 0.2.00. csess cree ces sem oe 
Binck, Mrs. M. A., Detroit... 0... ..6.6..0-00--.eeeeees 2 
Free Religious Association, Boston ...........+....++- 
Garrison, W. H.,, New York... g.cce. 2. scr s lowell as 
Girard College, Philadelphia .......05.....0+..¢.20004: a 
Gray, E. M., Florence, New Mexico...........-......- 
Great’ Britain, Education Department.................. if 
ge os Patent) OMe tndasee-1 Se cee 4 
Green, Ss A. 7 9B OSLO soi wires ace aw ee one iors sponser «ais laneley ole é 
GEMS. s5) WIOLCESLCL s. ctetenc sae tore ole ae [o: a2e thats oietet ey eetatel 
Griswolds WM. = Cam brid oer: syemels cis cs eines) ssles aieeoee ae 
[SGhasag hyd s Bil algal bac henry Collie pmangannd pte dome apo oo 1 
BlarmOnsy tls Ay ED CLL OP earache ak ati chee etyctels 38 persone iaeee 2 
Harrison, ue arter iss) @Hi Cae Oy. cres een sole erelartaee iett i 
Hartford Medical Society neck -aasc oss ousteeilnelaee s aaieis a 
MartleystlousesINewWw WOrk nm <.. mie os os omic aiatoatr a gmitts 
Hawicinsi Eup Ge New Wonk2.0t. oc sce cor eit aan ae 
1a Kees hol appl h~(Grrel havoule} ays) Yo) tls eames riSGs omic tiee dyer Bits cc 10 
Elolister* alizam eM. SDetrait. 2. cles res is iteeele ae ape? 
Hosmers Jt hse Minne a POlisdrac atest ee sees nine eee ag 
ttowlandstCecA’. Wig *Detrolbl o.:.4.itaeuisin ee ote eee ais it 
Hilinoissuabor ss uneaw cnt: cy.cce es tekis ciel alsaisin -telfastangamia¢ 1 
Indian Rights Association, Philadelphia .............. 
Indiana State Medical Society... ..........-. scence ee eee 1 
nokia ics) eet Olbs taco coterie hace sn sevareten eee eee te 2 
Jievome; Ning. George, sehr Osbeansiccii-- ails anteem eee 332 
Jewish Foster Home, Philadelphia..................... aes 
Kansas Academy of Science), V. 2. 425200. oae tan 2 


Kansas Board of Agriculture 
ICIS Cy ach pW. ja cAttian SAE DOI. cto ecstasy in totter vont acne eae 
Kentucky Institution for the Blind 


ry 
CC i ee ie ac ri ee cr) 
en Cat ae Cent iat eee eC Tey 


Srvitg) [niKe fe: 68 0 see Ke, @ 0) (0 wo We oe We Uleijegelia’ a) sl |e 


weonard ) Drv. Hin, Detroiti.n.. 22sn oe oer cietice eee 6 
ikabbeyeG lass Company. Coledo....5 essen en nee 1 
Lord & Thomas, Chicago il 
Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce. 1 


See eee recess creccne 


Eothrop, G. V.cN..-Hstate of, Detroit... °s.0. easter 148 
Luzerne:Co."(Pa.)-Medical Society .......,......025-. se 
MeMath. “iirankwM Detroitis.s.cene seats nee aera 1 
MeMillan games. DeLroibat acm Seren ete eee 6 
Niatinenma Ors Ura U-. a aris ke Sareea ee ae eee a 
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Vols. Pamph. 
Manhattan & Bronx School Board.-...-.........00... ne 1 
Marburg, Theodore, Baltimore... .o ..2.0..6..205.,: 1 
Many landiven dauitant Generdila.e . <<. aise. oss oe )sobakh, 2 
Massachusetts Board of Health......................0. a 
oe EVCKaIcC sO kalau © yee ane ead ene ice ee ches de i 
mi et CommonwealthrOlsseoremaccwkyoonisenes chk ik 
oe Railroad Commissioners ............... 1 
Matthews,-George: K. & Co.,. Buftalo: 2. ven... 6c2s ea 2 : 
Michigan Board of Agriculture. .........0.......0.005- 1 ed 
£8 Board of Corrections and Charities ......... ne ool 
a MediGeleS OCIS ye Nometetcied te ts menace res il a 
ub SECLetaryrOL.Glale aerneak tauale iain choles 1 2 
Soc. Sons of American Revolution......,... 1 wie 
Milwaukee Civil Service Commission.............4.... 1 
Minneapolis Park ss OAK dcdaes «slats svteeear ya gokercdthcone $a if 
aie Ets i CHICAS Oe irons son kk o,f ota t Shea, wenins ee 1 Sc 
Music Teachers’ National Association................. aS i 
Nebraska Historical) Society... .. 0. 0..05..0 ccs cc een de ewe ia oe 
New England Anti-Vivisection Society .......... ..... 3 
New Jersey,. Adjutant General a. casa. kes cede Ga bes ik 
pe Geological Survey... 0... cue vheeee de 1 
ue Saliba Gebel es COST Op €-sacerts RA Re I reason my nae ea 1 
News Work Burea ty Of LiabOr saa nes stasis ene eos 2 
ae Civil Service Commission ..........0...0.05- Te BA 
aS LATTER S ger) Ganaaces stenwkete as URN eo sicEe Eero app eee ue es 
a AVELO PIT CLD sree oacee ee seth as cist eae ee 2 10 
ms State Charities Aid Association............ 1 
Wi State Commission in Lunacy................ a 2 
ue Sta fe MuUpeUMa Se cei te cee daa s 1 5 
North Central Association of Colleges, etc............. oe 2 
Ono, Bureau of Labor Statistics 52. . Ga aent.tn bees: 1 z 
Wlmisheade, Wye eNeSw YeOle. os iste ceetoyeysla eects pmo Acne one it ie 
ipeidiges IB Eyalst oe (Clon (Dien xan dye gn cope maton mc bee ox ue a 
iPiieos, NA 1 BpA et conyeloNerarcep detrell Maia coos ons wh suis 1 
Philadelphia College of Physicians ........:...4.-.0... iL < 
PiGanG Alphonse, ExAl1Si gis: ct cs nalts hc emietete ee lees verte ate a 1 
TRIPE, INES ey PSXOIOI lsh aio aca Oe on casts cro siiOuas 1 : 
Protestant Orphan Asylum, Detroit........-.......+65. fh a 
Ranek, Ge W., lexington; Ky ia. iycnaee ce aches i i 
eliece, SCH Welles MCLE OMbeS sraniier ates caer it mks phage ors Ae 50 
Revell Company, eNew WorkoiF 2. ie dies aa cis seen ea il 
Rhode lcland Labor Bureau... < miwa ses. wee le cece 1 a. 
Richards, Charles R., New York .2.....2....0.---+1 4. 1 
Rippey, Rev. J. N., Mt. Pleasant.............-.:s.ee0- I 
Robinson, .». C., Brunswick, Me. .4 4.0.2... 6s. eee 1 
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Vols. 
Royal Society of Canada ..1.0.... esses eee ree eee ees i 
Russell, George H., Detroit...........0-.. seer eee eee 2 
Saad, Henry M., Detroit. . 2... eo. eee ee eee eee te eee eee 1 
Sadler, Ralph, Coldharbor, Eng..............-...-:.-. 1 
Sehells Miss, Webr Ot. .ssis:3slyst-nisn soheniseee een ae e te ; 
Sherman, Frances Bagley, Detroit..............-...--- u) 
Sims, Dr. Joseph, New York «2.00. sete cee eee ee 1 
‘Shaniiidaine han] saan OKenier twa a Manresa coaom oho opiC woe eGouG/ sts 
Samah eloKerovenichombalspnQnuhnonlen of ay oma on cmnemaaodposcauocS 10 
Society for Promoting Engineering Education......... ee 
Southern Railway Company... .....cesev ctu ecs sce oe 1 
Spraptie,, Walliam-©.y, Detr@ity.. ici ite rarer Sarre i 
Stearns), rederick, Detroiton cat cea oe om trite eieraeele 
Stewart; Charlesj;StePantl 22a. oy. o maria erslae seachael os 
Sturtevant-Co.,, BiH, as OStOMe siren erie ers eas ltately ej ote sere 1 
DAP DEY we Rati ccks sD CURO Ls ms eee act epeneiel reid feel 
Towle Manufacturing Co., Newburyport............... it 
Mnited States Government : 
Bureau of -AmericanvEvepu blacGs: < ieee one ee eee 1 
Se NCU CAEL OM ratessteteians eeshere > Strmenciens ie aistate seit eae 6 
os AWOL: ca oa hanes ata ee Aa eae ocean ae ae 1 
* ii feiSavine Service... s1)aaeioe eee iL 
Ud Wiea ther A osesa, crest) seas alias PA OeLoe eo a 1 
Civil Service Commissi@mer jan -1ycj-cssctn eis vote ae ee eros 3 
Coast and Geodetic Survey........ ies lei Aaa Ae et ect oe 1 
DWeparimentiof7A oricultureys secession 1 
oe INteriOr: == & cee rine corae ee eee 2 
we INIA Sheek cok ois Setricean Sate eeiae els ELL “% 
’ MS bALCL ccenie.e oiecs Rig eee ars ele betes he SP 3 
oe PPSASUL YS. sro arash as theten ee eee ee 1 
ut Wie Pad ght ce ccet oernsTos on ah Leeann ere 15 
USEC: OMMMMTSST OM sr, zicktalau freee he earsee sei te een een a 3 
Interstate Commerce Commission. (2....00...2.5.+. 46% 2 
Pacer ey COMMITS STOUT Rak pafeegeecn rier nee eon arenes 4 
superimtendention Documents,--15.-:8 ose as cede slates 271 
BI Oia Wie AS DULL GPOL sareivessrerins ste ste see eater eae ee 1 
opal cal) aan eerie Samieeni ita Capes we alas te om te et Ay 
NVEMEZUGl A PEVSDU DLC Oil: ehsmicca cairn chaste ciate ana 1 


Vermont Library Commission 
Voliagburea ts: VWViashing fom, cic ce ace amen ae aa 
VWiarreny. Wallan IVity Debtroiteqascs osc eae eee nee 1 


Wisconsin Historical Society 
66 


eC a Cer Ct ee er a ee 


Library Commission 
Worcester Town Clerk 
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Vols. 
Libraries: F 

Aliégheny, Carnegie Library .. 2:0. 2........0.se006 cess 1 
EMAT DOs al CrlLaDE anys. sci ccmme nada Sen tS 
Baltimore, Enoch Pratt Library .7...........:......-.. 
Baltimore, Reabody Institute ....0.. 0.0.0... 0sectaes cms. 1 
Birkenhead, Mng., Public Library... ........5.000.0. 1 
LE SLOsveVbeciGayl = balan ya setices Moay.ceieen nave aihalen eee BA 
LSC SHO Me lau el Gs LOLA 5A” tere cena tan arse ee cictoksa ante Bawt oos u 
Sorwd Omni olere dial bral Varts a-wihe a. 08 Oates erie a a 
Branford, Conn., James Blackstone Memorial Library 1 
EEA OC ePOLU COMMS ETOP aT Vert ire came tions Fem aaatee en 
Brookline, Mass., Public-Library ...:...0.c..cslsceees 
HE COO ch Vert led OLA Wireman coe eral sie at ade cet Moree MS a 
Brooklyn, Pratt Institute Library.............. ....... 
Brooklyn Union for Christian Work Library......... 
Buialos Grosvenor Lil prarye .. sss seinen te mar 
Pa ALOs Em Deut DPE Vic sce ee ant cdwatee tras ine eae 
Burlineton, Vt., Pletcher Library... ..228 4.0.0. sass aes ook 
Chicaro,, John Crerar Library. fac oaic sews sts ote aa 
ChicacvopiNewberry Library ss.: es ae eatin on Qe ines nee 
Chicago Public Library.............. A ee MOREE: 
Cinema th. PUMICE LU LAL Yo: .ceqrevsiars cteisio ere wialy steistel waiareansas i 
Groydon, Hinges, Pablic-Library . 005 e466 scsi bene dae ces 
EGA COU HE ALU OL 21 TAS Yur ala. « ghewe on elofo cee ieteca: etl ouebertooasls 
Gate laiee Ea pb lieekmr ary, creas stunner Mim ean alas reals 
TO Gipaaysh oat eal oie tl Pig ay gt:l es daraarPeeesi Clos eo emcee Bs Oar 
Glascow, arlle-s Img bigUpe’ aia vga oe .5o oust os sels Sons cup aterm 3 
Grand Rapids, Mich., Public-Library ...........5...6. 1 
Great Yarmouth, Eng., Public Library..............-. 
ATi toms Onbs. EUDLIC- LiVDEARY sqen a). vies sts neenre one 
IE Bgl Sinai Bab SRK ON Bid oy Osh ieee Mri Irs Gene neem Ameer A 
fer thor Ce enn hi Ge Wea DPT Vis eatin otra cles relat urea Soustiodoheteresenoncse 
iarvard: University Mibrarys se. . secre <cnerrls ouo seeiiaes 
ELS 2aig HRM Wil iho Gon maneace mor abcie a MIS oD hort oe 
Indiana State Library.......... Ca INR ee ee: 
Mowe Lasonic slumped yy cess ai acinus th ievoin Sirtnersur e's sere 
Jersey City Public Library .-.--.. 02. eee sees eee nee 
lawrence, Mass:; Public Library .. . 2.0. 2. sciuswee wot 
Bincoln, Bue. Public Library. ieee ae eee e eee eisteys ee 
hiné¢oln, Neb:, Public Library. .........- 26.2... 0.525. 
London, Eng., Clerkenwell Public Library ............ 
oudon, Mines, St; -Giles Library gc. fe cc  oin accra - 
London, Eng., St. Martin-in-the-fields Library........ 
Los Angeles Public Library .............+-eseeeeeeneee 
Louisville, Polytechnic Society Library.............-. 
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Vols. 
IDy wave ledvy led ill oh ion eee raoidcsnc casi ian On oo Oc 
Manchester, Kng., Public Library...........-..---.+.-: 
Manchester, N. H., Public Library..............+...-- : 
Michivan Statedaibrary.. 02): cies. seceirieee ee eae 52 
NMilwaukeet abli¢ Lit brary) tac te vicitretaleiteeecaion arenas 
Minneapolis Public Library .. 0ciaci. «Seen eee 1 
National Library,’ Washington. 0.2 0060... seed ee eee i 
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OF THE 


PUBLIC LIBRARY OF DETROIT, 1399. 


@ 
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RICHARD STORRS WILLIS, . 46 Moffat Building, : Jan. I, 1900 
MAGNUS BUTZEL, . : 406 Woodward Avenue, . ** 1901 
C. HENRI LEONARD, M.D., 18 John R. Street, : **  Ig02 
JoHN S. GRAY, ; ; 20 K. Woodbridge Street, EKO 
JouNn EF. CLrarkK, M.D., . 18 John R. Street,  . ; “* 1904 
MAYNARD D. FOLLIN, . 104 Jefferson Avenue, . ‘1905 


THOMAS HENDERSON, M.D., 889 Mt. Elliott Avenue (ex-officio). 


OFFICERS OF THE LIBRARY COMMISSION, 


1899. 
RICHARD STORRS WILLIS, . : President 
MAGNUS BUTZEL, : F . Vice-President 
MAYNARD D. FOLLIN, . ; . Secretary 
GEORGE R. ANGELL (ex-officio), ; Treasurer 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


On Books—MEssrs. CLARK, BUTZEL, FOLLIN, WILLIS 
On Administration—MEsSRS. GRAY, BUTZEL, LEONARD 
. On Finance—MEssrs. LEONARD, FOLLIN, HENDERSON 


Librarian and Superintendent, 
HENRY M. UTLEY 


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 


OF THE 


PUBLIC LIBRARY OF DETROIT, 1900. 
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MEMBERS ADDRESS TERM EXPIRES 
*MAGNUS BUTZEL, 2 . 406 Woodward Avenue, . Jan. I, 1901 
GEORGE OSIUS, . ‘ 322 Field Avenue, : ‘< s1901 
C. HENRI LEONARD, M.D., 18 John R. Street, . 5 “1902 
JoHNS.GRAY, . : 37 H. Woodbridge Street, “1903 
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MAYNARD D. FOLLIN, 104 Jefferson Avenue, . fS 1905 
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OFFICERS OF THE LIBRARY COMMISSION, 
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*Mr. Butzel died January 17, 1900, and George Osius was elected to fill the unexpired 


term. Mr. Butzel had been chosen President for 1goo, and after his death John S. 
Gray was elected as his successor. 


Report of the President. 


To the Board of Education: 


Gentlemen—The accompanying reports of the Secretary and 
the Librarian furnish the detailed information required by law as 


to the operations of the Library during the year of 1899. The finan- 


cial showing is much more favorable than it has been for the pre- 
ceding year or two. The marked decrease in revenue from Crim- 
inal Court fines noticed in recent years greatly disturbed the 
friends of the library. For it was clear that unless the accus- 
tomed income from that source were provided in some other man- 
ner, the library could not maintain its high standard of efficiency 
and do the work which the public rightfully expected it to do. 
Fortunately we have found that the departments of the city gov- 
ernment which have in charge the levying of taxes fully appre- 
ciate the popular sentiment in respect to the Library. Both the 
Common Council and the Board of Estimates promptly and with- 
out opposition responded favorably to our request and gave us an 
additional $10,000 to compensate the loss from Police Court 
fines. 

Being thus assured of adequate financial support, the Board 
has been planning measures for bringing the library much closer 
to the people than ever before. We realize that Detroit has al- 
ready become a great city and is still a rapidly growing one. It 
covers a wide extent of territory, and residents in remote sec- 
tions are practically shut out from the use of the library on ac- 
count of the time, expense and inconvenience of reaching it. 
Branch libraries are considered essential under such circum- 
stances. Having now the means at our disposal, the Board is ar- 
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ranging the details for several such branches, though only the 
Library at Water Works Park has yet been actually opened. 
This branch was made possibly by the friendly co-operation of the 
Board of Water Commissioners, who have erected in the park a 
beautiful building expressly for the purpose, and who heat, light 
and care for it, leaving to the Library Board the expense only of 
supplying the books and maintaining the Library. This building 
contains the scientific library of the late Chauncey Hurlbut. We 
understand that the income from the bequest which Mr. Hurlbut 
left in trust to the Water Board is sufficient to ensure the addition. 
of a considerable number of books every year. Since the original 
library was a scientific one, presumably the additions to it will be 
of the same character. If this is the case, may it not be well for 
the Library Commission to consider the propriety of making of 
this branch a distinctively scientific library? Should this be done, 
the purchases of books made for it by the Library Commission 
will naturally supplement and complement those made from the 
Hurlbut fund. 

With the assistance of your Honorable Board of Education,. 
Public Library branches are about to be opened in the several 
High School buildings. A suitable room has been offered at the 
Central High School, which will be opened to the public as soon as. 
the furniture and books can be procured and put in place. The 
delay in the completion of the Western High School has made it 
necessary to postpone operations there. But we are assured that 
proper provision will be made there, and that the building will be: 
completed within the next two months. Plans for an Eastern 
High School building are already in a forward state, and an ap- 
propriation is confidently expected at the next session of the 
Board of Estimates. A room in this building will be available 
for a Public Library branch. In the meantime it may be thought 
best temporarily to open such a branch in the building now oc- 
cupied by the school. The cordial co-operation of the Board of 
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Education has greatly facilitated the plans for these branches, 
which now seem certain of realization. 

The statistics of use of books during the year compare favor- 
ably with those of previous years. The slight falling off in home 
circulation is explained by the closing of the library for one 
month, while the painters and decorators were renovating the in- 
terior. The building has been greatly improved in appearance, 
both externally and internally. The large room occupied by the 
circulating department is none too light at best, and its present 
bright and cheerful aspect is an improvement which all frequent- 
ers of the room must note with pleasure. 

The rules were so amended during the year as better to clas- 
sify the members of the Library staff and to fix responsibility. 
Six departments were created and a superintendent was placed 
in charge of each, responsible directly to the Librarian for the 
conduct of the department. The expectation is that this system 
will increase the efficiency of the staff and afford, by the stim- 
ulus of prospective promotion, an incentive to each individual to 
render the best possible service. 

A plan of delivering books by special messenger at the resi- 
dence of library book readers was inaugurated early in the year. 
By this plan a book ordered by telephone or otherwise is sent im- 
mediately by messenger. A contract with a messenger service 
company provides that a boy shall be sent on call. He collects a 
fee of 10 cents and will at the same time return a book to the 
Library without charge. Thus for the cost of car fare one may 
have a Library book delivered at his door and another returned to 
the Library, with no exertion or loss of time to himself. This 
service does not appear to be very widely appreciated as yet, but 
it doubtless will be later on. 

Respectfully submitted, 

RICHARD SToRRS WILLIS, 
President. 


Detroit, December 30, 1899. 
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Report of the Secretary. 


To the Commissioners of the Public Library: 


Gentlemen—Progress toward a definite end has always an. 
element of satisfaction about it, even though it be done labori- 
ously, and in the face of obstacles. So also it is a pleasure to see 
‘work grow and shape itself under our hand into a complete 
and harmonious whole. In the life of a municipality one man’s 
idea grows into a department; another’s into an institution; an- 
other’s into a system, all touching the happiness and welfare of the 
community at a thousand points. In our own case the idea, has 
developed into an institution whose object is to keep the intellect-_ 
ual life of the community pure and«sweet, and to minister to its 
wants. In proportion as this work is efficiently done, our institu- 
tion takes rank as a moral force in the community; in proportion 
as it is neglected, we, who have voluntarily accepted these respon- 
sibilities, are to blame. Careful study of the conditions within 
the Library during the past year leads me to believe that a con- 
scientious effort is being made to supply the’ legitimate wants of 
the public; the same study convinces me that in the line of shap- 
ing, guiding and creating these wants we have made only the be- 
ginnings. If it is the office of this institution to stand, a pillar of 
fire, between the people and the night of intellectual darkness, so 
also it is its office to go before them by day, that they may follow 
it into a land of pleasantness and peace. I would like to point 
out, in this my final report, several lines along ‘which we should 
work to secure greater efficiency in the Library and thus greater 
usefulness to the public. These suggestions will probably seem 
to you a fair admixture of wheat and chaff: I ask your co-opera- 
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tion in separating them: the fact that it all seems good grain to 
me shows me that your help is necessary. 


Branch Libraries. 


We have during the past year sanctioned and partially estab- 
lished four Branch Libraries; within a few months these will be 
in operation, and from their fortunate connection with the schools 
we may look for the best results from them. This gives us a fair 
proportion of branches established at convenient distances for sup- 
plying a number of people, being probably all we will need for a 
number of years if they are properly supplied and taken care of. 
This leaves us free to turn our attention to the locating of those 
most useful adjuncts of a Library—Delivery Stations. Detroit 
is probably the only large city in the United States that does not 
supply the patrons of the Library in this way. Chicago has be- 
tween thirty and forty of these stations; Cincinnati has thirty- 
four; Milwaukee has fifteen or twenty and so on down the list. 
The expense of maintaining them is very slight, and the number 
of books thus circulated is enormous, reaching in Chicago for in- 
stance, sometimes five thousand a day. No supply of books is 
kept at these stations; as their name implies, they are merely for 
the delivery of books sent daily from the central collection. Tihe 
simple plan of operation is familiar to most of the Commission- 
ers, if not to all of them, and I recommend an early action on our 
part looking to the establishment of a proper number of these at 
convenient points. 

Before leaving the subject of Branch Libraries, allow me to 
revert for a moment to the one now nominally in operation at the 
water works. Its hopeless inefficiency has been a subject of dis- 
cussion in this Board several times; in fact, it was referred to a 
former Book Committee, but the latter went out of office before 
anything could be done. In the near future this branch will be 
turned over to the Library Commission entirely. At that time a 
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complete change in the manner of operation should be made; and 
especially a competent and experienced person should be put in 
charge, one chosen from our own staff, familiar with methods of 
Library work. If any education of assistants is to be done, it is 
surely advisable to do it at the central building, nor should assist- 
ants be sent outside until their experience would enable them to 
represent the Library properly. 


The Children’s Department. 


It was quite a surprise to many of the Commissioners, myself | 
among the number, to learn from the Librarian’s tables that 
nearly a quarter of our entire circulation (some 250,000 volumes 
in round numbers) was given out in the children’s department. 
Of course part of this is done through the school libraries ; never- 
theless, a large proportion remains to be taken care of in the 
rather inadequate accommodations set apart in the basement for 
the children’s use. Now, considering the importance of 
this work among the younger members of the com- 
munity, it ought not to happen, as it has done in the 
past, that boys and girls must be turned out into the 
street for lack of accommodation for them within the Library 
Building. The plan has been suggested of putting an addition 
on the present building for a newspaper and children’s room; and 
it seems to me a good one. Some action should be taken on this 
in the near future so that we may have the use of the addition at 
the earliest possible moment. While on this subject permit me 
to point out that the shelves of the children’s room contain an 
enormous quantity of dead, out of date, and otherwise undesir- 
able books ; that the substitution for these of live, readable and in- 
teresting books is most advisable. I would suggest that the 
head of this department be instructed to separate, in the near fu- 
ture, the sheep from the goats, with a view to getting rid of the 
latter at the first convenient opportunity. 
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The Periodical List. 


Before placing our subscriptions for periodicals for a new 
year, it seems to me that some few changes should be made in our 
present list. The selection, in the main is a good one, yet there 
are some periodicals for which we can scarcely supply the de- 
mand with our present subscriptions, while others remain on the 
reading rack untouched during the entire month. This is almost 
always the case in a list as large as ours. The matter is not of 
great importance and is referred to only that it may not be over- 
looked at the proper time. 


H County Institution. 


' I find there exists in Cincinnati a condition of things that 
makes for largely increased usefulness on the part of the Library; 
and that is that the Cincinnati Library has been recently changed 
from a city to a county institution. This enables it to supply 
books in a much larger field than is possible when it is supported 
by the city alone. Thus instead of establishing Delivery Stations 
throughout the city this Library has them throughout the entire 
county. The advantages to those living outside the city are man- 
ifest; the benefit derived by the city lies in the fact that a larger 
fund is devoted to the maintenance of the Library, making pos- 
sible the purchase of numbers of books that we must now pass 
by at a sacrifice of the importance and efficiency of our collection. 
It is quite possible’ that it will be found desirable at 
some future time to make this change in our own institution. A 
full and free discussion of the plan at that time will no doubt 
bring to light many advantages over the present system. 


HB Bar Library. 


I wish also to recommend for your consideration a project 
which, if carried out, will be of great benefit to a large and im- 
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portant organization, the Bar of Wayne County. There exists in 
Detroit at present a private corporation known as The Detroit 
Bar Library Association, which aims to supply members of the 
bar with law books through the Detroit Bar Library. The stock 
was originally in small holdings and, as I understand it, it was a 
sort of mutual benefit association in providing books for the pro- 
fession. Owing to lack of interest on the part of some of the 
stockholders, the controlling interest was afterward acquired by 
five gentlemen, who sought thus to insure the growth and ef- 
ficiency of the library. Now, in order to put the library on a- 
paying basis, it was found necessary to fix the annual dues at a 
figure which made the privileges of the library impossible to the 
majority of the members of the bar. And, as will be easily seen, 
the very people who needed the library most—the students and 
younger members of the profession—were the ones who were 
least able to pay for its use. The five directors tried to make a 
sliding scale of dues to meet these conditions so that the maxi- 
mum amount would not be reached until a man had practiced for 
several years. Perhaps the professional gentlemen present will 
bear me out in the assertion that at the end of five years even cf 
conscientious effort many professional men find themselves far 
from an assured standing and income. 

If this library were acquired by the Public Library it would 
be possible to put these books within the reach of the entire legal 
fraternity of Wayne County; and I am-given to understand that 
a nominal fee (say of $5.00 annually) would be paid cheerfully 
for the privilege of using them, which fund would go toward the 
maintenance of the special collection of law books. Now this Bar 
Library, as it at present exists, is a valuable collection of books, 
and would be a very creditable addition to the Public Library ; 
it could, I th.nk, be secured at much less than its real value. In 
the first place, much of the stock is still held by the original pur- 
chasers in holdings of one or two shares to an office; I am confi- 
dent that in nearly every case this would be donated in event 
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of the books being turned over to the Public Library. I have 
talked personally with three of the five large stockholders, and 
have reason to believe that they would be willing to donate a 
reasonable share of their stock, though it is not to be expected 
that they would give it all. I am given to understand that the 
transfer of these books would be regarded with much favor by 
nearly every member of the Detroit Bar, and I earnestly recom- 
mend that this Board take some action through a proper com- 
mittee to see whether the plan is feasible, whether satisfactory 
arrangements can be made with the present stockholders for the 
acquisition of the property; also in case it is found practicable, 
to arrange the details. Permit me to say that it is proposed to 
utilize a room in the new County Building for the housing of this — 
library in event of its being acquired by the city; that proper ac- 
commodations are assured there, which are recognized as most 
convenient by the members of the Bar. 

In taking this step, Detroit would be in advance of other cities, 
and that is where she should be. Only in Pittsburg is there any 
attempt to supply the special needs of members of the Bar; and 
there it is not done on so comprehensive a scale as is now pro- 
posed. 
This, gentlemen, is the end of my suggestions. I thank you 
for your courtesy and patience, and trust some of them at least 
will be worth your further consideration. I append the usual 
list of receipts and expenditures for the past year, which will be 
printed in our reports later. I would call your attention to the 
fact that a wise economy and judicious expenditure leaves us 
with a sufficient balance for our needs until the new appropria- 
tion is available. 
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Financial Report. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY, JANUARY 1, 1899—JANUARY 1, 1900. 


Total receipts, including balance Jan. 1, °99........2..-.0020000+ $76,920. 36 
eLotalvexpenidutntEes spe sisc'se Se oi aia oe eters MiaERe eae ERE ee eT ste 44,382.83 
Bank balances pantdary 1, sl OOOs =. scrape ede yrcbaeraeettanse ei eieaaiers $32,537.53 


Respectfully submitted, 
MAYNARD D. FOLLIN, 


Secretary. 
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Report of the Librarian. 


To the Comnussioners of the Public Library: 

Gentlemen—I have the honor to present the report of the li- 
brarian, showing the growth and use of the library in the year 
1899. 

The whole number of books added to the library during the 
year was 6,962, of which 57 reported missing a year ago were 
returned, and 1,018 were gifts, as shown in detail in the appendix 
to this report. The number bought to replace books worn out 
by use was 1,566. During the same period 2,071 books were 
discarded as no longer fit for use, 107 were lost and paid for, 
4 were lost and not yet paid for, and 204 duplicates were sold 
or exchanged, making a total withdrawal of 2,386 volumes. The 
net additions of books were, therefore, 4,519. The whole number 
of books in the library on the Ist of January, 1900, was 157,510. 
Of this number 148,773 are classed as the working library and 
8,737 are unused duplicates. The number of books in the public 
school circulating libraries is 9,092, included in the above enumer- 
ation. There are 5,829 books in the German language, 3,852 in 
French, and 1,107 in Polish. 

The following summarizes the book inventory: 


No. volumes in library, 1899 inventory................ 152,034 
Volumes missing at inventory since returned.......... 57 
(Ndide data Goon by PUlCHASe sisi: siete mite «eee -r arene 5,147 
- ee a aR ACR He Cre ernst aOR ERT OIE A. 1,018 
“ a binding periodicals, etc............. 740 
TOtales GOstON Guess staves verre 6,905 
Withdra Wil W GLH OUE, ccc my ate «ite oidusestsratr asians «| olejole < 2,071 
Lost and) patd tOr.n acta sct asker ee sais ae 107 
ost NOt pardetOne sien dae net naaeetde’s hero 4 
Soldtor exchanged vek Hone waweilenioe access 204 
Total withdrawals)... 0.0. « 2,386 


Nét additions.......:.. 4,519 


No/volumes in library, Jantianyets T0008 SS. sins eo Few 157,510 
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The following shows the net number of volumes added in each 
of the several classes during the year, and the total at the end of 
the year in the working library, and does not include unused 
duplicates : 


Net Additions, Totai. 
IDO GHAp My, seraree avers aivcare seRele eee roe Inala ot TOK Ay Semester anatme 85 2,230 
General periodicals, including newspapers............ 70 9,359 
TPT SOP ltiyspe casas cst wie costar car ay siete tare oheisrewnieyai#.vueretereieuemicree go 2,534 
12ya) Seago ye fag ecehomemrt aca Pea ORI SIERRA ORS CORSO GIO) DOO C 231 8,408 
Sociology, including State documents ................ 470 14,935 
IEAGHUROI Koya ea em aac chia eee acacia iin Cae RC Ope e 74. 1,660 
S/S LENA) Sh Corp acm RIA eR SoU et oes Rie E rs cnt erent 286 8,570 
Prac Ei Sal AES wevgis xh secur res cls a7 faa ovat ttn lave: arabia LEaIve a aMehs iat his aie 390 9,969 
TEN Wateral aust cramp cucs UO GIO APO REA SOAS oes CORIO 256 4,652 
BTU E SRE ULL Gos ovens torte at oars! ca cei treoreeratta sackets rove oeensteTe vera aqevenayat betes 420 13,9081 
TISEOR YH ore ges ieltce eee Seren te Meee ean ae Rete teeny elcis re 499 15,922 
SENG ary Cleat eee ee an ea Re ae eee 196 9,856 
BLOT Ap Hyer siuale aeons alternate ashe whoo 5 ae mp Ian oaets 2 11,836 
JEU RSLS (ay a ea epee NO oer Rate Ca ES on OA RT ROR CNN 1,053 26,041 
United States Government documents................- 244 7,830 
HL Oba, 7 ccrenssalesaue saad carr Wed aioe te Tareiaren shemaber Geta hor Nr oRONMT SN op 4,659 148,773 


The following shows the cost of the books catalogued during 
the year, in the several classes: 


LSE opbKe yes fehl ch geen SMe Oren Cee ee $.. 65:36 
hal OSOp iypes aes hese hie. etree Ghee ee ee 68.21 
ReLSt OMG ec pre Sates emcee Creare cesta ee tome teerneratetometete 105.30 
Sociology acguias Cont ce Cie Cae eee 250.45 
EL OUOS aioli vcoleictoseny choi Chneee eel 67.10 
Sig ence vive dese are Pe eae atiaeoie eee a og rae 222.99 
PLACHICAIMAT TSanman aah nunc ineetee nore Tae 2377S 
EAVHLE GNEUS a Si ce's ote os inlet at taro nee tet 347.20 
MILER AtUTONG chic cece ok Tee Races oan Se eae ee 305.60 
PATS UOLVpreme hi treme cachet ea Cen Re ee 523.67 
AP AUEl Reig ulathurs DA Sere ttle Cake ase tac OR ee ce es 323.04 
BIO RLAP ly Aa ed Sesatee aes Scie ernie te a ee 314.40 
LUCIE} AN COLO Pe WR APPL ME clon itn bite on eos 920.95 


The foregoing does not include books added to the school - 
circulating libraries, nor serials of any description. 
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The following shows the registration of cardholders in each 
of the years named, registration being valid for only five years: 


DOOR Merten trates orbiter ratte sea eet 5,470 
BON eee aa aa Snedeker Coane ae en aS 6,462 
RSO7 emg scotia voces varctiniitn cians wie wash aA ee ee 6,583 
TS OG aster Seatac cs ae ee ee ae IDE ees teens 6,052 
ERO mr netrcaet tate tien terete aeons ae rae ee ee 5,761 

EL OLA lmeexla com eee cna oom 30,328 


The circulating department wwas closed for four weeks in July 
and August, while the painters and decorators were at work in 
the room. This fact had some effect upon the statistics of cir- 
culation. Though the main delivery room was closed, as stated, 
the reference room, periodical reading room and children’s room 
were kept open as usual. While the circulation shows a slight 
falling-off in consequence of the closing of the room, doubtless, 
the other departments all show increase, compared with the pre- 
ceding year. 


The foliowing is a statement of the circulation: 


Drawn at the library for home reading..... 338,976 
Drawn at the schools for home reading..... 111,836 
Potathomescirculationrd. ages os eget 450,812 
Reeorded use-at the library... gsm weds shi. en 509,506 
Potalwisewh pookse wk. tins Ges yee 2s 960,318 
Unbound periodicals in reading room........ 182,890 
Ora se yi CO cob whe, munmetaetar ah: se ne 1,143,208 


The following shows the percentage of circulation of books 
of the several classes, and of adult and juvenile use, not including 


school circulation : 
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LipraRyY READING, Home READING 
Adult, Juvenile. Adult, Juvenile. 
Edn CMI Sapte A oaein debe 7.80 ce as M 
Beas. Pee IN A Mie Ne 9.61 12.44 0.56 0.35 
i lah a ae ELITE DOC OO Laz oN 0.95 ee 
es i I Sa aes eet 2500 0.04 1.06 0.06 
SOCIOlO SY sere canes «sels «i cieelens 4.70 0.10 1.54 Onr 
iS) htl fo} Vek nine nuaricanttte, Raine IOcl 1.41 A 0.14 
(STi oleh A ee Oe DO cane 4.87 0.23 1.20 0.16 
IMEC ne rae acr ose oto sele ort 2.80 Me ea os 
PracticaleArtss<.o.% sar «seco 6.35 0.10 1.58 0.10 
Binre FAT tSe a. sraks tis sisleieats ars ai aree 9.20 O72 1.44 0.15 
AeIhErAtILRe ar arnle sees Rae 9 clues 6.30 0.25 3.04 0.22 
ISCO Tyiere oaielea ee one eee eet 6.65 1.50 2.975 0.87 
SDravel Sethe comin tte oe 4.22 0.78 1.85 0.35 
BIOS Tap Wy arcs ctespucasle cate oncismiertors 6.04 0.18 2.15 0243) 
APTS ULHTAEs hel te ate ene eae See ees 0.62 ALOT 50.78 23.09 
Gérimanivons.scsysonos sahoetoeiaeactoee 0.62 3.50 
PSR ELIC Hig.c2 se cee otis. pease ae custo oes 0.55 0.41 
PP Olisitacttainn ee ehiee ee chai 0.23 25 
Other Panguaces 1. secs oe 0.77 
AR eye Se, i sietovearne ee 77.00 22.94 74.20 25.80 


Books were supplied to the pttblic schools on the same plan 
as heretofore. These are traveling libraries sent out to the 4th 
primary grade and the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grammar grades. 
The number of books in these school traveling libraries is 5,062. 
In addition, books are placed in the libraries of the high schools, 
which are permanently kept in such libraries for the exclusive 
use of the pupils of those schools. The number of books thus 
placed is 3,125 in the Central, 506 in the Western and 399 in 
the Eastern High Schools. Total for all the schools, 9,092. All 
these are duplicate copies of books in the main library. 


The enrollment given in the following table is that of the 
grades to which books are sent, and does not include the enroll- 
ment in grades below the 4th. The statistics of circulation are 
those recorded of books drawn out and taken home for reading, 
and do not include the number of persons who read the books, nor 
the number of books read or consulted in the schoolhouse. This 
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latter item, if given for the high schools, would swell the figures 


many fold. 


SCHOOL CIRCULATION, 1899. 


Names of Schools. 
/SCTILCOTS Ste See Nn PEs APRS Aas Oa ag Rg 
Ea ele yer qiovmmem Men meee cae ccoce en meee 


ERCLY eR et eM aN? atom hekt eis eT OS oi Geo Tea 
TRAE CTS ameter oan ings A aaa a pre RC Rar aOR 


SE RSAN OES abides Cee CEE CES ELE oe Bae ET en aes 


EAGSR Ney tian MRR a ee ilenaIG Severe do Ont aronse 


Sale ee Yola clta ete ato wes Tease oe wt TO SV wT 
BY rabid Chaser an ctacaaae iceberg ecceeas casas enainteto nt ono: 


REGET CEL ctoatecouateretelens he oxpokata ferences eters aus caverta eRvierenssyancgees 
BRATHAN SIE SS Nes (sane site SR Oe Gas be SS 
a sell Chen peters tere aeine aioktebnceriinn cece crore ries 
CS Viet chs Sa el settee aT aaa eS eee Ate 
UP, sak oa Bere an eye eas ey CER tie Ie ARTES Soa ee 
HAA ASEUCLAN Sp sax oh AM acw net once lave te vavescein So anstcov aver ata taia ay orate cas tastnm aie eras 
LES HET Iwate, peperoge tot: WOR RCR MORAG Cae eI Tee RCs aoe ero 
ere Caen ett eh oe en a 
EVN OC Kemer ae sities stars ex scbauech Oe GS Sales tata eres oT AS Ts 
1 GRR Set teehee CARCI RICE ROE ACTOR Po oo 
HE Hcpeas> ING Tl pace Erotete onsicente oc Netoker esl onersenrretde amore rede sae 
Eebiea hy uci arate sie ae arcrauser ats va tote ae arctothc epatamecake hs ore avs 
IER EEIG ee cna OP OC CMS Ee CHEER RIT NOC ice ae a ee 
ac KSOUMEa ee atte iat erie pee teats pein a pee 
PGE ELS OM tears atalera aGong wD kl, Werera nearaibaie orn Mass GTS 
FoGhriston ss. 66.25 LAP RAMS Oe OE ate ake oh Me 
PIMP ARUe Siehe - Siz a wayne hep ae mah anin eo a Selene nas 
MEA SEG E a untae yrays statis te ahats IVS aomea unto na, sy a sa ato Sa 
BR Me GTS S yt aera att PE wate RNa es oe oe Guess 
NEW EERY. Wics sone Cork ttmdesee a oats se Prete 
Bi CHOI Setuetickete arate sakaniecions rraacemehe ae sees se 


Circulation. 


Enrollment. 
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Names of Schools. Circulation. Enrollment. 
SSR ee acaigordap cHucie cn oie mee 1,800 408 
Te ean ested ce ae rece Skye alinto} Sam Cone aveye esto eimtevnsEEssepe 773 122 
A EsVer esecsarire tavctiovs arn stat svetevagnerstiiar soils meat te tae ate ale esters aie 388 58 
IBERTes SS ep tabiriey or rata Ger EOC AITO ioe Owelten cre Ae 1,585 343 
DEMS rere, Srouatncc la ahan lowe bec a: afools an ars fevotwllny oearel ate ha on ata ae 265 118 
TS ORL Tiel eg ten res natialcnto eas Bgl iret Re ok em ne Ceara, ae 266 54 
BA SESH 0y Ola seat oe es ROO ee a ies eas ening Ea nae essere aI 860 76 
JEU OTaYS) Git) PRN ec rae ee Ta ALTO aEL A eciaren ae vere 1,457 179 
URNS Oot te ated aeseas eerie cai kh’ Uumlalvar ene Cal ar synrsk Meroe alleen 375 97 
RAIS SELL acer scarab diene stack a ave earerain Se ere cent ee eens 736 87 
Srp ps we ae ee See haces ees eee 181 125 
Eo) eed Ne nek i MEMBER AE or at SUPER eam Ary 2,479 521 
ADE Rola renee Per eh SEL iy ae PO ors ERNE we eo acc Tair 440 
LT WPZG a seats [oc heop ars Sg eR aE AC CREED tr ONS a AP? 1,733 367 
NFLTIAIDY eb dreds nancies vt ohn tres ont Sane ia ae SIN me Va 1,304 300 
Washing lonineaide Senses sete aaron care wee ates 905 383 
AGING oi plane yar ae ee Fe lee RN Rhee el Ie oe ek 3,979 607 
EM gil Letts Shan seh aage. abst os Set Geo a acme ey raters aa Baie Ue take era ate 1,113 208 
VAIN arias eter ane Rte crctints smimraials Seley eaeay menue 2,192 330 

Grammar Schools ......... OE isthe 70,990 13,420 
Centrale ria olipse keris seve eon eres RRL re 28,490 1,500 
Western! otter ees ties aiaians aura ede aeeiaien APSR 9,356 500 
astertie t11 Slim mre tieines ces e aoa PIRAR eh 3,000 200 

A Otal wets iac me Guacder ate ter caterer II1,836 15,626 


During the year the second supplement to the general cata- 
logue, forming the third volume of the series, was issued. It is 
in the same form and style as the preceding volumes, and makes 
a book of 860 pages. Tihe printed catalogues of this library are 
much in demand by other libraries, since they appear to be con- 
sidered the best exponent of the decimal system of classification, 
now so generally in use in this country, and which is coming 
into use in the most progressive libraries in England and the 
British colonies. Aside from the Peabody Institute of Baltimore, 
no large library in this country has printed a full catalogue in 
recent years. They mostly content themselves with monthly or 
quarterly bulletins, or with condensed finding lists, or classified 
special reading lists. Doubtless their home patrons are forced 
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to rely almost wholly upon the system of cards in trays or draw- 
ers, a tedious and cumbersome method of discovering titles. 

The 1895 edition of the fiction finding list having been ex- 
hausted, the printing of a new edition was begun late in the 
year. This will include not only English prose fiction, but that 
in the German and French languages as well. The printing had 
not been completed at this writing, but is in a forward state, and 
it is expected that the work will be upon — library tables within 
a few weeks at farthest. 

Upon the suggestion of a committee Be women representing 
the missionary societies of the various evangelical churches of 
the city, a reading list upon Christian Missions was compiled. 
This list contains upwards of 600 titles, and was printed late in 
the year in the form of a folder, and was distributed without 
charge through the committee. 

This inexpensive way of placing in the hands of many people 
lists of books in which they.n ~ he presumed to take special in- 
terest has been already suggestive uf-other lists to be issued in 
similar form. One on Chemistry, Pharmacy and Allied Subjects 
has been prepared, and a select list of modern medical books for 
the use of physicians and medical students is contemplated. 


Subjoined is a statement of the receipts and expenditures dur- 
ing the year 1899, in the usual detailed form: 


Balance on hand Jan. Ist, 1899 (as per last report).............. $20,825.85, 
RECEIPTS. 
From City Treasurer: 
BBR reas IOC ween Sac veto RS versie oy aiaie Sate onreiia naee wie ee $45,348.24 
BRAKES eh TOO. asl wens neers aie ocsie See eteale sia esha Sets 5,555.12 
WASESER TE COZ eh ors nreye atstetel cesanetcrehelal ost nierey shale Soiecw > Sel 9.37 
——— 50,912.73 
Bromucon Preas.) fines and, pendltiess s.y.\40 0.5 setae e ee eee ee 3,168.09 
Tmterestiony daily, DAlAMCES ns cicreretawys 1a = apoio Ou sie wren sie Iaey> 616.92 
ei rarye MMe See tetera seas areas st sles oe crew tence pia 1,139.35 
SalessofuCataloctlessam mace see hani ae ieiis oe nmi eelseatrinrs » 28.70 


Life) chloe Ai Gectern ch pGStOOA ce Omg Tor Do eee E aor $76,691.64. 


RICHARD STORRS WILLIS was born at Boston, February Io, 
1819, and died at Detroit, May 7, I900. 


He came of a literary family, his father and grandfather 
having been journalists and founders of newspapers. His 
brother, Nathaniel Parker Willis, and his sister, Sara Willis 
Parton, are both widely known in the world of letters. He was 
graduated from Yale University in 1841, and after graduation 
spent some years in Germany studying the science of music. 
There he enjoyed the warm personal friendship and interest of 
Prof. Hauptmann, the great Mendelssohn, Gutzkow, the 
dramatist; Freiligrath, the poet, and many others. He was the 
author of seyeral noted musical compositions of a high order 
which enjoy perpetuity. He also wrote verse and essays and 
reviews of a creditable literary quality. 


He took his seat in the Library Commission in January, 
1888, and was afterward re-elected to a second full term of six 
years, retiring on the first of January of the present year. Five 
years before his retirement he was elected President of the 
Board, a position in which he continued up to the time of the 
expiration of his membership. 


At a meeting of the Library Commission, held on May 9, 
I900, the Board voted to attend the funeral in a body, and 
appointed a committee to prepare a suitable minute to be 
entered in its records. At a subsequent meeting the committee 
submitted the following, which was adopted: 


WHEREAS: Our late associate, Richard Storrs Willis, for 
twelve years a member of this Board, has been removed by 
death, at the advanced age of 81, years; 


Resolved: ‘That we desire to place on record our high appre- 
ciation of the value of his services as a member of the Board of 
Library Commissioners. His courteous and urbane manner, 
coupled with his scholarly attainments, made our meetings with 
him in his official capacity pleasant and agreeable. While the 
presiding officer of our Board he was especially faithful in his 
attendance at our meetings, and his rulings were always on the 
side of harmony and in keeping with the good fellowship of the 
several members of the Board. 


Resolved: That we, with the community at large, regard his 
loss a serious one, in that there has been taken from our city’s 
educational circles one who has given much of his lifetime to 
the advancement, not only of the interests of the Library, but to 
that of general literature, and the musical and art world, as well. 

_esolved: That there be spread upon our official records this 
brief minute of our regard for him and his work, and that a 


copy be suitably inscribed and forwarded to his immediate 
family. 


RICHARD STORRS WILLIS. 
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Appendix. 


Following are the names of donors to the Library during the 
year, with the number of volumes and pamphlets given by each: 


Vols, 
PAGAL IS I Ore ts pee ld OSLOM snares se IAS em Geta See ee 
American Anti-Vivisection Society..............s.00.- 
American Bible Society, New York................... 
American Book Company; Chicagor....cs.cesn oes ees 28 
American Laryngological Association ................ I 
American National Red Cross Relief Society.......... I 
American Printing House for the Blind, Louisville.... 
PASSE as VEE SonO), ie ECE OL ay -te enter cieeie odes oe 
Arbitration Conference, Lake Mohonk................ 
PAMOnStan Ets Ne Bee Cth Ole teases ce heer 
Apkinson~ Edwarck  BOStotasstesarerndk. sb ees sie ctane vee ee 
PRVvery ee Nliss Clara, «(Gtr Oitsnm chloe eit eee eee res I 
eer pee LOC Ace) CLE OLL seatatern Acteianelsnerevaeiere Raveena oie 2 
Palchwmies Wes Philadel phiars.e. seems et seasons tom 3 I 
PA oIMOLeA CITY. cis. <\¢ clenisc = exsmpne sl sscie sree ae eee I 
Banta.) heen Mec News Ofk xs ces niwc eames vac eae I 
Barnes VWilliany As. POSTON na astsresces ess fae cclses ele sies 
ves acre Wisguel JECT OI barns. a ricem serie ete nlvile wnejn otis alee novelece 
Bellevue Hospital, Society of Alumni.................. I 
(Brel oa eA spt CLEOUE ne i dec eiciere ese tiene since airs caterers 2 
aston b OO + SOMA ser eccyaters otis! ale’ aiere cfalees) nares lelelee ae 
IBostan INECOrd. COmMISSIONELS. 6 fae vee ane Soo dlseucwe I 
Brodie, Dr. Benjamin P., Detroit...-.......22.4-.-+.°: 284 
aay TSO yer Ol tcaw cle eieiatc) sho steele: steve, ovale lela} otal giakertte Sioa (ests I 
Bugbee, Ida, Detroit...... A ses Eis, Chery gtd SOREN ies cee 4 
Bunker Hill Monument Association..............+.+5+ I 
Birt onmGnlVinw Detroit ce sacute ee ta as oe a ntsiyh ee esis one aa 
Busey, Samtfel C., Washington...........200cecees snes I 
Paamadn. Royal ‘Society. Ofs'sr ug ates ots ce oe’ luedepg axis il 
‘Caryl, Charles W., Denver. oc occc si eces sce eee been ences it 
Casgrain, P. B., Quebec. ........ece ec nescence eect cress 4 
I 


RoaulicinS LP Tole ds were ca so 6 cine oftcnts 9 ais inrm eee pie ern ¢ 


Pamph. 
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Vols. 
Chadwick, J. W., Brooklyn.......0...+e eee eee eee ences 
Chase, W. G., Boston....... 0. se ee cere rece eceetecceces 
Chicago Board of Trade.......-0++ seer teense cee eeeees 
Chicago Civil Service Commission......s.++-++++eee55 
Chicago Educational Commission .....-.--++-+++++++- 
Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce...........0-e+eseees 
Clark, R. W., Detroit......... sce ee ee eee ee cece tence 
Cleveland Board of Education..........+-.-.--++e+0+: 
Cleveland Municipal Association ......-.++++.+.+++-+- : 
Connecticut Board of Health..............-----2--+-- I 
Connecticut Bureau of Labor Statistics..........-..+-- I 
Corlisas J. Bec Detroity 4)... dee wens retieteerenas er 4 
Gutters Eo New York. .\ circ cc sccelee aoeie= ciate shire Rivage I 
Denison, Dr. Charles M., Detroit... .........2....20-:: 
Depew, Chauncey M., New York............20--s000 
Detroit Association’ of Charities cc. cc enr-ts 6 + sielelerei tes _ 
PetrOit, FOULMAL wasters oo wie ae aes 4 wi STorwlneT ete a IapSU Capen I 
Detrotta Mauseum-sot Axt ci-col ke eat sei earns 
Detroit Public Lighting Commission 
Dexter, Mary, Cincinnati 
Dickerson; pl sgbe,s DCE Olt we sroeys eu ioeeqeaan steerer eke eee 
Fairmount Park Art Association, Philadelphia......... aw 
Field Columbian Museum, Chicago.................... I 
Pinney, Ba S:: Ann Arbot-..i.-s.<eeneec cL ae ee 
Foote, Allen R., Washington 
Ford, C., New York 
Franklin, A. B., Chicago 
Friends’ Yearly Meeting 
Green, Dr. S. A., Boston 
Green mo. bo-.k WOLCESten: ae macsade he ee eireee bie eer ae 
Guthrie wikouser@aklyn iN: oct ermrrete meee Ge eee a 
Guysi, Alice V. and Jeannette, Detroit................. 38 
Hammond, J. E., Lansing 
ATMA VOn MM PO OSTOMS cic ca slots ce aiete cette i ieee ae ee 
Hayden, E., Washington 
Tal See Wo 5: SEB OSE OTN hai evecare eee sien Ie eee 
Hollister, Mrs. Lilian M., Detroit 
Houghton, Mifflin & Company, Boston............. I 
Hunt, Charles W., New York 


= = Se ee 


ee eo 


ec cl 


me NO we 


Ce cr a | 


ee a ey 


Ce ee re | 


Ce ec | 


a cars 


Ullinots} Mabon. Burau ccm Ces ae cere ae ena I 
Indian Rights Association, Philadelphia............... we 
IndianavWedical Society sec acetnncs aoe ce screenees I 
Intercontinental Railway Commission................. 6 
‘Lowa Geolopicale:Survey is meinen aces con cree ereatnere I 


Pamph. 
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Vols 
HELO MON Oem CLEOILD Sat ok oe et ce cc mck ne 117 
Johnson Publishing Company, Columbus............. I 
jighnston,. sor G0 rs Grand Rapidsans:. 2! aancacetietian I 
iKatisasn Academy: Of SClenCe pb «rat cue osalisis cites ene I 
Kansas boatd FOr AP Ticultires = sans ssrsiin ca cote ye 2 
Hansa s maStOnical sSOCletyatee tes cs some eu celery oes 
EEOC PA Vette LICEEOI US ene este cee Fowraltoes takever enema sere I 
Warmed Prot «Ger Wes Vest. ROINt? wand dnc es Hue code eras I 
Pearardue fon Gor Ey Detroien eee atta asie nae I 
Be wid Sae Cre OL CRA ate ete et teenc ncisiartcisvoiar starsyaetorsintarorsinrersak peta I 
Wockwood. Mirs: WA Detroit’. ss. 2. ches ce tien ee 21 
NEG onalcl AT.) Wiashin@ tom sae sath, cteabes < vinturicn eetaee ‘ 
Marremitabom Ered: iy 2 Hane booeinlie siete: oe ee I 
Nakncihme tr rGrur . Pintladelphia. vc ase. veins eather oe 
Mate VV N ch LP CLEOIU stare tence oral ee dS ocresrapes RN Chee stay 3 
Maryland Soldiers’ ComimissiOtiz. .,. acc. setae. seek 2 
Massachusetts Board of’Charities......s.ccc0se00s ss. if 
Massachusetts, Commonwealth of............000.0000% I 
Massachusetts Rr Ro Conimission, - 2... oe ese ces sakes I 
Massachusetts Record Commission.................+- 
Melville Rear “Admiral. Wis SevNiens ois sac atin akoaroenes 
Methodist Women’s Foreign Missionary Society..... 
Michigan Board of Corrections & Charities........... I 
Michie VS OArd LOM TLEAl thes t2 a ccicina c srmislaveyenanei Whoa 
Michigan Department of Education.................. I 
Wachrsiny Secretary: Ofy States) Listy cits se domitrne Wun euaene 
Willer whl enty.. Detrothr.ctcgyeag ox aie os oe oe cusyeniate Lies I 
Milwaukee City Service Commission............... 
Wiinmeapolis: oars COmi»liSStOMn or, scare Seite) « atautversas, ahs ee 
DVETnMes Otay Mae GlOgical | SuEVey cc. ac cictorsitew'e v.01 « sromets via 2 
Missouri Agricultural Experiment Station............ 
Missouri, Geological ~SUEVEY sn... = sid si sia rotates I 
Monta rardeaOn . bireatte src acis)s asBee one musi ton svaileyeneln iano 
Marray, c. H., Woodsocket, Masses. a2. 0d2%0s» sajecets aa 
Witvaléioe IBE-@S tS) Ege) Eka is lS Balan ine rarionOCrcOn ono Un ocrorie I 
National Civil Service Reform League................ ae 
MWatiomcls SOClety GSN my Rc wile oictetw cd omer serene sale etaemtg I 
NMehraskarl abot. DUneatios = -,saicircinmaen mettle «i -iniciece I 
Nee Ee cA mti-V IVISECtiOn” SOCLELYcissic eit. setaels orig es eisies 
INew jerseywAdiutant General te oie clase aecsengn pers I 
New Jersey Geological Survey............-.-- Dai kagens I 
New Jersey Industrial School for Girls............... 
New Jersey State Prison..........s.+epeeescecsecees I 


New York City Board of Education ......-..+-.+-- 2 


Pamph, 
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10 
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New WOT ca lye May, Ot Olepeccrsrsrcstee tel civialsieiale tes <item ierrets I 
New York Charities Aid Association...........+....-- 

New: York” Forest Preserve” Board. 22: pes clic se acer 

ING Wor VO ee avi eniihe nAS ya Uhtalisyiciatonage nav sraticconaleisterotonetele ene ters 

New oy ork Vabor<Bureatl sus te was aws Sees s eee tables I 
New Vor lee Reform: Clit biccmacicercce eeatersne elon ese 

iNew = orks State = Musetinitkwacic sass sare comiarinsiae steers I 
Norntaii is] Boston s sees am ao at ae eles seers renee TE 
North Carolina, State Medical Society of.............. I 
Olds: cAy vise oD etroiter omens ate ae een ae ate iig we era ieee 
PennsylyvatiasddiStOricake SO CLELY cry jnicresenrcayeiapeyetorel del ister ien= I 
Pennsylvania Prison Society, Philadelphia............ te 
Peters,. Wie ence) .os beth, Shalom ss Conneene ssa I 
Ransom,» Georges. EH. y5)D ethOitntnwar we ote intone nrc alee 
Rhodé-Island Board of Health ax sac'e teeveiee cnet 
Rhode-tsiand. Labor. DUuneatlaecm wis nisteroustenestintras ae en 
Richardson, Wm. A. Estate of, Washington.......... 
Rictiniond: & Backus, Cot, (Detroita: tee ee es ee 
ARO bbIns OT Heed Weee D CthOit xa a cence were earners 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY OF DETROIT, 1900 
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GEORGE Ostus, : 322 Field Avenue, : 2 TOOT 
C, HENRI oy Ny M. ‘D., 16) Jonny Ra Street, | so 1902 
Joun S. Gray, : 2 37 E. Woodbridge Street, ‘* 1903 
Joun E. Crarx, M.D. . 18 John R.Street, . . “ 1904 
MAYNARD D. FoLtin, . . 104 Jefferson Avenue, . . “ 1905 
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OFFICERS OF THE LIBRARY COMMISSION, 1900 


Joun S. Gray, 5 . President 
C. Henri LEonarp, M. D., Vice-President 
James E. Scripps, : : Secretary 


Henry R. ANDREWS (e2-0fficio) . Treasurer 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


On Administration—Messrs, LronarpD, Gray, Osius 
On Books—MeEssrs, CLARK, SCRIPPS, FOLLIN, Osius 
On Finance—Mezssrs. LEONARD, SMITH, CLARK 


Librarian and Superintendent, 
Henry M. UTLEY 


*Mr, Butzel died January 17, 1900, and George Osius was elected to fill the un- 
expired term. Mr. Butzel had been chosen President for 1900, and after his 
death John S. Gray was elected as his successor. 
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OFFICERS OF THE LIBRARY COMMISSION, 1901 
« 


C. Henr1 LEonarD, M.D., 4 President 
Joun S, Gray, A Vice-President 
Jamgs E. Scrirps, : . Secretary 
Henry R. ANDREWS (ex-officio) . Treasurer 
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On Finance—Messrs, CLarxK, Scripps, MARSCHNER 


Librarian and Superintendent 
Henry M. Urey 


Report of the President. 


To the Board of Education: 


Gentlemen—The Library Commission herewith submits 
reports of the affairs of the Library during the year 1900 for 
the consideration of your honorable body. 

From the Librarian’s report it will be seen that the use of 
books belonging to the Library has been greater than ever 
before, showing an increase of about 14 per cent. over the 
year 1899. It is true much of that is due to the establishment 
of the various branches during the year, but even aside from 
the circulation added by them, the use of bound books at the 
Central Library has increased nearly 6 per cent. over the 
previous year. Bearing in mind that very much of the circula- 
tion of the branches is drawn from the Central, you will read- 
ily see that the demand on the Public Library in the year 
1900 was greatly in advance of that of any other year. That 
the ratio of increase will be even greater during the current 
year, may be confidently expected, from the fact that a much 
greater number of patrons was added to the list, as shown by 
the issue of cards, than ever before in one year—and these 
mostly in the latter part of the year. If the experience of 
other cities is to be any criterion for us, we may confidently 
expect a very great increase of circulation through the 
branches. The Chicago Public Library reports 65 per cent. 
of its circulation through its delivery stations and branches, 
while in other cities the record is somewhat similar. 

The Commission was enabled to fit out these branches 
without encroaching on the regular income of the Library— 
the Common Council and Board of Estimates having granted 
our request for $10,000 for that purpose. We carry in our 

- financial report the sum of $9,500 as a building fund, which was 
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granted one year ago with which to make additions to the 
present overcrowded premises. The difficulties that have 
come in the way of carrying out the original intention, as well 
as the project of procuring a new library building, are fully 
stated by the Librarian. For these two reasons, and because 
of the hesitancy felt in spending the people’s money to make, 
at best, a poorly patched up job of the present building, this 
balance is carried in our resources, until it shall be fully de- 
cided what course of action is best to adopt. That any alter- 
ation or addition it is possible to make to the present building 
will suffice, at most, but for a few years, is apparent to every- 
one who knows the conditions; and the question seems to be, 
shall the Library be kept up to the constantly growing de- 
mands of a great city, or permitted to drift along as best it 
can, regardless of these demands? Surely no public spirited 
citizen of Detroit would purposely obstruct the erection of a 
library building such as might be pointed to with pride, and 
that would compare favorably with those of other cities. 
Should the plan of City Controller Blades be adopted it would 
seem that the erection of such a building could be attained 
without undue hardship to the taxpayers of the city. This 
plan is to issue city bonds running thirty years and to raise 
by taxation each year a sum sufficient to meet the interest, 
say 3% per cent., and also 2%4 per cent. more to form a sink- 
ing fund for the final payment of these bonds, thus making a 
total of 6 per cent. to be raised each year. In thirty years 75 
per cent. will have been accumulated from the 2% per cent. 
annual sum, and it is estimated that the interest from the sink- 
ing fund on deposit will easily care for the remaining 25 per 
cent. This will give the city the benefit of a suitable build- 
ing in the near future, with the cost of its erection running 
over a period of thirty years—and thereby placing a part of its 
price on the generation in the future that will be benefited 
by it. 

Increased expenditure for 1900 of $8,222.15 ag compared 
with the previous year, is due almost entirely to the fitting up 
of the branches and their maintenance. The actual expense 
of administration of the Library has been kept at the lowest 
possible sum consistent with effectual service. 
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It is a matter of satisfaction to the Library Commission 
that in seeking to increase the circulation of books through 
the various schools, your Board has done everything that 
could be asked, to facilitate the work. We also recognize the 
fact that it is due to the Board of Education that these rooms 
in the High Schools were made available for the branches, and 
that without your friendly co-operation it is extremely doubt- 
ful if these could have been established during the year. 

On January 17th the Library suffered the loss of one of its 
warmest friends, in the death of Magnus Butzel, who, but a 
few days before, had been elected President of the Commis- 
sion. His death was followed soon after—on May 7th—by 
that of Richard Storrs Willis, who had at the beginning of 
the year finished his term of office as President. Both of these 
men had served the Library long and faithfully and their loss is 
keenly felt. Appropriate notice of these deaths has been al- 
ready taken, and it only remains for us to again record our 
appreciation of their high character, and of the invaluable ser- 
vices they have rendered the Library. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Joun S, Gray, 
President. 


Detroit, December, 1900. 
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Report of the Secretary. 


To the Commissioners of the Public Library: 


Gentlemen—Complying with custom, I submit a report of 
the receipts and expenditures on account of the Library fund 
during the year 1900. 

The Common Council and Board of Estimates made a spe- 
cial appropriation of $10,000 for the enlargement of the build- 
ing which was then in contemplation. But it was found, when 
bids were obtained for the work, that it would cost much 
more than the amount of the appropriation. Therefore, the 
Board set aside this sum, less the $500 paid the architects for 
making plans and specifications, as a building fund, as shown 
below: 


Balance on hand January I, 1900..... Ms Teter Wioting demas eee $32,537 53 
RECEIPTS. 
From City Treasurer: 

City taxes i890) -cee Pes caveces © eee aaron wensatee $ 5,073 73 
Cityrtaxes,, (TQO0S« Sada hates Rene NT eee ee 46,285 80 

, 52,259 53 

From County Treasurer, fines and penalties.......0...-.«e.eces 3,084 71 

Interest on daily: balancesiesciv: AN cor econ eres 773 30 

DAD rary. LES avis: cena vevereyerotn raters ons corso aise ca erene en Mee eel eee 1,489 27 

NOP OSE: HOOKS. ix\s.sye'crae sremmeesieia attr sere Orne tok oes EE ae 175 49 

Bromesdies (Of catalogies.o: oes See eee er ee ee 88 05 

Books sold scuseriien eck teen Gre Race Cane ee 560 77 

Janik “golly 4. ce, Secchi euch ee See eee ee 40 18 

Messenger sices 12. -hitrmiot aitoeen eet ee eee 2 20 

RG Datei th sh rave csiteieicacsvarsrepeitepehe Reece cael r ea ee arte maeT 3 81 

Moneysfoundvingthe dkibraty, sccm e eee ee ere 4 00 

‘Total “receipts Mc. c.earets Ooh se ee ee eee 5514 8 

Lotal disbursements, as per table belows.).enee eee eee — 78 

Balance in treasury December 31, 1000... 0.+ «esas anus $37,058 06 

(Lessnamountiin Library, Buildine. ium) eeee eee 9,500 00 


Balance ins Generale Ptindssm ae ae eee ee $28,458 06 


LIBRARY COMMISSION REPORT OF Igoo, 


4 OSS‘zS¢ 1Z goe‘t¢ 66 goz¢ DOnGee CO) ao 883'1$ 

oS ofs‘¢ a Seat ee a Std oe 00 Sz 60 66 

RG RAN EO ews Be 93 ELI Zi 6€S 

Zt Ser Seance ROA a 06 Seer 8S 69 

00 SZS ature hatealets oS Ze oes Stee 

Eo prety ie Seeote exons Rashes ete Pee chr ional 

09 £¢ Mn oeaesy oe ree ZI Sy 00 9 

Ie OfF1‘T Nelo re eens zQ O1€ oS 69 

IO III sitar Raa tihcs, Penner mete ae 

br iF1 Rspera treo Momrae RoMRnat, Shateate Bra ias.4 Sic 

69 o1z‘ Serene ee 00 Fzr Braise VS TAS 

bZ SLL Go one sae we Or tr ob €1 

Lo zg iene A ter ele shes Acute ean 

16 306 Sahawend Mera Bo iwi Que wales Seat han 

1S 6Sh SPO pan or Ste AOE Ri ares a We racaticers 
Mavesree o£ 16 


98 489'c 
6g oOzO‘II¢ 
1ROL 


IZ goz'r$ 


“‘SOLIBIGM'T 
[ooyos 


66 68 ¢ 


Heme wee 


“qounig 
Wnqyp oy 


gr ZS 
09 gIz‘I¢ 


*€ youwig 


16 S66 ¢ 


‘e youeig 


B4 pores 


00 06 
oS Zog 
69 649 
Of Ze 
gr zi 
ZI voz 


Peer eevee 


be Lb 
Zz v1 


eee ee eee 


ZZ OQ 
94 SoP‘I¢ 


"1 youBig 


oz 9So‘zb¢- 


Ose e Cac 
08 96P‘oz ° 
00 00S : 
ey VAR 82 
46 9fh 
To) £47 : 


CE ON 70% 7 


“sss "9oTAras JO}ues 
Sees os pri See realise 
“s"ssoypuriq Surg yy 
“T"SOITAIOS 8 JoazYOIy 
“"* songojrjzv9 Ssunurig 
Trteeeseseees goupmsuy 
"Ns nals ime ona gaet 


ee Oe Bee 0.0) ecu prep Ssordxq 


PI IPI 616) “e)(0i'e<e ene /eipiie lini fecaire lel a8v4sog 


oe 100) oa 
16 €¢Z 
49 828 
16 396 
IS OCP 
OL LE0% 


16 €10'Z ¢ 


*AIBAQGVY 
[B84}uUa5 


“SHUN LIGNGAX HO INENWELVY LG GaTivLaqd 


6:9) Rabie p67 wliéke) di lb ie 


sorjddng 
‘€rou0Nes pue syUurlg 


V8) 2) O-6 calsbe leece, ete at pie Siredayy 
0) 8 ceUS" Rate ice) igh hake 4) bee Jeng 


SIME Te ere whe saith, wrote suIpurg 


061 para eevee al suoldrosqng 
syoog 


P)kel sl SiGe wis] Brel pie Spree 


10 LIBRARY COMMISSION REPORT OF 1900. 


The financial statement of the Library is for the calendar 
year, while the fiscal year of the city runs from July to July. 
Therefore the balance shown above does not represent a sur- 
plus, but the working funds of the Library for the coming six 


months. 
James E. Scripps, 


Secretary. 
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Report of the Librarian. 


To the Comimissioners of the Public Library: 


Gentlemen—I have the honor to report the operations of 
the Library during the year Igoo: 

The whole number of books added to the Library during 
the year was 11,578. At the same time there were withdrawn 
—worn out, lost and sold or exchanged—3,294 books, making 
the total of net additions 8,284, and increasing the total num- 
ber of books in the Library to-165,794. 

The extensive use of the books wears them out very rap- 
idly, 2,216 being thrown aside during the year from this cause. - 
These are almost wholly in the class of popular novels. Sev- 
eral hundred of these books, too badly worn and soiled for 
our use, were given away, to the county asylum, the county 
jail, the several city missions, etc. An effort is usually made 
to replace the worn out books, if they are still in demand, but 
it often happens that they are out of print and not obtainable 
at reasonable prices. In cases where we have a sufficient 
number of copies, the worn out books are cancelled and the 
stock reduced to that extent. The number of books bought 
during the year, to replace, was 1,260. 

Of the net additions of the year 3,465 were placed in the 
Central Library, 3,269 in branch libraries, and 1,190 in the pub- 
lic school libraries. Of the whole number of books belonging 
to the Library 151,883 are in the Central Library, 3,629 in 
branches and 10,282 in the public school libraries. Of the books 
in the Central Library 8,235 are unusued duplicates. There are 
- 5,993 books in the German language, 3,935 in French and 
1,102 in Polish. In the last mentioned language no additions 
have been made for several years and a fresh supply is greatly 
needed. 
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Detailed statistics of the book accessions, as well as of the 
use of books and periodicals, will be found in the appendix 
to this report. 


Use of the Library. 


The use of the Library shows an increase over preceding 
years. The total use of bound books at the Central Library 
was 896,970, as against 848,482 in the previous year. Added 
to this is the use of books at the branches and in the schools, 
amounting to 160,642, making a grand total of 1,057,612 books. 
There is also to be added to the account, the use of current 
periodicals in the reading room at the Central Library and in 
the branches, which amounts to 243,946. This does not in- 
clude the reading at the Hurlbut branch, to which we supply 
periodicals, and of which no record is kept. This makes a 
grand total of 1,301,558 library books and periodicals used dur- 
ing the year, an increase of 158,350 over the preceding year. 
It should be said that this is below the actual fact, because, 
in the nature of things, many books are used at the shelves and 
in various parts of the Library, of which no record can be 
kept. Our system of taking a receipt for each book delivered 
to a patron permits an exact count of such use, but there are 
open shelves at which people help themselves to one or many 
books as they please. 

The number of holders of library cards who are entitled 
to draw books for home reading has increased by 1,618 during 
the past year. These cards are good for five years from the 
date of issue. The following shows the number issued in the 
years named and the number of valid cards now outstanding: 


TBO wares. «x Se%s deicaer eee ches foruapatee tie are eee ea 6,462 
ESOP Sores tye.co kcal yea OE re ea eS ee ee 6,583 
TROOP crore aisiend's. ne oe Week bre ecd aieee char Ae ee 6,052 
TSOO ee aislaaie Neel ce alti ae cle. Se eee ee 5,761 
NC OP SI ON Is SAME Trae io cups AT Sancti 7,088 

Wihole™numibervot card's 7 seat aen ieee 31,946 


Of the cards issued during the year 1,260 were issued on 


applications filed at the branches by persons who never before 
had library cards. 
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Branch Libraries, 


One of the most important events of the year was the 
actual opening of branch libraries. This has been discussed 
for many years, but there were financial difficulties in the way. 
These were removed by the appropriation by the Common 
Council and Board of Estimates of $10,000 to compensate in 
a degree for the loss of revenue from police and other crim- 
inal court fines, which, from some inscrutable cause, dropped 
almost to the vanishing point. The matter was further facil- 
itated by the Board of Education, which furnishes a suitable 
room in each of the three high schools without rental charge, 
and heats and lights the same without expense to the Library 
Board. p 

The first of these branches, located in the Central High 
School, entrance on Warren aventte, Miss Mary Myler in 
charge, was opened April 2. The second is in the Harris 
School building, corner of Ellery and Pulford streets, which 
building is temporarily occupied for high school purposes 
pending the completion of the new building on the Eastern 
Boulevard. The Library was opened April 16, with Mr.” 
Adolf Gronkowski in charge. It occupies the same room on 
the second floor with the school library and the books of the 
latter, which were supplied by the Library Commission, are 
used indiscriminately with those of the branch proper, except 
that they are not given out for home circulation. The Library 
is for the exclusive use of the pupils during school hours—8 :30 
a.m. to I p. m., and is in charge of the school librarian. From 
1 o'clock until 9 p. m. it is a public library and is in charge of 
our librarian. é 

The third branch is located in the Western High School on 
Scotten avenue, and was opened October 25th, with Miss Bes- 
sie Brow, librarian, in charge. The opening was delayed thus 
late in the year to await the completion of the building. The 
details of cost of these three branches will be found in the Sec- 
retary’s report, and the number of books placed in them, and 
their use will be found in Appendices A and B. 

It was expected that the Hurlbut Library, in the Water 
Works Park, would be turned over to the Public Library to 
be supplied with books and made a full fledged branch. But 
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the Water Commission has shown an inclination to retain its 
management and so it is utilized, so far as the Public Library 
is concerned, only as a delivery station. In this respect it 
has proven very useful and a convenience to a large constitu- 
ency, as will be noted by a glance at the statistical tables. The 
Library supplies periodicals for the reading room; the cost of 
the daily delivery of books is trifling. Aside from these items 
the Library has no expense in connection with this branch. 
If the city limits should be extended on the east side, as has 
been suggested, or if a bridge should be constructed from the 
Water Works Park to.the Island Park, this library would be 
the focus of a larger constituency even than at present. The 
Library Board may well encourage its development and use 
in all possible ways. 


Reading for the Young. 


Operations through the public schools have been continued 
on the same plan as heretofore and with results which will be 
found set forth in Appendix B. Several hundred volumes have 
been supplied to the three high schools for exclusive use in 
those schools, but the lists for fhe grammar grades remain 
substantially as heretofore. In view of the increase in the 
number of pupils and the fact that many of the books are 
much worn, it will probably be wise to revise the lists and 
enlarge them, at the end of the present school year. 

An improvement has been made in the matter of more 
prompt collection and delivery of the boxes. It has happened 
that much valuable time was wasted in the transportation of 
books to and from the Library. As this matter was in the 
control of the Board of Education, through its agents, the 
Library management had nothing to say about it. Now, how- 
ever, there is a full realization in all quarters of the importance 
of prompt action. 

The space devoted to the children’s department at the Cen- 
tral Library has proved entirely inadequate to the demands 
upon it. Temporary arrangements were made by placing 
tables and chairs in the branch packing room and opening it 
for the overflow on busy days. This was better than turning 
the children into the street, but far from satisfactory. Early 
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in the year a plan was devised to add another story to the rear 
extension of the building, transfer the newspaper files to the 
new quarters and extend the children’s room to double its 
present capacity. An appropriation of $10,000 was allowed by 
the Common Council and Board of Estimates for the purpose. 
But when bids were received for the work it was found that 
the cost would far exceed the appropriation and so no relief 
could be looked for in that direction. 

Another suggestion has been made but held under consid- 
eration for the present, and that is, to transfer the children’s 
department to the general reading room on the main floor, 
removing the newspapers to the present children’s room and 
the magazines to the reference room. This change of quarters 
would be an admirable thing for the children, and. would well 
enough serve the newspaper readers, but the drawback lies in 
bringing a large number of magazine readers into the reference 
room, to the possible annoyance of the people who make such 
great use of the latter for purposes of study. However, it 
appears altogether probable that some way will be devised to 
better accommodate young patrons of the Library. without 
inconvenience to their elders. : 

I take the liberty to quote some interesting items from 
the latest report of Miss Mary Conover, Superintendent of the 
children’s department: “Although not within the months cov- 
ered by this report I should like to mention a picture bulletin 
which was made for us by the Albany library school. It was 
illustrative of the history of Concord and Lexington in the 
outbreak of the American revolution and was accompanied by 
a list of books of interest in connection with the subject. In 
July we received two more from the same place, one, ‘Children 
of Many Lands,’ for which we made the accompanying read- 
ing list; the other, ‘Hawaii.’ October 12 we hung a tastefully 
arranged board picturing Columbus, his life and discoveries, 
together with an exhaustive list of Columbus literature con- 
tained in our room, enclosed in a decorative cover. It was de- 
signed and executed by Miss Mumford, who also loaned a pic- 
ture of the Columbus monument in further illustration of the 
subject. She also prepared a thorough and comprehensive list 
of books concerning ‘Pilgrims and Puritans’ and a pretty and 
effective bulletin which we put up just before Thanksgiving. 
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arn 


We have a board covered with dark green burlaps which 
serves as a background for weekly lists of new books, book 
covers, authors’ pictures, and whatever arouses in our public 
an intelligent interest in current events or matters of history 
and the books which illuminate them. Special picture bulle- 
tins celebrated Admiral Dewey’s visit to the city and empha- 
sized the lessons of labor day, the presidential election, affairs 
ipcC hing. etc: 

“A few weeks ago Miss Queene Ferry had carved 
wood window boxes made for three of our windows. These 
were filled with beautiful and well chosen plants by Miss. 
Blanche Ferry and Miss Katharine Smith. The flowers add 
greatly to the attractiveness of the room and the kindly inter- 
est thus shown in our work is most grateful to us. 

“To my knowledge sixteen books have been lost or stolen 
since January last. This undoubtedly falls short of the actual 
number. When one of several copies is missing it takes some 
time to detect its loss. About twenty books have been found 
that were previously reported lost. The loss of books has 
been diminished by the increased help allowed us. This also 
has left us more time to devote to various arrangements for 
facilitating the use of the library by teachers and children. 
Among other things, we have begun a card catalogue of the 
books, not fiction, in this department. 

“In conclusion, I desire to say that whatever success this 
department has attained is due in a large degree to the 
breadth, originality, accuracy and tact which my assistant has © 
brought into all her work, and to the fact that all service ren- 


dered by those connected with the room has been efficient, 
cheerful and loyal.” 


Medical Department. 


Since the Medical Library Association turned over its col- 
lection of books to the Public Library practically nothing has 
been done to add new material of a technical kind. A half 
dozen of the leading medical periodicals of this country and 
of Europe are subscribed for and filed on the shelves in the 
medical department. But the use of the literature thus sup- 
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plied has been somewhat disappointing. An earnest effort is 
now making among the medical profession of the city to 
awaken interest in the matter. A considerable number of the 
physicians of the regular school have agreed to help out by per- 
sonally subscribing for periodicals, which, after current use, 
they will turn over to the Library for binding. The Commis- 
sion has appropriated $500 for the purchase of new and latest 
editions of medical books and other steps are being taken to 
place the department more en rapport with the profession. 
If then they prove their appreciation of the efforts and expend- 
itures in their behalf the management of the department may 
govern its future action accordingly. 


Catalogues. 


The annual bulletin of new books was issued as usual early 
in the year. The new finding list of fiction, English, German 
and French, noted in the last report as printing came out early 
in the year. A reading list of books on chemistry and allied 
subjects was issued in the form of a folder and sent out to . 
everybody in the city who might be supposed to be interested. 
There is in contemplation the printing of a catalogue of the 
medical department when the new accessions are on the 
shelves. 

It has been found necessary to enlarge the card catalogue 
cabinet by the addition of 120 double drawers. The work of 
correcting and improving the catalogue, many of the early 
written cards being imperfect according to modern ideas, is 
being accomplished as fast as leisure from the regular routine 
duties will permit. This involves the entire readjustment of 
most of the larger classes, the writing of hundreds of additional 
cards and re-writing many old ones. Typewritten cards are 
now used for the catalogue. They have the advantage of 
greater legibility, uniformity in appearance and can be pro- 
duced much more rapidly than by the old system of handwrit- 
ing. 
"The plan of printing in the daily newspapers once a week a 
list of the most important of the new books added during the 
week has proven very satisfactory. The lists generally em- 
brace about thirty titles and as they appear regularly the pub- 
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lic watch for them and we have abundant evidence that they 
are consulted and used. All the daily newspapers of the city, 
English and German, print these lists conspicuously; English 
newspapers, the lists of books in English, and German news- 
papers the German books. The newspapers render a service 
to the public as well as the Library by these publications and 
are entitled to thanks for the same. 


New Library Building. 


The agitation for a new Library building has begun not a 
moment too soon. If the project should go through without 
unnecessary delay, and it must be said that the favor with 
which the suggestion has been received on all hands is very 
encouraging, at least five years will be consumed in the work. 
First will come the procuring of the necessary legislation and 
appropriation; then a site must be selected and secured; then 
plans must be agreed upon and architects and superintendent 
of construction appointed. All these things are preliminary to 
the obtaining of bids and the actual work of construction. 
This latter must proceed slowly in a building of the magnitude 
of the one proposed. 

The present building is already badly overcrowded in some 
of its departments. The book shelving is rapidly filling up 
and long before any new building can be made ready, even 
if the work is not at all delayed, the book storage space will 
have been wholly used up, with no possibility of increasing it. 

It was expected that the opening of branches in various 
parts of the city would relieve the Central Library to a con- 
siderable extent. But the experience of the past year does 
not justify this expectation. The patrons of the branches are 
found to be almost wholly residents in their vicinities who 
have not heretofore made use of the Library. So the people 
who come to the Central Library are as many as before and 
additional space is required here to handle the business of 
filling and sending orders from the branches. Instead of giv- 
ing us additional room, they have actually appropriated some 
of our already too narrow floor space. 
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The Staff. 


There have been few changes in the Library staff during 
the year. There were two resignations, one from broken 
health and the other from a change in life relationship. The 
opening of branches drew upon the Central Library for three 
of the older members of the staff who were considered worthy 
of the increased responsibility of taking charge of a branch. 
This gave an opening for applicants for positions. In July an 
examination of candidates was held and five passed with great 
credit to themselves. Several of these have been already 
partially employed. Very little time has been lost on account 
of illness of any member of the force. There have been very few 
complaints on the part of the public, and from this we may infer 
that the service has been satisfactory. I am certain that the 
assistants have tried to do their duty in an efficient and proper 
way and the popularity of the Library attests how well they 
have succeeded. 


Michigan Bibliography. 


A resolution presented by Commissioner Scripps was unan- 
imously approved instructing the Librarian to procure every- 
thing possible published in Michigan or relating in any con- 
siderable part to the state or any portion thereof. It has been 
for many years the policy of the Library to acquire every- 
thing of this nature obtainable. But the publication of the res- 
olution gave a new impetus to the matter and brought to us 
valuable donations from our friends. The most important of 
these gifts came from Herbert Bowen, Esq., for thirteen years 
a member of the Library Commission and chairman of its book 
committee. He gave us nearly two thousand books and 
pamphlets, almost every one of which fitted into the local 
bibliographical scheme. All these have not yet been cata- 
logued. The preparation of such a bibliography is necessarily 
slow work, since it is in addition to the regular work of the 
library and involves considerable investigation. It is impor- 
tant that when published it shall be as correct and complete 
as possible. 
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It should be widely known that the Library wishes to ac- 
quire by gift or purchase everything written by natives or 
residents of Michigan, everything published in the state and 
everything relating in any way to the state or any locality or 
institution thereof. Friends of the Library will confer a favor 
by putting us in the way of securing such material, for the 
purpose of including everything within reach in the contem- 
plated bibliography, when printed. Assistance in this direc- 
tion will be highly appreciated. 


Donations. 


There have been many gifts of value to the Library during 
the past year, a detailed statement of which will be found in 
Appendix D. 

The most extensive of these gifts was made by the heirs 
of the. Bagley estate. When the library of the late governor 
was broken up the heirs joined in presenting to the Library 
many volumes, including complete sets of Harper’s Magazine, 
Atlantic Monthly, publications of the Archaeological Society, 
a set of Poole’s Index, etc., all of which are very acceptable 
and useful to either the main Isibrary or its branches. The 
notable gift of books and pamphlets of a local historical char- 
acter by Mr. Herbert Bowen has been already mentioned. 
Miss Stevens gave us a complete file of the Engineering and 
Mining Journal. Dr, E. T. Tappey presented a framed group 
of photographs of Detroit physicians. Drs. Leonard, Sherrill, 
Mann and other doctors have contributed toward the enrich- 
ment of the medical department. All of the English daily 
newspapers have, as they have done in former years, supplied 
a fresh copy of every issue for binding and these have been 
put up in quarterly volumes and placed on our shelves for 
consultation. 

Our thanks are due to the very many friends, widely scat- 
tered from one end of the country to the other, and even in 
foreign lands, who have so kindly remembered us in the way 
of adding to our supply of literature many valuable things 
which, in all probability, we could not otherwise have ob- 


ee HM. Wrrey; 


Librarian, 
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APPENDIX A. 


Book ACCESSIONS, 1900. 


No. of volumes in the library Jan. 1, 1g00.. 157,510 
Pde Dyx Purchase saceicsimciecaiciaeot teers s 9,318 
PLO GCUE DV me Clit acnn cane te ee ae Seo ae 1,613 
ddede bys DMI. eisccs somos cielo alcelslol 647 
—— 11,578 
Withdrawn—Worn out .......... ee ete tes 2,216 ‘ 
Post paride paids 401 seein scan 180 
Sold of exchanged= 555+ <ce. 808 
=e 3,294 
- 8,284 
ING OF LVOrUmeS). Jans ol5.-LOOT. ce emnte sae nase > 165,704 


Net ADDITIONS. 


The net additions were distributed as follows: 


Gentralelibrary,) ainsi csceieGsieqtammisjortabs erase she rtz 3,465 
Bravichie NON Dass seas crocter cc eeseie oe eminem ass oes 1,284 
Bearer NOsecke cere aed oe tenia iets ote el dclers wi peels See 939 
Garhi IN Gumcaioe ee acl dm ora beenae ermine elas orate sed ot ACO 
Paice SCHOGM » ADEATIES fame a erie -.0! sv cancts (curls s «8 <ohsjs 1,190 

MINGLE Marke (abeovi ca Michio ws oraaldierecori Ot te CUn Oo ee 8,284 


The gross additions by classes are shown in the following 
statement: 
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Central Branches 

Library. and Schools. Total. 
Bibltograpliyterancisemeeniesrers 95 125 220 
Periodicals Oey 1a sncuetervera over 400 240 646 
Philosophy pase meavesta= srerisrers 89 1% 106 
Religion pr atretincetsctersasnee 212 36 248 
Spystelleyag gone wacugec ons 439 156 505 
Philologysere creseecerieece 52 60 112 
Science mses aati ptosis 308 224 532 
PracticalwArtsi arses cr 348 29 377 
FinewAttsi ae. cece cts 210 92 302 
Literature 2.00 sees a susieness 375 782 1,157 
History shige sen ese ne moe 417 796 T,205 
Dravel Sinacecctites nomen 245 171 416 
Biography oe nent eee eee 273 447 720 
Fi CtlON arc tose ee eee eee 2,084 1,757 3,841 
German Ges saeie occas 60 145 205 
Mrencht ead: sess eer 78 5 83 
Polish soscn tracer eee 2 2 
United States Documents.. 427 427 
Unused duplicates ........ 376 370 

6,496 5,082 11,578 


Following is a statement of the number of books in the 
Library in the several classes, with the net additions during 
the year: 

1899. Net Addition. Total, 1900. 


Bibliography .. ....... 2,230 220 2,450 
Periodicalsmy-cmue ene 9,359 613 9,972 
Philosophy “2... Geese 2,534 104 2,638 
Religion 7.5 ceteneoeee; 8,498 248 8,746 
NOCIOIOZY = iniawiesyeneateons 14,935 505 15,530 
Philology, wie 1,660 112 1,772 
Sciences ien.b see ea ee 8,570 529 9,099 
Practical “Arts s.2.2...00, 0,000 374 10,343 
Kine Arts erect 4,652 301 4,953 
iterattire meeeen eee 13,981 _ 1,072 15,053 
History. Sct Qecxeonnene 15,922 1,198 17,120 
Pra vel Fn seep sake eases 9,856 410 10,266 
Biography sermons 11,836 716 12,552 
Hictionwe tc bec ae re 26,941 1,867 28,808 
United States documents 7,830 427 8,257 
Unused duplicates ..... 8,737 8,235 


157,510 165,794 
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APPENDIX B. 


THE -USE-OF THE LIBRARY. 


Home CrircuLaTion spy Montus, 1900. 


Central Hurlbut School 
Library. Branchr. Branch2. Branch3, Branch. Library. Total. 
AMAT yi wates o's BO 737 eee SS ORICeD oA II5 10,237 49,089 
February ...... A OSSi on Mie sxclee anette, hs seen at 204 10,195 45,087 
EEO Ss sionena = SOPIIO bo oe ermine Mista Veh aeaeiat 346 9,824 46,866 
PRN ttn vise ces 33,370 1,214 Ba wate: 444 9,375 44,740 
RUIENTE gk eae ort 25,207 1,266 OOS Mars seme 463 8,094 36,928 
WML Ges te geet ower © 25,051 1,196 776 see etace 496 6,352 33,871 
Wika yroacenes stars erative, = 25,628 1,250 625 rane. (ORE & Hie ae 28,006 
August ........ 25,553 1,182 (CD Rey Wtrd Pe ge ABS. fete mene 27,786 
September ..... 30,205 1,003 GOGdm yee 338 7,968 40,082 
Octobers:.. 3252 28,936 1,267 721 206 308 11,042 42,540 
November ..... 32,303 T2320, 2,008. 1,705 49I 10,616 47,542 
December ..... 30,388 122300 1,003 S201 529 9,969 . 45,306 
Total ......366,762 10,943 6,649 4,182 4,735 94,572 487,843 


Liprary CIRCULATION. 


Books. Periodicals. 

Gentrale Wibrary 2. 4-cseesee ss 530,208 217,087 
PP EATICINONO sab lig, cia cener nerorelontevere terse 8,281 4,794 
Htranicl: oN@: ete crersse orwcteiseerercinisrerers 24,975 19,230 
IBTANClt oN ONe a heargotes attains Seles 6,105 1,935 
Rotal a Saer coe meee merate 569,509 243,046 


Branch 1 was opened April 2; Branch 2, April 16. The 
books of this branch are on the same shelves with the school 
library, also supplied by the Public Library, and the reference 
use of the books is indiscriminate. This Library is open 12% 
hours a day. These circumstances will explain the compar- 
atively large reference use of the books of this branch. Branch 
3 was opened October 25. Branch 1 is open from Io a. m. to 
6 p. m.; Branch 3 from 10 a. m. to 9 p. m. 

Following is a statement showing the use of books, by per- 
centages, of both adult and juvenile, home circulation and 


library circulation: 


LIBRARY READING. HOME READING. 


Adult. Juvenile. Adult. Juvenile. 

Gyclopedias 3 saan. 6.33 .OI ike ae 
Petiodicals= socio... 8.57 8.57 .63 20 
Philosophy—..-...2... 3:20 Be 1.05 OL 
Religionisncesyn .ctus se 4-20 .04 1.06 .00 
SociGlowye aa screen 5.40 BE 1.39 sis 
iPhilolog vara sista <0 vere 2.95 .O1 ai tele 
SCIENCE Meas eimk/clssaayen 5.44 Kil 1.17 22 
PractiCal GA tts! vec si6 5.81 .09 1.60 Sm 
Bitte Artsecenc eee nce 8.42 523 1.46 7 
HeIbeLabine emi creer 6.55 30 2.89 28 
ASLO Var meee laser terme aster 6.64 1:37, 2.92 ae) 
Pra Vel iauee«) sapavereanese 4.98 84 1.75 29 
IBIGETA Piya cite) ate rote 5.84 .40 1.96 Me) 
Bichon sens «cre setae 0.72 Feit 53.37 21.09 
German Sacencasnmoee 0.55 civ 3.42 02 
renchige siesae aeceale 0.49 42 
Polish (eerie ears syorete 0.20 A TES 
Other languages ..... 0.52 des .02 
Medicine 2.0) Soe. a7 aes 

MOtallsgrttaccine ess 80.52 19.48 76.39 23.61 


ScHOOL CIRCULATION. 


Following is a detailed statement of the home circulation of 
the books placed in the public schools: 


nroll- 

Schools. Circulation. Tees Schools. Circulation. aries? 
Al ep Ue are ce aha cues 387 TS. ae) OlimGtOn a materia re 536 46 
PTUOS ED a Seas dae’ 1,560 dey ie oes kerol Nie ys Se 443 7A 
IBagleviseme ceiscn ane 418 50a? LAV SEER arc aic-eakencenee 517 68 
Barstow. wsees se ete 2,380 209) Mckinstry a. soce.e + 307. 78 
Bellefontaine ...... 1,590 238 Newberry ......... 882 234 
Bertyn rec ca onoess 3,291 27s INN GhO isi cere ses 306 85 
Bishop aimewenacens 6 ces 350. S10 samiNiOm ell ere myeeepare 1,696 414 
BSFONGON Yes) of osysta viens 666 87 Owen snca ade ee 506 115 
Garipatiinnsac sock cee 570 TIE ralmerw eee 308 61 
Gamipbelll eiatc..e2 cs 555 157, SAPitcherw eee se toe 319 
(Ginss feet Seer 2,126 606n Proce = eee 382 96 
(Ghanevae on. eee 830 264 con otter 1) eee. 314 56 
Glaser ees ces aus ences 750 T3007 ePrestony tee ee 216 60 
PRIOR series <-l- 377 29 Roberts eee SS 167 
Columbian mys s.dcee) 13IO BT OSG ate oe Oe eee 865 090 
OPAL See se fet ses 373 TOS ey, RUSselie ee ee eeee 810 V2 
(DickinsOnee, cms. es 1,373 TIOm VMOCHD iS aan eee SOI * 142 
ND Uttiel cl weenie secre 3,581 Bien Vl appar eer eee 1,420 485 
Sia DhOOkse ne eines 2,275 280" ulildenme «eee oe 788 452 
Riverett, i: )..ccutn 1,168 264 Trowbridge ..... A anOAy 334 
Baicbanks. cau cas « a 934 272 uVansDy kes soe 1,388 209 
IDENDEMIGY A amomaics ae 648 j 243, Washinstom 0. oe: 1,165 348 
GUTY ecient ccraas 1,341 USO" Webster smase nee 1,860 504 
ae ae aes 354 ene: AAS ee 868 189 

Eid Srze\weswaniiene 4 illi 
Garfield iecmrcstcate 760 oH UME hae oS 1 am 
iElancoclc meneemneern 1,237 344 x nS 
imteepald, Sula nee oun BAG teat nant peeks 64,908 12,706 
Houghton ......... 1,054 232 Cent’! High School.21,726 1,874 
Hubbard 2.....0.08 BIS 62 Western ........... 3,938 562 
MEVAM gw in Ge vee 1,212 290 «Eastern ............ 4,000 280 
ACKS Ons qlee vcletnen one 479 6 Se fee 
Jefersone: pie er 2,353 469 Dotalere acme 904,572 15,422 
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APPENDIX C. 


LIBRARY STAFF. 


ADEA atlarrte tt ee acne oe cele mei Henry M. UTLey 
Pirsie Assistant deibranrian ese des as.28 eroeinarotee we ORS Lucien B. GILMoRE 
EComdwAA SsiStalies Laibar iadis:, salacw we sass ono eles esate SarAH A. COCHRANE 
sume Assistant ibnaniaiin. enc Arcastet etree tes HeEten C. BATES 
PetaGatiaties Ey ranne Mk sep teys ater: ketec nls eineraieisatie coe sro ea EE a Mary MyLer 
HEA tage ty es Fain elke Dine Wie es astzuesocermuocateVh mearce woen ocean cote ADOLF GRONKOWSKI 
Mears Mal Clis Sy tarenicte dere er ars oa ee eee RR eee BEssIE B, Brow 
Hibrariativs PSeCKetALy, wae nee wais ae asics oe Teds ee eee BessiE MANCHESTER 
Ook j@Omimittee. Ss SECECEALY: coin saree. siciole Orevsnctr arid sta oie HeLen C. Bates 
Superintendent of Catalogue Department............ SaraH A. CocHRANE 
Assistants, Catalogue Department.......... Marie GANLEY, AGNES: WALLS 
Superintendent of Reference Department.................. Lizzie Hurst 
Assistants, Reference Department.......... M. E. Lapur, Louisa CoNovER 
Superintendent of Circulating Department............. HeELen T. KELLEY 
Deputy Superintendent of Circulating Department...... ANIELA H. Poray 


Assistants Circulating Department: 
SARAH E, Dott, Lotttz BorEHNLEIN, ALicE H. Wricut, Susie Ep- 
WARDS, FANNIE Curtiss, Heren M. Warp, KaTHERINE G. LING, 
Inez A. GEER, ZAIDA M. Apams, Isa L. Partcu. 


Superintendent of Branches..... Log aA raee nee eee ees Jessie C. CHASE 
Superintendent of Children’s Department................ Mary CoNOVER 
mxssistanis Childrens department. cscs soo 1s + enejs,siensibeletsc RosaALtig MuMForpD 
Superintendent of Periodical Department.............. Maset J. RAMSAY 
PNGsistant: bemtodical Depantimenity.certeae so srercete cc 3 cers ALBERT S, WINKLER 


Temporary Assistants and Substitutes: 
ExizaBeTH NeELson, GRACE PARKER, ETHEL S. Murray, MARGARET 
Myer, Gracie B. Krum, Gertrupe Lee, JosepHINE O’ FLYNN. 
Messengers and Pages: 
Roy Patten, RopertcK FAILinc, Cass CHASE, HErsert McMILLAN, 
Louis Meap, WALTER FArrBAIRN, HAROLD SmitH, RoBertT WEBSTER, 


GerorceE BArBouR, WILL OWEN. 
? 
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APPENDIX D. 


Following is a statement of gifts to the Library showing 
the names of donors and the number of bound volumes and 
pamphlets given by each: 


Vols. Pamph. 

Amberg... Eo, sWetroits «on oe rcreeiese aioleeine cree ties 
American Academy, Political & Social Science, Phil.. 
American Anti-Vivisection Society................06. 
American Dermatological Association................ 
American Laryngological Association................. 
American Medico-Physiological Association.......... 
American Swendenborgian Printing Company 
American Union League Society, New York 
Anderson, 'W. sFiaeDetroits cc. h eee dace mais eee 
Angell, Mrs. George, Ro Detroit wwencmie weaves tiem ere I 
Arbitration Conference, Lake Mohonk............... I 
é.) 


HNL 


sete eee 


he ointd a 


Aronstam reg Nolte: Detroit. sacs s slespan ees aee aes 
AUgit Ho Pe Detroit. snue.c--aeneees I 
Bagley heirs) Dettoltin,csi.%,saneeatecoe ae 477 
Balen) Bi S;"Philadelphiawgadans nase ae eteee i 
Balch, Thomas W., Philadelphia I 
Baltimore./:CityiOtasace coloweches maine seine teste eins I 
Barton, Rev. Williamoi Qak Park, [llte. aes eee 4 
Bellevue Hospital, Society of Alumni................ I 

Blades Fion.- Fs A SDétroit... a8: sneer 2 

Blue Anchor Society, New York 
Bollacwikeon, Paristccaws canes setter Soren 
Boston yBGok, Companys. ada cectecmines on ete eee eee 
Boston Health Department 
Bowen, apetnete Detroit 
Brant-SeroyJ..O., Hamilton, (Canada. s,s. aeeeeens I 
Briggs, D. B., Utieas ase, ae ee I 
Brimley, Charles A., Philadelphia. ...............cse- 2 
Brown, Mrs. Frank RR; Detroit. wise te ee eee 
Brownell, T. F., New York 
Buffalo Charity’ Organization Society 
Bunker Hill Monument Association................- I 
Burnet Company boston s42c. eke seen nee I 
California Fish Commission 
Californias Mining Bureaniy. oases eee eee 
Canada, Agricultural Department of.................. 
Canada, ‘Geological Survey son cance cee ete renee I 
Canada, Royal Society of...... Aon reo ees an role I 
Chase, Miss Jessie*CSi Detroit..van te amcor ee 20 25 


ee eT 


ey 


ee ey 
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LIBRARY COMMISSION REPORT OF 1900, a7 


Clark Dro john He -Detroits 2c ok cask cen oes Shee 
ClevelandsBboardsote Edtcatiomiucnoanteus ace ok I 
@oncly a Bd wins Detroit wes ances aes cs ones eae I 
Gonnecticuty board oreliecalthineen oe cane eee 
Connecticutslabonmsuredtie st task senate ae nee 
Booker Wiis sAv Wr Rochester N. Yenc. eos ameenemntes 
Conlisspilonorable: lin Bb: DettOlte.n. 2. see oe ean is 
iraigwAlexander—Chicagoy vacsioncns a. nes ites 
iste NG Mondo pen gone Seneca noel oe era See 
Danrvelse Ga iiss Mewa Mor lewis etuioulng Hos Ptainek ee 3 
TUTE Ste Wier Cee CN VEU hearin ion a a ainies Re cacre RSs I 
DCicOleeE reee PLESS™ aes eee partie tod so eens eee ats 4 
IDetrOIEN OUrtiale cca asi oat eae tiation ees 4 
DethGites New Sa mete tires Mae Seto vatee Dane alate ee 4 

4 

I 

I 

I 


ee ee] 


Deir oite Trib waren... aise ais ae acres ehieiee SIR Se 
Dow? Ja Wa. Wyoming NiJise cs occ hoes oe eerie 
Dryden |e Ha Ne warkiencs acecs save sie ce coats eke 
aiiuan.eNiaxe ISOSLON eye. eiurse cer ares eae aaa 
Hscex nstittite, allem, Mass. ys, s seen ee aee esate ii 
Evening News Association, Detroit.................. I 

Fairmount Park Art Association, Philadelphia........ I I 
Parmer James) By, Concord, Ni Herre.c sa enaaeineee I 

Fidelity and Casualty Company, New York........... I 
Field Columbian Museum, Chicago...............-..- 2 
Onde AVeES py Bellen DeteOlt accu cesew cba «OME ta cinch ce 3 

Hos, MrsaKimina tle, Detroitisas teas sinscfeenue scat I I 
Friends Yearly Meeting, Philadelphia................. 2 
ver A. He Havana Culids cen: sioner se amaeeeher I I 
Fullerton, Alexander, New York..................06. I 

Gillette. W-5.) Detroits susp. sc siinraeinen atin iene sais 16 

Godiyc7 Reve Je. Detroiti tre. ons oetiscre tera asile einer: I 

Gray SGN S: 6 DetrOIt has wcaiemerimeancemi aa civisicenatels 2 

Green, James" Worcester, 2...nit i. machen atmos cabins 3 
(Green pDr Sa Ay BOSstOt.jee cts sicste a cies ernceaiocrearatam ots I 107 
Hagerup, HH.) Copetthamen .iicse tix e.<s.s10c:ciereieje.sieeee lei ars i: 
Hallie Os NWVashington.csta-<cieeen: or akan. merit I 
familton, Witty VWasbingtote a. acsce-.ie na risinees saer I 

Harvey, by. Di. Madison, Wiss. cs. sc.ecc06 coe. sisisce tin sin oe I 
Hollinsworths C. B:, London, Eng....... 222... vecaes 5 

MU noIsela Dore Ge Uneatt, acre splelaie tire wie eae oe eielels “iets em inie i 

Indiana, Geologicala Survey uo.aescsmcre steht era es I 

Indian Rights Association, Philadelphia.............. I 
Indiana State Medical Society..............--s-ee0+: I 

International State Press, St. Louis...............-.4- 10 

Towa, Geological’ Survey ........ti05 osuce ees ose seine I 

trons, bE. Saginaw. seetne © « hrc see reyucinns ourits I 
Tsham, A. B,, Cincinnaticg. so .vs 0 «sees cc-cbigeres loess I 
Hacobi, Dr. Ay, New Yorks <0... -. cee ces nese se I 
acobse Ge En Detroity s. beri jergaceite te lein-hore arr? 
Jacobs, Rev. Wo J., Detroitys. 2... cence seus oe 
Johnston, Mary, Detroit ..........0-- eee ee cence eer ees 
Journal of Prison Discipline............--+ee dees cess 


Ot et 
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Kemladger|s Wie hiladelphidnn... aya ena 
Wansas* board of Acriculturescwn: 2 ceramtentstecae 
Ketcham, 0-5 We Ehiladelplita’s ©. ev atospe cece mxetsrene arene 
Kite whloration@.. brooklvilea see asechee sence emer 
Wéeonard ebro C.nbL, oD Ctr Oltey: Sees orks aoe 
Maine: Labor BUrealls cian cc ssa oe new sis xp itmecemte eee 
Malden Massachusetts, City 08s cit ogee oeteieetareo one 
Marion Sims Hospital, Chicago srta amie seerdesleterrtenere 
Marbure (heodore,, Baltimore. -o.crer eee eee 
Massachusetts Boardoie Charities: «4-2 4eeiee eee 
Massachusetts, Commonwealth Otecesstamee as cee 
Massachusetts Society of the Sons of the American 
REVO 61 OMe rdioxcascre-cvevey hetedos reat rel otek eet alee cnet oe eee 
May, Charles: $3 Kalamazoo. juccsmoieniw ein Semen 
Mayhew. Miss Emma sn Debroit.incm meter surienieis ease 
MeDowell- Reve John abettoites ese separ nantes 
MeMillar Hone jameos Detroit crm steer eieemoneier 
Michigan Board of Corrections and Charities.......... 
Michigan Boardvot -etealtiibeasrieisr ice tiie 
Michigan Department of Public Instruction........... 
Michigan sSecretaryaOrastatecmrene acca sartdaceie eee 
Milwaukee City Service Commission................. 
Minnesota Geological Surnveyin..-.0c. sm nerees o<eenie 
Montana, /Burcaunol) Agricultutecsnnmis sew oterone en = 
IMissouni:Bureatt of (Geology. a..<« <n ocean eters 
NussereDriy aide cc hence cece ace ae eee 
Mutua] Life Insurance Company of New York........ 
Myler Mayo eCtrolt noni tonne aniemasauaee cer eee rete 
Naval Architects, Etc., Society of, New York......... 
Nebraska Labor Bureatissc.. «cata oncigueetoetioon ac cee 
New England Anti-Vivisection Society............... 
New Jersey Adjutant-General.................+00--- 
New. Jersey Geological Survey. ......<cascec. +s. 400ee 
New Jersey Industrial School for Girls............... 
INewplersey States bbisomecwkiemee tense kane eee 
New York Civil Service Reform Association.......... 
New York City Department of Education............. 
New ork Juvenile Asylimsiceeacemtas-}ceors UME 
New YorkelLaborpBttreau’.t.ucnee ness cee eee 
New York Presbyterian Hospital......... Sh Me Seeheae 
New work Retorm (Clubyn haves seeec eee eee eee 


Ohiosiabomss thea tt a.4...nvsacatt erat aac eee eee we 
Oliver, Charles A., M. D., Philadelphia 
Ontario Education Department). .feuemore acc meee 
Paris Exposition, U. S. Commissioner-General........ 
Parke (Davis ccucds Detroit: . ocak eee eee 
Rarken/&) Bunton. mDetroits sanemac cece nee me nee ae 


o2 (so 'e 6 66 in wie 1 fe fete Olu ‘nfs © ib wie 6) «we 


Pennsylvaniay Musetimiot Art qe soe cee eee 
Phebe A. Hearst Architectural Plan Committee, San 
HyYaniCisto G2 20s Seer ead antec he ch cok ok eee 


Cee meee ere eeece sees 


Ce rr ry 


1 


COH H 
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Vols. Pamph. 
Pceshyteriane ELOspitalas Newey Obl. cael ons ostoe co ou ciowc I 
Providence Record Commissioners...........2.0...05 I 
Ratabonem\irser paki wAnmeATDOr . <c.0c.-a 2 caeen once. I 

ReApNHe yea N Vibe Pleasants. cus te cea joc b ees es I 
Robert Smith Printing Company, Lansing............ I 
iuaehnigus Lin (qh ea EtrOt Mohn fn cen oe ae ke ee 1 
Sagem = COLharpout aN .cr conn connie eee I 

Schimids.jcAcn City: Cleric Detroit: 4. sesen deniceeae. 4 I 
Sheldon elenry: L-=Cincago st rssc oxo verona I 

Shercilly Dre Ka Se sWetrorr acces oe tae 3 560 
Sibley Henrys Sane Detrorte ss aewwat sender omen we oe I 
Sicinmwadye kt Es = Detroit easter a ders ro i, 
SirithiasOmiagss 171 Shit ONusare ees ete toi het ee 6 

Dre vers eViSss ett Ole se nceaere arate Blea s Yare a bate 12 237 
St Lous ArchitecturalGlub.o.. c..00e sos oeas sa nek I 
Seel-oulse Merchants ix changes... tures oma See ri 

Stumevant Companys SOStOnwet ste 22 os peal ee 2 
DITMeLS pe whee) LISEnOLEe eters sees eieleot, eo Re es I 
Sunset Club, Chicago ..... Sn RR PO eRe ie I 
Dwite M1: Les Angeles.-Cal oy hr rite ait chatataleinitiels I 

Lappey,-Dis rex 1 ., Detroitcacaekens os Se nugrarbadkteh sah sis Portraits of physicians 
pavilion. Fish. Meir orp sercanercts isn tatenteisturem atersaa ein ceninks I 
seierman, Charles Bice Baltimores scree tered asae serosa sx I 

United States Government: 

BuLeanvoreAmericans Nepublicsertes)sesrp is notes ates I Bi 

A Censiiss *heret yoke Gs hes te pels wtotatass ee 25 
te Bava for ech sl0)) yen Fiche Pe OOOO De NOeT OE 2 

“e TLaborkone cee eek eae ate eee ee ee 2 4 
Vifes Saviigh Services 2.6 s2 sacs sea ee ee I 
aa Marine, Hospitalin iacn coro te. sinle, se ee ide I 

oe Weather a yacioce awe beiclna cospre cies erecmee 10 
Givil, Service. CommissiOn ines o oc.ceu siren cee eayeloe ee I 
@oast-and, Geodetic. SUPVEYio.<:5)«,sieemce ic aaaine ere ene vin aace 2 I 
MBO OL . ClalIS Soceratecars g opd chats cle ise eiaraeraiens| salad atbrovgye I 

Wepartiient Of AgrictltuUre sates... aie.qsxesorsteyessemate’ens = 4 6 

‘a TntenOfaw: ca jeitee ec oot e amie 13 20: 

fe Navy's ke siee kts Moweic ble skies aeetes ae I 

“ Stated. jou proin eh wakes Sela cietaes onaetaks > 7 16 

FOR SUNY c si are, oes leis stereos to ears eee 5 4 
WV AT eaets eis way Pee +. sac as aes I 

ish COnitiiSSiOt a. 5-18 hosts s Kass oe o Pa tater I ; 

ScolopicaleSUrveye tease to eies asc ail a5 se ae 8 21 
Rinverstave. COmimen Cen ceri au « -aharst Taness ao sat na 2) 
Bae tit Ge er eth io ert ae cee eae 5 

Superintendent of Documents ...........---+--+++++- 243 86 
TURAN og0L. 0 Sone bei oA FEDER OMe br OPO O EDEL crore 0 bo ec 3 

Wietiotiay, Republic: OF sewerage cami vinwi-\sicieii= = ie rine 2 

Valentine Museum, Richmond, Va..............+-.+.- I 
~Wanderpool, N., Chicago ......20.-sregercceeccscwns I 
“Walker, H. O., M. D., Detroit.....20..5.-:.esceenes I 
Wayne County Board of Supervisors...........+.+.-- I 

Wisconsin Free Library Commiission..............++- 2 


Wisconsin State Historical Society...........- tee 2 I 
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Vols. Pamph. 


Wisconsin Superintendent of Public Instruction....... 3 
Wood Allen Pub. Company, Ann Arbor............-- I 
Woody Henry Boston xcesvacce cee ive eee ten cere tae 2 
WiGOdin=i@ 5 Det Oi aia ene era eta eels meee ereateres 3 


Colleges and Universities: 


ATION « COMO SE cy. Seockiane coe et Sere octal haters she te. Seuastioee 
Amherst: Colege jomccteste see acre seme cece cvs nates 
Armour Institiitte of Mechn ology sccene6 amine eiciiaciens nine 
Bowdoin’ Colleges isis «oswictee cram one hehe ayaa 
California, University of nie 2 acs eaeseee. yea 
Chicago’ College jot Baw janc sates err eeeeeierie eee 
Chicago “University see verso ontosniee outer ieee eeeawaes I 
Golorado ‘Agricultural Colleges seer erence ete 
Columbia: University ose csees tee ewe eed eee eee 3 
Cornell |S University teens cream oerc es ame = Oe Seicma ears 2 
Dartmouth Colleger tits cents cakes ee eae eee ia 
(arvard (University. wire cte tee eens 0 crete ere ereniriciete eevee 4 
Tlino1s University: Obsa ns coe ectie shee sie ore mie eae exci 
lowa,” UniversityOf... sec a.cee aceite ce eco ese eames 
ieland=Stantord, Jr.) University... 4-0 nce eee ees 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology............... 
Webraska, (Umiversity sObenmaccet ea-cctoeam even canst tere 
ING WY Orie TOINSVERSIEV cp wie ensice cosine brennan eaeeie 
Northwestern. University: my. c.\cccroee oe eieeieetee = 
Ohio StatecUniver sity. aaacccc sacicss sais cae eaters Grea rarer 
Pennsylvania, (University, Of..c0..m-- te. cme ese acces 4 
Princeton Theolog. Seminary.......: 1.5, Fei nia Serserate 
Vermont, University, sonics cn cc. tite cocinine teserine 
Wisconsin, University Ols-c- ction cos ce eon enema er 
Worcester Polytechnic Institution................-0+% 
Wales UMIVeLSiive. si saat cettsee meta eaitieeratter eon eey ie I 
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Libraries: 


Allegheny. Carnegie: Library scenes eet acme series 
wmberst: College: Libratyia comes siciace cn aecneie seen 
Ashton-under-Lyne, Eng., Heginbottom Free Library. 
Atlantas Garnegierbibtarye cues besa seen eee ee 
Baltimore; Enoch» Pratt Library. ono. ewes eweniee eee 
Birmingham) Ene. Public Libtaryees .. Jose.0 te eeee 
Boston wAtheneanraaccinecte eee eee tere eee eee 
Boston Publicsibrary ccniwkame eae ween ee Beek 
Bowdoin: CollegesLibrary. noses nin eee 
Bridgeporty Conte le ublic library. eens eee eee 
Brockton): Massy wbublic  leibnanyemeschie kite eee 
Brooklyn AWibranvenisomesss ccoce ¢ cee ork ne eee 
Brooklyn, Pratt institute Library... nee eer eee 
Brooklyn Publics Libraryies ac connec ce eeu oc eee 
Brooklyn} Union for Christian’ Work... eee ae 
‘Buffalo, \Grosvenor Libraryacescc: oe eee 
Buffalo) Publicsibrany wes ceniccscne Cen eee eae 
alifornia. State Liibratyssecsssice sone tee ee 


NW OHNWNNHFNWH RHR HHH 


LIBRARY COMMISSION REPORT OF 1900. Br 


How a GONICMEA DE ALY ce seeiwnen Greece niente oe teen 
Jamestown, N. Y., James Prendergast Library....... 
japanese Imperial Library, Toky0u, os. s.esse secs nus 
eusey. City Public: Wibrary.. sew somata ee anocieee. 
Kansas City, Mol. PubliewEibtaryahmea: «c nticeoe ec eae 
iawrence.Mass.,. Pablie: Libraryoe.....«.ensene ose 
HeentOn, Mig ei abic, Libfary secuctmsws een acres 
Wimneolne. Unger eh ublicy Ealbtaryinr een cak nse te era 
oss Asgeless Publics Library .ciscpcssns eevee oeee es we 
fect Nasshe PUplicn Lipranyon cscs ett oie et 
Manchester, Eng. Public Library. .o.c5 4. anssiercuces + 
Manchester, (NuH., Public\ Library oc. es «tere an 6 
Michigan State Library. ..cc.cc..2: Bt Sod Saket 34 
Mulwvaukee: PubliewLibraty.. +. 3. 4ccek coke feecaeon seas 
Minneapolismee aplic eLibtaryes ca arias. cots ae heen vee I 
NMewarie Public sLibratycn ca reste tree eee ernie oie 
Newriavent Public: erbfaryiesce essa cmaccileaee eon. ore 
News jersey~ state: Libfaryis cis accesses sleeees ve.ace « : 
News London. Conus Public Library =... se..s20c0ns 
New South Wales: Public) library. 25.20... 0-251 
Newton Mass). = Public: library -cmenuners¢ trom aress cicne 
New. Votks Citys Public Mibrary: ass accceciocissaiionterste I 
New York Free Circulative {Library . 2.00. 2 2s0.0 
New York, General Society of Mechanics, etc....... 
New Moric Mercantile Bibtary.1s. ce esse sine acco. a. 
PNewa VOrks Sociel yultbratyina. a ccyrelemiet ie Jeccloseie ns ae) 
ING we ora State Lol DfaLyec aie terietiemmies ciate ears ects 4 
INewswotk. YoNDAG AM Libratyiew ston access comics et 
North Easton, MassieAmies Library. .cca.ce> ees «oc 
Malclarides Cali te Bree mLsiDEALY 2 ayes otaietonsteteatsssterst =o al oars 
Ober College! Library ins: oe tasm ine toceuter< oe aie exe 
Ciao Public. LADLALy snioetociterre clasts eine! ackesle aes 
IPAteESOIIae New Jae UDC a LeU teutiyisgsreiorsietestaloierasie aire ePer 
Pawtucket. i Publigtisibrary .jo0cc ster ecisicleicous 0 eters 
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Report of the President. 


To the Board of Education: 


Gentlemen—Commencement day orators usually recommend 
the new graduate to hitch his wagon to a star; but I think it well, 
occasionally, to change the direction of view, and look about upon 
the ground upon which one stands and daily treads. With this 
idea in view, I shall present, as my report, a summary or diary of 

the actual work done by the Detroit Library Commission while 
I have been a member of the Board (1896-1901). 

In compiling this brief resume I have given the name of the 
introducer of the resolution, though it must be borne in mind that 
occasionally, though not usually, the introducer of the resolution 
may not have been the originator. of the measure. Furthermore, 
that the President, during the time that he is serving as such, is 
not in a position to introduce resolutions. With this explanation, 
I herewith append the following: 


1896—RIcHARD Storrs WILLIS, President. 


February 6. By Mr. Butzel.—Librarian instructed to have low water 
alarms attached to the boilers. 

April 9. By Mr. Bowen.—Librarian instructed to look after the bequest 
of late William Adair of all his books to the Public Library. 

May 21. By Dr. Leonard.—Increasing the amount of insurance on the 
library and issuing new uniform policies for three years at a reduced 
rate, 

June 4. By Mr. Bowen.—Librarian instructed to submit draft of a rule 
restricting the use of books in the Medical Department of the Library 
to medical practitioners and medical students. 

August 20. By Dr. Leonard.—Librarian instructed to prepare and print 
for general distribution a list of books in the library on finance and the 
money question. 

September 17. By Mr. Hosmer.—Authorizing purchase of duplicate copies 

- of such books as are extensively in use by the various study clubs. 

October 8. By Dr. Leonard.—Continuing the policy of supplying books to 
the High School Library, with scheme for perfecting the system of label- 
ing and charging the use of such books, ; 
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December 3. By Dr. Leonard.—Appropriating $1co for purchase of books 
for the blind. 

December 3. By Mr. Bowen.—Matter of making selection and purchase 
of books for the blind placed in the hands of Dr. Leonard. 

December 3. By Dr. Leonard.—Librarian instructed to prepare a weekly 
list of new books for publication in newspapers. 

December 3. By Mr, Butzel.—Librarian instructed to send books for bind- 
ing to such firms only as will protect the library in case of fire. 

December 17. By Mr. Hosmer.—Requesting Park and Boulevard Com- 
mission to take charge of grounds about library building. 

December 17. By Dr. Leonard.—For entering in catalogue of Medical De- 
partment books on cognate sciences. 


1897—RIcHARD Storrs WILLIs, President. 


January 7. By Dr. Leonard.—Appropriating $100 for purchase of addt- 
tional books in the Polish language. 

January 7. By Mr. Bowen.—Librarian instructed to enforce a regulation 
that children should be permitted to handle books only with clean hands. 

January 7. By Mr. Bowen.—To adopt measures to improve the ventila- 
tion of the library. 

February 18. By Dr. Leonard.—Asking Health Office to make a thorough 
examination of suspected books for germs of communicable diseases and 
report same to the Board. 

February 18. By Mr. Willis.—For, investigating system in vogue in the 
Mercantile Library of New York of delivering books at homes of patrons 
for a small fee. 


March 4. By Mr. Butzel—Ordering contract for a book hoist to be oper- 
ated by an electric motor. 

April 1. By Mr, Butzel.—For ascertaining from leading libraries through- 
out the country the salaries paid to library assistants in the several de- 
partments of the work. 

May 6. By Mr. Butzel.—Instructing the Secretary to write to senators 
from Michigan in Congress to endeavor to secure modification of the 
Dingley tariff bill in its provisions-with reference to importation of 
foreign books for public libraries. 

May 20. By Mr. Butzel.—To employ an attorney to ascertain the cause of 


the marked falling off in receipts from fines, etc., in the criminal courts 
of the county. 


May 20. By Mr. Bowen.—Giving library assistants not entitled to full 
vacation under the rule a vacation of two weeks. 

September 16. By Dr. Leonard—Appointing a special committee to in- 
vestigate matter of uncollected bail bonds and suggest methods for in- 
creasing revenues of the library from that source, etc. 

October 7. By Mr. Butzel——To protect the library from fire by putting 
wire glass in windows or steel shutters over windows on the west side 
of the building. ; 

November 18. By Mr. Gray.—Establishing a branch of the public library 
at the Water Works Park. (We were antedating Mr. Carnegie’s plan 
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of branch libraries by several years, as this was the second of our 
branches, the first being at the Central High School, beside our numer- 
ous branches, some sixty-two in number, at each grammar school.) 


1898—RicHARD Storrs WILLIs, President, 


January 6. By Dr. Leonard.—Notice of amendment to rules to provide 
that member whose term soonest expires shall be nominated for presi- 
dent of the Board. 

January 20. By Mr. Butzel—Appointing Dr. Leonard and the Librarian 
a special Committee on revision of rules. 

March 17. By Mr. Harmon.—In favor of scheme proposed by the Univer- 
sity of California for inter-library loans. 

March 17. By Mr. Gray.—That the Library become a subscribing mem- 
ber of the American Archeological Society. 

March 17. By Dr. Leonard.—Completely revised rules which were unani- 
mously adopted. : 


_April 21. By Mr. Harmon.—That the Library continue at its own expense 


the subscription to medical periodicals formerly supplied by the Detroit 
Medical and Library Association. 

April 21. By Mr. Butzel—For a thorough reorganization of the janitor 
service in the Library. 

July 21. By Mr. Butzel—To add new books to the German Department 
of the Library. 

July 21. By Mr. Gray.—To decorate the Library with bunting and flowers 
on the occasion of the Convention of American Municipalities and an 
informal reception of visitors by the Commissioners at the Library. 

November 17. By Dr. Clark.—For the adoption of measures to keep the 
books in better condition as to cleanliness. 

December 8. By Mr. Butzel.—For the issuing of a descriptive circular in 
an effort to dispose of certain valuable books which are not necessary. 
for the Library as duplicates. 

December 23. By Dr. Leonard.—Appointed to represent the Library Board 
on committee of arrangements for a banquet of the members of all the 
various commissions of the city; also the Mayor’s “cabinet.” 


1899—RicHARD Storrs WILLIs, President. 


January 19. By Mr. Butzel.—For inventory of books in the Library and 
for paying assistants for overtime given to that work. 

February 2. By Mr. Follin—Restricting the time for keeping popular 
new fiction to seven days. 

April 6. By Mr. Butzel—To employ an architect to prepare specifications 
for improving the sanitary condition of the public toilet room. 

May 4. By Mr. Follin—For system of special delivery of books at home 

or office of patrons on payment of a fee of ten cents. (This antedates 

’ the system proposed by the Detroit Journal.) 

May 18. By Dr. Leonard.—Librarian instructed to rail off space at the 
north end of general reading room, and fit up same with rugs, rockers, 
hassocks, etc., for the exclusive use of ladies. 
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May 18. By Mr. Gray.—For painting the exterior and Leonard for re- 
decorating the interior of the Library Building. ; 
June 1. By Dr. Clark.—Approving a design for a new book plate. (Orig- 

inally proposed by Mr. Follin.) 

June 1. By Mr. Follin—Proposing a committee to revise the system of 
organization of the Library staff, with a new plan of classifying and 
promoting assistants. 

June 1. By Dr. Leonard.—For increasing the amount of Library insurance 
to total of $100,0c0. 

June 26. By Dr. Leonard.—Form of agreement with Water Board in rela- 
tion to the proposed branch library at the Water Works Park, the ex- 
pense of said branch not to exceed $1,000 for the next ensuing year. 

August 3. By Mr, Follin—For a reception to various city officials and 
boards on the occasion of reopening the Library when the interior decor- 
ations are completed. 

September 21. By Dr. Clark—That 200 books to be selected from our 
duplicates be donated our soldiers in the Philippines. 

October 19. By Dr. Clark.—For obtaining from the Board of Education’ 
authority to occupy a room in each of the high schools for a branch 
library. 

November 2. By Mr. Gray.—For investigation of cost and feasibility of 
printing catalogue of medical books. 

November 2. By Dr. Clark.—In favor of giving unused duplicates tothe. 
County Jail, County Poor House, Franklin street and Russell street set- 
tlements, etc. 

November 16. By Mr. Gray.—Authorizing Librarian to print a list of 
books in the Library on Christian Missions, to be distributed to members 
of the various church missionary organizations. j 

November 16. By Mr. Follin—For traveling libraries to be sent to the 
several fire engine houses. 

December 7. By Dr. Leonard.—Instructing the Librarian to prepare a 
statement giving facts and data about the establishment, growth and de- 
velopment of the Library, the same to be embodied in a pamphlet with 
the rules when printed. 


December 7. By Mr. Willis——Important-facts bearing on th ly hist 
of the Library. g on the early history 


December 7. By Mr. Gray—Recommending enlargement of the children’s 
room by removal of the air chambers therefrom. 


1900—Macnvs Burzet, President; after his death, Dr. C. Henrt Lronarp, 
the Vice-President, and later Jonn S. Gray was elected 
to the President’s chair, 


January 4. By Mr. Follin.—For arc lights to better light the i i 
the front porch of the Library. 2 = aa 


January 17. By Dr. Leonard.—Suitable resolutions upon the death of late 
Magnus Butzel. 

January 20. By Mr. Follin——For the selection of 
books and 1,000 volumes of standard literature f 
opened in the Central High School. 


$500 worth of reference 
or the branch soon to be 
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January 20. By Dr. Clark.—For printing a folder catalogue for free dis- 
tribution of books in the Library on chemistry, pharmacy, mineral- 
ogy, etc. 

February 1. By Mr. Gray.—For fitting up a branch library in the Harris 
School, used temporarily for high school purposes. 


March 15. By Dr. Clark.—For a supplementary estimate of $10,000 to 
build an additional story on the rear extension of the Library Building, 
and to employ an architect to prepare plans for the same. 

April 5. By Dr. Leonard.—For a committee to select a badge for the 
Library Commissioners, 


April 5. By Mr. Gray.—For fitting up a room in the Western High School 
for a library branch. 


April 19. By Dr. Leonard—tTo obtain bids for the proposed enlargement 
of the Library Building. 

April 19. By Mr. Scripps.—Instructing the Librarian to procure so far 
as practicable all works not already in the Library relating to Michigan 
or printed and published in this State, and to prepare a list of the same. 

May 17. By Dr. Clark.—Giving leave of absence without loss of pay to 
members of the Library staff who attend meetings of the American 
Library Association. 

May 17. By Dr. Leonard.—Suitable resolutions upon the death of the 
late Mr. Willis. 

July 3. By Dr. Clark.—That all bids for enlargement of the Library | 
Building be rejected, since they are far in excess of the sum appro- 
priated. 

July 3. By Dr. Clark—For employing architects to submit plans for im- 
proving the ventilation and sanitary condition of the Library. 

July 19. By Dr. Clark—Transferring the $10,000 (less $500 paid to archi- 
tects) appropriated for enlarging the building to Library Building Fund. 
(This was the first official act of the Board looking toward a new 
library building.) 

July 19. By Mr. Scripps.—Adding Labor Day, Washington’s Birthday and 
Decoration Day to the list of holidays hitherto observed. 

October 18. By Mr. Scripps.—For placing engravings on the walls of the 
western branch library and for suitable tablets on the frames of the por- 
traits in the general reading room of the Library. 

November 15. By Mr. Scripps.—Protesting to the Common Council 
against the adoption of standard time. 

December 6. By Dr. Leonard.—For the improvement of the Medical De- 
partment of the Library by the addition of some recent books. 


December 20. By Mr. Scripps——To separate the cases containing the 
medical books from the rest of the room by a screen or railing. 

December 20. By Mr. Osius.—Recommending a design for a membership 
badge. 


December 20. By Dr. Leonard—Thanks to the Misses Ferry and Smith 
for window boxes and plants and flowers for the children’s room, 
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190I—Dr. C. Henri Leonarp, President. 


January 3. By Dr. Leonard——Recommending appropriation of $500 for 
buying new medical books and $75 to increase the list of medical peri- 
odicals. 


January 3. By Dr, Clark—That special appropriation be asked of $1,000 
to buy books for the libraries of the three high schools. 


January 3. By Mr. Scripps. For a special meeting to consider the matter 
of enlarging the present Library Building or erection of a new one on a 
new site, and for the necessary legislation connected therewith. 


January 10. By Dr. Clark.—For consultation with Mayor, City Controller, 
Corporation Counsel and’ President of M. & M. Exchange to obtain 
their views on the question of undertaking at the present time to secure 
the necessary legislation for the erection of a new library building on a 
new site. 


January 14. By Dr. Clark.—For the effort to secure legislative authority 
for the city to bond itself to build a new library building. 


January 17. By Mr. Scripps.—For a careful investigation of _the legal 
status of the Board with a view to securing the necessary legislation to 
enable it to hold real estate and'to undertake the erection of a building: 


January 17. By Mr. Gray.—To secure the endorsement by the Board of 
Education of the project to bond the city for the erection of a new 
library building. 

February 7. By Mr. Follin—For submitting an estimate of $10,000 to 
establish a law library. 


February 7. By Mr. Gray.—Approving the legislative bill prepared by the 
Corporation Counsel and soliciting the support of the Common Council 
for the measure. 


February 21. By Mr. Follin—For an increase of the estimates by the 
addition of $10,000 with which to buy books for the main library. 


March 7. By Mr. Scripps.—For investigation of the feasibility of erecting 


a building on the ground in the rear of the present building for the use 
of the Children’s Department. 


April 4. By Mr, Scripps.—For the purchase from week to week of popular 
books to the extent of at least one-fourth of the filed applications for the 
same. 

April 14. By Mr. Follin—For opening to the public two alcoves of 
fora fiction, to enable readers to choose books by examination of 
them. 


May 2. By Mr. Gray.—For improvement of the grounds around the 
Library. 
May 16. By Mr. Gray.—Requesting the Board of Education to convey to 


the Library Commission the title to the personal property now under 
the control of the latter. 


May 31. By Mr, Gray.—To negotiate for a suitable building in the vicinity 
of Gratiot avenue and Chene street, with a view to removing the eastern 
branch library to that locality. 


June 27.. By Mr. Osius.—Authorizing the printing in folder form for free 
distribution to study clubs and others of a catalogue of books, etc., in the 
Library on the subject of Holland, Belgium, etc. 
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June 27. By Mr. Osius.—For establishing a branch library in Belle Isle 
Park for the use of summer visitors. 

July 9. By Mr. Scripps—Accepting the offer of Andrew Carnegie of 
$750,000 for the erection of library buildings and asking the Common 
Council to at once take steps to submit to the electors of the city the 
question of issuing bonds to the amount of $500,000 for the purpose of 
complying with the conditions imposed by Mr. Carnegie, and to convene 
the Board of Estimates at an early day to pass upon the issue of such 
bonds, 

July 18. By Dr. Leonard—For a committee to investigate the question of 
free delivery of books at the homes of patrons of the Library. 

October 10. By Mr. Gray.—For inquiry into the legality and feasibility 
of buying a site for a branch library out Gratiot avenue with the money 
now in the Building Fund, with a view to getting part of the Carnegie 
donation for the erection of a building thereon. 

October 24. By Mr. Scripps——New rules with reference to employment 
of Library assistants, providing for regular examinations, for training 
of apprentices and modifying salary schedules in the early period of 
library employment. 

November 7. By Mr. Osius.—New rule grading extent of annual vaca- 
tions according to length of library employment, up to the maximum of 
four weeks, 

November 21. By Mr, Gray.—For communicating to Mr. Carnegie the 
ability of the Board to proceed at once to the erection of a branch 
library, if he is willing to furnish the funds for the same. (The Presi- . 
dent and Secretary of the Board were appointed to do this.) 

December 24. By Mr. Gray.—Assenting to Mr. Carnegie’s requirement 
that the Common Council pass aresolution submitting to the electors 
at the next general election the question of issuing the bonds of the city 
for the purchase of library sites, and taking the necessary steps to have 
the matter properly presented before the Common Council. The offer 
of Mr. Carnegie is that when this has been done he will at once furnish 
money to build one or more branch libraries. 


The History of Our New Library Movement. 


It might also prove of interest to give, somewhat more in 
detail, the history of the movement that led up to the securing of 
the necessary legislation and funds for acquiring the sites and the 
building of our new libraries. The first official reference to the 
matter in the Board looking towards this was on July 19th, 1900, 
when the appropriation of $10,000.00 (which had been given us 
by the Board of Estimates for the enlargement of our present 
central Library) was placed in a permanent building fund. This 
resolution was introduced by Commissioner Clark, though a new 
building had been talked of in a desultory way at several of our 
meetirigs by many of the Commissioners. 
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The next recognition of the matter was at a meeting of the 
Board held on the evening of December 29th, 1900, when a long 
discussion, occupying nearly two hours, was held concerning it. 
At this meeting Commissioner Clark suggested the old Bagley 
homestead as a desirable site for our new building. This was 
assented to by most of the Commissioners present, though one or 
two still thought that an enlargement of our present building was 
the better solution of the problem. ‘However, no official action 
was then taken. It was after this meeting that the newspapers 
took up the matter editorially, and quite lengthy articles were 
published, advocating a new and commodious building. 

On my election to the Presidency of the Commission (January 
3rd, 1901), in my remarks on taking the chair, I prophesied that 
in the coming year a great deal of work would be accomplished 
along the line of enlarging and bettering the conditions at the 
central library building, and I also announced myself as strongly 
in favor of purchasing a large central site, and erecting thereon 
a large and commodious building, and pledged myself to use my 
very best endeavors to obtain this desirable end. 

A motion was then made by Commissioner Scripps for a special 
meeting to be called for the purpose of considering this somewhat 
advanced proposition, although he announced himself as still in 
favor of improving the present building, rather than building a 
new one. This resolution was carried, and the meeting was ad- 
journed until Thursday evening, January t1oth. 

The Free Press, under date of January 5th, had another en- 
couraging editorial upon the matter, urging us forward in our 
new building project. 

Under date of January 8th, 1go1, the special meeting was 
called, in accordance with the Scripps resolution, by the follow- 
ing notice: 

“There will be an adjourned meeting of the Library Board on 
Thursday, toth inst., at 7 o’clock p. m., to consider the question 
of enlarging the present library building, or securing necessary 
legislation for the erection of a library building on a new site.” 

As a result of the discussion of the question at this meeting, 
Commissioner Clark introduced a resolution asking for a joint 
meeting with the Mayor (Mr. Maybury), the City Controller 
(Mr. Blades), the Corporation Counsel (Mr. Tarsney) and the 
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President of the M. and M. Exchange (Mr. Delamater), in order 
to ascertain their views upon securing the necessary legislation 
for the erection of a new library building on a new site. This 
was carried, and the late Ald. Coots, Chairman of the Committee 
on Ways and Means of the Common Council, was also asked to 
attend this conference. It was called for Monday, at one o’clock 
p. m., January 14th, 1901, at the Russell House, when the Com- 
missioners and the above mentioned gentlemen met, and discussed 
at length the pressing needs of our library. As a result of this 
conference, the Commissioners became unified upon the matter, 
and $750,000.00 was the sum practically agreed upon, at this 
meeting, as the least amount that would be necessary to ask for, 
in order to purchase the site and construct the building. The 30 
year bond system plan for raising the money was the one pro- 
posed by the Controller at this meeting, and this seemed to meet 
with the approval of all those present. 

The question of the power of the Library Board, as then or- 
ganized, to purchase and hold real estate came up for discussion 
at our next Board meeting (held January 17th), and this was. 
referred to a committee consisting of the President and Commis- 
sioners Gray and Clark, they to consult further with the Corpora- 
tion Counsel (Mr. Tarsney) upon this matter, and then report 
back to the Board. 

The committee, as above appointed, after conference with Mr. 
Tarsney, learned that the Library Board was not a body cor- 
porate, and hence could not buy or hold real estate or build; so 
the committee asked Mr. Tarsney to draft a new bill for them, 
said bill to confer upon the Library Commissioners the power 
necessary to purchase and hold real estate, to contract for and 
build suitable buildings, and to care for the same. 

Under date of January 2tst, a call for a special meeting was 
ordered by the President, for Thursday evening, the 24th, it being 
‘understood that Mr. Tarsney would have ready for consideration, 
at that time, his draft of the proposed bill giving to the Board of 
Library Commissioners the powers desired. 

At this meeting a draft of the bill was submitted by Mr. 
Tarsney. This was read, discussed and amended by the mem- 
bers of the Commission and by Mr. Tarsney, and a revision of 
the same was asked to be prepared for us. 
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On January 24th, the President of the Commission, with Com- 
missioners Gray and Clark and Librarian Utley, appeared before 
the Board of Education, presenting the pressing needs of the 
Library, and asking the School Board to co-operate with us in 
our efforts before the Legislature. They assented to this by a 
resolution, introduced by Inspector Marr, to the effect that “the 
Board of Education would concur with the Library Commission 
in any action it might see fit to make, looking to the securing of a 
new library building for the City of Detroit.” 

The revised bill,as prepared by Mr. Tarsney, was submitted 
to our Board at our meeting of February 7th, 1901; after a full 
discussion of its merits, Commissioner Gray introduced the reso- 
lution approving of the bill, and also soliciting the support of the 
Common Council for our measure. 

On February 8th, there appeared in the Detroit Journal the 
first public announcement of a possibility that Andrew Carnegie 
might become sufficiently interested in Detroit to furnish the 
funds to build us a library building. Previous to this time, I had 
had the matter in mind, and: had consulted with several parties 
concerning it; but nothing definite had been done. As a result: 
of an interview with me, the Journal printed the following as 
coming from me: 

“If Mr. Carnegie wants to perpetuate his memory here by 
giving a library to Detroit, I do not know of any one who would 
be more willing to accept it than I would. It would certainly be 
a fine thing for us; we’d get a beautiful building, and all we 
would have to do would be to keep it up.” 

This interview came as the result of a telegram from the 
Journal’s correspondent (Carmichael) from Washington, D. C., 
in which this was stated: 

“A Washington gentleman, who recently had a conversation 
with Andrew Carnegie about library affairs, told the Journal cor- 
respondent that he felt certain that Mr. Carnegie would be glad 
to give a library building to Detroit, if the dity cared to assume 
the necessary obligations.” 

Following this, I consulted with various parties to ascertain 
.their views in regard to the acceptance of such a gift from Mr. 
Carnegie. I found every one with whom I conversed favorable 
to the measure, if it could be brought about. I then began to 
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formulate plans for carrying out the matter, as quietly as possi- 
ble, so as not jeopardize it by too much publicity, and at the same 
time carry our bill through the Legislature, as first planned, so 
that we would have something tangible to fall back upon, should 
the Carnegie project prove a failure. 

On February 12th, I, with Commissioners Clark and Gray, 
appeared before the Common Council, where the special privilege 
of the floor was granted to us, to explain and to urge upon the 
Council the necessity of a new library building. The members 
listened to our arguments, but took no definite action. 

On February 18th, our amended Library bill was introduced 
by Representative Hurst to the State Legislature. 

This bill, besides incorporating us as a proper legal body for 
holding and caring for real estate or personal property, gave us 
the additional power to purchase or condemn property for sites 
and to erect and maintain suitable library buildings thereupon. 
Besides, it empowered us to submit to the people, at the next 
general election, the question of bonding the city for one million 
of dollars to be used for library purposes. This bill specially 
provided that the bonds were not to be used unless this authority | 
had been derived from the people. 

Commissioner Scripps and Librarian Utley went to Lansing 
in the interests of the bill. It was then before the House. Rep- 
resentative Hurst soon had the matter well in hand for the Sen- 
ate, where it was placed in charge of Senator Murfin. Senators 
Holmes, Earle, Colby, Col. Dupont and others also saa in 
its passage through this body. 

About the 1st of March, President Sperry, of Olivet College, 
was in Detroit, on his way to New York, to see Mr. Carnegie 
concerning certain matters. President Sperry being an intimate 
friend of Mr. George W. Radford, with whom I had frequently 
talked upon library matters and on several occasions concerning 
the building of a new library for Detroit, and the latter requested 
him, when he had finished his interview with Mr. Carnegie con- 
cerning his own affairs, to see how he felt upon the proposition of 
building a library for us. President Sperry, on his return, re- 
ported to Mr. Radford that Mr. Carnegie would be pleased to see 
him upon this subject. This interview was reported by Mr. Rad- 
ford to Commissioner Gray and myself, and we met Mr. Rad- 
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ford with Commissioner Clark. The matter was canvassed care- 
fully by us; but there was so much doubt as to its successful 
issue that the three of us agreed to pay Mr. Radford’s expenses 
to New York, if necessary, in order to secure a personal inter- 
view with Mr. Carnegie upon this matter; and, on March 12th, 
Mr. Radford left here for New York City. On the following 
day he saw Mr. Carnegie, just as he was about to leave for 
Europe, but received his assurance that if the Library Commis- 
sion could be invested with powers, such as would conform to 
his general plan for gifts in this class of cases, he would un- 
doubtedly be willing to assist us in our buildings. His plan was 
not to limit the donation to one single large central building, 
but to have, in addition, several branches. He estimated one 
branch building to about 75,000 people. 

This was practically in line with the advanced position that 
our Library Commission had previously adopted. We had al- 
ready established four branch libraries (one at each High School 
and at the Water Works), besides traveling libraries at each one 
of the sixty-five grade schools; so the plan proposed by Mr. Car- 
negie did not in any way change the system already in vogue in 
Detroit. « 

On Mr. Radford’s return from New York a meeting of the 
Commissioners was called to hear his report, as I then felt as- 
sured that the gift was so secure, provided some minor changes 
could be made in our bill already before the Legislature, that a 
more public discussion of it would do no harm. The changes 
in the bill before the Legislature were intrusted to Mr. Radford 
to make, and this was done by him at Lansing. ‘These modifica- 
tions being made, we then had the bill ready for the Senate, 
where it was taken in charge by Senator Murfin. 

One of the conditions imposed by Mr. Carnegie was that we 
should have our official standing completed, by. the passage of 
the bill, so as to lay the whole matter before his secretary (Mr. 
Bertram), who was to sail for Europe on the 1st of April, so 
that he (his secretary) could place the whole matter before him 
in Scotland. This explains our “hurry” at Lansing in trying to 
get our bill through both Houses; it was not, as has been re- 
ported, because we were trying to keep something from the pub- 
lic that the public should know. 
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On March 26th, Commissioners Clark, Follin and myself ap- 
peared before the Senate to urge the passage of our bill, as 
speedily as possible, and to explain to the various Senators the 
reason for this urgency; also to make one or two minor amend- 
ments to the bill that had escaped our attention while it was in 
the House. 

It was at this time that our city press obtained knowledge 
that we were likely to secure a large gift from Mr. Carnegie, 
provided we could fulfill the conditions imposed upon us; and 
had I not personally secured promises from the heads of the 
papers to keep the matter quiet, we might have been foiled in the 
ultimate securing of this gift. The newspaper people saw at 
once the delicate position we were in, and readily gave me this 
support in this particular, and these promises were honorably 
lived up to by each one of them; and for this they well deserve 
the thanks of the people, as well as for the many other ways in 
which they have aided us in securing this magnificent gift. 

On March 27th, I had the pleasure of receiving a telegram 
from Representative Hurst, which read as follows: 


“LANSING, March 27th, rget. 
Dr. C. Henrt Leonarp, Detroit. 


Library bill passed; given immediate effect. 
Wm. A. Hurst.” 


This was after it had passed the Senate and had gone back to 
the House to confirm the minor amendments made in the Senate. 

The bill was immediately put into the hands of the Governor, 
and through telegrams and telephone from prominent people here 
in Detroit, as well as from the members of the Library Commis- 
sion, the Governor was asked to append his signature to the bill 
immediately, as we then had but three days left in which to get 
a certified copy of it into the hands of Mr. Bertram, in New 
York City. In order to save as much time as possible, Mr. Rad- 
ford had already left Detroit for New York before the bill was 
signed. On March 3oth a certified copy was forwarded to him, 
and also to the Library Commission here in Detroit. Mr. Rad- 
ford also bore letters to Mr. Carnegie, which are here reproduced. 
These letters were left with Mr. Bertram to carry to Mr. Carne- 
gie in Scotland, and gave certain information that Mr. Carnegie 
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desired in order to have the matter more fully before him in a 
condensed and accurate form. 


Detroit, March 28th, rgot. 
ANDREW CarNEGIE, Esq., 
No. 5 W. sist St.,.New York City. 


Dear Sir—The accompanying letter of Mr. Geo. W. Radford meets 
with the hearty approval of “The Detroit Library Commission,” which is 
legally authorized to act as designated therein. ; 

This Commission also unites in the request made to you for donation 
for library buildings, upon terms and conditions named: and begs to 
assure you that if the City of Detroit is blessed with such a gift, your 
generosity will meet with the utmost co-operation on the part of the Com- 
mission in furnishing sites, constructing buildings and maintaining the 
libraries. 


THE DETROIT LIBRARY COMMISSION. 


(Signed) C. Henrt Leonarp, President. 
ie Joun S. Gray, Vice-President. 
James E. Scripps, Secretary. 
Maynarp D, Fotiin, Chairman Book Com. 
JouHn E. Ciark, Chairman Finance Com. 


(Mr. Osius was absent from the United States at this time.) 


March 28th, Igot. 
ANDREW CarNEGIE, EsoQ., > 


No. 5 W. sist St., New York City. 


My Dear Sir—It is my pleasant privilege, as a citizen of Detroit, and 
representing the “Detroit Library Commission,’ to ask you to add the 
metropolis of Michigan to the list of cities already favored with your 
generous gifts for library buildings. 

Detroit is in pressing need of a new central library building, and of at 
least five branch buildings. The system of branch libraries has been for 
some time in use here, in connection with the public school buildings, but 
the demands made thereon have rapidly grown beyond the ability of the 
Commission to meet them, with present facilities. 

At least $1,000,000.00 is now needed for buildings, and $1,500,000.00 is 
not too much, when the rapid growth of Detroit is considered. 

By a recent Act of our State Legislature, “The Detroit Library Com- 
mission” has been created a body corporate, with full power to take and 
hold by purchase, condemnation, gift, devise or otherwise, all such prop- 
erty as may be necessary for library purposes, to contract for and supervise 
ne Sor of library buildings, and also to contract for maintenance 
thereot. 

The Act also provides for a special yearly city library tax. The tax, 
together with certain fines of the criminal courts, will furnish by the time 
the buildings can be erected, sufficient revenue to adequately maintain the 
entire system of libraries. But in addition to this the Act authorizes the 


issuance of city bonds, to an amount sufficient to furnish sites for buildings, 
books and maintenance. 


LIBRARY COMMISSION REPORT OF I9gol. 19 


The Detroit Library Commission, you will therefore see, is fully 
authorized by law to meet all the conditions you imposed in connection 
with your magnificent gift to Greater New York, i. e., the Commission 
can furnish the necessary sites, and can agree in satisfactory form to pro- 
vide for maintenance of the buildings as built. 

The question herewith submitted to you is, will you extend aid by 
generously furnishing the funds for the buildings? 

It will be my pleasure to furnish you with such detailed information 
as. you may desire. 

This letter is accompanied by the written certificate of approval of the 
Commission, which is composed of representative professional and busi- 
ness men. 

Your reply may be made to me, or to the Commission direct, as you 
may choose. Trusting that such reply will be favorable, and that again 
you will aid in extending to the masses the blessing of good books, I am, 


Very sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Grorce W. RaAprForp. 


On Mr. Radford’s return and report to the Commission of the 
results of his visit, it was thought best to furnish still further in- 
formation, as answering more fully some of the questions pro- 
pounded by Mr. Bertram at this visit. In accordance therewith 
the following supplemental letter was sent: 

April Ist, 1901. 
ANDREW CARNEGIE, EsqQ., 
No. 5 W. sist St., New York, N. Y. 


My Dear Sir—After conversation with your Mr. Bertram, the follow- 
ing is submitted as supplementary to my letter of March 28th: 


PoPuLATION. 


The population of Detroit as per U. S. census, at decennial periods for 
the past half century has been as follows: 


EOCO A srapsitneran aibeleis 21,019 TSSO. dex agenctosee te 116,349 
TEOO ns cs dari ates mays 45,019 TSO) -prataroiaer Gee 205,867 
Moy Orage: ats ate cre he 79,577 EQO@ seacraminorer tie Ooh: 285,704 


During the half century the average decennial ratio of increase has 
been about 59 per cent. If the future ratio of increase should be but half 
of what it has been, or 30 per cent decennial, our population at successive 
periods will be: 


TQUOMee er sist oteyoravrei 370,500 LOSO GS ch eee ee 626,000 
DO2ZO Ger ere eosin 431,300 TOAO ai saveeeres crores 813,800 


Good reasons can be shown why Detroit is a very natural center for a 
dense population. At the present time bills are pending for annexation to 
the city, territory with over 40,000, which literally makes the population of 
the city not less than 325,000. 
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MAINTENANCE FUND. 


The income from mill tax and fines will this year approximate $70,- 
000,00. This fund, estimated on the basis of increase of assessed valuation 
and fines for the last ten years, will grow to not less than $150,000.00 in 
the next ten years. 

BuILpIncs. 


Detroit has practically no library buildings. The one building now in 
use is located on leased ground from the Board of Education, and will be- 
long to, and be used by, the Board of Education as soon as vacated by the 
library. This building has long been inadequate and is a fire-trap as well. 
New buildings are therefore an imperative necessity. ; 

The city has an area now of twenty-nine square miles, and a main 
and at least six branch buildings are now needed. 


Very sincerely yours, 
(Signed) GrorcE W. RApForp. 


On May 16th, Commissioner Gray introduced a resolution 
before our Board, requesting the Board of Education to convey 
to the Library Commission the title to the library property which 
might be under their control. This was done to get the holding 
of our present property in line with the bill passed at Lansing on 
the last of March, which made us a Board in full power to own 
and control all present property and real estate, as well as that to 
be hereafter acquired. « 

On July 1st the Library Commissioners were gratified to re- 
ceive, through Mr. Geo. W. Radford, the following letter from 
Mr. Carnegie announcing his great gift to our city: 


“Skibo Castle, Ardgay, N. E., June 20th, 1901. 
Grorce W. Raprorp, Esq., 
Detroit, Mich, 


Dear Sir—Yours of March 28th comes before me this morning. If the 
City of Detroit will furnish proper sites for libraries, and agree to expend 
$75,000.00 a year in maintenance, I shall be very glad to provide $750,- 
000.00 as needed for the buildings. About half,—not more, I think not so 
much,—of this sum should be expended on a central library and the re- 
mainder on branch buildings. The site for the central library, however, 
should be amply sufficient to provide for possible new additions in the 
future, judging from Detroit’s horoscope. j 


Very truly yours, 
ANDREW CARNEGIE.” 


On July 3rd the following notice, signed by the President, 
was sent to each of the Library Commissioners: 
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“A special meeting of the Board of Library Commissioners 
of the Public Library will be held in the Board room of the 
Library Tuesday, July oth, at 8 o’clock p. m., to consider the 
proposition of accepting Mr. Carnegie’s gift to the Board of 
$750,000.00.” 

It was impossible to secure an earlier date when each of the 
members of the Board could be present; hence the delay of a 
week from the time of the reception of the letter announcing the 
gift to us. At that meeting the gift was accepted, with thanks, 
by the following resolution, which was unanimously adopted and 
ordered signed by the entire Commission , and forwarded to Mr. 
Carnegie: 

“Resolved, That the hearty and sincere thanks of this Com- 
mission are due to Andrew Carnegie for the magnificent offer he 
has made of $750,000.00 to the City of Detroit for the erection 
of library buildings, and that the Secretary of this Commission 
be instructed to forward him this expression of our thanks.” 

This resolution was introduced by Commissioner Gray. 

Previous to the introduction of this resolution, the following 
was submitted by Commissioner Scripps, and was unanimously 
adopted: 


“WuerEas, The Detroit Library Commission has long felt the need 
of increased and better accommodations for the Detroit Public Library 
and its branches, and whereas, the well-known and generous philanthropist, 
Andrew Carnegie, of New York, has offered to donate to the Detroit Li- 
brary Commission for the erection of library buildings, the sum of $750,- 
000.00, conditioned upon the said Detroit Library Commission on provid 
ing suitable sites for said structure, and guaranteeing to provide not less 
than $75,000.00 a year for the maintenance of the Public Library and its 
branches ; 

Resolved, That this Commission does hereby thankfully accept the 
donation of the said Andrew Carnegie. 

Resolved, That in accordance with the Act creating this Commission, 
we hereby request the Common Council to immediately adopt a resolution 
submitting to the electors of this city, at the next general election, the 
question of issuing bonds to the amount of $500,000.00 for the purpose of 
complying with the conditions imposed by Mr. Carnegie. 

Resolved, That we hereby request the Common Council to convene 
the Board of Estimators at an early date for the authorization and approval 
of such issue of bonds.” 


This series of resolutions was transmitted by the Secretary 
of our Board to the Common Council, and under date of July 
29th I received the following from their Secretary: 
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———— 


“You are respectfully requested to be present at a meeting of 
the Special Committee on the Carnegie Library, at Room 9, City 
Hall, the 30th day of July, at 9:30 a. m., sharp, local time.” 

In compliance with the above notice, Commissioners Clark, 
Gray, Follin, Osius and myself appeared before this special 
committee and discussed the whole matter at considerable length ; 
the result being that the majority of the committee expressed 
themselves as being in favor of an affirmative report to the Coun- 
cil. This was not made at that time, owing to the fact that the 
case before the Supreme Court on the term-extension bill had 
not yet been decided.- Unfortunately for our plans, however, 
when the decision did come it was in favor of the extension bill. 
This put the time off for over a year longer before we could sub- 
mit to the people our bonding scheme; hence a delay of this 
length of time before we could be in shape to do anything toward 
the building of our libraries, unless, as I suggested, we could 
prevail upon Mr. Carnegie to advance funds for the building of 
one or more of our branches, for I thought we would be able to 
use some special funds already in our treasury, for the purchase 
of a branch library site. Accordingly, Corporation Counsel 
Tarsney was again seen upon the, matter of whether we could 
use the $10,000.00 given us a year and a half ago by the Board of 
Estimates for the purpose of enlarging our present building, for 
the purchase of a branch library site. To this he gave us affirm- 
ative answer. This brought the matter up to a point where Mr. 
Carnegie must be again seen in order to ascertain his willingness 
to help us under these changed conditions. | Commissioner 
Scripps and myself were appointed as a special committee to 
formulate a letter explaining matters as they now were to Mr. 
Carnegie. This we did, and the following letter was submitted 
to him: 


“Detroit, Nov. 20th, 1901. 
ANDREW CARNEGIE, EsqQ., 


New York. 


Dear Sir—At the last session of our State Legislature a proper bill 
was passed incorporating the Detroit Library Commission, with powers 
in accordance with the understanding of Mr. Geo. W. Radford with 
yourself, 

Unfortunately, after the bill was passed, another one, for entirely inde- 
pendent reasons, was passed throwing over the next general election until 
the fall of 1902. This practically shuts out our chance of getting before 
the people upon the question of issuing bonds for the purchase of sites. 
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until that time, although the needs of our library for more room, better 
fire protection and better accommodations are as pressing as ever. 

There is, however, a sum of money in our treasury that might be im- 
mediately used for the purchase of one or more of the branch library sites, 
provided it were satisfactory to you to employ a part of the munificent gift 
you have offered our city for library buildings for the erection, in the first 
instance, of at least one of the branches. 

Should you care to see personally a representative of our Board, we 
would be pleased to have some member call upon you at your convenience 
to explain matters more fully. 

Awaiting your pleasure in the premises, we remain, 


Very respectfully yours, 
(Signed) C. Henri Leonarp, 
President. 


Through not comprehending fully the change the term-exten- 
sion bill had made in our conditions, as Mr. Carnegie’s reply to 
our letter would show, it was thought best by our Board to again 
send Mr. Radford to New York City to see Mr. Carnegie in per- 
son. This Mr. Radford was successful in doing, and, also, in 
obtaining from Mr. Carnegie the assurance that if we would get 
the Common Council to pass the delayed resolution concerning 
the submitting of the bonding question to the people at the first 
election that it could be submitted, and then have our branch 
sites purchased and the titles to same perfected, that he (Mr. 
Carnegie) would advance the amount necessary for building this 
branch, even before the bond question had been voted on by the 
people. This was reported by Mr. Radford officially to our 
Board at a special meeting that I called for that purpose on De- 
cember 24th, at noon, at the Board rooms. 

On motion of Commissioner Gray, at this meeting, it was re- 
solved that we assent to Mr. Carnegie’s requirement and ask the 
Common Council to immediately pass a resolution looking to- 
wards the submitting to a popular vote of the bonding question 
at next fall’s election; also, that a committee be appointed, con- 
sisting of Commissioners Clark and Osius, to confer with the 
special committee of the Common Council (appointed last July, 
consisting of Aldermen Smith (chairman), Barrie, Keating, 
Snow and Tossy), to see what time it would be convenient for 
them to meet Mr, Radford and the committee from our Board in 
regard to this matter. It was learned that on December 3ist 
(forenoon) the special committee from the Common Council 
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would be pleased to listen to anything that our Board might be 
ready to present. Mr. Radford, Commissioners Clark, Osius and 
myself appeared before that committee at that time and explained 
matters fully, the result being that the majority of the Council 
committee agreed to report the matter favorably to the Council 
at its next regular meeting, and ask for the passage of such a 
resolution. 

Thus, on the last day of the year, of the last year of the term 
for which I was originally appointed, everything was made 
ready, so far as it could be, by our Board, in a legal way, for the 
reception of a part of the Carnegie gift by our Library Commis- 
sion. 


Comparison of Library Statistics. 


Number of books in the library............ 139,360 I 5 
Number of valid library cards out.......... pupa: ata oe 
Home circulation of books (volumes)...... 348,409 511,921 163,512 
Reference use of books (volumes).......... 347,224 654,203 307, 
Number of unbound periodicals read....... 174,420 252,237 77,817 


The above figures speak more emphatically than any words 
of mine can of the pressing needs that we have for a larger and 
more commodious building for attending to the demands the pub- 
lic make upon us for books and periodicals, as the gain in use 
of the books and papers over that of but six years ago is repre- 
sented by the use of 548,398 volumes and papers; in round num- 
bers, the demands are almost double what they were when I came 
upon the Board in 1895. 


Comparison of Our Resources, 


‘ 1895. IQOT. in. 
Cash received from one-fifth mill tax.$40,525.75 intern $8,608 8 
- z “court Hes. Las 5,580.75 3,825.22 (loss) 1,761.70 
% 4 _ int, dailysball.. J... 635.65 882.17 246.52 
book fines, ¢ yc 1,222.10 1,434.56 212.46 
$47,970.42 $55,335.68 $7,365.26 


From these figures we see that our gain in cash receipts for 
doing almost double the work has been only a little over $7,- 
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000.00, or less than 15 per cent. This would certainly argue for 
our Board an economical administration of the funds placed in 
our hands. The large falling off in fines from the courts (a de- 
ficiency of nearly $2,000.00 per annum) would also argue a laxity 
somewhere in the administration of this department of justice; 
for, with the increase in the city’s population of some 60,000 in 
the past six years, it would surely seem as if the fines should 
equal those of five or six years ago. 

For four years preceding 1895 the fines collected and turned 
over to our Board averaged $15,233.36 per annum; whereas, for 
1895 they were but $5,586.92; for 1896, $6,087.42; for 1897, $2,- 
048.15; for 1898, $2,448.20; for 1899, $3,168.09; for 1900, $3,- 
084.71; and for 1901, $3,825.22. 

The Library Board had repeatedly complained ee Te short- 
age, and at our meeting held September 16th, 1897, I introduced 
a resolution asking that a special committee be appointed to in- 
vestigate this matter of uncollected bail bonds, fines, etc., and to 
suggest some method for increasing the revenues of the library 
from this source. While we have had some increase, since then, 
in our revenues, I am satisfied that we are not getting all that 
should accrue to us from this source. When we get our new 
building, it will become highly important that we have all the 
funds that may be legitimately our due, for away back in 1864, 
when the city had a population of only about 60,000, the amount 
of court fines accruing for library purposes exceeded the amount 
turned over to us the past year by $485.06; and in 1865 they ex- 
ceeded last year by $736.14; and in 1866 they exceeded last year 
by the respectable sum of $1,489.37. Can it be possible that the 
city’s population can increase from 60,000 to nearly 360,000 and 
yet have the amount of crime actually lessened by over one-tenth 
over that which prevailed when the city was of the smaller size? 
Yet this would seem to be the argument of our judiciary depart- 
ment from the financial returns they now make to our Board. 


The Personnel of the Board. 


When I came upon the Board in 1806 the following gentle- 
men were upon the Library Commission, their names being given 
in the order of the expiration of their terms of office: 
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George S. Hosmer, Herbert Bowen, Henry A. Harmon, Rich- 
ard Storrs Willis, Magnus Butzel and myself. 

To fill the vacancies made by the expiration of the terms of 
the Commissioners, the following were elected by the School 
Board in the order named: John S. Gray in 1897; John E. Clark 
in 1898; Maynard D. Follin in 1899; James E. Scripps in 1900; 
George Osius in 1901. The following were the ex-officio mem- 
bers of the Library Commission during my term of service, being 
presidents of the Board of Education during that time: Caleb S. 
Pitkin (1896); Thomas G. Craig (1897); Wm. H. McGregor 
(1898) ; Thomas Henderson (1899); Horace G. Smith (1900), : 
and E. F. Marschner (1901). 

Mr. Osius also filled the unexpired term of the late Magnus 
Butzel during the year 1900, Mr. Butzel having passed away in 
January, leaving the balance of that year as the part of his un- 
expired term. This is the only death of an active member of the 
Board during the six years that I have been connected with it. 

In May of 1900 Richard Storrs Willis also died, and suitable 
action was taken by our Board in reference to his death, he hay- 
ing so recently been a member, and having served on the Board 
for so many years, since 1888. Suitable resolutions were also 
passed in reference to the death of Mr. Butzel, and both will be 
found in our printed report of the year 1900. I might also add 
that all the members, other than these two, who have been con- 
nected with the Library Commission during the six years of my 
term of service are still living. 


The present members of the Commission are as follows: 


John S. Gray, President, whose term of office expires Decem- 
ber, 1902; John E. Clark, Vice-President, whose term of office 
expires December, 1903; Maynard D. Follin, whose term of office 
expires December, 1904; James E. Scripps, whose term of office 
expires December, 1905; and George Osius, Secretary, whose 
term of offce expires December, 1906. 

I am, at this writing, placed in a rather unique position; for 
so far as I can ascertain, no Commissioner has held over beyond 
the term of his original election except myself. My term of office 
expired the last day of December, 1901; but, through the non- 
election of my successor, I have held over in 1902. Being some- 
what in doubt as to the legality of my act should I meet with 
the Board during this year, I addressed an inquiry as to my legal 


LIBRARY COMMISSION REPORT OF I9QOI. 27 


status to our Corporation Counsel, Mr. Tarsney, and under date 
of December 3Ist, 1901, he replied as follows: 


“Replying to your inquiry of this date, I have the honor to inform you 
that it is the opinion of this department that you hold the office of Library 
Commissioner until your successor is elected and qualified. 


(Signed) TimotHy TarsNeEy, 


Corporation Counsel.” 


In closing, allow me to convey to my confreres on the Board 
my thanks to them for their loyal support of me and my rulings, 
as their presiding officer, for the past year, and also for their for- 
bearance for any mistakes that I may have made. 


C. HENRI LEONARD, 
Detroit January 9th, 1902. President. 
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Report of the Secretary. 


To the Commissioners of the Public Library: 


Gentlemen—Below I submit a report of the receipts and ex- 
penditures on account of the library and branches for the calen- 
dar year I9ol. 

It will be observed that the expenditures have been slightly 
in excess of those of the previous year, notwithstanding that in 
1900 $2,710.17 was expended for fitting up branches and archi- 
tects’ services, as against but $378.26 for the same items in the 
past year. 

The expenditure for salaries for the past year was 52.13 per 
cent of the entire expenditure, against 48.16 per cent in 1900. 

For the purchase of books and periodicals the expenditure 
was 27.95 per cent, against 27.74 per cent in the previous year. 

The net revenue of the Commission for 1901 was $55,815.85, 
against 57,977.31 in I9oo. % 

The details of revenue and expenditure are thus tabulated: 


Balancevonenanche| antiatyal. al OOMs serene nei actaerisereiterae eet eee $37,958 06 
RECEIPTS : 
From City Treasurer— 
City staxes= 1Q0T: i.ue sqodatictoe staeneniee sa eee $42,445 53 
City ata xes e000 Ween a ana Gao oe ot ewe ee eee 6,748 40 
ki 
From County Treasurer, fines and penalties.................... uae ee 
Interestion dally ~balancesa cients ene eee ee 882 17 
LAbrary SiMeS races ewe cols oer ele rat re eee ee 1,434 56 
IGSEMDOOKS (ance m steele ccs teins mite era Lee eat et eee ee 136 75 
Catalogues sold ga.\. vscceart soto ete ties eR ere ae 100 65 
BOOKS GOl iim oa lae eeaaac eciericus Oech Ge ee ee 219 87 
Olde paper cold 4.5 c).c inc ci onus cations tte oe ehtne a eee 127 
Messenger ntees vets vichc oe tetctlh tee e Oan ac eee Pee I 20 
MRC ALES tio rcnciacs ances Pete sats de Oe Se ee ee eee 8 75 
Moral sreceipts! sc. «cae siecls cose actor ton ee eee 
Total disbursements, as per table below..............cceceeeess eee i 
Balance in treasury December 31, I901............eeeeeeeee lo) 
Less amount in Library Building usd. Ne ee ae se 


Balance ‘in ‘Genéral Fand. . {osc onone sone ee $31,479 82 
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Report of the Libarian. 


To the Commissioners of the Public Library: 


Gentlemen—The opening year of the new century did not wit- 
ness any event of special importance, so far as the progress of the 
library is concerned... The institution has continued a normal 
growth, has held its old friends and made new ones, has extended’ 
its influence in many directions and is serving the community 
with marked satisfaction and success. 

The whole number of books now on hand is 174,425. The 
additions during the year amounted to 12,525, but nearly 4,000 
volumes were withdrawn, having mostly been worn out by use, 
leaving the net gain in number of volumes 8,631. 

The books are distributed as follows: In the Central library, 
157,189 volumes; -in Branch I, 1,733 volumes; in Branch 2, 
2,128 volumes; in Branch 3, 2,203 volumes, and in the public 
school libraries, 11,172 volumes. There are 6,379 books in the 
German language, 4,021 in French, and 1,279 in Polish. 

The number of books withdrawn as worn out was 2,877. Of 
these 1,799 were replaced by fresh copies of the same book. In 
other cases, either the book was out of print and not obtainable 
at a reasonable price, or there were still a sufficient number of 
copies on hand to satisfy the demand. The worn out books were 
mostly destroyed, as entirely unfit for further use, but in some 
instances they were solicited by, and were donated, with a few ad- 
ditions from the unused duplicate collection, to the public library 
at Delray, Mich., the public library at Southport, N. C., the 
library of the Trades’ Council, of Detroit, the Hamilton Carhartt 
employes’ library, the Russell Street Social Settlement, etc. De- 


tailed statistics respecting the growth of the Library will be found 
in Appendix A. 


Use of the Library, 
The Library was never so largely used as during the past year 


and never before had so many individual patrons. The whole 
number of books used was 1,166,214, as against 1,057,412 the last 
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previous year, an increase of 108,802, or more than ten per cent. 
The use of current periodicals at the same time amounted to 
252,237, an increase of 8,271. It should be said with reference 
to these figures that they are the recorded statistics and in the 
nature of the case, must be below the actual fact. In several por- 
tions of the main Library and in all the branches the shelves are 
open to the public. While a receipt is taken for volumes sup- 
plied by library attendants, manifestly there are many books con- 
sulted by readers which do not fall under the observation of those 
attendants. The same is true of unbound periodicals in the chil- 
dren’s department and at the branches. At the Hurlbut branch 
no record whatever is attempted to be kept, the librarians in 
charge of that branch being under the jurisdiction of the Water 
Board, and not subject to the regulations of the Library Com- 
mission. 

The number of library cardholders has increased by 395. 
Cards entitling the holder to draw books from the Library or 
any of its branches are good for five years from the date of issue. 
The total number of such cards now outstanding is 32,341. 

In May a plan was put into operation whereby the public was 
given free access to the shelves in two alcoves of English fiction. 
This was accomplished by cutting an opening through the coun- 
ter, in which was placed an exit turnstile, with the desk of an 
attendant beside it for charging the books selected, as people 
passed out. An entrance turnstile was placed at the end of the 
counter. The shelves of these two alcoves will hold upwards of 
3,000 books and they are kept constantly filled with the more 
recent novels, including one copy of all the best advertised ones. 
Books are not specially marked for these alcoves, but the aim is 
to keep the shelves filled, so that people may have a considerable 
number from which to make selections. 

The plan is highly satisfactory to most persons. It is a privi- 
lege which many appreciate to take down books from the shelves 
and look them over before making a choice. At the same time, 
there are some who do not like it. They become confused in the 
presence of such an array of books. They prefer to consult the 
catalogue or to trust the Library assistants to choose for them, 
rather than to spend their time in the open alcoves. But it must 
be said that the majority like the new scheme. ‘A record kept for 
a time showed that about 60 per cent. of the fiction circulated 
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came from the two open alcoves. The regret now is that while 
we were about it we did not throw open all the fiction shelves, 
foreign as well as English, though there are some difficulties con- 
nected with the arrangment of the building which appear almost 
insurmountable. The open alcoves are frequently overcrowded 
and sometimes may be said to be jammed. That people some- 
times put books into their pockets or conceal them under cloaks 
and walk off with them without taking the trouble to notify the 
assistants, we positively know. Probably the losses do not 
amount to much, so far as money value is concerned. 

The plan of reserving books upon the filing of a postal card 
request and mailing the card as notification when the book comes 
in, appears to be quite popular. During the year, 7~> ~ such 
cards were filed. In the case of fad novels, of which do not 
usually buy more than 40 or 50 copi*s, this appears to be the 
common way of securing the reading of them while they re the 
vogue. When some particularly catching new thing bursts upon 
the novel re der’s vision it is not uncommon to have them drop 
in at the i £ fifty to a hundred and fifty a day and invest their 
pennies in pustal cards. 

At’one time during the year there was some discussion in the 
newspapers of a project to deliver. library books at the houses of 
readers upon telephone or other call. Some three years ago this 
practice was started, but with the attachment of a fee of ten cents 
to cover street car fare for the messenger. It was thoroughly 
advertised, but experience has shown that there is practically nq. 
demand for such service. Books are still sent out by messenger 
when so ordered, but the fact that the fees collected during the 
past year amounted only to $1.20 indicates that there is no gen- 
eral call for book delivery. Doubtless it would be vastly dif- 
ferent if there were no fee attached. But whether the expense to 
the Library of free messenger service would not far exceed that 
to readers of coming or sending to the Library in person admits 
of no doubt. Some statistics were gathered for a week and it 
was found that not exceeding Io per cent of the individuals who 
came to the Library paid car fare expressly for that purpose. I 
do not believe the Public Library should put itself in competition 
with the “Book-lovers’ Library,” but rather welcome that agency 
as relieving it from the purchase of an inordinate quantity of 
ephemeral literature to meet the hysterical demand for the latest 
popular novel. 
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Branch and School Work. 


The following facts are gleaned from the report of Miss Jessie 
Chase, superintendent of the work: The work done through the 
branches shows a steady day to day growth. No new branch has 
been started to swell the count spasmodically, nevertheless there 
have been 1,134 new readers added through this channel. The 
call for books from the Central Library through the branches has 
increased by 3,515. At the branches themselves 49,820 books 
were drawn for home reading, while the reference reading showed 
a decided increase over the preceding year. Branch 2 was pecu- 
liarly situated in that it occupied the same room with the school 
library. and the books were used indiscriminately with those in 
the sci. _, library proper which belong to us, though provided 
expressly for the school..These books were transferred when 
the h’.h school removed to its new building on Eastern 
Boulevard. A consequent marked falling-off in the reference use 
of books was the result. . yee 

After the removal of the high school from the F _, building 
to its own new building, the branch was transfericu to a more 
convenient room in the basement of the Harris, adjoining the 
main entrance. Here it is comfortably quartered for the present. 
Measures are on foot to secure a site and erect. a permanent 
building in this neighborhood expressly for the branch. It could 
doubtless be popularized and made more attractive in a building 
of its own. Mr. Gronkowski resigned as librarian in mid-sum- 
mer, to accept a position as teacher of German in the Eastern 
High School, and Mr. Roy Patten was put in charge, in his place. 

The location of Branch 3 in the Western High School on 
Scotten avenue is quite satisfactory. The neighborhood makes 
good use of it, and fully one-half of the circulation is among 
adults. The demands have so increased that it has been found 
necessary to give the librarian a full-time assistant. Additional 
shelving has been required in all the branches. The number of 
new books added has been 1,645 at a cost of $1,444. 

No new books have been added to the high school libraries, 
except to replace those lost and paid for. The Board of Estimates 
refused to allow an appropriation asked for this purpose. The 
grammar school lists were completely revised before the summer 
vacation and upwards of 800 books were withdrawn as too much 
worn to be fit for further use. These were replaced by new 
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books and at the same time a suitable and sufficient supply 
was bought to extend their use to the third grade, which had 
never before been so favored. This puts books into the hands of 
the younger pupils, numerically a large class. This matter of 
miscellaneous reading, fostered by the Library in the public 
schools of the city, is more and more attracting the interested 
attention of the teachers. The details of the work in the branches 
and the schools will be found in Appendix B. 


Children’s Department. 


The following items are taken from the report of Miss Mary 
Conover, superintendent of the children’s department: The shelv- 
ing in the room has been extended to cover all the available wall 
space. The window gardens planned and donated by Miss Ferry 
(now Mrs, Coonley) have been maintained by her throughout 
the year. Fresh blooming plants, ferns and ivies have been pro- 
vided in their season and thus the room has been made bright 
and attractive. These bits of nature in our dingy room tell their 
own story and bring from all the children benedictions upon the 
gentle-hearted giver. Picture bulletins have been continued 
throughout the year, celebrating a]l the holidays. Special bulle- 
tins were prepared on the occasion of the bicentennial celebration 
of the founding of the city on the 24th of July; also at the close 
of the Pan-American exposition, showing the character of the 
buildings and the scope of the exhibits. This bulletin board 
was adorned by many souvenirs lent by assistants in other de- 
partments of the library. We have received from Mr. Marshall 
Gardner four mounted photographs—two views of Mackinaw 
harbor, the old block-house in the fort and moonlight view of 
Mackinac strait. These were the work of the donor and show 
remarkable artistic taste and skill in the manipulation of the 
camera.. 

A card catalogue case has been provided for the room and the 
books in the department have been catalogued. The young 
people are learning to make intelligent use of this catalogue. 
Miss Geer, my assistant, has completed a comprehensive 
list of stories in the department with a historical setting 
or purpose bearing on different periods of American history, from 
Columbus to the present time. She is now at work on a card 
index to recitations. 
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We have been troubled very little with disorderly conduct of 
children in the room or corridors. We continue to lose books 
from time to time, despite the utmost vigilance. At present the 
recovery of two books, which were stolen by a boy nine years of 
age and sold to an Italian fruit vender, is in the hands of the 
police. We have an understanding with Sergeant Breault, truant 
officer, that the children’s room shall not become a shelter for 
truants from school. 

The falling off of our circulation is a matter of concern, but 
the most searching examination fails to reveal a blameworthy 
cause. The opening of branch libraries and the open fiction 
shelves in the main library may have something to do with it. 
Many who used to come to the children’s department to select 
books for family reading because they were privileged to go to 
the shelves to choose, now go to the new section in the main 
library to seek what they want. 


Catalogues. 


The annual bulletin of new books was issued, as usual, early 
in the year. To facilitate the work.of the study clubs, several of 
which were giving special attention to Holland and Belgium, a 
reading list on those countries was issued early in the fall. This 
comprised about 30 pages of titles of books and was printed in 
folder form, same length and half the width of our regular cata- 
logue. It was distributed gratuitiously and appeared to be highly 
appreciated. We know from the demand for it that it was ex- 
tensively used. Many expressions of thanks have come to us 
for thus making conveniently available the resources of the library 
upon the topic to which so many persons were contemporaneously 
giving attention. 

The following facts are gathered from the report of Miss Sarah 
A. Cochrane, chief of the cataloguing department: Beside the 
regular duty of cataloguing new books, some necessary work is 
being diligently prosecuted, such as copying and revising our 
cataloguer’s record of class and book numbers, the preparation of 
the bulletin, the expansion and improvement of several of the 
important classes in the card catalogue, with countless changes 
and corrections here and there, as found necessary. Such work, 
although it cannot be shown in statistical form, nor, perhaps, can 
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it be appreciated when merely mentioned, requires much time, 
care and intelligence, and is very important in facilitating the 
future work of the department and in bettering its service to the 
public. 

The experiment with printed cards from the Library of Con- 
gress was begun late in the year. As this work has been only 
lately undertaken by the Library of Congress and may be pre- 
sumed to be not yet fairly organized, it is not possible now to say 
of how much practical value it will prove to be. Thus far 
scarcely 10 per cent of the required cards are received on our 
duplicate book orders sent on to Washington. We are in receipt 
of many books for which no cards are even promised, except by 
renewal of order and a delay of from eight to sixteen weeks. 
This condition is not, of course, consistent with our intention to 
keep the card catalogue up to date. Cards for most of our new 
books must, therefore, be written, as formerly. We have the ex- 
pectation that eventually a very large proportion of the desired 
cards will be promptly supplied and the work of our cataloguing 
department thereby reduced. The cards thus supplied are in 
themselves highly satisfactory. Being printed, they are easily 
read and furnish much fuller information than it is possible to 
incorporate in a typewritten entry: Since they are prepared by 
experts we have full confidence in their correctness and so waste 
no time in their verification. 


Medical Department, 


Considerable attention has been given to the medical depart- 
ment. The matter of the very limited use of the books by the 
medical profession of the city was brought to their attention 
through the medical societies. ‘An energetic committee was ap- 
pointed, which investigated the subject, and upon their recom- 
mendation the Commission - appropriated $500 to buy recent 
books, and $75 to be expended in periodical subscriptions. 
Through the active efforts of this committee some forty-five of 
the leading physicians of the city were induced to pledge them- 
selves to subscribe for one each of the best class of medical peri- 
odicals, not already on the library subscription list. These 
periodicals were to be for the first use of the doctor subscribing 
and after three months were to be collected by the Library and 
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placed on file on its shelves. A case to hold 120 periodicals was 
constructed across the room in such manner as to shut in the 
medical department completely and at the same time afford to 
those who use the department free and convenient access to all 
the unbound periodicals, as well as the medical books of refer- 
ence. 

All the books in the medical department were re-classified and 
re-arranged.to meet the wishes of the committee, who claimed 
that they would be thereby much more easily found and conven- 
iently consulted. The card catalogue was also thoroughly over- 
hauled and revised in accordance with the ideas of the committee. 
A telephone was put into the department at the expense of the 
Detroit Medical Society to enable physicians to communicate 
readily with their offices or patrons. Thus it appears that the 
society, its committee and the Library itself have done everything 
which could be thought of or suggested to promote the usefulness 
of the department to the medical profession of the city. 

In view of all these things it is interesting to note that the 
use of the department does not show an increase. The new 
books were bought and the department reorganized at the open- 
ing of the year. The medical books consulted in 1901 amounted 
to 3.75 per cent of the total reference use of books, as against 
3.71 per cent in the previous year. The number of books used 
in IQ0I was actually less than in 1900. The chief value of the 
department still appears to be to the students in the medical col- 
leges. 


The Staff. 


There have been few changes in the staff during the year. 
Two of the older assistants have been granted leave of absence 
on account of ill health. An examination of applicants was held 
in September and the eight who passed at or above the required 
75 per cent were placed on the eligible list. The rules have been 
so amended as to provide for a preliminary examination of ap- 
plicants in September of each year. Though there is no such 
specific provision, it follows that those upon the eligible list who 
have not in the meantime been called must take the examination 
again, in order to retain a place upon the eligible list. The new 
rules also require those coming into the library service to take a 
six months’ course of reading and study in library economy under 


38 LIBRARY COMMISSION REPORT OF IgOI. 


the direction of the librarian. In June of each year there is to be a 
technical examination of candidates upon this course of study. 
Those who fail to pass this examination with a credit of at least 
75 per cent are dropped from the list. Two of the successful can~ 
didates in the last September examination are now pursuing this 
course of study. Those successful in this second examination are, 
by virtue of it, added to the staff, but their future promotion 
depends upon the efficiency and adaptability which they show in 
the work. 
H. M. UTLeEy, 
Librarian. 
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APPENDIX A. 


Book ACCESSIONS, 1901. 


No. volumes in the library Jan. 1, 1901.... 165,794 
NODE. EDY IPULCHASE wie Weick bese ee ees icicle ats 10,904 
IA GIEGL DY F@IELS cae See ONG Ramee eos Moen ret 938 
yada reel M sion aphele hela eat os eee me haat een yi 683 
12,525 
Withdrawn—Worn out .................-. 2,877 
Mcosk aid paid foracs acwack cet 162 
Sold or: exchanged........... 855 j 
we 3,804 
8,631 
Now volumes | Jatt. 1) 10024). cst cicesisiie 174,425 


Net ADDITIONS. 


The following shows the net additions during the year and 
the distribution of the whole number of books: 


Net Additions. Whole Number. 
Centhalsbabrarye os ceiiece creo cee ree 5,306 157,189 
(Branly Nor ciwe 2 cecheve se ot oe si ete 449 1,733 
Branches NO 2ee.,.cece caer cane sees 1,189 2,128 
Branch NOs p3ercc cca «net eset. 707 2,203 
Public school libraries............... 890 II,172 
Way t RUE a reecmee Te Crmoprerite 8,631 174,425 


READERS’ CARDS. 


The following shows the number of readers’ cards issued in 
the years named and the whole number of valid cards now out- 
standing: 


Gards ttssttedy iN oLG07wwvacdtaen towne s = paces eauy sistem ate 6,583 
Garde issued ins 1G0Gsteeshe oon ia a cael le cade 4 cleans 6,052 
@arcdse 1SSled. /Att | LGOG aaa teete wie tenis yard oie es susieern'snctore 5,761 
Gardsmissuieds it 1Q0O reer ca svete onysts vaotaierate. diate ee <i 7,088 
Gandonisstied \ insREQOLs tate tint cratic ors a siete sot ace ai ole 6,857 
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Following shows gross additions of books by classes, 1901: 


Central Branches 

Library. amd Schools. Total. 
Bibliogtaphy, (2c-6 «se strona eent 103 18 121 
IPerigdicals eit cts sasle.cistieis sane role 518 216 734 
PbtlOSOp Hy aerareleicters* sores a iorse tate 82 I 83 
Religion=ten ster ene eerie 204 3 207 
Sociologysmesia: ccs pease ster raeerostare 383 44 427 
IP OLORy Pere eyo are cha «sie hctotorevevefeeataed 41 4 45 
SCIENCE wie sire was an otasalenstateenetes 293 41 334 
Practical s Arts: caneeen soliton ata 714 14 728 
PinesArtsicaosus so ntess cegues easter 210 8 218 
At eLAtlte mts «aise rele ne ae 555 76 631 
TIS EOL Veneto ic oe eben ane ee eee 404 160 564 
SEEAVEL oc ccsaveteiars icc onetvisie eronea ested tate 198 82 280 
IDIOMA PMY etere's sie eaiiensiore cteiletepeusteiveore 411 50 461 
| Dein ares ~ Apr SGereEMe se. an ROSA Ho 3,114 3,302 6,416 
Gera tupecay sen sndsie cha ase hine eee 386 51 437 
ET er Chigeage one orcs. waren ecaouct oem renee 89 
PGLUGH rec eattecivted petane ate en aehe 193 odtehe 193 
WSSmdoctiments=r, cece seer 376 Dereon 376 
Unusedsduplicatesyeia-c. mien earch 181 Ae 181 

8,455 4,070 12,525 

& 


Following is a statement of the number of books in the 


Library in the several classes, with the net additions during the 
year: 


1900. Net Addition. Total, 1901. 


Bibhocraphya. se ewan 2,450 121 2,571 
[Peniodicals =<. . 50: sooweube.ccen 9,972 736 10,708 
PIMOSODY pce stones ear 2,638 79 2,717 
REUBION Se. «0'sy voaes sone cane 8,746 2iI 8,057 
BOUOlOgY ie ead nbck aeteieneees 15,530 426 15,056 
Philology Rates eA vs DneO ee tae L772 47 1,819 
PN ICRES Sirs Shim hliw ne bias maeete 9,099 336 9,435 
PTC UCALGATIS. 20 -ias gece une 10,343 7230 11,066 
NO GATES. aie os ists see eae 4,053 221 5,174 
Dbsteratiires co: czas css uses sce 15,053 691 15,744 
ELISLOLy Ie wii iktas oe be eee 17,120 570 17,690 
BAYOU fa. fomlseleio eas ies aialeice ae 10,266 281 10,547 
Biography Aaa ake 12,552 473 13,025 
BUCO Rr hc cds-ces can ntencse oa 28,808 4,014 32,822 
WS. Documents .5.6. 0.65 oo 8,257 376 8,633 
Unused duplicates........... 8,235 (dec.) 674 7,501 


—_—-—_—. 


165,704 8,631 174,425 
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APPENDIX B. 


THE USE OF THE LIBRARY. 


Home CircuLaTion By Montus, Igot: 


Central Hurlbut School 

Library. Branchi, Branch 2.’ Branch 3. Branch. Library. Total. 
Mai Wary. ler ss 36,959 1,428 1,184 2,136 725 +#«11,66r 54,093 
February .... 30,411 1,321 1,288 1,925 690 9,205 44,840 
March ee 38,326 1,532 1,570 2,392 830 =11,629 50,279 
“PAY Ainl hy see See 32,805 1,304 1,281 2,057 625 9,704 47,950 
Wlayitod «tees 24,625 1,286 1,017 1,892 462 9,266 38,548 
spammert., hee kos 23,018 1,269 838 1,837 427 6,961 34,350 
WNL yg essa 2-5 50) 1,329 714 1,791 330 aa eit 26,723 
August ...... 25,840 1,308 711 1,962 300i i cites 30,271 
September .. 28,713 1,147 554 —-1,936 323. 7,409 40,082 
October ..... 27,587 1,423 785 2,445 420 10,728 43,388 


November.... 35,824 1,790 1,148 2,706 450 10,256 52,264 
December ... 27,490. — 1,779 1,200 2,476 500 9,583. 43,127 


otal jaune 354,247 17,006 12,389 25,645 6,142 96,402 511,921 
Liprary CIRCULATION 
Books. Periodicals. 
Central ibrary, opps oo eee ee 535,980 216, 
Branch oN Gs rim svstwstekece thee 23,124 4,882 
Branch NOs) = tecieer Sb antag ts 45,733 20,0904 
Beenie bio ING. oF care ae Chace seaports 49,550 10,655 
IROL AL wrtave ¢ ons a, Sakouem michel oia'e a agmera. 3 654,203 252,237 
LIBRARY READING. Homes READING. 
Adult. Juvenile. Adult. Juvenile. 
Roy Clopediasi a: «<scs- =e percentage. 5.28 por Pees Nae 
PEPIN O CICANS Hs iete ose oy oleisistatausre: = seen /sioisis = 8.35 2.81 0.65 0.24 
ENN OSOpliva. «cee scenes ane ees 3.12 Rane 1.01 wa 
MVE II SI OL Se ae oe cers een ee Orie ate 4.87 0.07 1.05 0.06 
PSOCIOLO RY te ceiciosieareedle Pore aciarotanets 6.65 0.28 n.42 0.20 
ALLO Saye eins coer dee ioe imieyte oe 4.32 0.03 0.14 ne 
Systane eect rh Orne ee 5.86 0.50 1.22 0.27 
PPACHCAL ALtSemten ciae’si0 are elastase 6.40 0.14 1.70 0.12 
IETIMOAT ES are el alcks, tie cela </cccjeieie torre 8.57 0.29 1.51 0.17 
MBiCETATULe ine ooo elaclets ae cee aa 6.98 0.70 2.64 0.30 
EN Gera ip Gob orm ROS” pot be CaSO aUee ote 1.32 2.64 0.73 
pura Ue lings eticictite ore nico saerale ole 5.84 0.75 1.49 0.27 
EGE ehy wen ase CARtCIeonoS Gon tee 6.12 0.42 1277) 0.22 
DP TCEIOINM Nee foe ot Cretkicte ances tere e kce a 0.93 7.09 58.15 17.42 
MON itil ial a ele erate, ool oir ais ieee ena as 0.57 ee 3.20 ae 
enchant vce ccmadne © lek caeantesrae 0.39 0.40 
POLS Lit ee ate oc eee eyo. aera a ena ates ose O20 1.02 
Other Mangia gvesin an. svtee ave sects 0.28 0.09 
Medicine: is... aasaotsapitens aor B75 4 


| 
; 


e 
8 


ST fallin sore cote Wiest se (a eae als cera ceeee ae 85.60 14.40 20.00 
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ScHOOL CIRCULATION. 


Enroll- Enroll- 
Schools. Circulation. ment. Schools. Circulation. ment. 
PACE ks cta'e baistere cise 420 160 Jacksonumws cece 450 85 
PATIOS asics cin stevesatts 1,950 366 Jefietson: .tinceutes - 2,677 495 
(Bao leyimindecatarees aie 408 70 Johnston -<.2ise,.05 473 45 
Baiist© Wears cietsacus ove 2,942 335 LAmcoln Seether 349 70 
Bellefontaine ..... 2,166 240 Ly StEPwatz ae acne 512 80 
Bellevue .......... IgI 60 McGraw foo. no sct 417 60 
IBGLTY. 2. ch emcee Ac 07s 1,239 315 Nickiinstry .ceestee 555 60 
[BISHOP serie charlotte 2,239 483 Newberry (..20¢-.0 1,211 240 
IBEOWTSON) Geics siete 754 106 Nichols nies 2 steele 153 70 
KGAMIP Atle avouy-Mlere < <te 881 206 Norvell, jc aceneaes 614 480 
Gampbelljccases son 605 187 JohnJO wen, . conte 567 118 
(Gascu ine eee see ar 2,136 626 Palmetoet4). canoe 358 vis 
Ghaney oe. santeu soot: 905 298 Pitcher so suae see 1,122 332 
Glayer .aiwcrean corr 778 130 OMIM gePOe iar et 573 150 
Glinton "ees .a50.0a% 342 60 IP Otter cny a. onterrens 401 40 
Columbian <0 ws => 1,354 226 PFEStO ml wel caceeeae 80 110 
(Eratt tole sais race 406 175 Roberts ic..cene a 2,018 135 
Custer e vccas cee ease 85 ae) ROS@hask cena RAO 1,017 145 
School for the Deaf 23, 5 Russells 7 eee mer 829 120 
Drckinsonens mee 820 125 Scoppstacaiee cone 916 230 
Duffield ..... tate ete acd 525 Tappanless access Od 428 
Eastabrook .2..... 2,600 205) adkdldenixs senreiocie ie 1,259 444 
IBVerettgetie cemiciccns 1,459 250 Trowbridg@etn-ete 1,392 2090 
air banilcsir.ce tise se 885 250 Ungraded. 72 20 
arrand) wees eases: 762 285 Wan ke anny tent 1,506 250 
Di Pee ee eee 1,798 185 Washington Nor . 1,724 360 
vel eens eis sete 2,073 355 Wiebster: section 2,047 554 
Bitmaneciensens te. 535 45 Wilkins etscaaee: 418 RS 
eramichim e...crelsals s+ I,050 355 Wall tari Gantt cep Lesh 250 
Se sEateialle Oe pote 748 TI5 
ATEOCW Dict st). s 1,452 335 O7,7a2 Teas 
Houghton) s...4-/4 734 235 Central High <. v2.11 ee 
Hubbard ......... 355 85 Western High ... 5,192 524 
Mirevitlo nists eee 1,087 308 Eastern High .... 3,263 320 


pOtalern can maeeee 97,308 16,118 
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APPENDIX C. 


Liprary STAFF, 


PEIDUALTAT eet RAL A src Mae ms VD AS ATS ore rae Henry. M. UTLEY 
PinSueNSSIStahe ei DLariailery. ve ceciees ticiaccon soe hee ice Lucren B. GILMorE 
MECONCeA SSIStant tin prarian ve iswecese so ceo ae SaraHw A, CocHRANE 
Pande VSsistant: Mabrarialic..co1scs.....j0rc ocsencichsionteonate grethacies HeELen: C, Bates 
Librarian, Branch 1 ...... Bl arave. lt Ace en ee Re ae Mary MytLer 
Eibrarian, Branch 2 ......° ate ee as ee eee TR eto Roy Patren 
et onanict ee Tani ce Qo ees) Meas rs oe RRs OA Se tas Bessic B. Brow. 
Assistant, Branch 3, ...:..0 raisiskasnsusrahsiepansy arvana ets sien eet ..Emin ADIX 
ihibrarian’ s= Secretary wees sores crass oe Looe Pare ee ee GERTRUDE LEE 
Books Committee's: Secretary: es. Nuc ayoc bis soe eee se sels oot HELEN C. BATES 
Superintendent, Catalogue Department ............ SarAH A. COCHRANE 


Assistants, Catalogue Department: 
Marie GANLEY, AGNES WaLLs, Gracie B. Krum, Isa L. Partcu. 


Superintendent, Reference Department ................... Lizzize Hurst 
Assistants, Reference Department. .LoursA CoNover, RosaLtre Mumrorp. - 
Superintendent Circulating Department ............ Heren T. KELtry 
Deputy Superintendent, Circulating Department .-...... ANITELA B. Poray 


Assistants, Circulating Department: 
Saraw E, Dott, Lottre BorEHNLEIN, Maset J. Ramsay, Atice H. 
WricHT, Susie Epwarps, FANNIE Curtiss, HELEN M. Warp, 
KaTHERINE G, Linc, Zarpa M. ApAms, ELIZABETH NELSON, GRACE 
Parker, ETHEL S. Murray, MarcareT MyLer, JOSEPHINE 


O’ FLYNN. 
Superimtendentsof Branciltes i220 wow sess oc eew ess tees JESSIE C. CHASE 
Superintendent, Children’s Department ................++ Mary COoNovER 
pxssistantss Gaildren:s 1 epactimentts scree acec)-sanusye ereientioiriogetrelewe vi Inrz. A. GEER 
Superintendent, Periodical Department ............ ALBERT S. WINKLER 
Atesistanten beriodicals Department. we vane secpsisia/saeere ee BELLE M. CHAFFEE 
PAisent= On Jeayeo or; 0. o1s0 aoe ssee 2 Mary E. Lapue, Besste MANCHESTER 


Temporary Assistants and Substitutes: 
Ruopa iP.. FARQUHARSON, CARRIE C. STERLING. 

Messengers and Pages: 
Cass CHASE, ALFRED Cousino, CHas, D. CAMERON, CHARLES Tor- 
REY, Harry McIntyre, Harry Wepser, ARTHUR PEARSALL, REX 
LEE. 


44 LIBRARY COMMISSION REPORT OF 1901. 


APPENDIX D. 


Following is a statement of gifts to the Library showing the 
uames and donors and the number of bound volumes and pamph- 
lets given by each: 


Vols. Pamph. 
Aix-la-Chapelle, France, Bath, Director of.......... ras I 
Wiger® Gens RigAy,  Dettottec. wtsies occa cent as eek aRee eat 
Amberg, Dretmil, (DStroit i o:tes.s ee Pere ee eee ae 8 
American Congregational Association ..............- e 2 
American Dermatological Association ......... pages I ne 
American Electrician Company, N. Y.........:..20005 ae I 
American Pree, [rade Lbeagues.c..snssicise coe cen és I 
American trish) Historical pSOCiety cece s celeste I oe 
American Laryngological ASeGeistion <iMee eee Fi ae 
American Printing House for Blind, Louisville...... te 2 


American Swedenborgian Ptg. & Publishing Society... 4 
Amiraux, Frank, Paterson, N. J 


fava ls “6,74 Feele pa gaa kesile ee iayede fe aves a I 
‘Anderson,- Dr. Ws SasDetroituie.a. «cetuenientesseeeres ee 2 
Arbitration Conference, Lake Mohonk .............. a u 
Archer UORUpyasmansasuGity, uMLO.c cere cemelteeta memes I B 
Argentine Republic. arsine sc cicones oi « eeciecie werner oe I ae 
ATonstammOTreN..b;, Detroiter cence be bes ceneennee I 7 
Balchwm.. Wee Ehiladelpliaessre eres Ie ease araie wysieicr tate I ee 
Becelaete:¢ Drei Vie etroiisncaee osaciee ee ee ae 533 
Beers Wm; New. Orleans. .i..6 den. sonadinece ene ee ue 2 
Bemis HW. i Clevelandasa% ck tals coe @peen se ncwen ote I 
Biddle hirseAc b Detroituccn ate ectee ie aeeioe 9 43 
BluemAnchor“SocietyaeN. “Yack cust oe aoe ee eee ae I 
Bonnin gD revCarlDetroite.t eas vio eee enn ee 20 
BoothmGeotgerGseDetroitsceices ccs eee ee eee I 
Bostonasboardeor Elealth, =: ane cee eee cee 2 he 
iBaston .BOoksGom paniyy . ince erect ite eee ee ety 4 
Boston Record Commission ............. Bante ath seater I Bre 
Bawen,etterbert,, Detroitem soc cos eee eee eee 122 3 
Brambhall/aby J..< Chicago. sacs st onset eens I : 
preisacher wb rom Wetroites c.canmion se cae eee 250 
British Pharmaceutical Association, London......... 4 a: 
broomuelds james, b>, (Detroit onan ene eee I - 
BTOWI EM rs ltances  Dorincian sacred rie hee eee 355 163 
Drown, eeanebarkinan ys BOSstOnus cece eeae cee ee I 5 
Browne. pb. London enone on pete ae nee i ‘ 
Brymner WO sOttawawec cl .ck ec een eee I oe 
Buffalo Charity Organization; Societyicue nn ee ae T 
Bunker Hill Monument Association................. I 7 
Burs, DreCeBe Blink. doctor cntcoecitme ke ate hear I ae 
Burton G M.,. WS tnOItiec.. citi are mac uaeree etre ener eee I oft 
Cahn Wampbolds& Cos 1Chica gO-nhneae yee eee I a 
GaltiorniasiaboreBureatins acne eee I 
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Vols 
Cambridge, Mage compe «oo... cca Woe advce die og0 I 
Campbell, Dr. Don Me CtrOltuee cee aaiaslees eae . 
Canada, Department of ANSTICUIEITO hese shoe rtns ine I 
Canada, Geologicals Survey.cs. cases cea nua enna Re I 
Canada, RGVale SOCIEl ym Olea ts sia seme Oe ek. I 
Carnegie kristitiitess Pittsbtirg nncc oun soe, I 
Carrictee Tee Ace [ae 1D) etrolttccukicn ae aim oe cee eee 
Carstens, Dray "IEE ree Redding mops er 
Cassier Magazine GO OUPIN SRY cnc Me weovata aac ohee eae I 
Catholic Free Publishing Society for the Blind, N. Y. 3 
Chicago Civil Service Commission ................. I 
Chicago, Commission of Public Works............ 2 
ShicarOe MulicipalsLibratyeree cee ae acne ee 
ClockuCy Ce Pa News VOrkescs. cores ite cheer I 
Cohen eDraS. Sse niladelphiagca..caer ese areee ae 
Colburnse Mary S: Detroit iwiecce ones ee occ tees I 
Ronnecticut: Boardvotstlealthommecais release eee I 
Connecticut) Wabor- Buréattes succes. csc usec caninn con Te 
Connor: Drs Ese Detroit ..csmiencs we sceie oe eens meas SF 
Goofs Waltere Hise DGLCOi tend cr: air n mca e er ae 47 
Coubertin, Baron Pierre den Paris: cieck.s.<temoctnes cee I 
Grispine Ehonias Detroit cceaccitoce cc ues eee re I 
Curtis, F. C., Al ibany SAO Or OD oe Hes ccs 13 
Deering Harvesters Con. CHicag Ove cree cote erensaetans I 
Detroit Association of Charities............ Basanti Si 
Detrousboardsorst GucatlOn ence <0 sor atone aa cee 2 
Metroity City) Cler lene. sa cerstemecict-altieis:a tit etietars stem uaye euehete I 
Detroit Chamber of Commerce. See ae: at ee as 
Detroit Commission of Parks and Boulevards...... I 
etroits Council of i tades s-ant- te tersatiowtenaunce tees 
Detroit, Recorders—GOurt, \. cc eas ov cle eo press nonce ais 
Douglas Dry Charles, Detroites.c-m.- secede ease 
Dutheld, Dro George, -DEtroltie. 60. succinic wes aeieie esr ay 
Eby, John EV DCT Oltee corata ner sain tore sles ratboeielets I 
Evening News Association,» DetrOite.: wees ae rsa SU 
iiGiaig. LOL MS IDISER re Ac Cononobacstcds cneuse cedeur: ar 
Field’ Columbian Mtseumen Chicagon.ncmancse cece I 
Friends’ Peace Association, Philadelphia ........... a 
Friends’ Yearly Meeting, Philadelphia ete. bucresan em comenters 
Mronczak oDr ett thal Oa sicmsieereceremi decree. 
Frothingham, DE Gi ESS Detroit te accientrcnetie dees 
Mob) Vie (Ere AO neh fen Go oboaredaue ce doco uduor canons 
Gillman, Dr. R. Wren DetrOltiae oe ransisnenies nie steve sredaa 
Goux, Dr. Louis, Weta oye ee eee te 
Grand Lodge of Towa, Ay Fee 6c. Ace Mite ss Be ee iC 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, Board of Education........ os 
Great Britains Patent Office, <0)... cee.- see ey cis ele =i 4 
Green, James, Worcester ........002scccceneseeee tes a 
Green, SoA ee BOSTON cre cisiere tie oevelereietatsastelaue Sasc-ialere 8 
Green, S. S., Worcester ........s.sceeeecseececeeres Ee 
Hamilton, Mrs. I. Se ee LeCttimiSelitis ca wie wayscetine ets of atere 2 
Harriston, Ontario, Tribune Printing House......... I 
Hart, Jerome AC, Gary: Wraticldean: Joh. hatte ots 0's « I 
Hartz, Dt fewkl ee CtPOlte yan “arte eR Ee ROO IIe aa 


1S) 
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Vols. 
Heath & Company, D. C., New York.........-+---+- I 
Hickey, Dr. P. M., Detroit. ...........+-2 eee eeeeeees ae 
Hitchcock, Dr. C. W., Detroit............---.:+0+05- 36 
Huff, R. D., Detroit ........00. 2 ec cee ete cece ceees ae 
Illinois Labor Bureau .......... eee cece eee cee e eens I 
Illinois State Penitentiary ..........2-.-seeseeeeeee I 
Indian Rights Association, Philadelphia............- age 
Indiana State Medical Society..........-.2-+s+-eeee: I 
International Committee, Y. M. C. A., New York..... 
Towa Geological Survey .........c. cece eee eee e eee 1 
Towa State Normal School. ............0..ceeceeceees fe 
January, William L., Detroit.......-........--.00+- i! 
Jennings, Dr. C. G., Detroit .........20e ses cseeeeeee 5: 
Johnson, C, W., Minneapolis. ...............-++-+ 00 I 
Judson, Dr. A. B., New York: 0:6... .c0tee cess scene ok 
Kansas Academy of Science .........-s0s+2-se2e0e: I 
Kansas Board of Agriculturessive occ otc iie os aires I 
Keep, Miss Helen, Detroit ............2--.+-eee-eeee- 
Kendrick, Mrs. George N., Philadelphia.............. 
Kentucky Institute for the Blind, Louisville ....... 
King, Hioratio C., New York......... .+---s- esse eee 
L-GiVOln Bp Oh Ja ida ee eo cmnen Lenin mnpemucG ois EGU eo ace “ 
Larrabee, William, Clermont, Iowa ...............-- I 
featers Solon eCleveland™ cesaoc esa coa ace oe otter tear I 
Leipsiger, Henry M., New York................-+---; Ae 
ILCs, (Og laey, ONE Meili Aphereino Oop uonooe banions oe ii 
Neonard srs Csr. Detroit ta. - nn tee meeiass rae 4 
Livingstone, William, Detroit ...... PEPE ain ric Ae 2 
Longyear, Dr. H. W., Detroit..... SF ad Gaara 14 
NicGraw, Drie As; Detroit agi iso Seid siddemeees oF, 
MacMillan, (Dr -James) A.” Detroit (iceseene ee ue 
McMillan Honk, James: i aco cose ites oo teers cere I 
Mack, Edwin F., Chicago ....... Gad otis einen eee 4: 
Maine aborn Bureau ss. csds ta ase~ cee e oarn es ces aes I 
Mann Dr hiauWeDetrOitnd J.ce ccc meremisterte merits 7 
Massachusetts Boardsor Charities 4.4. acqaem eens I 
MVWassachusetts: Board -of* Health ¥.2.0 esenscee serie ee ee I 
Massachusetts, Commonwealth of ......... i ona sc I 
Massachusetts Weabor Biren ..0..cem ter selene: 2 
Mayor lak. Bb. Cambridge: nglard sco -.sreeeae eke 
Medical Counsellor Pub. Club, Detroit ............... 
Wetcalfgr. SVN a Detroit Vins LS Se ie in are =e 
Michigan Bankers’ Association, Detroit .............. I 
Michipan board soln Charities... aan ae cee aout: I 
Michigan Department of Public Instruction ........ I 
Milwaukee City Service Commission ................ 
Minneapolis, Park) Board ~...2..2esannee: Janeen a 
Winnesota: Geological -Survey- .2..0.0csens se eee eee I 
Montana. Bureau of Acricultire 4.2.4 0n0n eee I 
Moon RobertsG. be hiladelphiaw. 4.42 seen eee te e 
Mulheron. Dr Eluch. Detroit sce ee eee eee 
National se ducationall-Acsociation seeders a 
Nebraskasdabor Burean a7 .0 a6 Jas eho sae eee I 


Her Hw: 


= 
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Vols. Pamph 
New Compa Lise tesn Le hilacdel pliiawkia.ntatcemekn cc Rae wy I 
New Hampshire Historical Society ................00% os I 
New Jersey Geological Survey... ..........ccesccececs I Tt 
New Jersey State Home for Girls -...............000. aie I 
Ne weelerseva: Stateme tiSOiiecttsmacsaice aioe cre eee I 
New York City Department of Education .......... I os 
ING we Orlkem Mariners yctesicccteu coc whctan idles ew See Pe x 
Wew oy otic. Historicalls Association. cc. on s'-m ane atone I 
INeWa VOr ke |tventlonASylirn tic cchic nice Serene chan eee ae I 
News ork Labpot. bureatinnics:, aotecun cnn one ee 4 2 
New York Metropolitan Museum of Art ............. ss I 
INewse Yorkenetorms Clips sicasiekuiosnn une eR if 
ENOD CeCe tl Ni DS me Atlanta corctact hid miceeece mio ie a I 
Ogilvie! Publishing= Company, Ni Y..ccn~ cose ciel I 
OHIO abo te LILA eer. eckstccateloevror ere, ric ae terre eee I a8 
OUNeUaeDesmionds Boston cjecisicres och ialeiecoeehenteret eo ee I 
Otological Congress, International, London .......... I 
Parkers: Ore Re Detr Olt eatontaeeis isin cieicecneien anes se 16 
Pennsylyania PrisonsSociety.. cine cy aloes cients eie elas it 1 
Philadelphia. College- of Physicians «ade...o6t1 060% 3 I 
Providence Record Commissioners .............002000- I ae 
Randolplie Gots INew oVOrkios. i cnetevisjenololarren re ciwertc Bd rs 
Ravotue Mes, Chica govern eeietiseiscs aalveatiene com cee e I 2. 
Rhode aslands Board, ot Elealthieet~ can a0... telnet I 
Rachardsom= OTs SF pe EbLOIt mrecsvcusn~hiumtisten hitter I 2 
insppey. Reve ge Neste Pleasants... 4..25 seen eer ade me I 
Gb bits; Lr) Be Wi.) LERROIE, ivi mye ne serovoiereactte See ae a 12 
RROSENDEF Eloi Jy DEtFOIt Re nin nettnctere waa ls onal Rr 3 
Sattord) Die He -E,...-Déenmaditmeners.. Wea een ane 2 
Saginaw Are .Cliub ice cin. ote cke clans debslerelAtela rs eerie oeiciers ae 6 
Sattler. eh etl atlel pila» <osponesponcncis ecrelntcrerstortet tie oeteeeioke I x 
Sart well eG. iB Detr oft: iissints costello ete ve «oie 31 : 
Schmid, John A.,. City-Clerk, Detroit.« 0.0.60 .. <deah oe I 
See, James) W-, Hamilton, Ont...) itee sete satel. feta I 
Shakespeare Society of Philadelphia.................. Ai I 
Sherrill Dis Et Sp DSerarity-<eraterctntie ter diac teat nla) Store arte 3 299 
Sharley, Dr.- Bo Ry Detroit. ... cin sics onsen eed ens ae 8 
Shurleybr., Hes Detroite. oo ckni ene sel choco a 34 
Silk Association of America, New York.............. I I 
Site re yosepime Metros ns tase ccieescc- ener ei 9 
Skinners Mirsie tan Wiss DELDOIt. woes eee es sae afore a 1 
Smith Gens We Ey, cehileadel phiasz:. 1) cemssemcan- nner I vlna: 
Stephenson. VWer bail... DilttalOss sce aati nee eran is errs oy a I 
Swann Gharlese Eb s)r. “New ey Otle nets seme steele I a 
Rappeysy rere ten DCEOlt ree sere reens © er eral are A 12 
Thompson, William+B., Detroit. -...... 425 10222. 2%’ amr a I 
Tibbals, Dr, F.. B.,Detrottss:. 62002. sscc2s esesseas. se. ah 5I 
ioledomirarke sb Oanrtdn. 5 sence mace © sored a hemaee Sac aidvere a. I 
United States Government : 
Board of (Geographic Names.........6 ssseeseeeeeees I 
Bureau of American Republics. .:..........-ceeesceees I 
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Report of the President 


To the Board of Education of the City of Detroit: 


GENTLEMEN—TI hope to be excused for assigning to the 
librarian the financial and statistical condition of this commis- 
sion for the year 1903 and shall confine myself briefly to a 
discussion of, and a few suggestions touching, matters of 
interest connected with the labors of the commission. 

A matter of supreme inerest to all lovers of literature and 
its dissemination, is the future enlargement of our buildings 
and the development of a public demand for their use. The 
success of any library, be it circulating or reference, must be 
measured by the extent of its use, and this should be limited 
only by the demand for books, care being taken to have. 
the supply always in excess. The endeavor of the com- 
mission is and has been to develop the library system, and the 
enthusiasm of its promoters is only curtailed by limitations 
over which they have no control. 

At the present time we are probably at the most crucial 
point in our existence. The possibilities of a magnificent 
future are apparently within our grasp, but Tantalus-like they 
have so far eluded the most persevering and intelligent efforts 
to secure. 

The laws of the State of Michigan, from the standpoint 
of the librarian, cannot be said to be liberal but at the same 
time the recognition is by no means niggardly, as the develop- 
ment to our present condition has been strictly within the lim- 
its of the constitution; the financial considerations we have 
enjoyed in no instance exceeding that therein provided. To 
this recognition by the pioneers of Michigan we owe the pres- 
ent standing of our Public Library, or it may even antedate 
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this, for the Indians, the Ottawa, Chippewa, and Pottawatamie 
tribes in 1817 made a grant of six sections of land in equal 
shares to the Church of St. Anne and the College of Detroit, 
because of “Believing they may wish some of their children 
hereafter educated.” This gift Judge Cooley says was fully 
equal in positive value and prospectively superior to the gifts 
for like purposes which made John Harvard and Elihu Yale 
immortal. The same trend of thought actuated General Cass, 
who in his message of May, 1829, says, ““No wiser or juster 
tax can be levied than one devoted to the education of the 
public; political institutions whose foundations rest upon pub- 
lic opinion can never be secure unless the people are educated. 
Public opinion to be safe must be enlightened.” To our 
public schools only is the public library secondary as a 
factor in the dissemination of useful knowledge. Does 
it not seem in these later days we are recreant to the trust 
committed to us if we permit sentiment or sophistry to prevent 
the fuller development and expansion of our library system? 
The opportunity is given by thesmagnificent offer of Mr. Car- 
negie. Is it conceivable that with our history and our record 
as citizens of the commonwealth of Michigan, we will refuse 
to take advantage of this grandest possibility for future devel- 
opment. Dr. W. T. Harris well says the schools give the 
preliminary preparation for education and the library gives the 
means by which the individual completes and accomplishes it. 

A subject to which I have given considerable thought and 
which I hope will be apropos at present is the matter of devot- 
ing the library exclusively to literature, or shall we increase 
its facilities by the addition of art gallery, museum, etc. I 
believe should our hopes for enlargement succeed we cannot 
do better than to follow the example set by the Buffalo Library, 
which has arranged its beautiful building so as to lodge the 
natural history museum, the art gallery and the historical soci- 
ety museum under the same roof. The Province of Ontario 


and State of New York provide by special act for the com- 
bination of these three, and according to James Bain we are 
drifting in the direction of combined libraries, museums, and 
art galleries and the combination is gradually approving itself 
for its educational and refining influences. It is inevitable that 
before long, either by gift or by taxation, a library building 
worthy of this city will be erected; with this end in view our 
aim should be not to develop the specialized museum or expen- 
sive art gallery but quietly work them up as necessary parts of 
the library. 

From the avidity with which the reading public have 
availed themselves of the freedom of shelves given them by the 
opening of the various alcoves on the ground floor of the 
library, it is evident we have made no mistake. I would 
respectfully suggest that this method of serving the public 
be extended and that it no longer be confined to fiction alone. 
Another suggestion is that greater freedom of the shelves be 
extended to the public and that under proper surveilance stu- — 
dents, the press, the pulpit, the professions, and those properly 
vouched for by their instructors be permitted to roam at will 
through the book shelves. I believe thoroughly in the state- 
ment that “a familiarity with the titles and appearance of the 
books is of value,’ and is “frequently the germ of the bookish- 
ness characteristic of literary workers.” 

There is no question but that the lately inaugurated system 
of branch libraries is meeting a most energetic and popular 
demand. The success which has attended the introduction of 
them into different parts of the city (excepting possibly that 
at the Central High School) was immediate, and encourages 
the belief that still further extension is advisable. A matter 
of congratulation is that so large a portion of the books with- 
drawn from these branches are of the more solid character, 
the percentage of fiction being very much less than that from 
the Central Library. Our experience with these branch libra- 


ries in the less pretentious parts of the city shows conclusively 
that the readers of fiction and sensationalism come greatly 
from the leisure class. In other words, fiction and others of 
its class are consumed in inverse proportion to the amount of 
daily employment. For this reason principally, I would urge, 
while our resources are limited, the opening of branches in 
locations occupied by actual workers. 

Since the inception of the public library it has apparently 
been the policy of the Board, with but one or two excep- 
tions, to confine their expenditures to the one-fifth of a 
mill tax mandatory by the State law. To me it is very ques- 
tionable whether this is commendable on the part of the com- 
mission, especially at the present time when the establishing 
of the various branches entails a large increase in maintenance 
expense. The expenditure for books is ridiculously small for 
a city the size of Detroit, the most rigid economy as practised 
by the commission in all its details, only permitting an amount 
less than $10,000 per annum for what at first thought would 
be the primary object of the library’s existence. I believe the 
taxpayers are heartily in accord with the commission and will 
endorse a most liberal estimate. We should in my opinion 
expend at least twice as much annually for the purchase 
of books and enlarge until the Detroit Library occupies a posi- 
tion worthy the culture and intelligence of its citizens. 

It is gratifying to be able to speak of the efficient service 
rendered this commission by the library staff. I feel satisfied 
that the intelligent and hearty cooperation of the librarian and 
his assistants have had all to do with the exceedingly satis- 
factory results during the past year. The different depart- 
ments have been a unit working for the best interests of the 
whole library. A generous and laudable rivalry has existed 
between the various branch library officials which has served 
to bring them up to a high state of efficiency. 
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In conclusion, I desire to express to your honorable com- 
mission my sincere thanks for the courtesy received at your 


hands as well as for the devotion to duty shown by every 
attache of the commission. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
Joun E. Crark, President. 


Detroit, January 2, 1904. 
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Report of the Librarian 


To the Detroit Library Commission: 


The legislature of 1903 amended the law governing the 
library commission in such way as to retain all the library 
moneys in the city treasury and to send the library accounts 
through the usual channels of ordinary city business. All 
bills are required to be made out upon prescribed forms in 
duplicate; they must be in the fullest detail and sworn to 
before a notary public, who must, in every case, add the date 
of expiration of his commission.: When bills have been 
approved by the library commission they are certified to the 
city controller, who, if he approves, sends them to the com- 
mon council, by which they are referred to the committee on 
claims and accounts. When this committee reports them out 
they are usually passed by the common council and are then 
held for one week pending approval by the mayor or a motion 
to reconsider on the part of any alderman. 

The bills must run the gauntlet of the executive officer of 
the library, a committee of the commission and the commis- 
sion itself, the city controller, the committee on claims and 
accounts of the common council, the council itself and finally 
the mayor. Any bill which can stand all this inspection must 
certainly be bona fide and on good paper. 

A serious objection to this legislation lies in the fact that 
the library is now deprived of the interest on its daily balances 
which it formerly received to the extent of several hundred 
dollars a year. Under the new system the original bills are no 
longer in the files in the office of the library, and one who 
wishes to inspect them must visit the city hall. Though the 
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library is a loser under this scheme, it is difficult to see a corre- 
sponding advantage in any quarter. Details of the finances 
of the library will be found in Appendix A. 


Growth of the Library 


In the matter of book purchases a very conservative course 
was pursued throughout the year. The whole number of 
books ‘added was 9,409, while the number withdrawn as worn 
out, etc., was 2,700, leaving the net increase of the library 
6,709. Of the whole number of books added, 8,293 were 
bought, of which 2,031 were bought to replace those worn out. 
Of the volumes bought 5,890 went into the central library 
and 2,403 into the branches and school traveling libraries. 
The net gain in the number of volumes in the central library 
was 4,916 ; the increase in the several branches was as follows: 
Branch 1, 602; Branch 2, 751; Branch 3, 644; while the sup- 
ply for the schools was decreased by 204, not so many having 
been bought as were worn out or lost. 

One consideration which has an important bearing on the 
purchase of books is the increased cost of all new books, 
resulting from the organization of publishers and booksellers. 
The combination appears to have been successful in its advance 
of prices. Our new books are costing about 20 per cent. more 
than formerly. When the combination was formed the pub- 
lishers quelled the apprehensions of library purchasing com- 
mittees with the statement that although prices thereafter 
were to be net the selling price would be reduced, so that the 
cost to libraries would remain practically the same or at most 
not more than 8 per cent. increase. This idea proved to be a 
delusion. The old selling price has been in almost all cases 
maintained, or cut down by only an insignificant amount, 
and the discount to libraries is greatly reduced, with the result, 
as above stated, of an increase in cost of about 20 per cent. 
With the purchasing power of our funds reduced to so great 


I4 LIBRARY COMMISSION REPORT OF 1903. 


an extent the problem of keeping up the supply of new books 
becomes a very serious one to the taxpayers. 

The subject has been under consideration by the national 
association of Librarians, and committees of that body have 
made strenuous efforts to get a better discount for libraries, 
but with very dim prospects of success. The combination 
appears to be copper bound and double rivetted and not sus- 
ceptible to any appeals of sentiment or pro bono publico. ~It 
seems to be out for profits, and the buyers of books must take 
the consequences. 


Statistics of accessions in Appendix B. 


Use of the Library 


The statistics of the use of the library, which will be found 
in Appendix C, show a small decrease in the home circulation 
as compared with the previous year. This decrease was wholly 
in the circulation of books through the public schools, and was 
in all probability due to the smallpox epidemic which pre- 
vailed in the winter of 1902-3.» The circulation from the main 
library and branches increased somewhat, though not enough 
to make up entirely the falling off in the schools. 

We are beginning to see the effect of the establishment of 
branches upon the circulation of the main library. It seems 
certain that the people who patronize the branches are not 
wholly new patrons—although a very large proportion of them 
undoubtedly are—but that many who have previously drawn 
books from the main library are now going to the branches. 
This is indicated by the decrease of the home circulation from 
the main library. This decrease is the most marked in the 
children’s department, where the circulation has run down from 
84,633 in 1900 to 66,584 in 1903. The fact appears to be that 
the children who live remote from the main library have trans- 
ferred their patronage to the branches’nearer their homes. 
It is a matter for congratulation, and not regret, that this is so. 
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Certainly it is well that children should be able to get books 
near their homes, instead of going for them long distances to 
the center of the city. 

The number of library card holders increased 1,185 during 
the past year, which was a most notable increase, due largely 
to the activity of the branches. The whole number of out- 
standing valid cards at the close of the year was 33,758. 


All cards are issued at the central library. Applications are 
taken at the branches and sent in to the card registry office, 
where, if the application is approved, a card is issued to be 
sent to the proper branch to be called for. The branches have 
established the practice of keeping a register of their several 
card users for convenience in sending notices when advisable. 
This is found to be worth doing. 


Reference Department 


The reference department has maintained its efficiency and 
popularity throughout the year. The use of this room is 
wholly for serious and studious purposes, a use which the 
officials of the library wish to encourage in all possible ways. 
Reading for recreation serves a wholesome end, but investi- 
gation and study of questions of moment are certainly much 
more important. It is this latter use of books which most com- 
pletely justifies the expenditure of public funds. It is here 
that the public library is filling its educational mission. 

The reference room is mainly used by the normal training 
school teachers and pupils, students of the Detroit and medical 
colleges and the several high schools and the members of the 
numerous study clubs of Detroit and surrounding towns. It 
is by no means a rare thing to see visitors from Mt. Clemens, 
_ Flint, Pontiac, Port Huron, Plymouth, Wyandotte and other 
near-by places, who have come to the city wholly or mainly 
to consult our books. The room is free to all visitors and no 
formalities attend the reference use of the contents of the 
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library. This department also answers many questions sent 
in by mail, all of which demand intelligent industry on the 
part of the reference librarian and her assistants. They 
endeavor in all ways to make themselves useful and are kept 
very busy. 

Circulating Department 


The plan of giving the general public free access to all the 
fiction was put into practical effect on the 1st of July. This 
was done by removing the exit turnstile to the extreme south 
end of the department. This opens seven alcoves, in place of 
the two formerly accessible to the public. The whole fiction 
class, including German and French as well as English, can 
now be examined at leisure by readers. If a place can be pro- 
vided, it is quite desirable to add also the Polish books to the 
free access collection. It is needless to say that the scheme is a 
popular one. It appears also to be in the interest of better 
reading. We find that if people may choose their books by 
examination of them, they show a disposition to make better 
selections than if their choice is limited to the printed catalogue 
and to the authors whom they have read or of whom they hap- 
pen to have heard. Before opening the alcoves a general over- 
hauling was had, and many of the out-of-date books which 
modern readers would never look at were culled out and 
shelved by themselves. They are still in our catalogues, and 
may be given out if asked for, but the calls are practically very 
rare. 

The superintendent of circulation has devoted considerable 
attention to the preparation of a subject card catalogue of 
fiction, which, though not yet completed, has been found to be 
very useful. Hardly a day passes on which there is not inquiry 
respecting the character of certain books, or for books of a cer- 
tain character, which the catalogue will answer. The time 
spent in this practical aid to readers is certainly worth all it 
costs. 
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Children’s Department 


The room was vastly improved during the summer by being 
re-decorated. The walls and ceilings had not been touched 
for several years and had become very dingy. Delicate tones 
of green and cream were used in the improvement, and the 
result is highly pleasing. The bare spaces of wall between the 
wainscoting and the picture molding were covered with olive 
burlaps, which forms an excellent background for picture bulle- 
tins and other similar displays. 

The lighting of the room has been greatly improved by 
the substitution of a better shade over the electric lamps. 

A large sign has been placed over the outer door, direct- 
ing the passer-by to the entrance to the department. 

Miss Conover, superintendent of the department, has, upon 
request of the principals, visited several of the public schools 
and talked to the teachers, explaining what the library is trying 
to do for children. She was heard with interest, and many of . 
the teachers have since shown their cordial support of the 
library’s efforts by sending their pupils to the department 
with topics of compositions for which they were expected to 
gather information. 

A measure was adopted late in the year which is very popu- 
lar with the children. It practically suspends the age limit. 
Hitherto those entitled to have cards in their own name must 
be at least 12 years old. Several years ago I proposed the 
abolition of this rule, but the suggestion was not favorably 
received. This year it was approved, with the limitation that 
the issuing of cards to those under twelve should be subject 
to the discretion of the librarian. The general regulation has 
been made by the librarian that a card will be given to any child 
upwards of seven or eight years of age who comes accom- 
panied by parent or teacher, or who brings a note from either, 
approving the issuing of such card. 

The series of Saturday afternoon talks to the children in 
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the room, which was started in the previous year, was con- 
tinued with remarkable success through the spring and again 
taken up in the fall. Among those who thus favored the chil- 
dren were Mr. Bryant Walker, who gave a very interesting 
talk on “Snails.” Miss Mary Catherine Crowley, author of 
“A Daughter of New France,” gave a picturesque account of © 
life in early Detroit; Mr. Christian Leidich gave a vivid 

account of “Life on a great ocean steamship,” illustrated with 

pictures of some of the largest ships; Miss Tei Morita, a 

Japanese young woman student at the University of Michi- 

gan, appeared before the children dressed in her native costume 

and told something of her early life and experiences in far 

away Japan; Mr. Jefferson Butler closed the spring series 

with a very interesting talk on “Birds,” illustrated with numer- 

ous mounted specimens of different varieties familiar to this 

region. The course was resumed in October when Miss Irene 

Grosvenor Wheelock gave another delightful talk on “Birds.” 

Dr. Oscar E. Fischer gave a talk on “Toadstools,”’ illustrated 

with numerous specimens of fungi and charts and spore prints. 
He was followed by Miss Irene Farquhar, who has already 

given two of the projected four recitations of well known 

stories. The first was the story of “The Holy Grail,” illus- 

trated with copies of Abbey’s celebrated pictures in the Boston 

Public Library. The second was the story of “The Niebelun- 

gen Ring.” Her method of recitation was superb, and the 

children listened with rapt attention. In fact, it has somewhat 

surprised us that with the room packed as full as it can possibly 

hold and many of the children small and naturally restless, 

they have invariably preserved the strictest order and paid the 

closest attention. None of the talks have occupied more than 

twenty to thirty minutes. We know from the character of the 
books asked for by the children after these talks that they 

have been attracted to the subjects discussed and wish to read 
about them. 
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Branches and Schools 


All the branches have shown a decided advance in number 
of volumes circulated. Branch 2, which was located in the 
Harris school, on Pulford and Ellery, was in a small and 
dingy room in the basement and not favorably placed as to 
location. Accordingly it was moved, March ist, into a store 
building at 887 Gratiot avenue, near McDougall. The 
quarters are agreeable, on the sunny side of the street, 
the building an attractive one and the room itself pleasant. 
The growth which the branch has made since the removal 
fully justifies the judgment of the commission in making the 
change, although there is increased expense in the way of 
rent, etc. This branch, as well as all the others, is open from 
10 a. M. to 9 Pp. M., and Branch 2 is also open on Sunday 
afternoon from 2 to 6 o’clock. 

Late in the year the commission decided to open two addi- 
tional branches.. Quarters for Branch 4 were secured at 284 - 
Field avenue, corner of Agnes avenue. This is a pleasant and 
convenient room, formerly occupied as a drug store. It is 
in a neighborhood which is quite closely settled with an intelli- 
gent and well-to-do class of citizens. Branch No. 5 has been 
located at 800 Grand River avenue, near Calumet street. This 
is in a block of stores, and the room is pleasant and well 
lighted. Both the above mentioned rooms were fitted up before 
the close of the year and made ready for opening as soon as 
the books for them can be catalogued. 

The system of traveling libraries in the schools has been 
continued as heretofore. About 450 books which had become 
badly worn and soiled were discarded. New books were 
bought to replace them, though not fully so. New titles were 


_ selected to a considerable extent, as it was thought that some- 
thing fresh might be more attractive than the old titles which 


had been in use for ten years or more. 
The circulation in the schools was 81,107, as against 
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98,860 in the previous year, a falling off of 17,753. This is 
believed to be almost wholly due to the epidemic of smallpox 
and other contagious diseases which prevailed during the win- 
ter of 1902-03. We know that in many cases the boxes sent 
out to the schools returned to us unopened, and in one instance 
a box of 70 books was destroyed because of contamination. 

The details of this school circulation will be found in 
Appendix C. 

By invitation of the superintendent of schools the librarian 
addressed a meeting of the principals on the use of the library, 
especially the catalogues and reference books, and incidentally 
the school traveling libraries, the success of which depends so 
much upon the interest and enthusiasm of the teachers. That 
interest and enthusiasm are steadily growing. 


Catalogues 


During the year, 19,771 cards were added to our cata- 
logues. Of these 10,753 were handwritten, 6,058 typewritten, 
1,650 were printed by the Library of Congress, 731 were 
printed by the A. L. A., and 579 printed by U. S. government 
departments. 

The manuscript copy for supplement No. 3 to the general 
catalogue was entirely ready for the printer at the close of the 
year. A contract for printing was made with the Cadillac 
Printing Co., which got out the last previous supplement in a 
satisfactory manner. It is hoped that the volume will be ready 
for distribution in the spring. It will probably comprise 800 
to 900 pages. 

The preparation of a new catalogue of fiction has been 
begun by the superintendent of circulation and her assistant, 
in response to the evident necessity for a revised edition. 
The one in present use was made five years ago, and it 
goes without saying that a very large number of popular books 
of to-day do not appear in it. The plan is to print the new 
edition as soon as the same can be completed. 
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The copy for a new catalogue of books in the German 
language is in a forward state of preparation. A contract for 
printing has been made, and the work is to be put through as 
rapidly as possible when once begun. 

A new classified catalogue of good books for young people 
is being prepared by Miss Conover, superintendent of the chil- 
dren’s department. The last previous one was issued in 1894. 
Since the children have had free access to the shelves to make 
their own selections there did not seem to be much necessity for 
a printed catalogue. But recently there has been a request 
from parents and teachers for such a list which they could 
look over at leisure and so be able to choose books for particu- 
lar recommendation. When the catalogue is out a copy is to 
be placed in the hands of every public school teacher in the 
city. 

The annual bulletin was issued as usual early in the year. 
Pains were taken to get it out promptly, with the result that, 
an unusual number were bought by patrons for home use. 


The only other catalogue actually issued during the year 
was that of Bohemian books. Upon the request of natives of 
Bohemia resident in the city, the library increased its stock of 
books in that language to about 130 and printed a catalogue 
of them for free distribution. 

A new experiment was entered upon in October in the 
issuing of “Public Library Monthly.” This is a folio in form 
and very handsomely printed. The project originated with the 
publishers of the American Architect, of Boston. They print 
four pages of book lists and other matter which the library may 
furnish and several pages of plates of library, and other, build- 
ings, originally made for the Architect. The publishers do 
this and supply a certain number of copies, all without expense 
to the library. The copies thus furnished are distributed 
among patrons of the library without charge. This publica- 
tion, since it contains lists of new books, serves the purpose 
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of a monthly bulletin and appears to be very highly appreci- 
ated. We have received many expressions of high commenda- 
tion of the enterprise. 

The Staff 


An examination of candidates for employment in the 
library was held March 2, when 39 persons handed in papers. 
Eight were found to have attained a credit of 75 per cent. or 
upward. On account of the necessity for increasing the staff 
by reason of opening all the branches practically the same 
hours as the main library, there was immediate employment 
for several. Six of the eight who passed are now steadily 
employed. 

The eligible list being exhausted, a second examination 
within the year was held December 29, when 36 candidates 
appeared. Four of these made the required percentage and 
all were immediately taken into the service. 

The regular annual examination of apprentices was held 
under the rule June 30. Three candidates were in attendance 
and all passed with high credits, ranging from 77 to 92. There 
will be a large class for the next examination. 

There were three resignations from the staff during the 
year, two on account of prospective changes in domestic rela- 
tions. Miss Margaret Myler left the library the first of May 
and Miss Inez Geer the 1st of October. Mr. Roy Patten, who 
had been for some time librarian of Branch 2, resigned May 
15 to accept more lucrative employment in the far west. Miss 
Rhoda Farquharson was granted leave of absence the Ist of 
October to contiue her studies at the university for another 
year. Miss Rosalie Mumford, who was granted leave of 
absence for a year to attend the New York state library school, 
was given an extension for another year, upon her request, to 
enable her to complete the course. 

There was an unusual amount of absence from sickness 
during the year. One of the assistants was away four months 
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with a very severe illness and another lost three months in the 
early spring and summer. 

Eight members of the staff, with the librarian, attended the 
annual meeting of the American Library Association at 
Niagara Falls in June, their time being allowed for that pur- 
pose by the library commission. 

I take this occasion to renew my thanks to all the members 
of the staff, without exception, for their loyalty to myself 
personally as the head of the institution and for faithfulness 
in the performance of every duty. I feel certain that each one 
has conscientiously tried to do the very best for the ends which 
the library is planning to serve. 


Donations 


The library enjoyed the novel sensation of a money bequest 
—the first in its history. Miss Julia H. Williams, of this city, 
who died in New York early in the year, made provision in 
her will for a gift of $150.00 to the library, to be expended 
on books on music, the drama and sculpture. The library 
commission has accepted the bequest and voted to expend the 
sum mainly for music, a special book plate to be placed in each 
book bought with the fund, to indicate the source of its pur- 
chase. : 
Four of the English dailies of the city—Free Press, Jour- 
nal, News and Tribune—have continued to supply a set of 
their papers for binding. Many of the physicians of the city 
have also continued the custom inaugurated several years ago 
of subscribing for standard medical periodicals of this country 
and of Europe and every three months turning them over to 
the library for the use of patrons of our medical department. 

A detailed list of gifts from various sources will be found 
appended to this report. It shows a large number of thought- 
ful friends who have exhibited their interest in the library by 
adding to its store of literary treasures. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Henry M. UTLEy, 
Librarian. 


24 LIBRARY COMMISSION REPORT OF 1903. 


APPENDIX A. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


Balance on hand January I, 1903......+.seeeeeeeees $19,403 77 
Receipts— 
From city taxes, 1902.) 4.) ale $5,496 59 
From city taxes, 1903....-..«....;- 42,943 12 
: $48,439 71 
From County Treasurer, fines and penalties...... 3,017 44 
Interest on daily balances...................- 236 73 
Bond of defaulting treasurer.............-04- 2.161 42 
DADrary Lit) eiteq aise e) eal aie) see cierto ere 1,780 75 
TOSEIDOOKSH ees cotta eis are he ania ete ete teeratoteret ateretatotar 154 57 
Bifelo) <tc Women quaaesindacouol: cx In oo SUC S I29 51 
Catalogs yGol darts tems ererie iit steered tel meee ee 92 30 
Paper sold Qicciasnccy sae seine aieie ern er 17 85 
Walliams he vacys cic creieier aoe ate iit sciets 60 00 
City Savings Bank dividend................. 7 97 
RREDATES ve wilere ole sere o cacietsveleveseusloremeie: steko ratte ante 8 32 
56,106 57 
A otal TECELP ES, LOOS ee wastetale erelciels seekers oleic ; $75,510 34 
Total disbursements, 1903.............. 51,835 84 
Balance December 31, 1903.........+-- $23,674 50 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Paid for— 
BOOKS). oiaiascla Gis ies iaaca ate etlean aaa alareteNeger an ee eretenPaReeeaee $9,807 31 
Subscriptions Nas aawsece ec cess eaeieeen a oa erorietoaits 1,867 08 
Binding and repair of books. 4.2.3.6 j4acnsiens enters 4,500 53 
IRepalrSis..w eens oe ace sides antec oe Cente ee ee eee 725 54 
PUCh ie sict se aida s vgiee slele les ceo alec tae ats eine lect eee 1,654 76 
Stationery aid: blanks: « i4). cod gee < oe demi See eee 617 87 
Labor and Supplies, si. :..as0s neces ceostae ome teen 832 56 
POSLA RE a5 Greve Serarorel ncaa lola) esac aie ticle ale tetete eter ate ener 175 30 
Rreishtiand “express... 7. (nusnemeoes apeidsie Ste cia tie ‘ 97 64 
Furniture atid. Riches. << sas. cote tee cae 653 30 
Salaries, ‘libtary staff i. f.% «52s cio aoe de ee 25,314 31 
Salaries; janitors. “<< 5 <<: <sicne sae aes eee 3,859 49 
IMSUTAN CEs. oney freee air <b Rafe eleate eeu eiion eee 46 00 
IREMUAEE lati sian cesloe. Win cere in ee eerie een eee yao 207 50 
Printing-and binding catalogs... .,.....:0s:0.seocdee< A 495 03 
Printing ‘proceedings and report... 4e.0, --1<c2 cds casein 252 45 
Legal printingand expenses. 2: cc ses eee weenie 86 00 
AAVEFUSING J rem is'sia.d bradayid edn Glee eee een 438 oI 
Caren Pera e exis ax 4s ee). y sates camp eee sete lesa) atateaieiate AD 93 50 
Librarion’s expenses, . 4.00 ccc. nae ciagh oeeen eee 47 85 
Librarian’s claim against City Bank...... agen oad on 63 81 


Total disbursements. .....000.4sssienseeess sees het. O35ESe 
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APPENDIX B. 


Book ACCESSIONS, 1903. 


Number of Volumes, January I, 1903 .......--- «sees 179,740 
Added: by purchase -wciemecce ere seine vee y= ara crete aie 8,293 
GEE ath revatio ae eta aise wd tas Fores Sas eteeonotei pare 547 
13ieiebbsteon reypd Odeo DO aNo DU UD ODOUObOS OUD UO GeNOC 569 

9,409 

189,149 

Discarded— 

IW OFT Out sh sscarara cisiees (e orstncietcus srolstatate saint el ttetatpe 2,173 
Lost:and: paid: forsee csc seme tne cine aaereaette 160 
Contapious infection: cocs <c.tn nies eels sre oe eal emie = 82 
Soldandiexchan ced sites syste sees ae teers eee 285 
2,700 

2,700 

Number of Volumes January I, 1904..........-++-+08- 186,449 


NET ADDITIONS. 


The following shows the net additions during the year and 
the distribution of the whole number of books: 


Net Additions. Whole No. 


Central al lbrary sae cn ste cncectos cine cite ioc ara ereoeninctere 4,916 166,424 
Branch eNO. (leencnd Ce cae oer inicio ee 602 2,678 
Birata CANO: ¢2 sire. ate okcece Toicre-ciciciay tee sine are OI ere eiere ae 751 3,047 
IBIATICHPINO:23 Nive wcley wis estes ora ct oles Cie stare Coa One: 644 3,180 
Public School Libraries (Decrease) .........0:+c0cceece 204. 11,120 

6 Ko) ll een Tor ei ciad oo ers orin aie ado ocatrsa cine xc 6,709 186,449 


READERS’ CARDS, 


é The following shows the number of readers’ cards issued 
in the years named and the whole number of valid cards now 
outstanding, cards being good for five years: 


TSQG ns ae ois eae SO 5,761 
TQOO ayaite: sie Sues toveie vane chet eretonseaaks nee are 7,088 
lis 8) Soro ei Gres IIIS IG OA q.o. datic ora Gc cache 6,857 
LQO2 bret sek tice ce arore weiiniete ae ee 6,835 
TQOG a's\aisin cere iecatanche lols ww rereen ane Bole heey | 
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The following shows the gross additions of books by classes 
in 1903: 
Main Children’s Branches 


Library. Department. and Schools, Total. 
PIDHOSFADNY ats os pases ober eas 138 sare ee 138 
Cyclopedias Sitiettivet tiie ain oars is . ees 15 2 
EHOGICAIS oy vant on cols vs So 488 64 293 845 
HEIMOGODEY ss. soln cs Sete ge eves III Scie i 122 
REM SI OMS bine cere aes 162 10 5 177 
NOCIOIOS a See ssa Meade Lat 495 30 127 652 
Philology........ ees unas 27 Pres I 28 
WCIEH COAT bernie ier ore se 250 29 71 350 
inetubArioesscceskuetek se 457 22 67 546 
IM ERATTS eats Sea ie paenoe 251 18 25 294 
WALELALTIL eG ee et ee eo oe cn 360 38 122 520 
PUIOLY So Pre che ka sk Rene eee 267 29 84 380 
PL ravelamene was crore rset 187 26 82 295 
BHOETAP EY Gig Sores awie sk eres ee 286 15 I2I 422 
PRI CLIO erspe mriaere ne sister etn 1,438 742 Tl 72 35352 
Beri ati ety Pe ee 169 aos 257 426 
PP EN CH ei asics elena ee ciake 136 136 
J HOU IS <5 Se eee I40 T4o 
POUGHUAT SrteneNoanee ree neon 130 130 
PAIS HEN cietraais sa ete cele te 
United States Documents. ..... 268 268 
Unused Duplicates ............ 157 157 
Ota lars cu eetete saree ee 5,933 1,023, 2,453 9,409 


Following is a statement of the number of books in the 
library in the several classes, with the net additions during 


the year: 
1902, Net Additions, 1903. 


Bibliograph 

Gyelopedias ' ie ahotabevotleatoherayiave! erasers sete snerersis 2,682 167 2,849 
IBEPIOCICAl Sitcian tae cseie's < Seineres +o oe caters © = II,244 820 12,064 
Philosophy .........1.6 sceoccscecgseces 2,804 121 2,925 
re G AGI OR nace Sc he tres os ines eae 9,156 183 9,339 
ROLE tes ane ie cp o b's tien are Viniaieiatepatexers 16,433 645 17,078 
eMC Saeko, ote eo) ale diarncorel done pate rans Oe 1,842 31 1,873 
DCION COMee erereterareiarels orcas cieiere sine ccetisto coon 9,709 347 10,056 
AW Se httlPATtS Ss ertters  ajare atone rtaiete soeisl gi stomticiens 11,611 546 12,157 
ESLINeV ACCES opens teiate Sisto e ere teremh sisieice sveneie seater 5,420 305 51725 
MAP ETALTING mate cena cleisiecerolsiajeleiste arsce ersisione.s 16,178 518 16,696 
ELISEO Teyana we eect ete ae oelniein evelnvelsYeleteloiscere 18,095 405 18,500 
HIS E EAU UU Re ave asec ive tions 'ahatava o7alel exalau@ere 10,838 306 11,144 
EAGETADINY yo carshis coe oees bac Macha Sains 13,381 441 13,822 
NEC ELO Tete eiese ch evetose) efai 9:00) 0) due elela ee)ahsareketatetare 34,020 I,734 35,754 
United States Documents........-...0+0: 8,934 2 9,202 
Widsed Duplicates eect res wen oo cece 7,393 (Dec.) 128 7,265 


179,749 6,709 186,449 
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APPENDIX C. 


THE USE OF THE LIBRARY. 
Home CIRCULATION BY MONTHS, 1903. 


Central School 
Library. Branchi. Branch2, Branch3. Library. Total. 
JANWALY 2 oc sin. ole 38,381 2,503 I, 3Er 2,558 8,564 53,317 
Pebruary 22% «. 29,958 2,350 I,129 2,520 10,797 46,754 
War cHieenras avers s 36,506 2,704 Tks 7 2,864 6,640 49,851 
/ N03 6 Wen eeemacae 32,709 2,495 1,754 2,557 6,803 46,318 
IVI yseesermsioro aerator 23,014 2,104 1,423 2,192 8,211 . 36,944 
By ULLL C ettevertrete eveiscsre 24,424 2,576 1,640 2,324 7,379 38,343 
J WEY ara score = s veioiere 23,714 2,347 oe 237% fee 30,134 
PATIS USE tle ote stuns 25,592 2,278 I,916 232) in 32,118 
September ...... 30,472 2,158 1,805 2,328 8,230 44,993 
October wie. asl « 28,810 Gf: 221% 2,659 7,162 43,575 
November....... 33,235 3,106 2,772 2,726 10,649 52,488 
December....... 28,207 2,839 3,124 2,677 6,672 43,519 
Hl Otallre eters 355,022 30,193 21,924 30,108 81,107 518,354 


Books CIRCULATED THROUGH BRANCHES. 
Of the total circulation of the books of the Central Library 


shown above, 8,972 were circulated through the branches as 
delivery stations. Following are the details of these: 


Branch: NoOsliwsccans ease cee 1,825 
Branch<No.-2y<0metn ene ere mee I, 348 
Branch INO33 scewads ce ercece eter 1,439 
Hurlbut Brant cence cen come 4,360 
DOtals e cetotesctemedicn Serer 8,972 
PERCENTAGE OF USE By CLASSES. 
Library Reading. Home Reading. 
Adult, Juvenile. Adult. Juvenile. 
Cyclopediaste wameemeeuoetee: 4.86 202 Hoes re 
Periodicals snes es cece on 6.68 4.87 ard: .28 
PHIlOSOphyY 04. Saaz sds eee 4.12 .O1 TOT .O1 
Religion Be gietere’e e's Sere kale eens 5.77 ake} I.05 .O7 
Sociology sees coe 6.32 47 1.66 -34 
PLULOLORY oes’. va nets ae Bon ee 4.13 .O4 -15 alias 
DCIENCELS dtc ee aerate 6.33 .76 ey 377 
Msetal Arts oss tens tek ane este 6.88 20 1.99 -14 
BMG AIS .\. i oss s sett deaeens 7.05 57 I.70 28 
TACCYATUEC cislcs sas srerea wee ws wie 7.14 I.06 2.96 $37 
MELISUOLY crserctoroferrue ae met een ee 7.06 96 2.29 -68 
Travel Jalowiec seis on ciemmen hae 5.75 .64 bbe) ane 
DIORA PLY 2. oie cen ige ve oko Gee 6.36 us 2.00 25 
ES CUO fire iciae at. ae stasis oeees nee 1.55 5.45 57.70 16.13 
(OSei bilge oridian eats wees ee oe 41 A.0 2.86 ore 
FKONCH recite elon at tate 31 -53 56 
TROHSH EG ce eh eetlae ates 15 See I.O1 ; 
Other Vanguavessn.. ...caniee ne e7 Bei .06 : 
Medicine ay wae cena BeAr : 


84.45 15.55 80.75 19.25 
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LIBRARY CIRCULATION, 


Books, Periodicals. 
GentralpWibrary; seems tae 584,131 204,705 
BraneheNOssl wescane scien 31,705 3,821 
Branci NON eee nonce as oa 44,797 4,720 
PranchyNG..3h-1sc.ceeaee os psa ot 61,314 5,682 
ROta lets ane ieee see 721,947 218,928 


ScHOOL CIRCULATION. 


G . Enroll- Enroll- 
Schools. Circulation. ment. Schools. Circulation. ment, 
RUS Crear rtk sore ors 355 245 jjolmsStons.aeasie ce 484 154 
PITIOS Ee Ae oh ieee eee I,698 474 Lincoln ssseeeee 365 108 
ISLC Ventre some ca sc 505 97 WySter wn coment 346 152 
ISA SCO Wein wveieevcrie o- 212 397 MeGrawvess cee 1,022 264 
Bellefontaine. ....... 455 192 MeKinleyinanssss 355 193 
CIC. saac0eacsur 346 189 MGIKGnISti yer « eer 635 I4I 
PETE Yateven eins ki eiernere orn 1,573 383, ING WDEEEY Seeies sons I,oI4 335 
BISHOP sc 2 Accents 1,689 599 Nicholsssas fessor. 275 80 
IBLOWHSON oot sfo:s-cye sieie 727 190 INorvelliarate csc. 1,179 520 
CANT Patl sor. ceetee etc os 441 297 Johny Owen.sscnce 428 414 
Canipbelleascecw. sis 188 264 Palaien aie eres 1,078 452 
(CEE ee aE &...1,620 670 Pat K@yerins: ceive sae 554 227 
GHAR Ye nas wie a ces 426 389 Pinigreeepynoae eters 756 187 
(SS a ener See 876 177 Pitcher? jose eee 290 
Giintont sks. omer 212 148 ORMs.“POelns eects 517 170 
Columbian. <0. sc.0.0% 325 307 POUGErenraneo eens 336 IOI 
Grallerrdeciee hieate 829 a7 Preston yasanccseres 518 176 
NISTCE sonic ose sislsiorei sacs 97 16 Robertsy.cterecnrercnc 1,306 203 
School for the Deaf.. 23 aI IRGSE Rao ter creioeear 727 270 
WICKINSON: sce. < vies 1,569 182 Rasselll eerie oes 338 337 
Dito Ld seat ecieic« 810 582 SCLIPPSatiercsare cere 917 381 
Sta DTOOI is seeeiaec oe 1,167 391 SE APPAllsvaaysrom everest I, 161 518 
HE VELECED oo ceric ores oe 791 301 KUTCH te eaten 561 483, 
Fairbanks...5 30.000. 711 241 row brad see sce... 190 331 
ALTA Ce morsels oo. 0 cle 326 300 Wipraded Wee. 5. 71 4 
MCLE V eave tne cnexaiole een sce 322 251 VanoDy ken occnaene 1,253 4OI 
POL Sate cveteretereeis.s 6 683 427 Washington Normal 1,037 420 
nTIALC™. cerot ele © slcie'e 523 139 Webster........+.. I,155 703 
DESL aTUclit12y te wieierers oles 918 443 Walkatish oe. neces 367 99 
Garfield’s.u..05 6: «.< 286 173 Williams: 5.1.5 e's 645 341 
Gites oe tele hey acinee 1,336 405 
TAN COCKS Jess sic sen 1,001 389 49,340 19,868 
I AELIS 0.2 Sevewten te 487 321 2 
FLOUR. aie ctears «6 1,246 289 Central High...... 22,233 1,948 
TU D Dard: sacereris« cs. 431 160 Eastern High...... 1,671 422 
ling beter mec Ob orun 894 369 Western High..... 7,863 686 
IPCI SOL a a tete en lete oe 478 171 
VORETEON.. cece ced 2,051 487 *Lotallon were ayers 81,107 22,924 
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APPENDIX D. 


Following is a statement of gifts to the Library, showing the 
names and donor and the number of bound volumes and pamphlets 


given by each: 
Vols. Pamph. 
Amberg, Dr. Emil, Detroit............-eeeeeeeeeeeees 5 
American Anti-Vivisection Society ...........0.eeeee: I 
American Book Company, Chicago............+--+-++- I 
American Congregational Association .........+.++++% I 
American Dermatological Association .............+-- I 
American Laryngological Association ..........+.+-+- 
American Medico-Psychological Association .......... I 
American Printing House for the Blind, Louisville .... 
Anderson, Dr. Willis S., Detroit ..... 0.0.0.2. es ece se 
Argentine Republic ........... eee eens cece eee e eens 
(Aronstati, Dia Ne Ep DCtrOLe systctorestalstereteretniets lets ites 
Austin, -Hrederick)R, DeLtOltrrjescrcleletstetlatt- titel r-taieiete 
Baker Dt, He Be, Detroltie esjerorcpeisistetale terete = aleleteuntolatete 
Balch, 1. W., Philadelphia 5.0 0 cctv. 0s cesses cee 
Ballin Dra Detroitiss  airccricesiepostelatete wis! ol tohvtage tenn ate sratehe 33 
Baxter, James P., Portland, Me...........-........5. I 
Bemis; He W., Clevelard 5. osc. a rarcicrale yale. civiede miele aleieto leis 
Betisonie|c Wp LONG Ort tos ctor ore orale ialelelelelelelaleeletaleisi I 
Beveridge, A. J., Indianapolis... ........e..s..eeeeeee I 
ievceleuley Ores JN eee IB leedohees (Gos Fads aongpadgooudess sce 7 
Bigeye Dr, A, Hi Detroit cic steele iim c= leleeiee cori 06 
BilacksawWeilizeiC iia FO crer wre eicere ate cle wren retsiere tet aretere 2 
BOnmuIyy Wee Carl eM eSteOitar mrersyeie lester ictal eer eielererel- oar 80 
BOStOnEb ook Compal ya. wrest creel sra<vtcdete) sere reiens)ererstatelefere 4 
Boston Health Department .....5 2002.2 Saccsenveess I 
Boston) Repistry Wepartient asc miei e)-c.iel< sais eee I 
Bowen: Herbert, Detroit. 6.47 cx western os leicivierereetereteters I 
Bresler! A s1).5 Detroit... 5 aa cis s siewn seem hielo elesisratere 2 I 
2 
I 
I 


iS) 


Hp 
Oo RHNN 


? 
Lan 


Brown, George, Sec’y Board of Education, Detroit .... 
Brown & Sharp Mfg. Company, Providence 
Brownell, Seymour, Detroit 
Buffalo Charity Organization Society 
Buitalowtorge| Company, Bitlalolie. eyis tele sree siete I 
Bunker Hill Monument Association ..............200: I 
Burton, CoM.) Detroit.) Macc enreuves coe ene tee 6 
California Board of Architecture’..........0..0..c000 I 
California Bureau of Labor Statistics 
California Medical Society je..0 come cee oe eieiereemerereere iT 

Canada, Department of Agriculture ...............00. 2 zr 
Canada Departinent of Mnterion sn acmetr errr reenter 3 
CanadaiGeologicals Survey ccc ne tarcen eerie eile eerie I 2 
Carnegie Institute, Washington 
GCarstens) Drejpbs, Detroltic citer em eneeeeeieiee 37 
Carter: (Charles’S., Milwaukee. ; s.i:oe. see eee 
Catholic Free Publishing Society for the Blind, New York 
Catholic Truth Society, London, Eng 
Gentury Association,; New, Mork a.m cen nimi 
Chamberlain, A. F,, Worcester, Mass 


eee eeereee 


eo a 


HH OH 
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Slark, Reve. Wase DEttOibs ssa sees chaste bee 
@larkes Dis Gu Balen Detrolt=.2 sss noes tee jeanne 
iar Ke oc PAakerwNews VOrke | oss. coiess bcos conn 
Cleveland Department of Public Works .............. 
College of Physicians, Philadelphia .................. 
Connectient State-Boardiof Healthi:~ -:.2ccs. .cc0 <5 es 
Cook, Thomas & Son, New York ~.......0ecscsecees 
GuspyHredericka As, london, Png. asi. sevestionely sek 
Watilelsel Osep lin, Olivet. o..4> Ses oe ean ae 
Davis sites Cty AntRAE DORs steric sn Re ae eae 
Wezkorest= Dr Alice Wie. Detroit — ss occiies ee eeare nts 
De Waval Separator Co., New: Vorkcccccwcs 0 seiew.cvec 
WMenys Chartes s Was liieCOny-L sakis.secteseeime sneehcres I 
RCIMISO Tele Ose CHI CAT Oma nnie or rein eritin ne eC I 
Wepew,.<Chaunceyy M2 New, YOrk —sas)sc.e occ ccsciaten 
WSErOIt Bats ASSOCIA OM: ais «nage smnsewin ed oe nowrea oleic I 
WeLrore City Clerkissasi tec esc eie asc Sein See a Reisis. Zelere if 
PECK OLE EL, VENUES EIN CWS io cinia eves ne ooiece nisin es een eee 4 
4 
4 


Li oe 


WETEOIEME TESA LESS wetors se tes, o aos sustaecer eres eee ee oi OR 
WELEOI EN OUT ial tae wine otic aati oiniscie rap eden Haare 
Metro bark. Com#isSsiOt ein. a sewtecien ns « asec 
DELLOIE: Soaps WOLkK Sinaia -te oP sion ele cis Givieielseec hice 12 
PV CREOT EH PUP Ite cigs rercraus jel ays mem avo ace tells etoreronals oi are bite 4 
Ditodliat ey Os wWCtrOIts vencilseiicm seine welsh eres 3 
Waelder Georsen Detrort oo acnicieis sic tee en renee 113 
area A Oe, DIGLEOIE sev ices Wicws oc eee bicieis oats OIE eae es I 
Eade DoOlis sl bra Ge Min NEw. VOtK fe cocciccae sobisisete teers 
iBdaye Prederick.Bs,, Detroit os ae ecro we save ciel oe semeuaatets iE 
donty jinC., lbHacay New VOLk com w.cinmci. erase tons eres’ 
Ebony ls Bar Sts, LOU wysjeioirinaigios oes se oie Ge slew es I 
MimMons.. be PsA lliances Ohi0ns anc amslee sees eels I 
Bncles George B.5.)t-..CMICagO. «a sje sislerac te iclaeiaetels 
Wssexs bistitute: | Gal ent. MASS). sce. sw ccei oe seace cess 
Bariswotth, Cor, Cirettiniatis, ccc ass ncceinvaisteis see reysioetorer I 
ict OL EVV ay DOSLOLM cra tia reyelsia’ alsierelare eaiviciens ole rete craters 
Berry aD eM a Ite, pOEtIOIES niac'e orate voatae eibieae setae o I 
Field Columbian Museum, Chicago .............0000. 
Roster, B.,eM. Dy, St) Paul, Minn): .22.%). gisven delete ehstaiets 
OSteT Ie Lt Veep BOSEOL So 5/c/as sis’s'e sini siai Seoul fatebeielate aoe ctl « z 
Mrerig eye jos DAlgunOte occas ries sce ews ciel sages asians 
Frothingham, Dr. G. E., Detroit.................-+. 
Gaston, George T., City Clerk, Detroit............... 3 
(Qviioe, Wie Ihe Ue, DSadeten en acco. nocoran COCOeoLaC Oe 
Grand Rapids Board of Education .................+. 
Grand Rapids Civic Clit. <a icicle es eevee i> 0 
Grant) Mrs. Schuyler sDettOlts. cass eller riser vile 
Great Britain, Patent Oficeiaa a. <\scisie actin) oie oceinss 
Greens Dr. S! A., Boston 2250.25 cee vec tes er sels s 0s 
Gritty Ar it DGECOTty crete cleic aes Seis im aiels s\siialeieieis'> 
Grover, Dr. F., Fraser, Mich.........0..sssseeeesees 


194 
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Vols. Pamph. 
Hamburg-American Line, New York........-.+-.+5+ 4 
Harmon, Henry A., Detroit...0 0... cess scseccccsnssese I 
Harper & Bros., New York ..........sesseeeeeeseees? I 
Tl attz, Dt J ol pe CEL OIt aie jepere ooo) = tse austen lolenattensi = evade terete 4I 
Harvard Divinity School. 3 <oc. 2<isie 1s aeiela me eteeidlaredeisiete I 
Hawait Promotion Committee: <5. cci- ccw oc cuupietemieiieie = 4 
Herbermanny:C, Je, New MOrk 5 vir actcissiele eccioneis of aieteivione i 
Hickey, DiicPs Ms, Detroit Jesters s:1-polorcroaeaehant teeter eet 3 
Hitchcock Drs Co W., Detroit co. cist crvcicinstatenbeeteree 9 70 
Hod gsom, W. Siye BOStOM ojors c:scete « wratenetaiote ene ape siererenoneres sete 2 
Hortons Ge2C., Detroit eopapexceio aia) 12, <vsscueneh shouoleletevaneereneraeter I 
Hoskin, H.C, London, Hie. <... << diaisdimeclereiite mie eieite I 
Hongnton, Mifiiia Sc Co.) Boston oc) scree ajo ois eters I 
Illinois, Bureau of Labor Statistics ...............005- I I 
TMlinois Historical Library, > j<.<c/sicaenela ed oletviel viet abicr etter I 
Vridian Rights A ssociatto i (52) oye oreteleseteetael oietala aa ; 2 
Indiana Geological Suny CY wo miei sieic)gicl el tear eee I 
Indiatia Medical Society 7... 0.4 dict siacaidiaicieteictere serene I 
Lowa Geological Surv e yaa cay s)ia) ss.ciesievcrepdiene ieee I 
ves? Dr ASW DGtroit: 5 nas \e0 Leseeemymeleicseit tee eran 2 
Jennings, Dr: CG. Detroit... 42.0 saaaeae eee eee 3 
Jusserand, M., French Ambassador, Washington...... it 
Kansas Academy /0f SCien Cera. c,wiel council ioeteatnee tater I 
Kansas State Board of Agriculture ...........--eeeces I I 
King, Horatio-C:S Brookly tga. «9 -.iiterich ae arene 2 
Knight. Drs Se) .qe Detroit: qx cian do erate hee eee 13 
Lamberton, James M., Philadelphia................+- I 
Tawa W EL, ELCSSEL,| MICH. 2.20, vedisgctelstdl nat aol ie epee I 
Lawrence Academy, Groton, Mass............+-:04.-- Bg 
ee, William Os, Detroit i= \)eracoiae ako ore noe iE 
Lewis; Rev] olin, Detroit, 1 ya..3,..0a4e aid crbnare ere 2 
Lippincott, Ji..B. & Cov, Philadelpitia.. j..1ceemem eee I 
Tonbard) Louis iz, Switzerland S10. .oceee eee I 
Loubat,-Duc des Patric (hrance.. 4.72% «<1 desn «eee I I 


Mc Chure aA. Cre Cos (Chicagoan. 2 2a.eesneeeele I 
McGraw, Dr. T. A., Detroit 


rer rrr eeC on Sab Ceo. wc I 
MacMillan, Dre) scAs,- Detroit. danc deuce cn decree 24 
Maguire sr pc: Wi. CtLOlL jee tad ste ccee teenies I 
Maine: Vabor-Bureat «3. 42<,<< cease tena neleee eee E 
Manns Dr. Moo W., DetrOlta. =.) ssc a ae eee 187 
ia niins;s Ws Plc MBOStOne cciaeteies ne tile tea eee I 
Manton, Dr-sw P.., Detroitas..incscicosn acinar age) 
Mason, El. V.., BOStOmlcspsn-e: ced omizrc.c ttn teers renee I 
Massachusetts Board of R. R. Commissioners......... I 
Massachusetts Bureau of Statistics of Labor........... I 
Massachusetts, Commonwealth of..............e0ce05 I 
Massachusetts Record Commission ............00.c00% it I 
Massachusetts Single Tax Leagne...............000- I 
Massachusetts State Board of Charity................. I 
Matthews, wAlDeEt. eB OslOn css) stesceaameisietree eects 2 
Maly puny, s Ota Wins Cs. eLroit..qm can ae eee I 
Mayhew. Miss) Detroit: 5... a<s ccc crac ot ee ee 5 
Merchant’s Association of New York ...... .........- i 
Merck; &’Co,, INewiVOrk ences cuean nan eee I 


Bish Sadr sya Wienes eis usiereyh auanenel «areal Oo 
Michigan Board of Charities 


LIBRARY COMMISSION REPORT OF 1903. 


Montreal Business Men’s League...............00000- 
Moore ters Copel nt Adel piliaeeens tat rersieey cision noackiae 
ifoore,. Chas, Salt Ste, Marios, <cjacmsn ects oncceouae 
Dt SifaisElospital “New: V Lk... acc«sisis/ dere nraaetsamnetes I 
Munson, Dr. J.-D., Traverse City, Mich............... 
Wat pinysck ane OUCES LI) py eatracaia tacos anatase ee I 
National Civil Service Reform League................ 
National Sound Money League, New York ........... I 
Nebraska Agricultural Experiment Station ........... 
Nebraska-Geological Surveyssnnnees ease onanies eens iP 
Nebraska Iya bor Btreaira nesses soins dates nies I 
New Jersey Adjutant General .................0.000: I 
New jersey Geological: Survey: ssciccncc os cacteeiioritclee 3 
New Jersey Public Library Commission............... 
INewilerseystate-b ome foriGirls mera tect sean 
Newslctscy: State: Prison: Boardman som metre I 
New Vork City Consumers’ Leagues... Secs cscs oe 
New York City, Department of Finance ............. I 
Wewnvork City,<Departinent of Parksmia.c.tcciteneie es I 
ING Wa VOnlk> HAtiners summa iin cera mead stearate is one 
New York State Charities Aid Association ............ 
New York State Civil Service Commission............ 
New York State Factory Inspector sc snw oes ve sls 
ING Wi OFK2. 5 tate: ISLOM AI ies starsieietolelate) tei swielaisiwisverctels 
NeW ork stated abor Bureatiec scsi seisesiseesetess 
MOh10 Aor Bureay nc aakaec serch Soaale sania alesse ale sae 
Oiitario Minister of Hducationrscc.nasaceicensce tee 
marker Dra Re Droits vies ona Seco wwete eee eee 
Parkers Dr ssw alters Detroitr..wviecrcnoristass one ener. 
Rarker Sc; burton, Detroit sos secs cles cielo orsersieciee aie I 
asadetia BOALGGOL Li rad ews na cicicisicis iene eaters otaierseats eels I 
Pelle Howland SNew. VOL: maaisterctetalove: tebe ste acetic eon vratete I 
Piniladel phiavBook. COMIPAHy <a icrc. olen! s.niaimtiererni eae letolle 3 
Pooler Willy ely Detroit, «ccsricshis ni daar eae oe 
Providence Record Commissioners ...........00000005 I 
Putnam, Helen-C:, Providence, R. 1... .orcceecie cies I 
Rathbone, 14 b1As, WettOlt..eatacpe cc chred scare ee hsisiate 
Rhodelisiand Board of Healthy cane. 21. a7 sires le I 
RRICey GEOL pes Wee WCttOlea ea fedrniya cic ela <i aisisiertiael 3) <010 2 
RAIPPe yan even le Ney E UKHArt, AUaGl steratetpsarcretelursclatetyioke efal oxe 
RODD imek Way DCtEOLG sarge sais cranes eles efeleusi ates 
Robins, Dr, Wm. 1, Washington, D.C. ic. cece 
He OMIMGOMs: Ge Ose LSU Ec eamvrerancing one <ionelona- teen eT I 
Rogers, James E., San Francisco, Cal..........ses00. 
Ruggles: -H.-S:,, Wakefield” Mass...cc..ccemsaceese sss ae I 
Rupp, George P., Philadelphia, Pa... .s..ssr0ce ese 
Schram, Mrs, George, Detroit: i: 0... 2cecsnecentc I 
SCORE ea Old OMOMIO sae cs. se, lcdetetatccepouona eters tnpat ons 
SCOEE, Wine Drs, Otbaweaicns nic lieparolete ete atnce lake taneia rey olen om «516 I 
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Scripps, James E., Detroit...........ceeeeeeeeeeeoees 2 
Sherrill Dr sks 6. Detroit petra repre pee ieters Pa 
Stele ya tee Ba Bey DC ENON Ee iare orrectn te leks viele iorsteae tel ototeiarate 
Silk-Association Of AnieriCa yc. «vis sides cies meres 
Sarit fe Jice Cope NOW OLLCATIS este te vore olease lave sions oieteaiarecialezele 
Sprague, H. B., Newton, Mass...........+¢.seeeeeees 
Stevens & Brown, London, Eng.............ceeseeees I 
Stewart, Rachel, Jessie & Isabel, Detroit.............. 14 
Stockings, Willian Detroit ss oe scence sires reir I 
GuttienGeorgee Str Ol tipesreyeresys «erie eee italy arden 5 
SLA PPE GeW Eee Ly DEEL OL pore crava cscae wate oerersl oppress ieter-iate 
Theosophical Book Concern, Chicago, Ill............- I 
Tab pals rs bis doen) CLL OLL ocesres orate e erore mnerene mete tele ier eel 
Erne senry Wario OI Ovsie scan oe amecaioreicioe seers 


United States Government— 


Bureatl of American Republics’. =. oc. see ee ene once 2 
BULEATEOM CONSHSaecrmrasercte ore alsin orto cin (orntremme emcee ae 
BiureansOreH Cucatiot nea cic.s wens vices o reste aioteren ae eae ate 
Bureansof HOrestry-saec ons etse oe ee coe elo neta eee ehensiagelaiars 
Brureatizol Labor wc. tos cscs vice one vee poloiain se eoloaiatae 
BUYEs Of Mile SAVIO SCLVIC Cis setters aire oo ertereierieeits 
Bureawol “weather saci wane acetates gate wee orsteielel sansa 
CivaliService Commission Gna. sece seco wees aieeieets 
CoastiandsGeodetie:S uty eyecare eee eee eee 
Department ot A prictiltare casa wre cert lare tore cicero 
Departiitent of, COmMENCO scar aac ecm see atte orca erates 
Mepartiient Of sMuterilOLeyy ce-ch oars «ovo arare aisles ieee 
IBYyeeNA RSAC ENEMA 6 Goceaooan ge Samba nono oos S500 
MM epartimenttiOl POStOMICE gra meters are apie eleleistelottier ei slenieye 
MepartientolStateceas .. euc eaten viene on sen eee 
MeparttilentiOid reasury se a.ee selene ener centers 
MeparemientiOr: Warssu cccjosie cies voONe ors coreme teem Taeer 
ISH BCOIM MISSI OMGedss creretele seas es cee Steve alo Ie heme eee 
Geological Surveyor screen vase sree atareronele eecroiemerate 
Interstate! Commerce mys sae ens cate t cers etereeranenewieee neler 
Patent Omicemeacn strc Wire er Hie auee 
Smithsonian Institution 
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Wiiiversity. Clb, eNew sV OFkij. cea cece een 
Universalist Publishing House, Boston 
AUT t With yaar n onalaue sserersapiatwtels,s recetnetc este erat sil aie eR 
Vermont Library Commission 
Walkers Dr. tiiaB: SDeCtroit ssw ohne e eee 
Walker Dr: sO. eDetrolt cn occ men ae eee 
Naren, Dreiwadsworth, Detroit... cee eee 
Wellcome Physiological Research Laboratories, Lon- 

don, England 


ey 


CC re | 


White, James T. & Co., New Vork.......... aaah ; 
Wildman, J. C., Los Angeles, Cal......... aie scieetns i 
WillsonveMars i mDetroit acs ees cen rem ee 2 
Wisconsin, Department of Public Instruction ......... I 


Wisconcinetistoricall Society... «seen cieee eee eee 
Wisconsin Library Commission ..............cccceeee 
Wisconsin, Superintendent of Fisheries............... 
Xavier Free Publishing Society for the Blind, New York 18 
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Vols. 
Yates, Dr. H. W., Detroit 


ee 


Colleges and Universities— 
PATITELSEY COMCD Cr erctervarn eran natin nad ra neie ere eles 
Armour Institute of Technology 
Pemnett: College ofs Medicis inis-aietec norte eiviareiaierene tee 
Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences .............. 2 
Buchel COMERS Mee Gam. sank) Was najea ean eimem mois net 
Califoritiay Uiiversit ys Ob sac ios ye qersarncreaisavecrne avteoaie: 
CrCl els W MIVELSILY, Ol sac a eosieeid cy cra nereth oracle: 
oloradors griculttiral- College.) ss. cwcsvcierimiaviviwceteee 
Colorados University Ol.so.n cence nee ehlapasinatieccee 
AC OMT ANU NLVETSILY Gs ras cn vNlew ea erence vavaceraiacorwre sealers I 
Corie le Wm Versi ti yee teraiers ae Boy cnoraausisinicia.cidvmererioe aimee etenee 
PAT EMFO TEM COM eS eacteh syane oper eslentcttorsrcparouners a aie ieralcabeasers I 
Ar vatd sONiversity.tayciecclera « sreve.aue dle a maysreinece} cle eletelelers ie 
MMTOTS GW ALVETSILY OL, .-metets aasiecsie et erate fovencs oiearetert orale exe 
Imperial University, Tokio, Japan ...........0.+ +00. 
POW Ape UTLEY CESIE Ys OL om eracorcarexntne oi vecun: oven oeaicte aeielatelaelietatorai I 
elated: StattOLds UW TLVELSIL Ys crereracrorn a qersier eerie enevenaore I 
VEC Ul Wind VEESUEY me ararecieroiarere. 010 fo cine: ocvieieis: #19 slvinieininisisuvieie 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology...............- 
Michigan Agricultural College... onc cscneesersene I 
Mitel aris Colle serOf MATES: 1 ss spoim neve snenelneraceicieietniss ere 
Mivelticarin Wilversity. OL ..a 00 nsimee nieeuevorarrs cia oe elnscici< I 
Mount Holyoke: College 5 as.+ ncucisteein ateiwislaia iv viersro le «rai 
Nebraska, Untyersitty Olson con vtaercccinv-niac.cjslonlatwivie@leeinzs if 
INewa VOT ka Un1 Versi ty, OL jo are. ctcirdiomnnianr oekwieiesisiere erie I 
Northwestern University .........scsscccssercseeieee I 
MIT vet: COM Sierarcave/ep eco: oi ove vin stake) evel ai of errs sielnl=r a ele oe exe's 
Pennsylvania, University Of..........ceeeeeeereeerees 3 
PriTICStOH WAVELSILY: arise eno nlco1o 2 ci ieieleun leis claws eneloreter eis I 
Utah Agricultural College .........2sseee eee eeeeer rene 
Werimiont, University Of 2.2.0.2. ccceccsccsseecnscencce 
Wisconsin, University Of ........ccccereec re ecenecees 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute ...........e sees eee 
Vale University ..... 000 cenencrccnvenmrmnrrssesuneres I 


eee eee eee eee corer ees 


Libraries— 
Aberdeen, Scotland, Public Library .............s000: 
Alameda, California, Public Library..........-+.+eee- 
Allegheny, Carnegie Library .......-sseeeeeeeeeeeees 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, Public Library ........+-++. 
Ashton-under-Lynn, Eng., Heginbottom Library...... 
Atlanta, Ga., Carnegie Library........seeeseeeeeeeeee 
Baltimore, Enoch Pratt Library.......seveessseeeeeee 
Bates College Library ........ cece cree eee ene ee eenees 
Big Rapids, Mich., Phelps Library........+-+++++++++ 
Birmingham, Eng., Free Library .....+.+0+eeeeeeeees 
Boston, Athenaeum Library «1.1... seeee rece eee eeees 
Boston, General Theological Library ........+.++++-+s 
Boston Public Library......cccee eee eee eee eeeeeeees 2 
Bowdoin College Library .....6. sect ee ener ne veeees 
Braddock, Pa., Carnegie Library........ssseeeeereees 
Bradford, Pa., Carnegie Library .......seeeceeeeeeees 
Bridgeport, Conn., Public Library ......+-+, ee Wee 
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SS ee 


Vols. 


Brookline Public Library . 2.2... ccs. nceascencestesce 
Brooklyn, Pratt Institute Library .............. paaoue 
Brooklyn Public Library .......seeseeee ese eceeeereee 
Buffalo, Grosvenor Library ............: Sedecnereaehees 
Pitialo: PUDMC LADEAL Y= arccctore sos + cle civio \sls cuateveycualgistelets 
Burlington, Vt., Fletcher Library.........0...0+--++- 
Cardiff, Wales, Public Library........eseeessenececee 
Chicago, John Crerar Library..............-eeeeeeees 
Chicago, Newberry Library. ..........--ssseeeseeeoes 
Chicago Public Wibrary .7.c5 0002s 0e55+ nceeseuw umes 
Gincinnatt Pablic Wibrarys.. oc. .ice sec cleierstterrenie ae 
@levelandsPublicsWibrary weaccc a2 ns deere eaters 
Wold waterspublickkAbrany «e+ cece select select 
Columbia University Library... -2.....3.6..--e0sereee 
Columbus Ohio ePub lich A praty je <veieeereren cin riers 
roy deny Hg UDC RDLAIy cx cressraieesevtotiyninlesslenelesvacts 
Waytoi = Olio PUbUCsIDranyi cracls lala cenit eerate 
Mecattitlilsee Mole Mt Diaby ce oc mec wit erent eerie 
District of. Columbia Public Library... ... 12 cs cs seein 
Drexelenstitutewgieary sercecess cscs misicieiests nein peeniate 
Duluthseabllewibrary a. sees saceee sc ieeeeeaeerers 
Brie Gras Public ibrary «aici «e<ir« « viatercie O gatelore) eres dees 
ID heey rovny ILE a AiollOaMloriaes ooygoonunbooss coal Cac 
Germantown, Pa., Friends’ Free Library ............. 
Grand=Rapids: PublicW brary, sc < crise clei ctcleriorsleio rere 
Hackensack, N. J., Johnson Public Library........... 
amiltou Ont. ce blic= library a. 1 mtos einiepsrinysisiere iors ore 
Earttord se ublic yk: Abrar ys cn tance oacreestss ave aisle eretenst eraraee 
PanvardsOniversityelDLAty aves. san dele stele erieetee 
HaveriileMasss, Public iibrat-y< ss cic we eis series 
Helena, Montana, Public Library 
Indianapolis Public Library 
iowa lasonic AVorary <. rcie< 5 uence se lee eae eae 
jersey. City Publics Laibraryior, a. <inceressicie eicieener ei 
Kansas Gity Public msibratry,.\..-stciomni hee ree 
Watayette, nd. ebiblic bibtatys. cess dese ermmelaieies 
Lawrence, Mass., Public Library 
incon pens. vbublicdyibtary .. espe cet eeeulecree 
London, Eng., St. Bride Foundation Institute Library. 
London, Eng., Finsbury Public Library ....,......... 
London, Ont., Public Library seine 
WosrAneeles Public Wibrany acc. a ents see oes ane 
Lynn, Mass., Public Library 
Madison. Wis., Hree Milbraryni4. 5). ees once eee 
Maine State: Wibtraty..ac.mams ein cscek cae hte ee Be) 
Manchester hs, Pablicu jbrarya.. sec s+ as acer 
Manckester, iN. c., Public ivibrary eee. a user aeetes 
Michimaniotater library ace osiee citi i ore eae 45 
Michigan University Library 
Milwaukeet Public hi thtany. sires ice atelier eran 
Nanneapolis;Publicwhabraty... cts «eo uve 
New Bedford, Mass., Public Library 
Newselavenbublicelibtary san cies et en ee 

New Jersey state Labrary..\..'5..4.< uc casein coment eee I 
New South Wales Public Library 
New York City Aguilar Library 
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Te ee tee cer wesvecunene 


Com eee cece seceecsserecs 


BREW eV Ot StAte A MDIALY o.5¢ 05s) Soca Seco caeene ven II 


Cem ere eves esve eee 


Plymouth, Eng., Free Public Library......0..525.0: 
Hortiand, Ore, -bublies ibrarys. 1.1 eacn can en 
Portsmouth, Hne,, “Public dibraty: snc. 2 aces e.c sdeue 
Poughkeepsie, Adriance Memorial Library............ 
Providence A thenaeuin library. en... nse teens co oe 
ELGvieleneeree Ubi CeLlDrarys se iesisiei ci siceeeet. a aa ee 
Oninieysoull ebubliculabraty.o, mare ens ene 
Rochester, No Yi.) Reynolds: Wibrary.f....casa<unss a0 
NAckamenitosbUpucHAbrarynae etme doen meat ons ee 
Dea OSeplLEe LO. UD LCeLAbrary a. 1cec lenin ron ater 
Stel onisHMercantilelyibraty ac cncecnen cee 
See WOuis-ed Die Libary: cu seniseemsisioaenie poe ae en 
Sey Lau eeUbiic bAbrary samemedonicee race oe or oe 
wdlesmie Vass erublice Llbraryec micas ace tice aoe 
Ham Prancisco Eubliie: Library 72. dear secre cess acts oes 
SCLAML OPEL OLICHADTA Ly aspen ec oe ola I 
Somerville; Mass: Public: Libratyz -...1o¢clstussesise oo 
Sprugticld sass: Public Wibtaty. ac. iaceeeraice ese ase 
Syracuse Public Mibrarycc nace savin Gaba wieeeiee 
MAtintOnmE UDC LM ADLALY as «aerscicvaee ei aie es isl actor 
Rokiow [apan,miperials Mibtary a... \e saris viieia severities 
PEOLONCOMMUDIICH LD Iat yi wia<1< wrerercisn ain aistece a nar exarata elect 
Warren County, Ill., Library.......... naar casruteieerene ers 


Washington Library of Congress.................205- 5 


Waterbury, Conn., Bronson Library.................. 
Westtainster, Hug. Public Library s..2. scan. + one cris 
Wilkesbarre, Osterhout Library...............0--00: 
Wilmington, Delo, Institute dibraty sms 1 cence « 
WindsorcOntzerublic TAbraty.sn. cece vcs esate 
Worcester County Waw Dibrary... 6... a. cc caw ces somes 
Worcester, Mass., Public Library........ BRL Se a eR ocpreie 
Yale University Library...... sien cietelsere s etateeste si KEIO’ 
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FORTIETH 
ANNUAL REPORT 


PUBLIC LIBRARY 


OF THE 


CITY OF DETROIT 


MICHIGAN 


FOR THE YEAR 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND FOUR 


a a a 
; , 


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 


OF THE 


PUBLIC LIBRARY OF DETROIT, 1904. 


MEMBERS ADDRESS TERM EXPIRES 
Maynarp D. Foiuin.......... 24 Charlotte Avenue ........Jan. 1, 1905 
PANES Ie SCRIPPS: serosa: s 598 Trumbull Avenue ........Jan. 1, 1906 
GEORGEOSIUS ).-.2.c.+-- 22> cole wields Aventie + anetnn oon) alee LOOK) 
Eucene A. BRESLER.......... 32 Lafayette Avenue ........ Jan. 1, 1908 
STuNEVO Mitte ss, 2062 20° Bank Ghambers: 2. 9) ..iees Jan. 1, 1909 
Diviz B. DuFFIeLD........... 714 Union Trust Building.....Jan. 1, 1910 


Giipert P. Jounson, M. D... 621 Sixteenth Street, (ex-officio). 


OFFICERS OF THE COMMISSION, 1904 


MAVNARHS 1)! HOLDING ccs scie unt euieeele hesiaent 
JAMES. Mice SCRIPPS «4010 <0 nies dns caes's'e s VICERP resident 
IDIViE sy ED UREIBLD se qegtectae vaclanr-outluanar DeCLetaGN: 


STANDING COMMITTEES, 1904 


On Administration—Messrs. BresLer, Ostus, DUFFIELD. 
On Books—Messrs. Scripps, BRESLER, Ostus, MILLER, 
On Finance—Messrs. Ostus, MILLER, JOHNSON, 


Librarian and Superintendent. 
Henry M. UTtey. 


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 


OF THE 


PUBLIC LIBRARY OF DETROIT, 1905 


MEMBERS ADDRESS TERM EXPIRES 
James E. SCRIPPS.........000 598 Trumbull Avenue ........ Jan. 1, 1906 
RORGE OSIUSucs is sans sscmtelns 227 Field Avenue ............ Jan. 1, 1907 
EucEene A. BRESLER........-- 32 Lafayette Avenue.........Jan. 1, 1908 
SIDNEY dee MILLER: as. sete arerererote 20. Bank Chambers’. 3......-e ate oe 
Pravin B. DUFFIELD Ss 4.2). cmoree 714 Union Trust Bldg........ Jano l LILO 
HERBERT BOWEN .......-+-200- 618 Moat Bideiweoe. coe eee Jan. 1, 1911 
JosrepH P. SHIVERS............ 388 Campbell Avenue (ex-officio). 


OFFICERS OF THE COMMISSION, $905 


JAMES” EC SCRIPPS. S30 Jock seen see eee ETESIGenE 
(GEORGE: OSIUS sos tras densnac eure Vice-President 
DIVIED Bs DURFIELD na anaemia Secretary 


STANDING COMMITTEES, 1905 


On Administration—Me_ssrs. Ostus, DUFFIELD, SHIVERS. 
On Books—MEssrs. BRESLER, Miter, BowEN. 
On Finance—Messrs.. Miter, Bresier, Ostus. 


Librarian and Superintendent. 
Henry M. Uttey. 


THE LIBRARY STAFF 


MELE AU tea Cah ax vals Cate SUG etek eae AA Oe RT Sa Henry M, Uttey 
PES EAS SStatts Librarianee nase a once eee Lucian B. GILMoRE 
Second. Assistanteleibraniany...iccchaue sens aoe »SARAH A, COCHRANE 
sinrdw Assistants LADEATIAIl cities +) assoc «os eee ae eee HELEN C. BATES 
Abi Gatiatics OCCL ELA Yan miapspsoc ds easyer ele ae re nk a eM GERTRUDE LEE 
Books @om«nttee S  SeCLebary: ca cca oes ce cath ce ieee ene HELEN C. Bates 
Superintendent, Catalogue Department.............. SaraAH A. COCHRANE 


Assistants, Catalogue Department: 
Marie GANLEY, Graciz B. Krum, Isa L. Partcu 


Superintendent, Reference Department...................2- Lizzi Hurst 
Assistants, Reference Department.... KATHERINE G. Linc, Suste Epwarps 
Superintendent, Circulating Department................ Hevten T. KELLEY 
Deputy Superintendent, Circulating Department........ ANIELA B. Poray 


Assistants, Circulating Department: 
SaraAu FE, Dott, Lottie BorEHNLEIN, Maset J. Ramsay, Zaria M. 
ADAMS, ELizaBeTH NELSON, GRACE PARKER, ETHEL S. Murray, 
BELLE M. CHAFFEE, JOSEPHINE O’FLyNN, RHoDA P. FARQUHARSON, 
FLorENCE B. Seymour, ELizABETH Briccs, GRACE ROBERT, NATALIE 
Hutton, JANETTE MILLER, EmiItie Ross, EVANGELINE PEIRCE, 


Superintendent, Children’s Department...............--.+. Mary COoNoveR 
Assistant. Children’s Wepartinent a... stents «1 easier eis AGNES SAVAGE 
Superintendent, Branch Depattinent. 3.5% 2252. -. vie... wack Jessie C. CHASE 
Assistant branche Departinentijadg. «pease lec earcecte = EstHER Epwarps 


Branch Librarians: 
Mary Myter, AticeE H. Wricut, AGNES WALLS, FRANCES CURTISS, 
HELEN M. Warp. 
Branch Assistants: 
Harriet THomas, Emit Aprx, MAE ARMSTRONG, CAROLYN POPPLE- 
TON, ELten E. Kine. 
Superintendent, Periodical Department............... ALBERT S, WINKLER 
Assistant, Periodical Departmenton «sie sian les dees ErHet M. CoLiins 
Messengers and Pages: 
Lorne Burpick, FreD GoopELL, WALTER JOHNSON, FRANK Hyatt, 
WILLARD SHUPTRINE, ALLEN BEAUFAIT. 


LIBRARIES 


CENTRAL, Gratiot Avenue, between Farmer and Farrar Streets. 

Telephones—Administration Dept., Main 1333 ; 
Book Dept., Main 3416. 

Brancu 1, Central High School, Warren Avenue, Corner of Cass Avenue. 
Telephone, Grand 2127. 

Brancu 2, No. 887 Gratiot Avenue, near McDougall. 
Telephone, East 1082. 

Brancu 38, Western High School, Scotten Avenue, near Porter Street. 
Telephone, West 938. 

Brancu 4, No, 284 Field Avenue, corner of Agnes. 
Telephone, East 729. 

Brancu 5, No. 800 Grand River Avenue, near Calumet. 
Telephone, Grand 1957. 


DETROIT LIBRARY COMMISSIONERS 
ELectep MEMBERS. PRESIDENTS IN SMALL CAPS, 


+CAMPBELL, JAMES V....... 1881-89 Harmon, Henry A........ 1889-98 
Chesebrough, Alfred ......1881-85 Conely,;,Wdwian dhe. eee 1891-95 
*Kiefer, Hermann . 1881-83 Lronarp, C. HENRI...... 1896-1901 
Lewis, Alexander ........1881-87 GRAY JOHNS... saree 1897-1902 
+Lothrop, George V. N.....1881-85  Crarx, Joun E.......... 1898-1903 
*Wilkins, William D....... 1881-82 Fortin, Maynard D.....1899-1904 
Barboursleve lorcet 1882-89 Scripps,’ James? A. cen el 9002 see 
*BUTZEL, MAGNUS ....... 1883-1900 Osius, George ...........1900-.... 
Bowen, Herbert .......... 1885-97 Bresler, Eugene A......1902-.... 
tMarsh, Joseph A.......... 1885-86 Miller, Sidney T........ 1903-.... 
Hosmer, GEORGE S.....:... 1886-96 Duffield, Divie B........ 1904-.... 
Wit.ts, RicHarp Storrs. .. 1888-99 Bowen, Herberteessseeee 1905- 
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS. 

*Pirnane, Michael’ 2... ..0....- 188 Clark, John Evy. eee salscteae 
Angell, (George R...... 0... 1881-88 “Pitkin: Caleb S. a eee 1896-97 
Warner @arlose Ey. sanesnie. 1882-88 Craig, Thomas’ Gi... 0. see 1897 
Walker, Charles I......... 1883-85 McGregor, William H..... 1897-98 
Gartner George. cs jceee een 1885-86 Henderson, Thomas ...-.. 1898-99 
Harmon, Henry A.........1886-87 Smith, lorace Gna eeee 1899-1900 
Moore, William V.........1887-89 | Marschner, Edward F. ..1900-1902 
Voigt, William, Jr.........1889-90 Newton, Lumus C.......1902-1903 
Adair, William ...1890-91, 1892-93 Johnson, Gilbert P...... 1903-1904 
Hoyt;, Benjamin WR... .. +. 1891-92 Shivers, Joseph P....... 1904-.... 
eeleym ames: Wien aceoes 1893-94 


*Died in office. 
tResigned. 


Report of the President 


Lo the Honorable the Board of Education of the City of Detroit: 


GENTLEMEN—Herewith we beg to hand you the fortieth an- 
nual report of the Detroit Public Library covering the year 1904, 
now happily finished. 

In addition to the usual statistics touching the work of the 
Library in detail, you will find a short table comparing our ex- 
penditures and business with those of most of the important 
libraries in the country. 


Table of Statistics 


_ Comparative library statistics for 1903 of ten cities of somewhat similar size and 
situation: 


Buffalo Cincinnati Cleveland Detroit Milwaukee 


Population, Census of 1900 352,387 329,902 381,768 285,704 285,315 
No. volumes in library.... 208,969 233,744 208,981 186,449 145,781 
Home circulation ..,..... 1,085,522 747,495 977,938 669,375 545,466 
Total expenditures ...... $88,956 34 $98,886 95 $131,825 92 $51,885 84 $59,807 44 
For books, serials, binding 27,519 96 23,933 16 30,032 76 16,174 92 16,596 43 
Pict as Mipdatetes of Mas cceiapehes. Ac 45,446 35 39,217 51 54,582 55 29,173 80 33,968 03 
General maintenance ..... 15,990 03 35,736 28 77,210 61 6,487 12 9,242 98 

Minneapolis Newark Pittsburg San Francisco St. Louis 
Population, Census of 1900 202,718 246,070 321,616 342,782 575,238 
No. volumes in library .. 136,359 89,705 _ 180,702 150,884 165,658 
Home circulation ........ 522,079 428,564 607,442 792,209 902,768 
Total expenditures ....... $56,642 03 $55,889 54 $120,012 92 $66,142 67 $69,261 92 
For books, serials. binding. 12,221 64 15,511 36 25,325 84 15,161 73 23,186 96 
PSALMS Os cw eld © i sive t a se 26,460 79 27,242 36 Fee easy are mates 38,368 65 29,306 46 
General maintenance .... 17,959 60 13,135 82 *94,687 08 12,612 29 16,768 50 


*Salaries not separated from maintenance expeiises. 


From the standpoint of economy our showing will fill you with 
justifiable pride: but economy is not the only thing to be consid- 
ered. You will see, from this table, that in nearly every other 
city a higher degree of importance attaches to library work than 
in our own; and a more generous proportion of the public fund 
is devoted to the support of such institutions. Whether the liber- 
ality of more progressive cities in this respect is advisable is, of 
course, open to discussion; but it is certain that the present allow- 
ance is not sufficient to keep us among libraries of the first class, 
where it should be our ambition to be. 

During the time that our funds for the current year were 
under discussion it was held by the Corporation Counsel that the 
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city could not legally now devote more than the statutory fifth of 
a mill for library purposes, however urgent the necessity might 
be for additional funds. The past year has demonstrated the 
growing importance of the Branch Library system, the efficiency 
of which it will soon be impossible to keep up unless greater lati- 
tude be allowed in providing for library expenses. This will, it 
seems to me, be the most urgent need to be considered in revising 
the Act under which the Commission is now operating, which 
should be amended by the present Legislature so that the manda- 
tory allowance may be increased by such amounts as the Commis- 
sion may deem necessary to properly carry on the library work, 
provided that such increase shall have the approval of the Common 
Council and the Board of Estimates. 

It is probable that in the future, along the lines suggested by 
Commissioner Scripps, a more complete divorcement of the Refer- 
ence and Circulating Departments will be found advantageous. 
Should a new building be provided by the City it would then be 
possible to maintain at the present convenient location the Central 
Division and Head of the Circulating Department, while the Ref- 
erence Library could be removed to some safer and quieter spot. 
This would put the more valuable books out of the way of possible 
destruction by fire, a continued menace in the present building, 
and also leave room for a proper Children’s Department, which is 
now crowded to an uncomfortable and unsanitary degree. 

I am still of the opinion that it would be an advantage to have 
the scope of the Circulating Department enlarged to take in the 
entire County of Wayne, with frequent and regular deliveries of 
books to each postoffice or other convenient point for the villages. 
By this means those who live near Detroit would secure a very 
valuable privilege at a comparatively slight expense. In case this 
change were made an amendment to our Act making the statutory 
library tax apply to the whole county would be necessary. It would 
enable the Library to follow up the educational work of the 
District School System as has been done in the Cincinnati 
Library for some years. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


M. D. Fotin, President. 


Report of the Librarian 


To the Detroit Library Commission: 

GENTLEMEN—The statistical tables which are given as ap- 
pendices to this report show that during the year just closed the 
library has made substantial progress. The number of card hold- 
ers has increased to a notable extent. The number of books 
drawn out for home reading is more than in any preceding year. 
Two new branches were opened. The recovery of a portion of 
the money lost by the failure of the City Savings Bank and the 
defalcation of our treasurer in 1902 has enabled the board to meet 
all its expenses and to improve the library service in many desira- 
ble ways. 

The hope that something might be done to make available the 
generous offer of Mr. Carnegie in 1901 to furnish to the city 
$750,000 for library building purposes has not been realized. 
Meanwhile the library management is doing the best it can in 
cramped and inconvenient quarters, with its shelf room rapidly 
approaching the vanishing point, and with its branches estab- 
lished in small store buildings rented for the purpose and unsatis- 
factory in many ways, rather than in commodious and attractive 
buildings of their own, as they should be. All these things make 
it more certain that the day is not far off when the people of the 
city must see that the good name and standing of Detroit as 
an intelligent, enterprising and prosperous municipality, inev- 
itably require the raising of funds sufficient to put the library 
on a footing to compare creditably with similar institutions in 
neighboring cities. 

Sewers, street paving, grade separation and water supply are 
undoubtedly of prime importance. But it is also important that . 
the city shall be made attractive and desirable as a place of resi- 
dence by attention to the intellectual and esthetic side of life. 
We have some pride in our public schools and the people have 
not been niggardly in providing for their wants. Fine buildings 
and up-to-date equipment characterize them. A liberal sum has 
been drawn from the public purse within the past year to enlarge 
the Museum of Fine Arts. An expensive aquarium and con- 
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servatory have been added to the attractions of our chief public 
park. Surely the time of the library must come by-and-by. Then 
the influential citizens who said, ‘““We are no beggars; when the 
city needs new libraries it can build them itself and will not 
call on Mr. Carnegie or any other outsider to help,” will come to 
the front with characteristic energy and prove that their words 
were not empty air, but uttered in good faith. Meanwhile the 
day is at hand when they should be moving. 


Book Accessions 


The whole number of books added was 14,037, the withdraw- 
als, worn out, etc.; were 2,037, leaving the net increase 12,000, 
and bringing the total number in the library up to 198,449. The 
opening of two new branches was responsible for the purchase 
of nearly 5,000, while 3,000 more were added to the other 
branches and the public school collections. All these are dupli- 
cates of books already in the Central Library. The net additions 
to the latter were 6,210. 

The distribution of the books among various languages is as 
follows: German, 7,001; French, 4,243; Polish, 1,464; Bohem- 
ian, 154; Spanish, 137; Italian, 117; Dutch, 44. The remaining 
185,289 are English, with the exception of those in Latin, Greek 
and a few in the minor languages. 

In Appendix B will be found the details with respect to the 
additions to the library, their distribution among the several 
classes, etc. 


Use of the Library 


The number of readers’ cards registered was 10,855, the 
largest of any single year in the history of the library. The 
whole number of valid outstanding cards on the Ist of January, 
1905, was 38,872, an increase from the same date a year ago of 
5,094. It may be said by way of explanation that this increase 
is due to some extent to the opening of two new branches, but 
probably more to the practical doing away with the age limit. 
The board early in the year amended the rule so as to give the 
librarian, in his discretion, authority to issue cards to children 
under 12 years of age. The librarian established the policy of 
issuing cards to such children under 12 as brought with their 
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application the approval of parent or teacher, either in person or 
by written note. The children thus applying are rarely under 10 
years old. The practical result of the rule is to reduce the age 
limit to 10 years, with the proviso of approval of parent or 
teacher. 

The home circulation of books reached the total of 669,375, 
an increase over the next preceding year of 151,021, and of the 
largest circulation ever before recorded of 134,442, or 29 per cent. 
and 25 per cent., respectively. This increase is undoubtedly due 
to a large extent to the opening of two new branches, but it 
shows itself in every department of the library. In spite of 
the opening of new branches, which might be expected to draw 
away some patrons of the Central Library, the latter shows an 
increase of 18,211, of which increase nearly 6,000 appears in 
the children’s department. The circulation through the schools 
has also gone back to its normal, showing an increase from the 
next preceding year of 16,378. It will be remembered that the 
smallpox epidemic in 1903 cut down the school circulation to 
the lowest point in many years. 

The records show that beside the 669,375 books drawn out for 
home reading, 881,220 were used in the library itself, making 
the total use of bound books 1,550,595. Beside the bound bocks 
231,898 current periodicals were used, making the grand total 
use of the library 1,782,493. Of the reference use of books, 
523,843 were used at the Central Library, and 357,377 in the 
several branches. 

Details of the circulation will be found in Appendix C. 


Children’s Department 


This department has shown an increased use, compared with 
recent previous years. With the consent of the proper authori- 
ties neatly framed cards advertising the department were hung 
in the hallways of the nearby school houses, public and parochial. 
The superintendent of the department and her assistant have as 
opportunity offered visited public schools on the request of teach- 
ers and have addressed the children on books and reading, giving 
practical advice, which shows results in the increased interest in 
the matter. 

During the summer an inventory of the books was made. 
It showed 7,194 books belonging to the room, of which 356 were 
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not accounted for. It will be borne in mind that the shelves are 
arranged around the wall entirely exposed to all in the room. 
With only two attendants, and at certain hours but one, it 1s 
not surprising that some books should disappear. In all proba- 
bility there has been unauthorized borrowing and that some of 
the missing books will come back. So far as money value is 
concerned the loss is small. The distressing feature of the case 
is that temptation too strong for some children to resist has been 
placed before them. 


The plan of Saturday afternoon talks to the children, inau- 
gurated several years ago, has been continued through the year, 
except during the summer months, with great success. Though 
no effort is made to attract a large attendance, because of the 
inadequate accommodations, the room is invariably packed as full 
as it can hold. A suitable lecture room would be a great boon, 
not only for children, but for adults as well. The talks during 
the year were as follows: Miss Irene Farquhar gave three upon 
the Nibelungen Ring, stories from Norseland, and one upon 
Hans Christian Andersen. The stories were appropriately illus- 
trated with pictures. Rev. John McDowell told about the coal 
mines of Pennsylvania, of which he had familiar acquaintance in 
early life. Alderman David E. Heineman told the children 
about an “Afternoon in Africa.” Dr. Joseph P. Sill talked about 
“Life in Korea.” Miss Emily Gillmore, supervisor of nature 
study in the public schools, told of “Nature’s preparation for 
the winter.” Miss Alice V. Guysi, supervisor of drawing 
in the public schools, gave an illustrated lecture on “Books 
and Reading.” Miss Farquhar started another series with “An 
Afternoon with Chaucer,” followed by four “Readings from the 
Canterbury Tales.” These talks occupy twenty to thirty minutes 
each. They have been invariably listened to with the closest 
attention. Of course, they interrupt the regular work of the room 
for the time being, and for this reason it is thought best not to 
have them more frequently than once in two weeks. 


Picture bulletins have continued to be a feature of the room, 
as heretofore. Birthdays of noted men and holidays have been 
appropriately illustrated. A bulletin on the Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition was an interesting one and attracted a great deal of 
attention. Suitable reading lists accompanied all these bulletins, 
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They drew the attention of the children to good books and re- 
sulted in extensive use of those books. 


An electric fan was installed early in the summer and added to 
the comfort of the room during the heated term. 


Branches and Schools 


Two new branches were opened. On February 1st Branch 4 
was opened at 284 Field avenue, and on March 1st Branch 5 was 
opened at 800 Grand River avenue. Both these branches are 
more than two miles distant from the Central Library. They 
brought into touch with the library many people who had before 
made no use of it. These branches are in temporary rented 
quarters which are not adapted to library purposes in any sense 
of the word, except that they provide a resort where library 
books may be procured and exchanged. The reading facilities 
are inadequate and ill lighted. There are no opportunities for 
lectures or other forms of instruction. Each branch was equipped 
at the outset with about twelve hundred books, and these have 
been added to quite regularly since the opening. The circulation 
of all has been much larger than anticipated. 

Branch 1, located in the Central High School, was the first to 
be opened in this city. It has pleasant quarters on the ground 
floor of the building, with entrance direct from the street. The 
room being needed for school purposes, it became necessary to 
make arrangements for the removal of the branch. Fortunately 
the Board was able to contract with the owner of a vacant lot to 
erect a building for the purpose. He was willing to meet the 
wishes of the Board as to the plan and arrangements of the build- 
ing, with the proviso that it should be in such shape as to be 
readily converted to business uses when no longer wanted by the 
library. The location is quite satisfactory, being on Woodward 
avenue near the Boulevard. It is expected to be ready for occu- 
pancy early in March. The people of the North End are quite 
enthusiastic over the prospect of having the library in its new 
location and will evidently show their appreciation by making 
extensive use of it. 

Late in the year a contract was made with the Automobile Ex- 
press Company by which that company makes a daily delivery 
to, and collection from, each branch. Quick runs are made and 
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the service has been satisfactory. Leaving the library every morn- 
ing at 9:30 the round trip is made by one o’clock P. M. By use 
of the telephone books may be ordered in the morning and de- 
livered at a branch within an hour or two. The circulation from 
the Central Library through the branches as delivery stations 
formed a considerable item of the total circulation for the year. 

The service through the public schools has continued as here- 
tofore. The circulation shows a considerable increase over the 
previous year, which, owing to exceptional circumstances, fell off 
notably. The use of library hooks in the schools grows steadily 
in favor. It is highly approved by the Superintendent and Prin- 
cipals and many of the classroom teachers are taking an active 
interest in training their pupils in the choice of books and good 
reading. 

Catalogues 


The whol: “hile ‘mber of cards added to the catalogues was 36,- 
340, which i: 4S les 17,735 at the branches; 29,909 of the cards 
were hand- gen 5, 7,642 typewritten, 1,591 were Library of Con- 
gress pri stian A 5,70 A. L. A. printed cards, and 1,238 gov- 
ernment { Pictt, printed cards. 

The -,"" supplement to our general printed Catalogue was 
brought out in June. It makes 946 pages and corresponds in type 
and style with the preceding volumes. 

A new Catalogue of books in the German language was issued 
in the summer. Both these catalogues included the books added 
to the library up to the beginning of the year. 

A new Catalogue of fiction has been prepared and a contract 
made for printing. It will probably be issued early in the com- 
ing year. 

The Public Library Monthly which was undertaken by a Bos- 
ton publisher probably did not prove very remunerative and at 
the close of the contract in September the publication was sus- 
pended. However, the public had discovered that it furnished 
desirable information of new books and so was disappointed when 
the publication stopped. The Board then decided to take up the 
matter and beginning with January, 1905, to issue a monthly bul- 
letin of new books. 

The annual bulletin of books added in 1904 has been made 
ready for the printer and will be issued as usual early in the 
coming year. 


LIBRARY COMMISSION REPORT OF 1904. 15 


Binding 


The whole number of books bound or rebound during the 
year was 6,549. All of these except 74, were bound by contract in 
outside binderies. There were 1,297 bound for the first time, at 
an average cost of .976 cents each. These included newspapers 
and other folios together with art books and books in the more 
substantial bindings to match sets. There were 5,178 books re- 
bound at an average cost of .4182 cents per volume. These were 
mainly fiction and juvenile books bound in cloth and plainly 
lettered, without ornament of any kind. 


The bindery repair shop in the building was operated as usual 
throughout the year, at a total cost of $1,235.35, of which $1,- 
226.00 was paid as salaries to employes and $9.2eqfor materials. 
A binder and two helpers were employed and theopprk turned out 
consisted of 74 books rebound, 24 resewed and inch ‘d and 16,863 
repaired. Beside this work all the pasting o-s, ana ~lates and 
labels was done, paper blocks and scrap’ so!!’’ The ‘sade and 
other supplies of that sort as needed. * 49 } 


The board has considered the question of doing all its bind- 
ing as well as repair work. There is no doubt of‘the convenience 
of such an arrangement, whereby the books could be kept in the 
building, to save the wear and tear of transportation through the 
streets and minimize the risk of loss by fire, as well as to serve 
the advantage of having a particular book at hand to be speedily 
made ready for use, if wanted. Whether there would be economy 
in doing the binding in this way could only be found out by ex- 
perience. Some libraries which do their own binding claim to 
save money. But conditions vary. The chief obstacle to making 
an actual test of the matter is lack of sufficient room in the build- 
ing. The present bindery repair shop could be enlarged some- 
what by removing a wall, but the additional space thus gained 
would be small. There has been a suggestion to build an addition 
to the rear of the present building for the Children’s department. 
If this were done the basement could well be planned for a 
bindery. This would have the advantage over the present 
quarters in the matter of light and ventilation. 
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The Staff 


An examination of applicants for employment in the library 
was held February 15th, when 70 persons presented themselves 
and 65 handed in papers. Nine were found to have attained a 
percentage of 75 per cent or upward, and were put upon the 
eligible list. Four have been given steady employment, two sub- 
stitute employment, one resigned, one declined and three are still 
on the waiting list. At the technical examination of apprentices 
in June ten candidates presented themselves, all of whom were 
successful. 


There were four resignations. Miss Bessie Brow, librarian of 
Branch 3, bade us adieu March 1st, married and has taken up 
her residence in another city. Miss Jane Palmer, who served as 
an assistant at Branch 5 from the opening of the branch, left in 
midsummer, called away by a death in the family which required 
her presence at home. Miss Caroline Heavenrich who was em- 
ployed in the Children’s Department, left the library June Ist 
with matrimonial intent, and Miss Rosalie Mumford, who re- 
turned to us in September after two years’ leave of absence to 
take a course at a library school, resigned to accept more lucra- 
tive employment elsewhere. 


The leave of absence to Miss Farquharson was extended an- 
other year to enable her to finish her course at the State Uni- 
versity. 

Seven members of the staff, with the Librarian, attended the 
Annual Meeting of the American Library Association at St. 
Louis, October 17-22, having been granted leave of absence for 
that purpose. 


The work of the library has gone on smoothly throughout the 
year. All the employes have shown a sincere desire to contribute 
to the success and usefulness of the institution to the best of their 
individual ability. . 


Donations 
Appended will be found a list of donors to the library and 


their several contributions. To all these the thanks of the Com- 
mission are due and are hereby tendered. 
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There have been no very notable gifts during the year. but all 
have been acceptable and have helped to add to the value of the 
library as a collection of books, as well as to show the good will 


of the givers. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
Henry M. Uttey, Librarian. 
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APPENDIX A. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


Balance on hand January 1, 1904................... $23,674 50 
Receipts— 
Gitye axes lO0S spree ones. sheers $ 4,887 62 
Citystaxes)<1904 de iacaisstslet sister 45,564 53 
. $50,402 15 
Dividends) trom City Savings (Banks vew.se.)-eme se 12,650 53 
County Treasurer, fines and penalties ............... 5,890 93 
stp rar ye ties asics «ates clic icrapeyare ae aimentebetene ele near 1,962 22 
BORMLOStEDOOKS es.) covets teens oe sierra chetiotenst «iba oicneeotc atte rere 118 48 
Porucatalogs SOldiy ucts cued ae eietoneer een ecb eteelere 106 85 
BOOKS SOL cissscts clreys ctecsnctelie ew neereiamepepetate ie) «erence te 51 20 
IPANETA SOM Pair die cvstsienas aoa maeea ce ete ieueeTetnetersnatan 13 80 
(Glee theserrs| (i miei amie eR eMac csc oNarclond ot ero mck! Ce 19 50 
Cae a Se AA ET TC RCE OIE OMAP NS aa Oe o Onn oaN Dene 4 41 
$71,220 02 
Rotalé receipts. ca tvsde acunctelsevelaiea ls see oe niin vas $94,894 52 
Motal expendittires.<.c2 00 a0. setae cue meieae monies en 64,528 19 
Balance on hand December 31, 1904............. $30,366 33 
Disbursements, 1904— 
IBOOK isi eine nistec ae cateiste ate Mt ciace ots Rafe REA eRe a eee $18,756 13 
Subscriptions ais ej ciae Ae nels eee De ete Seas Care 2,088 02 
Bindingpand wepairvof bookse+s sceneries cece eee 4,666 82 
REP AUE Salers sins vi cs-na siarars sale reeks cere ofl perenne eateteceere este ete 485 28 
ERSTE Beetle rca Ant Or SERA RO acest orc Sei laa, We ane ciee See 1,209 93 
Stationeryrand blanksys Scns uretack ence ne eam ener 660 73 
Paborjand supplies  nacciens on hoc actacie acne cere tare eerie 1,457 94 
IBOS tages fe See Las Pre ales ces ee nD one Cee te eee 220 14 
nrerght “and sex press oiie: vrs ar. eran aleve ener mentee 203 65 
IMUpgerabngouchaVoMheb.qubta wee Mme ADIs Lo odin ad aocHoe ne sic 1,638 21 
Salaries library; staff ™ Satine a eee ee eee eee 28,034 60 
Malaries,  JANItOLS ic Meretiteie oe Se ie en se ee 4,311 85 
NS akch sb q:bolol eer RRR ARMM cM Cror Meyer inter cis Ge cco 6.5.5 271 70 
Rent ......4.. MS bids 6 'F o-b.0l Sin /aitls ale magia ie We noi countess one ee 593 00 
Printinigvand pindingicatalog sia. sensei ete sae eee eee 3,411 60 
Printinge proceedings satid aneport seamen ere eer eee aaa 318 25 


Alterations to building 


ban(el cae cislsisl Daren ee oe a ee ae 980 00 
Cartage: tovbranches thi ean ac cele e ik ek ere 168 85 
Miscellaneous’ fim aia aiiavmts craan's erce icienorel otcle ener ae Raree 51 50 
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APPENDIX B. 


Boox Accessions, 1904. 


Number of Volumes, January 1, 1904............. 


Aid edie yc punc ase aye ciateretaleas ate sjovetele srs tre totavena eveltemierstetetetets 12,705 
Or i ee etre an re EARNS eR tA olen icc o< 712 
Binding orc ss velcro sh ara atorete cing lets eee tease terete 620 

Discarded— 

WOE SOUS so kre ae Se ee ee Ee en een etae 1,698 
IEOSE- all Dale sOmyeteenteraate cies iota teil steer tanecretetats 200 
Contarious. intectionm.:...7. cee sees ae ie oe 5 
Soldsandexchangedscr. sx tric neater oles teberoners re 134 


Number of Volumes January 1, 1905 


ee ee ? 


Net ADDITIONS. 


186,449 


14,037 


21)0,486 


2,037 


198,449 


The following shows the net additions during the year and the 


‘listribution of the whole number of books: 


Net Additions. Whole No. 


Gentral library sc Sih cy oe corsaee aoe tte San eee ae een Slavereratehe eee 4,584 171,008 
Jehib ote iwty (ond ep CE RT ee ME, So es oe a sngs 573 3,251 
SP ATIGH Gs NOON crane Sta crcneray rer etoncucone saiehe ecient eS i 3,924 
Branch NOx 2.48 oe iy bien wis sree nei oo cee PE eee 648 3,828 
rancho NiO. Aine accceree ale. s/s ior aiereiel sere tele cictetorne sive a ete 2,752 2,752 
Branch aN woncssyiei geass tatateteteiovnicha Aeheden eee nmin One 2,035 2,035 
Bublicyschoolsbibrariess.-.. «aac ca taee ae ae niece 531 11,651 

ERO bald barrels ca ctartos si ches erah oh fe reter cl RGR AEN chee eRe 12,000 198,449 


READERS’ CARDS. 


The following shows the number of readers’ cards issued in 
the years named and the whole number of valid cards now out- 


standing, cards being good for five years: 


HOOD. stents melas ats Chae ee eRe 7,088 
BOOT. «icity atlas athe ici ee Se een 6,857 
MOOD Sood Re 5's sie ue dyn case hea 6,835 
FOOD ite cite Ak «oie can Sanaa ees 7,237 
POO 52 Ge as cas Su ne lk ee ts er ne 10,855 


t 
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The following shows the gross additions of books by classes in 


1904: 
Main 
Library. 

Bipliooraphy 0... ea 94 
Wyclopedinsa ss Sete Lo ade. Mee 
Pemoticalsane sist see occ kee 113 
Philosophy tvno¢sltos «.stoee es 61 
TEAS GON ets nen Ae ae ea 194 
IO OOLOR Ys sence ncicteiehe brc. de biol 449 
EL OLOS Vagcrns..)s\see abet oe le 32 
SICnCE aes Sees eee 229 
WiserulvATisie: deiean.. liaew. 417 
HURTS MA ESM Sula Ges shovel Sa lete's 252 
Witernture mee om sen eee ee 256 
PtctOty tora ccna: tec nR 290 
Miravelencsaesteswh eee anette ee 260 
BOR Lap. saces cas aeeias wees cs 236 
CEM inet caysieete ws on 5 ae Rie Sate ea 1,241 
GRETIMATIE Ps de Se wee as kel eek 2 
WISE IHeho eee eerdeies wets tes oes 56 
PROMS IIa dats haapiekee's care Ohi bel oes 48 
Other Languages 2.6.50 a. «3. 
United States Documents..... 487 
Unused Duplicates .......... 85 

Totals wae. wit. etwas sims see 6.3 5,040 


Children’s Branches 


Department. and Schools. 


EEG 34 
35 346 
2 32 

8 77 
40 204 
29 

41 319 
15 200 
23 ais 
44 541 
60 524 
61 422 
24 417 
827 3,776 
725 

1 

3 

1,170 7,827 


Total. 


Following is a statement of the number of books in the li- 
brary in the several classes, with the net additions during the year: 


Bibliography i 
Cyclopedias 


eT OGIC AI SItny edeiel cre eusncrsremtieiers ei oes he rehetede 
MRTLOSOPHY i). cia os 2 wine eres od ios eeu 
RSRESIOTY "= merc eee co oR Oran 
SOCIOL SV mee ritin oo sa ae ole ow PaO See 
Hel O gy a Aad sie sure ais watershe oe lel barely 
RCICTICC mets) MAS © cin cine Mate els aiaia\s Gpereeye, 
MBicerea be ATES me chois oo hstanchechecen ins v1s ateperonat 
Be MAES Come h Bis cas aiscave, Fate clic. ove) otshorenenes 
WRRCEATUT Ont attr ato ccterds aa eel ee 


United States Documents.............. 
WUiiaseds Maplicdtes us nuietten ierleter pete 


) 


Ce ee er 


1903. Net Additions. 1904. 
2,849 139 2,988 
12,064 476 12,540 
2,925 98 3,023 
9,339 278 9,617 
17,078 692 17,770 
1,873 73 1,946 
10,056 575 10,631 
12,157 626 12,783 
5,725 444 6,169 
16,696 852 17,548 
18,500 825 19,325 
11,144 734 11,878 
13,822 680 14,502 
35,754 5,070 40,824 
9,202 87 9,689 
7,265 (Dec.) 49 7,216 
186,449 12,000 198,449 
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APPENDIX C. 
THE USE OF THE LIBRARY. 


Home Circutation sy Monrtus, 1904 
Central Branch Branch Branch Branch irae School 
2. 3 A, 5 


Library. a6 3 Library. Total. 
January ... 38,534 3,319 3,553 3,080 Piers .... 9,646 58,132 
February .. 82,552 3,218 3,874 3,196 3,100 .... 9,854 55,794 
March .... 41,245 4,120 5,255 4,120 4,514 4428 9314 172,996 
April ...... 82,426 4,007 4,486 4,147 4,415 3,701 10,699 63,881 
IMMlaysietctorete « 80,766 3,577 3,411: 3251 3467 3,076 (9587 Gnot0eo 
Nine Wc. 24,244 3,683 3,156 3,201 3,149 3,859 8,280 49,022 
ibis Markie ee 24,614 38,065 2,346 2601 2,730 2,628 .... 937,984 
August .... 25,477 3,096 2,084 2,869 2,439 2,570 38,535 


September.. 30,915 3,254 2,664 3,156 2,986 3,060 9,036 55,071 
October..... 28,894 3,591 3,467 3,842 3,770 3,366 9,570 56,500 
November.. 35,007 4,165 4,046 4268 4,032 3,784 12,546 67,848 
December... 28,559 3,674 3,858 4,189 3,682 3,512 9,053 56,527 


Total. .3873,233 42,769 42.200 41,920 38,284 33,484 97,485 669,375 
Booxs CrircuLaTED THROUGH BRANCHES. 
Of the total circulation of the books of the Central Library 
shown above, 12,717 were circulated through the branches as de- 
livery stations. Following are the details of these: 


Branch INO aes oi. Seer tnne eee cites 1,692 
Branch: Neviwaec.cst ite cote 120i 
‘Branch y INO; aac keer tee aeeer ere 1,860 
Branch, Nowa tense ce cepae s eOeR ee 1,950 
BranchoiNio: coismdeic.e nm ert met ene 525 
Etielbie Braich eric cers aoe eee 5,459 

OPA DA Te eat oe ea ae eee V2 7LT 

PERCENTAGE OF USE By CLASSES. 

Library Reading. Home Reading. 

, Adult. Juvenile. Adult. Juvenile. 
@yclopediass aaeee ss scl eee 5.04 02 als 
BeniOUiCal Sura pie tes ke ae OCS 5.00 1.07 $27 
Biiosophymeeeecs ede mee OO OL 1.01 OL 
Religion Soa G AC POO es 5.15 .18 1.14 212 
SOGIOLOS ys hie oh eee eee 5.76 61 1.65 .48 
Till oyear 5 Bk Section cetera: laa! 04 12 ee 
CIEH CO 6 a tama cd einven Ne 2 retee 5.85 fe 2 eR} .40 
BS Ses NEE cw oie nkee Soe eae 6.48 R335) 2-27 .18 
Pine nA Rts ire a7 oe heels Seems 6.61 64 1.81 Fall 
eiteratumenur etm ceva. sie eiice 6.88 1.34 aon 04 
PUISHOM VAN ciate occ ais teenie tomes 6.20 1.47 Dien 91 
PEA VCL ois. specie sie st eRe sei MOROD 1.07 1.81 04 
PIPE LAP HY 2 Ca Maes wemaitas | OOO 51 1.90 ol 
ECHO Minne vectors eethags forenoon as 1.88 5.96 55.95 16.02 
GGerimailony hie cance pach eee 58 < 2.91 neeine 
LRiARIG Nic Sa eh Ges apehaasend amon a 36 55 
BOlishe eric et eee ee 22 pee ean 
Other Lancudees a aocee eet ee 23 cori 14 
IMecdicirie eek ce cies mociawae eccieeeenerans 2.95 


81.18 18.87 79.91 20.09 
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Central Library 
Branch No. 1 
BLANCHE NOS Bite ck ae cma 
BranchaNOwayacmece one 
rancho NOsa nay pon ees 
DEANCUSEN On Om oe eet tee ce 


Liprary CIRCULATION, 


Schools Circulation. 
ISNIGRET EO Bae Beco ey eie 474 
PUTMUO Sten oelacs C Sisiea eres 1,719 
BAe LE yp iors: dieses srscc hs 517 
RESTO Wilsa tale ciate ciel «+ 2,017 
Bellefontaine ....... 721 
Bellevite: ds ccctec we < 383 
IBERI VIN: Telanrcwmssresis 1,468 
BSUS ODimec-Sovnestyo sires 2,515 
Browns ...:...0+- 799 
(GSaRP AU 2 sree 5: syeerehs. 1,072 
Garp bell ences e 22 oe 
(CRIB Bee Acs anergy See 1,989 
Ghaneys + Sa.cccets << 1,108 
(CES eR oc Reet 1,249 
CBT ECT bes cle vchens avi ws 378 
Columbian <...<.c: aay 
Gratiantion dae sale hie 522 
MOTESH ET 1 opaie. SNe tn: © ofoie. 53 
Sch. for the Deaf... 94 
IDrCkIMSOM sosost Sat O20 
ID eine (6 Ree aaa 2,331 
Estabrook 1,884 
IVeRCtt cccews cee 874 
atmbanles (ones atr. te 730 
Seb aney7 Ce Renae oer THES 
INGaae Bacon Otome Gee 1,499 
TEb Ne ae pore a ee 1,315 
MAT TIATNG! 1. ve seis © os 0 605 
ifiakolldhhy Se Aes ee ane 1,281 
Garfield . ides 
METIS & Share pel scasite-2e 1,854 
TATICOCKS, caine aren 1,120 
Relat Secstein ae wi aiehels 884 
VOUS TEONY «0.6.0 eres 1,268 
lib bard! va «sss dares 449 
NIA A syat setae « cay evetaie 1,173 
WaACkKSOM <a. beisss © 965 
WeaLerSOne. strc. he. 2,121 


Ce ee re re er ad 


Books. Periodicals. 
... 023,843 201,478 
44,980 8,230 
84,805 6,615 
90,956 6,360 
77,575 5,933 
59,061 3,282 
881,220 231,898 
Schools. Circulation. 
Johnstons, co ese ok 23 
TEINCOlIT ns cite cae 289 
Ley Sterar see ee 885 
McG raarne een ae 827 
McKinley ..aes sen 797 
Mckanstty meee ase 541 
Newberry’. ..%...0... 1,822 
Nichols : 138 
Norvell neces 1,541 
Jobn Owen via. eee 1,422 
Palmerioee cs aas os 1,502 
PaLKeWe ene ee tee 771 
Pine res tac. ae 1,062 
Patche tan. vance ir 1,008 
O. M. Poe 470 
Rotten vara wart en ae 389 
TESTO n center eset 924 
IRODELES Moma ce) ccteoett 1,059 
OSG Aeeeenr ees 842 
Russelisvnrc. ec eee 860 
SChPDSas a eer ts 947 
Smith 1,656 
MRA allure eer eee 1,384 
SHAerIe reticence ate 805 
Trowbridge a. .lite 1,058 
Wantiavike oes nan a neis 1,793 
Washington Normal 1,293 
Weebsterira. secur tant 261 
Woallkrittgesrccasi cui eee tOne 
Wal scree tetas eee tines 1,045 
68,417 
Centrale High eese.. 25,864 
Eastern High ...... 1,875 
Western High ..... 1,829 
Mkts [ere ae yea alice 97,485 
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APPENDIX D. 


Following is a statement of gifts to the library, showing the 
names of donors and the number of bound volumes and pamph- 


lets given by each: 
Vols. Pamph. 
JURGTE, LOO Ce i De ete eae ganinamatoordondcedstd 1 
Ampere, Drepbmile DetrOltnayscie «esiccls re let er cisie eictete 480 
American Anti-Vivisection Society ............... il 
American Congregational Association.............- 1 
American Laryngological Society............. eaeeers 
American Medico-Psychological Association........ 
American Pneumatic Service Co., Boston........... 
American Pomological Society..........-.....-...- 
American Printing House for the Blind, Louisville. . 
American Steam Pump Co., Battle Creek........... 
PSELCEESON wat.) WV LIS Ses CET Olt = aeuslatdes seer etree 
Armstronec\ ssociation, No Yu. «aes tac ea ies 
Aronstam, Dr. N. E., Detroit 
BakermVitginias Warren Rioters ss tone esis 
Balch asec hiladelphiaess sesame eerie 
Ballina Eyre DetrOres cue ucts ore ciaeslettaiel suey ree terete 
Barrettei se At SDCtrOltter sama ces atthe: aneae creer acer 
ates, Georee-W DetrOlts aamcck wick ocean eee 
Becelaereg ys Wee CtrOit ic. sons actelimie > cfeee sere eee 
Bersman, Or Joseph, Detroit: «0 .as.cnsase occ fee 
Bentley bce etr Otte mattis acme «oa ca eae rae 1 
Biddle, Dr. A. P., Detroit 
Biggs Drea rs Det Olt once cee ee ao anes eee ae 
BlverAnchon SocietysuNe Yio. nce oven aoe en eye eset 
Bolton, Sarah K., Cleveland 
Bonning, Dr. Carl, Detroit 
Heston yB Ook COMmpatiy- tic vstss a eterna ene 
Bostomelvealth. Wepartinent: a... mms ace cee leniee 
Boston Record Commissioners 
Boston Registry Department 
OStOT a Yiag ue GroA NU TIOIe «cre wire elepea eas aot meee 
Bowditchevic Ya 0M... De SBostont mcs ceeaeenit ee 
Breeze Publishing Company, Portland, Me 
Dreslerevww le, 1“ WEtroits. cass choemer alece ea: ere 
Bridges) ste New. YOLK «aca cmehacm ste. sci eee 
British South Africa Company, London............. 2 
Brow Mts Neel DetrGitce. “ecppncat cetera 68 
Brown & Sharpe Mfg. Co., Providence.............. 1 
Buffalo Charity Organization Society 
Bunker Hill Monument Association 
Burpee, L. J., Ottawa, Canada 
iBumrony. GhgMs.. Detroiter +..ktean eo ee cee eee 
Cadle, Cornelius, Cincinnati 


feet eh ek fet pe 


he Le — 
Jom ee 
Re em POH CODD 


Cs 


Qo 


= 
Dow Heo 


a ee rd 


® Skee DIS Oe 6 ele we else pi nly: aceim ule 


5 Sin cow cele 6.0) 6:8 pa ie See SUR Ode) 


rd 


— OTR De eee — 


Cr er ee aed 


CeO OCC Ct er eg 


1 
@anada, Department ot Agricultimes: ones ee mere 2 
Ganada-Wepartment oL Interiors. esc .ee sae il 
1 
2 


HA He 


Canada, Education Department 
Canada, Geological Survey 


Ce re rs 


#1940) e1er (elie) 6) (0\ 0) 0) wlth a! fale) 514) 6 fel 18 hte) ef ra 


cs 
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Oe Om SC a er 


ORCS Ct ee ee re ry 


ee ee ee 


Chicago Civil Service Commission................. 1 
Chicago-Municipal Library.........cccveesseeelve secs 

Chicago Union League Club............. erase SERS 

Geickering and Sens. BOstOtic:s é5:.05 a.acrewensmctorrane s 1 
Chili; Minister,of Public Instruction..2....460.00+oe 

Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce.........00+.0+-- 1 
Wivals Service Reform League... saccavccanscacell le 
Cleveland Boardsot Public: Servicecoacsosn0er ts oe 
ColonaleWars se SOctetysOl wesc acces. cece nu otters | 
Goncere Nes Be seEOltscycrtactacmcksorcren omit 
Connecticut State Board of Health................. 
Goopem Rey, David. M.., Detroit sass asscins vee 
oubertin: Pierre; Paris, Prance./. 3c oessncesowe 
Currier, Dr AG. Mtoe Vernon, No Ys nacene rosettes 
Gusta t GOndOn | bngy Scape aces ocd een ne 
Davidson, George, San-FranciscOs... a... o000css. oe ee 
PavAs weil eNnr ys, E FOVIGENCE score aisierscne sare ee RA 
Wavisw james. Min Ds Metnoits cians oe asieeene vests 
WerPeyster; Ia W atts, wN@w.. VOLPE s o2.5 6 1.06 Sece00 create 
Hetroit Association: of, Charities... .sce uapesteee cee 
Werroit Chamber of Gommerces,.iccceass ns teeenen «me 
Wetrow Hvenine NewS. casaceiecsc ses acca Goatacteeeter 
DCRLOIE SET EE REN ESS oro: :ocetss eiolier yeti oiniece nd oars miataatate Rev ets 
I EEBOLE a OUTTA. cores stecancuciow Serene op 2.1 SRO Re 
Detroit: MiuSetimsOr AT bars ces dco oe Susie. sso, s.0 mean ene wiciene 
ADVE EOE eb LUD UTE ates ee aie asleep syoneteireiann ova tor Soom was 4-e, MeL 
Wry deny Na beg NE watics IN: Jincsese centile catenars oatiets 
BDEtrt Vee WEES Me oD CEN ON barcratanace cata Severe ia wna eccrine 
Wufield Dr, George, Detroit...csidencrssacia ss cmebtors 
Dwinnell-Wright Company, Chicago................ 
Essex Institute: Salem, Mass. .c.cc- cen css nee esl 
Evans, Nelson W., Portsmouth, Ohio............... 
Field Columbian Museum, Chicago...............-. 
hrothingwan, Ore Gy, bs) Dettoitayaesehis).-toet oer 
Gaston, George T., City Clerk, Detroit............. 9 
(Soros, [Dye an Ue (Bede ee see Sen touaerboncaccas 
Grandi Rapids Civic Club ecremiacirete sions acinar east 
Great’ Britain, Patent Office. \..../02« asjemeieittleweieli-ins 
(Biscay Bin, Sooaey Metaioraonneconunonoodscoodsane 
Greisel, JOseohwWetroit. 6. v0. cite seca sinensis ss oir 
GurdeWry Adeline, Detroit. 7.20. op ee ee ee 
Tarmons Henry AL. Detroit, .. cuca. s chleaieaeslirets = 
Harrah, W. F., Des Moines, Ia... 20.0203. .0 0 % 
iSievanics 1 Dy, IDS 2aoyt Rpcioc dn Seee oC omen pdme an beice tyr. 
larrisonm, Garter blenG@iiGa SO syne s<re «/e alesis wine = cite 
arte Drs Detrolte shape ote mie wees teteiisayareietdenstals icy. 
Hickey, Dr. P. M., Detroit.........0.0sseeeeeeeeee 
Hitchcock, Dr. C. W., Detroit... ...........2..02.-5 
Holinsworth, C. B., London, Eng............-..+++- 4 
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Bloilisters Lallianeis, WertOit eres sees sate con oye eustetstarers 
Holmes, Alice a ersey..-City-acaemetejat aie islare vers semasuorte 
illinois cEstorical “SOctet ys scrsncs ele 61-1es vere eiheconestene 
Ultlinoisssabor. BuUreattss a. cae eras oieisslere ernst tele 
tadian sRights A SSOCiatlOn er. icesaieres suse eee 
indiatias Geolosicale Survey... «sone eels icesiererenarcts 
Indiana State Medical Society........<:.tmecns =< 
international Ya Me G.- A. Commnittee son) cis sien 
emninos mr. Gre DetrOits se cccec orl eres 
Ones Milne xe DOLL OIt hares outee eae stents isis vols ae 
Ieansaseotate: Boardof Aoriculture., curiae ciensnse tes 
Kino welonraio (Ce Brook ytine se sien siscisiiceto bree ater ane 
Aight et. Om EL. WetrOite ca. <ejevsistereie/ os seeisyesebatevente ers 
Koechli Vaade Go. New, Vork. < vos. oscempsreniee cranes 
Maw kev. Wark gblessel, Mich. cnccaecessrcieclesatsleraeies 
Beonstd Dro CG, HentimDettoit ae ue ee 
Lewis & Clark Centennial Exposition, Portland, Or. 
Wombardss Lows, «Switzerland. +\.sre oes 
Hong eA wy Ee New! Yorkige. cs06 + tas nce cee eee 
Bowell] ..Panl Minneapolis, ..2: ecse se ceie aes 
Moubet eDucide,sbaris, (Mrance.. vases eeniaec ene 
Miurdlowsiekla ben Chicago... eee ee eee eee 
Macmillan rp JerA.  Detroitene israel eae 
Maine Mabon aR urea tts, xssielss eestor a caters I a eee 
Mian nites Wis li) BOSTON. /).15 10+ stots iss 5 so cient ye 
Massachusettss board Ob Charity a.scds.oc eset seen 
Massachusetts Board of Health. ..¢.....c: waescdesee 
Massachusetts, Commonwealth of.................. 
Massachusetts Railroad Commission............... 
Massachusetts Record Commission................ 
Mavibtnyaeblone Winey C.. Hl etroltenw ec ycisenn otras 
Menshawrsla Geb TOOK Vilar cmicne cniencte canon ents 
Merchants’ Association of New York...........4.. 
Mencken Gomm News VOT sctyecrens os, ekaceier rete 
Wietcaltta Drs Wid), DEE OIE, screen a one cise ae 
Mietzenbatim. Mi.,4 Cleveland tn yeas ee eee 
Michigan Board of Charities 
Michisane Board Wot sblealthia-cnnvewiiceeteeci tetera 
MichisanuGentral Re ResCompanye..e esses eee 
Michigan Department of Public Instruction 
Michizane Geological! Survey,..ces ese seen eeiee 
Michigan R. R. Commissioner 
WMichisan SoctetySoeA; Rominicc mace snuniaetete ee 
Michigan State Library Commission 
Milwaukee City Service Commission 
Mantreanolisn i City, Ol see aivcusrearisiaetien cee eee ee 
Minneapolis) Park Commission..4........-«ossceee é 
Missouri World’s Fair Commission 


i ee eC ry 


ary 


a rd 


see ee eee Fee ee 


Moore, Charles, Detroit 
Nitti Ameen ING Wr YiOrkc? faces, os secre Sone een eee 
National: Sound Money League.....0..6.052.00-c0e24 
Nebraska Public Library Commission 
New Jersey Adjutant General 
New Jersey State Geologist 
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Report of the President 


To the Board of Education: 


GENTLEMEN—It has been a matter of sincere regret that I 
have felt obliged to relinquish my duties on the board before 
the close of my term and resort to a sunnier clime. It is 
further a matter of regret that my health during the year of 
my presidency of the board has precluded my giving the close 
and intimate attention to the work of the library which I had 
contemplated. I am forced, therefore, to leave to a younger 
and more vigorous successor the carrying out of the work 
which I had hoped to accomplish. 

The financial and other statistics covering the operations 
of the library during the year, as compiled by the librarian, 
will be found on subsequent pages of this pamphlet. 

Associated as I have been upon the board with amiable 
and cultured gentlemen, my term of office has been a pleasant 
one. Scarcely once in the whole period of six years has there 
been any serious disagreement on matters of policy, and then 
no breach has been left in the kindly feeling which the mem- 
bers of the board have entertained for each other. 

There has been only one point in which I have been 
seriously out of harmony with the majority of the board. 
They have held that as an institution supported by public 
funds the people are entitled to such books as they want, and, 
in my opinion, far too large a proportion of insipid fiction is 
found on our shelves. My own view has been that as the 
public library is the creation of that part of the state constitu- 
tion which provides for a school system, it was intended by 
the framers of the constitution to form a portion of the 
educational system of the state. The appointment of our 
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members by the Board of Education further enforces this idea. 
I have urged, therefore, that the educational idea should be 
most prominently kept in view, and that of merely affording 
amusement to the public should be discarded. I would admit 
fiction to our shelves only so far as it has attained the rank of 
literature. The question will no doubt work itself out in the 
hands of the thoughtful men who will administer the work 
in the years to come. 


Of course it is impossible for me to look back and compare 
the administration of the library for the past few years with 
that of a preceding period, and still it seems due to the present 
board to say that I feel assured that no slight advances have 
been made in the past six years. The statistics show that 
nearly forty per cent more persons hold cards for the use of 
the library today than did six years ago. The number of 
volumes in the library has increased more than 33 per cent, 
and we have very conservatively passed the 200,000 mark in 
the total number of volumes on our shelves. In the use that 
is being made of the library the growth is even greater, being 
over 66 per cent. These you must allow are notable figures. 

Six years ago we had no branch libraries; today we have 
six, and collectively they circulate almost as many books as 
the central library itself. All at present are in rented buildings, 
or rooms of which we have the free use, but in two cases the 
sites have been acquired for buildings to be owned by the 
board, and one of these is approaching completion. 

I am strongly of the opinion that the finances of the board 
are more thoroughly and soundly administered and the com- 
mittee work more conscientiously performed than had 
formerly been the practice. I feel that the affairs of the 
Public Library are today in a healthy and vigorous condition. 

It is with especial pleasure and pride that I express the 
strong conviction that there can be no department of the city 
government more thoroughly and honestly conducted than 
the Public Library. If there has been one single instance in 
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six years where public money has been improperly expended 
it has not come to my notice. Our hands are clean. Neither 
has the pursuit of patronage sullied the work of the board. 
If I mistake not ours is the only department of the municipal 
government strictly conducted under the so-called merit 
system. 

If I should presume to tender any advice it would be to 
incur no obligation the amount of which is not definitely 
known and to have all expenditures acted upon by the board 
in session, leaving as little as possible to the committees with 
power. 

I have deemed it, and still do, a very great mistake that 
Detroit has failed to be one of the five hundred or six hundred 
cities to benefit by Mr. Andrew Carnegie’s noble generosity 
in the matter of library buildings. It is deeply to be deplored 
that Detroit has any citizens who permit themselves to be 
influenced in this matter by considerations other than unadul- 
terated devotion to the best interests of the whole community. 
I can conceive of no possible sound reason why Detroit should 
be defrauded of the noble gift of $750,000, and for a purpose 
so necessary. I trust that better counsels may yet prevail and 
that before it is too late Detroit may comply with the very 
simple and reasonable conditions which Mr. Carnegie requires. 
The success of our own branch libraries emphasizes the 
wisdom of Mr. Carnegie’s expressed wish that if his offer of 
$750,000 were accepted by Detroit at least one-half of the sum 
should be expended in the building of branches. 

I take pleasure in bearing testimony to the loyalty and 
earnestness of the employes of the Library, from the highest 
to the lowest, and in closing my official connection with the 
Library I find especial pleasure in expressing my cordial good 
will toward all with whom I have been associated in the 
administration of its affairs. 

JAMES E, SCRIPPS, President. 
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Report of the Librarian 


To the Detroit Library Comnussion: 

The year 1905 brought the fortieth anniversary of the 
founding of the library, the thirtieth of the erection of the 
library building and the twentieth of my librarianship. By 
way of contrast the statistics show that at the end of 1865 the 
library had 8,864 books; at the end of 1875, 24,903; at the end 
of 1885, 59,653, and at the end of 1905, 208,839. The total use 
of books in 1865 was (estimated) 4,700; 1875 (estimated), 
159,000; 1885 (actual), 149,549; 1905 (actual), 1,600,222. This 
indicates, so far as figures can do it, the growth and develop- 
ment of the library. But figures cannot show the work which 
the institution has been doing in all these years in the lifting 
of the standard of the general intelligence of the community ; 
nor the place which it fills in the sucial and intellectual life 
of the city. These facts are well known to those who are 
familiar with the situation, but it is not possible to prove them 
by any mathematical demonstration. 

The library has grown in strength and usefulness, as the 
city has expanded territorially and in population. In 1875 
the population was given at 101,225; it is now upwards of 
360,000. The growth within the last two or three years has 
been something beyond all precedent, and our conservative 
_ city controller predicts that by the year 1910 the half-million 
mark will have been passed. The present library building was 
erected for 25,000 books and for a city of 100,000 people. Both 
books and population have increased, the former more than 
800 per cent. and the latter in the neighborhood of 400 per cent. 

In its day the library building was thought to be a fine one. 
It is certain that the men who had its planning and construc~ 
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tion in charge acted upon their best lights and from the 
highest motives of public interest. But the modern library 
idea had not then dawned. The whole plan and scope and 
operation of libraries have developed within recent years. 
The building is not only out of plumb for the best uses of 
such a structure, but it long since passed its estimated 
maximum capacity. It has only been by adding to it here and 
there, improvising and adapting, that it has been possible to 
do any sort of work in it. 

And now the time is here when the situation has become 
intolerable. This has been anticipated. Five years ago the 
board secured the necessary legislation authorizing the city 
to provide a suitable library building. That the city has not 
already taken steps to do this is due to our negotiations with 
Mr. Carnegie. While he was willing to furnish the money, it 
appears that we are not willing to take it, preferring to rely on 
our own resources. If we had gone ahead in this understanding 
at the outset the day of a new library would be much nearer. 

A start upon the project cannot: be made a moment too 
soon. The delay has already been of serious disadvantage to 
the library and to the people of the city in their relations to 
it. Some years must necessarily be consumed in getting plans 
and erecting a building. With no place to shelve books, pur- 
chases must be curtailed, if they do not altogether stop; with 
no facilities for doing the work of the library, the public can- 
not be properly served. In this situation the people are not 
getting from their library what they have a right to expect. 
The institution falls into discredit and instead of being popu- 
lar and useful, it is a costly incubus. No right minded citizen 
but would be humiliated to see such a state of things. 


The Year’s Progress. 


The whole number of books added in 1905 was 13,000. 
The number withdrawn was 2,611, making a net increase of 
10,389, and bringing the total number of books in the library 
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8,838 above the 200,000 mark. The number of readers’ cards 
issued during the year was 10,057, bringing the total number 
of valid cards up to 41,841, an increase of about 3,000 from the 
preceding year. 

The home circulation of books was 674,964, an increase 
over the preceding year of 5,589, and making the highest rec- 
ord for such use. At the same time the number of bound 
books consulted was 925,258, as against 881,220 in the next 
previous year. This shows the aggregate of books used 1,600,- 
222, an increase over the last year of about 50,000. This breaks 
the record of use both in home circulation and in reference 
reading. It should be said with respect to the use of books 
in the library that it is made up for the most part from the 
ticket of receipt which the applicant for a book leaves upon 
the attendant’s desk. Very many of the books are upon open 
shelves and there is no way of knowing how many are con- 
sulted, where the visitor may take down and use a book and 
replace it without the knowledge of the attendant. There- 
fore, the recorded use must be to some extent, at least, within 
the actual use. 

Late in the year the details of a plan of operation in 
some of the largest manufacturing establishments of the city 
were perfected. This plan contemplates a series of traveling 
libraries to be distributed among several factories and han- 
dled on the premises for the benefit of the employes. Natu- 
rally in selecting establishments in which to place such libra- 
ries those were chosen which employ a superior class of skilled 
labor. It might be expected that the books will find a ready 
demand among intelligent readers, and especially among such 
as are already, to a greater or less extent, users of the library. 
Our brief experience in this direction has been encouraging. 
There is opportunity for indefinite extension. 

The enlargement of the limits of the city, which takes 
effect in April next, brings into our field the suburban villages 
of Delray, Woodmere and Rouge with their extensive manu- 
facturing plants, numerous employes and considerable popu- 
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lation. There will naturally be a demand for library facilities. 
The board will have to face the problem of meeting this de- 
mand. The full equipment of the Hurlbut branch near the 
eastern limits of the city has raised the question of giving 
library privileges to residents of Fairview and St. Clair 
Heights. Though these villages were not actually taken into 
the city, as they should have been, at the same time with the 
westward extension, the people are to all intents and purposes 
citizens of Detroit. The right to use the library has already 
been extended to those living as far east as St. Jean Road. 
The line was drawn here for the reason that the street railway 
company makes it the terminus for a single fare. 

Owing to the combination among publishers we find that 
our books are costing 20 to 25 per cent more than formerly. 
Although efforts have been made to get away from the exac- 
tions of publishers and booksellers, nothing has really been 
accomplished and apparently there is no relief in sight. For 
a time something was to be gained by buying as many books 
as possible abroad, where prices were much cheaper than in 
this country. But the English publishers have now formed 
a combination and give no discount whatever. Libraries are 
required to pay the full retail price, which has in many cases 
been increased above the American standard. Consequently 
there is no longer economy in buying a book in London, unless 
it be at second hand. An effort is now being made by the 
publishers’ trust to blockade this one little loophole. From 
time immemorial the United States government has granted 
the privilege of importation free of duty of books intended for 
public libraries. The scheme now on foot contemplates legis- 
lation by congress to prevent the free importation of any book 
which is copyrighted in this country. 

So it appears that libraries and other educational insti- 
tutions are to be no longer favored in the interest of the dif- 
fusion of knowledge. They must bear their burdens, with the 
rest, and the taxpayers who support them must go deeper 
into their pockets to supply the necessary funds. The spirit 
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of the trust and combination for the profit of promoters is 
invading every field. Nothing is sacred in the greed for gain. 


Cataloging. 


Our ‘index of portraits is kept up and has proven itself 
of the greatest practical value. For a time we had thought 
of suspending work upon it, since the contemplated publica- 
tion by the A. L. A. publishing board of a volume covering 
the subject. But the projected printed index seems to have 
been delayed and has not yet appeared. We made up our 
minds that even the printed volume might not cover the field | 
in the manner to which our readers are accustomed and in 
any event would be out of date to a considerable extent when 
printed. While such a printed index would be useful, it would 
not wholly supplant the card index. 

Aside from the portrait index, to which 812 cards were 
added during the year, the whole number of cards added to 
our catalogs was 46,460.. Of these 25,476 were typewritten 
and 15,984 were hand written; 5,450 printed cards were in- 
serted, of which 4,585,came from the Library of Congress. 
The growth of the catalog has brought forcibly to our atten- 
tion one of the inconveniences we are to suffer by reason of an 
inadequate building. There is no space to enlarge the catalog 
in its present location. The only alternative is to divide it. 
The plan decided upon is to make the old catalog one of au- 
thors and general subjects only, and to place in the reference 
room a classified subject catalog, which shall include all analyt- 
icals. For the convenience of persons who use the reference 
room we began over a year ago duplicating the subject cards. 
It has been found necessary to remove the analyticals from 
the old catalog to make room for the regular author and sub- 
ject cards. It is thought that these will be of greatest service 
in a subject catalog to be consulted mainly by those who are 
making a thorough and comprehensive study. So, while the 
catalog will be in a sense divided, only a part of the work 
will be duplicated, and the arrangement will, it is expected, 
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prove but slightly inconvenient to readers. It is far from an 
ideal situation to have an incomplete catalog on one floor, 
while an important and really necessary portion of it is in a 
distant part of the building and upon another floor. 

In the early part of the year the usual annual bulletin 
was printed and put on sale. July 1st a new edition of the 
Finding list of prose fiction, English and French, came out. 
This was arranged on a new plan, being divided into two parts 
—authors and titles. We think that this arrangement is the 
most satisfactory one for readers. The fact is, however, that 
since all our fiction is upon open shelves, the necessity for 
a printed catalog is greatly diminished. 

We tried the experiment of issuing a monthly bulletin of 
new books, with the plan of holding the type for use in the 
annual bulletin which is due to be printed early in 1906. There 
were some interruptions of the regular monthly issues, due 
mainly to troubles with striking printers. There has evidently 
been no saving of expense in holding the type. The cost of 
handling it and of resetting titles to correspond with the style 
of the annual seems likely to run high. The whole affair 
does not appear to have been very warmly appreciated by our 
readers and, in fact, it has seemed to me hardly worth while. 


Late in the year we got out a new edition of the reading 
list on Christian Missions. The original edition, printed in 
1898, was the most popular of all our reading lists. It was 
long since exhausted and still the demand for it continued- 
This led to revising and bringing it up to date and reprint- 
ing. The list is for free distribution, with two cents for post- 
age, when sent by mail. 


Children’s Department. 


The home circulation from the children’s department does 
not vary much from that of the preceding year. That the 
department has held its own in competition with the branches 
which so attract the children of their respective neighbor- 
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hoods is considered a creditable showing. The circulation of 
the central library generally has unquestionably been reduced 
by opening of branches. 

The course of Saturday afternoon talks and story telling, 
inaugurated three years ago, was continued with unabated 
success. Miss Irene Farquhar resumed her “Afternoons with 
Chaucer,” giving various of the Canterbury tales in a manner 
to greatly interest the children. To stimulate study of the 
stories she offered three prizes for the best essays on the 
stories told during the winter. To the best essay a copy of 
Mrs. Haweis’ “Chaucer for Children” was given and to each 
of the others a framed picture of the Canterbury pilgrims. In 
the autumn she resumed the story telling hour, taking up 
folk and fairy tales. 

These stories were interspersed on intervening Saturdays 
with talks by well known citizens upon suitable topics. Mr. 
A. H. Griffith told about the buried cities of Pompeii and 
Herculaneum, illustrated with pictures and objects recovered 
in modern excavations. Mr. John H. Bissell talked about the 
artificial propagation of fish and pictured the young fry upon 
a blackboard. Mr. Levi L. Barbour told about old Mexico 
and the way thither, with some account of the country and 
its people, making use of a large map of North America. Mr. 
R. J. Conway gave a very interesting account of the Belle 
Isle Park aquarium and its many wonderful inhabitants. All 
these talks were brief and spirited and held the close attention 
of the children, though the room was packed almost to suffo- 
cation. 

Those who have seen the effect of these impromptu talks 
have no doubt that they are stimulating the minds of the chil- 
dren to reading and investigation and best of all to observa- 
tion. They have a tendency to divert the youth from story 
reading to interesting and instructive topics in history, geog- 
raphy and nature study. Their only drawback lies in the fact 
that they interrupt the business of the room for a half hour 
on the very busy Saturday afternoons. There should really 
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be a suitable auditorium connected with the iibrary in which 
could be given not only these talks to children, but suitable 
free popular lectures for the benefit of adults. Such a lecture 
room is planned for each branch library building, when one 
is projected, and it certainly should be included in the new 
general library, when we have reached the stage of designing 
the interior of such a building. 

Special attention is given, as heretofore, to the birthdays 
of distinguished persons. This is done by placing upon the 
bulletin boards portraits, scenes or incidents in the lives of 
such, together with titles of books about them. This leads 
to reading of biography or history. Picture bulletins are 
found very helpful in drawing attention to lines of reading 
which we seek to encourage. 


Branch Work. 


Continued experience with branch libraries is more and 
more convincing of their importance and value. Although 
our branches are operating, in rented rooms, inadequate and 
ill-suited in every way for the purpose, all have demonstrated 
their popularity. A glance at the financial table will show 
that they have been carried on at very moderate cost. The 
statistics of use of books clearly proves that every one of 
them fills a public want. Many persons who would not other- 
wise have knowledge of the library have been brought into 
touch with it. Of the 10,000 applications for new readers’ 
cards, upwards of 4,000 came through the branches. 

Matters so shaped themselves during the year that it was 
possible to open the Hurlbut library at the Water Works 
Park as a full branch, supplied with books and equipped in 
every way equal to the other branches. The late Chauncey 
Hurlbut left his entire estate in trust to the Water Board to 


‘be devoted, first to the beautifying and care of the grounds, 


which have now been converted into an attractive park, and 
second, to the maintenance of a library. His own library was 
included in the bequest. A portion of the income was devoted 
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to the erection of a suitable library building. There seemed 
to be legal obstacles in the way of putting this entire library 
into the hands of the Library Commission. The matter has 
been discussed for several years between the two commis- 
sions to see if some feasible scheme could be devised to make 
the Hurlbut library more useful to the people of the eastern 
section of the city. As the subject was considered from time 
to time the way seemed to open and in the late summer a plan 
was jointly agreed upon by which the Library Board and the 
Water Board could act together harmoniously to make that 
library a full and active branch of the Public Library. A con- 
tract was executed and in December the books were put upon 
the Hurlbut shelves and began to circulate among the people. 
This amicable understanding is highly creditable to both 
boards and promises great public usefulness. The location of 
the branch is not such as to furnish it as large a clientage as 
other branches surrounded on every side by a dense popula- 
ton, but the character of the residents in its vicinity indicates 
a high quality of reading. The books were selected with this _ 
fact in mind. ‘ 

Another forward step was taken during the summer when 
a lot was bought on the corner of Field and Agnes avenues 
and the erection of a building was begun thereon. This is 
our first branch building, planned and built for library pur- 
poses. It has two large rooms, one for adults and one for 
children, the books to be upon open shelves and all conven- 
iently arranged for economical administration. In a well- 
lighted and well ventilated basement is an auditorium seating 
#90. persons, for lectures, club and neighborhood literary uses. 

The building will cost complete about $10,000. It has a 
dignified and pleasing appearance. The people in its neigh- 
borhood are highly gratified with the prospect of the addition 
of this educational feature to the advantages which they enjoy 
in the Field Public School, close by. It is expected that the 
building will be ready for use by the first of April next. This 
building was erected without any special appropriation by 
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the city for the purpose. The money both for the lot and 
the building was derived from the dividends turned into the 
treasury by the trustee of the City Savings Bank, which failed 
in 1901 with all the library funds carried down in the wreck. 


Late in the year the president of the board, James E. 
Scripps, Esq., and his son-in-law, George C. Booth, Esq., pre- 
sented to the city a tract of ground on Grand River avenue, 
between Trumbull and Commonwealth avenues, for a public 
park. A condition of the gift was the reservation of 4,000 
square feet of ground, to be selected later, upon which the 
city shall erect a branch of the Public Library. The library 
commission has taken steps to secure the necessary plans and 
will go before the Common Council and board of estimates in 
due time and ask for an appropriation of $15,000 for the build- 
ing. 

These indications of more favorable conditions for two 
of our branches are very encouraging. It looks as though 
ways and means will be found ultimately for putting all of 
them on a better basis. Public spirited citizens may come 
forward and provide the necessary funds, or at least may 
contribute sites which will help in putting those subsidiary 
institutions on a proper footing. 


The branch which was formerly located in the Central 
High School was compelled to vacate its quarters there be- 
cause the room was needed for school purposes. It was 
removed early in March to a building specially erected for it 
on Woodward avenue near the Boulevard. The-owner of the 
building permitted us to plan it, with certain restrictions, and 
so we have a library room far superior to anything which 
could be found in any other building in that quarter. Since 
the library was opened in its new neighborhood its circulation 
has multiplied many fold. The residents of the north side 
seem to appreciate it and show their appreciation in a practical 


way. ‘ 
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a <a a air bata ain Be 
Binding. 


The whole number of books bound or rebound during the 
year was 8,931. All except 54 were bound by contract in out- 
side binderies. There were 1,557 bound for the first time, at 
an average cost of .846 cents each. Those included newspapers 
and some other large folios, as well as magazines bound in 
morocco to match sets, and a few art works in somewhat ex- 
pensive bindings. There were 7,320 books rebound at an 
average cost of 38%4 cents each. This shows a reduction from 
the figures of the previous year, both on new binding and on 
rebinding. The rebinding was almost wholly in cloth, and 
called for the most substantial sewing. 


The bindery repair shop in the building was carried on 
as usual through the year, with one man and two girls em- 
ployed. The wages paid them amounted in the aggregate to 
$1,295.32. The compensation of all was slightly increased on 
the first of July, making a total increase over the previous 
year on this item of $60, or about $10 per month. The cost 
of material was in the neighborhood of $10. The work turned 
out consisted of 14,853 books repaired, 23 resewed, 54 re- 
bound, beside much miscellaneous work, such as pasting book 
plates and labels, making of scratch blocks, about 1,200 mail- 
ing envelopes, etc., etc. 


The Staff. 


There were three resignations during the year, Miss Ger- 

trude Lee, who had been my capable and efficient secretary 
for several years, left the library on the first of May. Miss 
Rhoda Farquharson left October 1st to continue her studies 
at the university. Mr. Emil Adix, who had been in the -em- 
ploy of the library for several years, and as an assistant at 
Branch 2 for the past two years, resigned on November 1st 
to engage in other business. 


An examination of candidates for employment was held 


April 29 when seven were successful in securing a place on - 
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the eligible list. Two of these have been already appointed 
to the staff, one has left the city for other employment, one is 
employed as a substitute, leaving three still waiting. 

There was only one candidate for the technical examina- 
tion in June. Miss Ellen King, who has been serving as an 
assistant in Branch 5, passed this examination with a credit 
of 81 per cent. 

The librarian attended the meeting of the Michigan Li- 
brary Association at Grand Rapids in May. The librarian 
and two members of the staff attended the meeting of the 
American Library Association at Portland, Ore., in July, and 
two members of the staff attended the meeting of the New 
York Library Association at Lake Placid in September. One 
member of the cataloging force attended the Library Sum- 
mer School at ‘Chautauqua in July and August. 


Donations. 


The list of gifts to the library during the year will be 
found appended to this report. The library is indebted to many 
friends for their thoughtful kindness. We appreciate it and 
have placed in each volume thus added to our shelves a plate 
giving the name of the donor. 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 


HENRY M. UTLEY, 
Librarian. 
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APPENDIX A. 


ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 1905. 
Balance on hand January 1 


$30,366 33 


Receipts— 
City taxes, 1904 .............. $ 5,984 61 
(it y-ta xs 1905 sc sfecersercnnse teres 49,933 26 
$55,917 87 
duterest: on daily balances... ss. asses 1,404 55 
Dividends from City Savings Bank ..... 2,336.96 
County Treasurer, fines and penalties... 7,122 50 
TEA Dr ataye PICS. oat wire eat ekete ayes arena topo me espe 2,108 67 
Horslost DOOKS—.<<taaiode ese. be ere 237 94 
HOrscatalogs sOldcaicas trina wile eerie 81 75 
Ors DOOKS SOV ae ocace ov ertie sors ace orseaee iar steno wars 33 41 
Rior-old=papernSOlds< crac eet sc rats oot ermrate 6 35 
Walhamss bequest sti atone ogee 59 10 
Rebate -On=dratt x. ccnduiew demic wr wte eats 96 
$69,310 06 
Total receipts, including balance................:%. _. .$99,676 39 
DISBURSEMENTS, 1905. 
Paid for— 
1 Bay) scp et gar eee Minera a DS aR pein ra ena ne Non Grr $14,430 17 
Periodical subscriptions a. <,.\stcsiaeesie ules cree cece ie eee 2,082 81 
Binidinesand “repait Of DOOKS. «c.as see lane sci oie a eens 5,571 93 
Re painsymahyracs Site eae Rds Bchie Ao aad ORISE aes AR ene Ree 939 76 
iuelwand=steam- Stiipply 1. «.2sjseecsecn atin ic ec oer 1,341 54 
Stationery vand kblanks: a= ccs atc cess tee oes tere eee 701 65 
eaborvanad (supplies: 6.2 e0 ak Be Sas Ae eee eee aioe 1,869 09 
Postar ewes scr Bie othe gies ka corr digi blateanawiape oe Sacre Maree REECE 261 94 
rete bteand cOxpresscins.acc clio ek eieete Oke ce aie meee 125 68 
EME paTIG MATES! — say ates sie tae elec ore tO ieee eerie: 1,417 43 
Salaries; library state aos essa. ce rotenone a eto ee 29,325 09 
Salar Les ar AtItOL S aatieiats cigs surat thease eee ae ee eae 4,655 50 
PRSUIKANCe MEE CLO «RAMS Lt A as Re ale Sea oe eee 1,900 43 
Webs rete Ee ieee esd ane hie AE Ook oe 1,074 00 
Printingsandsbinding catalogs ==... «ss. sneoetoeee eee 1,450 42 
Printing proceedings anditeport mcweemerma een oee nee 224 30 
CattagetombrancheS a. igeanaocetiaets eee eee wee eters 379 00 
Field “Avenue, lot ‘and building .....-....5..+-.. atefdetere 3,750 00 
PATCHITE CHS FEES <3 Ui escds tenet Sats one Ons eaten eee 30 00 
Examination and abstract of criminal court cases...... Pi 200 00 
Woodward Avenue branch, extra on building............ 100 00 
Ibibrarian’s expenses.) ..... ess danas wih: sictesar siete aicamaeaieenae 204 90 
Examining abstract of title ......... ae ale eles eaninee 15 00 
Improving library grounds ......... scolarelens Gaon a aetoeraere 89 00 
Wotalmexpenditures: Wie ..jcacee see ae eee $72,139 64 
ph Ob al ere Celptsy, tc ciccc iss alec s erciepa ities Re Gee ee $99,676 39 
Motalmexpenditures seca... cece ivarwars vials cate Seer 72,139 64 
Balance, Deceniber 30: <..../0...0i« <1 bates eee a ee $27,536 75 


pn 
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APPENDIX B. 


Book AccEssIons, 1905. 


Number.of Volumes, January 1, 1905... 02.0. 05..0.2- 198,449 
AN Aed =D ye pur Clas ecz act c ces tine ences ale ieastonas ionncre Grenereerameetnns 11,553 
(Cri Len ere ee ee oe PR em mar ps Omaane Oo” 831 
1 Byala elastin yee epee om ee PSO S OLD Oc. 616 
13,000 
Withdrawn— 
WiOrmsottt 0 ns ace oo aa oe aan 2,317 
ost2ande pare fOr c.-eteccs eects eee rere 185 
Destroyed—infected .................- 7 
Sold=and exchanged =F.ras.c% yen aoe 102 
2,611 
IN ete Gaitie tienes «betes eee eee eee 10,389 
Number of Volumes, January 1, 1906............... 208,838 


Net Additions. 


The following shows the net additions during the year 
and the distributions of the whole number of books: 
Net Additions. Whole No. 


Gentraleleibtanye oie. acai cee ce ae ee 4,792 175,800 
Mave veto ole No neat Pee a ae Rn aei mS MNS Sarl eee racy ASE 718 3,969 
BranciN on oaks sss kink ha a cues ce Rice ee ee 741 4,665 
HB AniGlia NiOwe sage acute, Bie o seaus see ane a si ory SP TSO 625 4,453 
EES EAC ITIN Once Accra t Sctovein. <eraralaio eee satiean Rio iho cee ee ae 857 3,609 
REACT INO sagoie mies sictare Sear oebc cious Getta Acree ue en 848 2,883 
Hint butebcanchimeces «ated. «cere ee eats fi 14 1,142 
Pisblicg Schools loibraties) -. sac. eicceetecrtteeeeeee 666 12,317 

ro tal ara cece bcc Sime eee Oe 10,389 208,838 


Readers’ Cards. 


The following shows the number of readers’ cards issued 
in the years named and the whole number of valid cards now 
outstanding, cards being good for five years: 


5 eee gy. eer 6,857 
1902. ook a ee 6,835 
OG sacauicrh sion ee 7,237 
NO045%, 5. S15. Sectea eee 10,855 
1905 2.5. tn 4. oe eee 10,057 
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The following shows the gross additions of books by classes 
in 1905: 


Central Children’s Branches 

Library. Department. and Schools. Total. 

ibl@ graphy. aoc s.acesk ascvas ck 123 eae Pees 123 
IOMELGDEUIASaS Sone so) Eee ores 19 3 50 70 
Ce ae Cg oe ae ee 316 33 421 770 
Piulosoplty =... 60.05 Vessel 90 4 18 112 
BEV EIOR hos ieee oe oe oh oo vo 159 5 39 203 
DECIONO Lyi a. anor aos eee Oe. 505 35 319 859 
Pe UOlOg yuna Paatoas neces oes 50 Sees 9 59 
eeMCO re ee ei aoe ee 338 58 207 603 
Useful ATES) cess Seekers 607 32 207 846 
RINE PATES iene ok sala garhacs aah 365 26 212 603 
Literature offs chars. Sy eve! where ele che w'eieuais 280 50 626 956 
SHOE Valarie, s20Nos Aas te ice NS 448 42 374 864 
Travel oe SET CLAN et MER Ce EO 288 40 304 632 
EOOU A Dy artengwit oot pesos 254 12 316 582 
Se ee ages ae ee 1,450 531 2,893 4,874 
CS PSTESTIS Ea Hae an re ae et ai 233 Nes 96 329 
PE REMCH Ste Pacis sists eee eek ao Pe 73 73 
TAGES TT Ceca SEC oIOe ie ee eee 88 Bare aes 88 
Oither= Manguagves=s si owes es « 4 Sete ras 4 
United States Documents ..... 188 a ee enn 188 
Unused Duplicates ........... 162 ofan Pah 162 
ANG] 57 Ss aaa une ace a Ree 6,040 869 6,091 13,000 


Following is a statement of the number of books in the 
library in the several classes, with the net additions during the 


year: 
1904. Net Additions. 1905. 


Bibliography and Cyclopedias....... ioe 2,988 194 3,182 
me AIAG LCALSE Ge svs.s1 Sh Coals mie’ Sears Ne os ne eae 12,540 734 13,274 
PEETT GSO [lay eraevateivizic cenvcishes ols aro aie <)acole es tverefits 3,023 113 3,136 
PERU BHO Ligier aes iagayac nn = sels oferaleee tae a's sce Nouere™t eva 9,617 206 9,823 
ROCIO LOD Yo letiarseraisis se teow erw'siole seers’ d siete 17,770 866 18,636 
CE ae ee aoe oer 1,946 64 2,010 
SUSYSTe- GG ate Sc BORED DB EUCe OSU MCrare ¢ 10,631 600 11,231 
TSS ce E Sy rowaye 2 erors eoeiaieje te kre Sie Se Stes cela Gals 12,783 861 13,644 
PTO we At Sriiot oi uns cere teee. ate! o fauna es anole Soar t0s 0 PRaee 6,169 606 6,775 
Wieere ae ca. CoMMieNae ce Wee ear 17,548 947 18,495 
[SISO Ae Serae OC Gore Cacce nai vMoverahetettNclielon sioiee 19,325 842 20,167 
DEG Ay Gs ise chase decee rarePerere Oh eus las zaalial cachareeoe scevees 11,878 630 12,508 
Peeah ge aes ceo aaa cee tone 14,502 604 15,106 
FENSGial einen & Ree DO Canons aeirna 40,824 2,874 - 43,698 
United States Documents ............... 9,689 188 9,877 
Boeatised Up ieates acts -ussearcriersie as oes "73216 60 7,276 


Satay Gea meat atcesieron stein oter alt'eray susnermiciaitcrs or shelereze 198,449 10,389 208,838 
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APPENDIX C. 


Home CircuLtation By Monrus, 1905. 


Central Hurlbut School 

Library. Br. 1. Br. 2. Br. 3. Br. 4. Br. 5. Branch. Library. Total. 
January ....35,832 3,635 4,360 4,442 3,894 3,784 .. 7,797 63,744 
February ....30,775 3,452 4,411 4,636 4,000 4,031 .... 6,863 58,168 
March cease 38,943 2,572 4,910 5,349 4,657 5,165 hire 9,650 71,246. 
ONDE Ui seatoictete 28,445 5,007 3,770 4,502 3,852 4,604 .... 6,658 56,838. 
IMidyeatec eos 30,481 4,571 3,146 3,956 3,474 4,053 .... 9,796 59,477 
JUNC Sin Sees 23,008 4,291 2,818 3,546 3,000 3,774 .... 6,827 47,264 
Pilly Sth sonal 23,164 4,345 2,489 3,416 3,064 3,874 .... .... 40,352 
August ..... 22,875 4,108 2,482 - 3,357 3,186. 33927— - ~.-. aise oS 9,Oo 
September ..29,347 4,216 2,624 3,466 3,075 3,905 .... 9,588 55,221 
October .....32,266 4,459 3,705 4,145 3,477 4,581 .... 7,194 59,827 
November ...28,373 4,983 4,968 4,824 4,206 5,013 .... 11,440 63,807 


December ...28,116 4,651 4,732 4,948 3,931 4,809 405 7,493 59,085 


Total ....351,625 50,290 44,415 50,587 43,816 51,520 405 82,306 674,964 

Of the total circulation of the books of the Central Library 

shown above, 11,637 were circulated through the branches as 
delivery stations. Following are the details of these: 


Branch = Nore l* odin os anc eee io eae 1,465 

Branch NO 2s cesSh rete eae 1,151 

BratichoN Owain. ose nee ee ieee 2,334 

Branch NG. 4 ec ee nh eee ae 2,028 

ranch! NGsid-<i6 serene tae eer ORI ae 1,086 

EiurlbutsB ranches seen eee 3,573 

pL OGal pe cinte ss Sects eee eae eee 11,637 

PERCENTAGE OF USE BY CLASSES. 
Library Reading. Home Reading. 

dult. Juvenile. Adult. Juvenile. 
Wyclopediasinen ealoseucceee 5.60 .04 Fak ee 
Perigdicals Whore alerts 6.84 5.10 1.82 23: 
EhiGsoplty srs 2 cticre miele tes 3 4.60 01 .98 vite 
SYS D565 Flas Se CoAT Oem 5.03 .16 1.07 10 
SOCiOlopy A se setssciedeeractaeit 5.01 55 1.67 51 
Philelopy se s.seln dat ook 4.93 04 : 18 ame 
Screnceeneet acc kccccse Meas 6.04 1.41 1.26 A8 
Usetul Aris te enwi isos ete 8.50 44 2.43 20 
Fine ASEUS Metre Reis chk, «Sees 8.09 .70 1.99 234 
PEYCChal Uk Gupacm eee ee is. eatene 6.25 1.63 3.03 .62 
5 Scere ge eee, eee 5.87 1.56 2.14 96 
Travel BaeR Gs a ene mite oaueie eats 5.21 1.09 1.89 59 
PORraphy vans ean cee c ce! 6.40 43 1.93 30 
IGE Olin ntion Meee ccc esi) 6.94 53.65 16.82 

Getinane aetanarteeiet Cokes fo, ties Sibi 

PCN Che ooeante eth hata ece 55 Ee 61 

POST Mantkse eee .02 eae 1.00 

Other Languages ......:... 24 09 


79.90 20.10 78.85 21.15 
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Central Library 


Lrprary READING. 


BLAnc eNO E> chai Peas 
Beane heen Osea sabe ease 
Branch No: 35 ante se ee 
Branche-NOs 4. sc: as 
BrancheNon.ooke sens eee 


Books. Periodicals. 

520,769 187,545 
52,070 10,105 
79,983 5,887 
98,399 5,899 
96,498 5,399 
77,539 2,769 

925,258 217,604 


ScHoot CrrcuLation (Above the second grade). 


Schools. Circulation. 
TUG SS = Aenean eee 385 
NTITOS@rec Sea aero rete 1,240 
Bagley.nk, assesses 497 
ID AESEOW. te otras oe 1,601 
Bellefontaine ...... 780 
Bellevue .......... 403 
Retry cee. ia ss 452 
Bishops <8 ssc... s- 2,675 
Brownson ......... 758 
ampall, os. soe aaaas 1,206 
anrpbel P=. caseh ee 382 
(CES a ng meee 1,657 
Ghanrey: 5) Sss0 oe 1,189 
Be Ri sitigen as 1,034 
Ghntom.. sax hs <i .<: 294 
Columbian’... 4.2. 608 
ETAL ease Os a. cleo de 1,071 
Guster. ieee cnx 114 
School for the Deaf 124 
Dickinson=<~. ...0:.>) 572 
Piihelde : 2 waceccas 2,155 
MESapToolk: fas. osc 1,502 
Fivereticssccece ove 959 


airbanks: Sic0. ass... 483 


Hariand eas s.<eo0 420 
Heriy sanorer eae nee 1,534 
retell eo as aig 1,137 
Birnanees encanto 333 
Bratiklin’ siccc > otelcas 1,028 
Garheldis ance nates 593 
(Gillieses eck soe. 2 S5 1,595 
Flancoctkee scons 615 
lartisu onan eee 725 
Eloughton s2cess: 0% 1,535: 
eitibband!. tem cree 504 
ERVIN Ook. dee 997 


SB PACKSON worse shel vets 863 


Enroll- 
ment. Schools. Circulation. 
268 jeferson=.avacheees 2,037 
488 Johnstona.cstenees 552 
89 Lsincolisseeest aera 200 
397 J yster erase eet 580 
179 McGraw> ses es 518 
183 McKinley <...... 2: 608 
415 McKinstry-o.2essee wie 
669 New berty sce. s0 
182 Norvell eassetenee 1,137 
344— .. Ohne Owes. 1,436 
273 Ralinerisasemacee 1,191 
661 Parke. s-epbcessemcs a eeuS 
418 Ping teats emer 898 
171 Pitcher 825 
128 Osis Poessae ses 787 
383 Potter see ee eee 270 
372 Prestonessassacrink 783 
16 Roberts el OG7: 
18 Rosemarie see 910 
169 Retssellass garnet 884 
585 Scripps sages cee 1,046 
404. <¢Smithizekic teak 2,029 
294 ‘Lappatinstser cuca: 1,488 
235 Wilden. Sees as. 561 
285 Trowbridge ~.-.... 1,308 
255 Vanibyke ise ote 1,910 
419 Washingt’n Normal 1,268 
102 Webster-=......... 2,996 
410 Walkins= 65 2.\= Dae ee Leo 
160 Williams ......... 853 
412 
364 Total -iee teres 65,536 
341 Central Highs... .: 12,804 
289 Bastern High. vs. -% 2,335 
173. Western High..... 1,631 
338 
138 Motaliokey. wera hee 82,306 


27 


Enroll- 
ment. 


589 
136. 
111 
112 
270° 
166 
186. 
405. 
533 


24,311 
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APPENDIX D. 


Following is a statement of gifts to the library, showing the 
names of donors and the number of bound volumes and 
pamphlets given by each: 


Vols. Pamph. 
Amberg) Ora Bimtl “Detroita. ack «clonic cles ee aoe Melee it 
American Civic Association, Hartford:..c5....2...<-~ 00. 1 
American Dermatological Association...............-.+-- 1 
American Exchange National Bank, New York............ 1 
Americati-irish Historical— SOciely «.... o> «sete seen eeieteiiee 1 
American Laryngological Association, New York.......... 2 
American -caryngological< Society sys ac sss ots asia oe tee 1 
Ametican« Lambperman, “Chicas... annua western 1 
American Medico-Psychological Association..............- 1 
American Printing House for the Blind, Louisville, Ky.... 2 
Ann Ar borebipraty Club. sactemie ries =. ele oe ogeieratetoieie 1 
Armstrong, Mrs. E. A., Marksboro, N. J..........5....... 1 10 
ironstom= Dro Ne Es, Dettori... a soe eo eee einen si 10 
Anide=-Drsionn.© hiladelphias xa:c7c< 58 arn cenit spices 1 
Australia, Western, Geological Survey.................... 10 
Bainbridgseé—Wim,. S., New Vorkérase vc § scsi seieaies dae a setercel. rl 
Balch; Georges Ws =Detroits are crete es el dea sie ae Sa sere h 
Barrett] Dr oGa WC Wicar Oecses oss sate niece oats Cree 1 
Barrett. Prank= A. “Detroit jomm cat iaaiaptretersieraiore ace rere 2 
Barris; George= Ws, “Detroit & sated seas ces aces 2 
‘Bates; “George: -Wa Detroit. os:to55i.cistachtnesiorecnemioeen een 2 
Baxter ire ote oreiand.d Mess soacuhe cers peretectre orsleteeiemer tei 4 
Belgium, Royal Observatory, Brussels.................... 1 2 
Belly GlarkeaNiew oy Ota cx'saettte mnie neta neccine See eae 1 
Bellevue & Allied Hospitals, New York................... 1 
Bibliotecas Nacional: Habana, Cuba... as... ade eiien 1 
Biddie RP rweAq Poy Der Olt evecieadeeces oot eee eee 12 
Blue=Anchor! Society, (New -York.i6 asa. coax cebeecscon ee 1 
BoehmleingMiss wollte,” Detronttesarace cits uses aie cea 1 
Bolton; Mrs Saran Ka, Cleveland aO...: as4-5-52o- eee eee a 
Bondino: te) rel Cat CLL Olt sash eee. ch aes ie ae eee ree 52 
Boston, Mass., Registry Department ..............0....-- 3 
Olizae Wartblan\ce bLabatia. aC uhase saan eee eee 1 
IBowenvellerbert.sDetroity v.ocen cc oe eee ee 11 
Kesler, ATthurs I etroitaetakectsce <c cidade 6 7 As cee ace eee 2 
Brown, Misa lrankuW.. Detroit wes... dena eens 4 1 
Brown & Sharpe Mfg. Co., Providence, R. I............... 1 


Biichatatreikess Wasting tore a: O catch geyser eee ee 
Buffalo Charity Organization Society 
ipuiler, Dress Montreal “ca. chuwre tls ae eee 
Bunker Hill Monument Association, Boston 
Burlington, Iowa, Annual Reports 
ButterheldisOGH,,. Dethoit™ i. si0ac. . . cakeec-ces 

(Calitornia~ Bureau of Labor Statistics .2.a.sce 0k eee eee oe 

California eish. Commissionic et eee ee 2 
California Society Sons of the American Revolution 
Canada Department of the Interior 


Ce ec rey 


eee eee wee er ceces 


CC i ee ee ee er irs 


WR OH ER HE ee HO 


ee er ad 
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Siiciso. SOIT sok raule «aimee Oo oe eee 1 

Chicacvo, Civil Service-Commission <5 «0.0 S228... nas ees 1 

Chicago, Department of Public Works ........:5....c0<s 1 

Renee - Statisuics-.. iaks.. seis. Svs ven BARR: SS 

lari eivevae Re aW --OCttOlte. coke eck 

Wieveland: = Water”. Workssxac sos. sn wee aoe ee a 

Cochrane, Miss-- 5.0 Ane Deir Oit aaatien Set eee 23 

Golleve of Physicians, Philadelphia-“A.; ..05.<.neheececaene 1 

Columbia Publishing -Go.,: Oneonta; N.Y <.2:>. 3 ecs.0cne 1 

Connecticut Board ot Health = vas one ak Sete eee 1 

Connecticut, Geological and Natural History Survey, Bul- 

hetiitce ! 00 baecen zs iecehoes mnreeak ad wae en Ra 1 

(Gooner Rev. = ME, WD ethOlts mina nies poses ca ee a 

(Coxe -Hthel-L. Brooklyn, (NY ese yo. eee Oe 1 

Srescent Clip, paltimore,«Mda. 3.20: sac umes chon rea 1 

Gross Gearge: Su Detroit %.. 2. desga cs es eae ete ee 1 

Darcie hey. Jp Ds Manawas. Wish 2c eee aa 2 

Watken Vin Oar. | aSiiania steers com ca seine eee al 
1 
1 


He 


DWencoths BOAT: Of ESdmCAtiOM sp. cncerceisoe tare. aes teen ew eee 

Bretcoit- BOaLd OF — ESStimlateSics.claacciee rats o weirs sioe ee eee Ria e 

Pregl ECS Us EO RESSA one ctieden en steice wamaiacinn, haere inte eee eS 6 

PM CEEIN UT POUIEIIAN a wAateure ot cree bsleralaracace Sos ee seteae recs, o area aera 4 
Wetroitealusetim sof Art A555 .a-reeres Sens »eerowener eee 2 
IBY ESTEE: CUT Tore NG VES ie orctara vu rst ao  covesalonr “eters tub robvel a Aimusrar te terse caremsaeeates 6 

ian VMirse lors Detroit... esas. os vienna ee ee alee 
Detroit, Public LightingCommiission «22/5. iiete cutee interes , 
WetiOrk ec ies wah os cave ea ne ae ceaesteners wots aieteuk, Nebo Sane aye Sabie 20 

ID \eyyipeiet Aveta) bea arnet et ore Cee ie Bee cae a nares eR 5 4 

ryder ae en INewark,- Nae Pe coca octiinnsadttace ctlemniieetgunieatverne 1 
Diitueld. Mr George, Detroit ©. .0e-) jt eee oes 12 89 
isdeponis. Wr. Gin Mi. New (Yorks jon scsurae cocina ree eter 1 

Eacle George: by, Jt, Chicago 7c. «)a ne secre ere 

Prichsen.y ts selieox Heth OIs x.) 0. ramverets ane ne aeeereen ences 6 15 
Fosexs lnstitutessodlem, WMasshismancsn fc tei. sta omits te 
Fuela Goltunbiam Museum: .<.0 carn octs avin cbiowa eset ye mete atone 
Fizpatrick, F; W.,. Washington, D. Cu.:. 2.22.2. 20.0620 
Prothingham, tt, Detroit ajo... Syees oe eae: 
(Saesraiie “lie al dhe US aie eaten on nomen ctu iagera oe 
Gumorcee Vins ula Be etCOit ta! nek see eer ee eee Re oes 
Greene, Dr SamileleAy, Boston! i... eure to a aerate ties shsseacenel 
rims, Rev. Wim. E., Ithaca, Ni Vow ask Seg ee ws 2 
Gurd, Dr. Adaline E., Detroit ............ cece eee e cece eee : erie 
Harmon, Henry A., Detroit .... 0020s. ee dee. eee eee: 2 

Hartford Theological Seminary ....-......2-+. +e eee e ees 1 
Hastings, Mrs. Mary L., Detroit ..........-....-.e eee ees Ba 
Hawaii, Territorial Board of Health ............-....-.. 4 
Henry Phipps Institute, Philadelphia ..........--..++.4--- 1 


WArPWUADeH TH 


it os 
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ER OrMuUn gs oW .. D etT Olt cre cone owes cape ioe om eee eden a eis 1 
Illinois State Historical Society .............eees eee eeees 1 

Inaugural Committee, Washington, D. C...............--. ai 

Indian Rights Associatton. sc-ci « vs.5% <1 sien ebro! societies 2 
Indiana.-Geoltogical Reporton seen cnye ter terns @ oie eee aie 1 

Interlaken. Mills\oN ew = Y Of wc 2% cieetenn ce: doateratattl slo mae wieiceienene 1 

Towat. Masonic Labrat ys cac «ote niger eee ce tenmeeea es 3 
Hacobi Dre Ag NEW. Y Olio... 4 octes «c cmele's wrcistain ole Matenatoaeieneelioe 1 
HWohnstonel- Hs, Washington aD. Crews ox «alco ttle tore tetas 1 
Kansas astate board=ot A ericulture * sie: coele ntoreisieaeverers 1 2 
Kentich Josep lis Detroit ens oe ace 6 siiecw aint netaha. tien chan oreale 4 

Kentucky Institution for Education of the Blind........... if, 
Me pntdgheeal Oy eoee edo he pe @ (a4 doy meer Eerie cro no Oot occ Fic 28 
KramoGraciesD:, Detroit vaste nec. shes oes eee ome eee 48 
Lake Mohonk Conference on International Arbitration. ... 1 
We wis;2 Georee A: a DeEROLE oe as ca caters ew teats ere sigeeier 1 

owan;- Walter Ss New. Y ork “sscciseectrwtae woe eee 1 
oring,-james-M.,. ot. Lotis; Mo: 2.0ecwwutes mate alr setae 1 
MacNhillan: 20912, )ee Ass etronticassa avs bi pores nore cate ime q 
Map iine sie] ice Wa cetrOlres «cca enn oe = otek Salton eee as 1 
MaimeaBuareau-ofscaboristatisticss.<-42..a%.s seston eee 1 

Manhattan Eye and Ear Hospital, Report... <2. ....cc00css 1 
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AN ACT 


To incorporate the Detroit Library Commission and to pro- 
vide means for acquiring land and the construction of a 
public library building or buildings thereon, and the 
maintenance of the same. 


The People of the State of Michigan enact: 


Section 1. The persons now in office and constituting 
the Detroit Library Commission are hereby named, consti- 
tuted and continued asa board of commissioners of the 
Detroit public library, and they, and their successors in office, 
shall be known by the name of the “Detroit Library Commis- 
sion,” and in their corporate name are hereby empowered to 
take and hold by purchase, condemnation, gift, devise, bequest, 
or otherwise, such real and personal property as may be 
needful or convenient for carrying out the intents and pur- 
poses of this act, to make contracts and to establish all 
reasonable rules and regulations to protect the rights of 
property vested in the board, and to aid in the performance 
of the duties imposed upon it. Said commission may adopt 
and have a common seal, may sue and shall be subject to be 
sued in all courts of record in like cases as natural persons. 
The property of the Detroit Library Commission shall be 
exempt from all taxes and assessments of every kind; no writ 
_of attachment or writ of execution shall be levied upon the 
property of said board. One member of said Detroit Library 
Commission shall be elected annually in the place of the mem- 
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ber whose term of office expires in that year, by the Board of 
Education of the city of Detroit; vacancies for any cause may 
be filled at any time by the election by the Board of Education 
of a person to fill such vacancy. Members of said Detroit 
Library Commission shall not be members of the Board of 
Education, except in cases hereinafter mentioned, and when 
elected shall be clothed with all the powers for the manage- 
ment. and control of the library now vested in the Board of 
Education or present commission. The terms of office of said 
commissioners elected by the Board of Education shall be 
six years. The president of the Board of Education shall be 
ex-officio a member a said commission. Said commission shall 
have the power to enter into contracts for and supervise the 
construction of any library building or buildings, also to take 
such action by contract or otherwise as may be necessary to 
provide for the maintenance of said library buildings and 
library, and may appoint, remove or otherwise control all 
persons employed in such library, and fix their compensation 
from time to time, in their discretion, and may appoint such 
officers as they deem necessary for the purposes of said com- 
mission. No contract entered into by said commission shall 
be valid until there shall have been endorsed thereon the cer- 
tificate of the controller that the money proposed to be ex- 
pended thereunder is in the treasury of said city or that an 
appropriation has been made therefor. 


Section 2. The Common Council of the City of Detroit 
is hereby authorized to borrow a sum of money not exceeding 
one million dollars on the faith and credit of said city, and 
upon the best terms that can be made, and to issue bonds of 
said city to an amount not exceeding that sum, pledging its 
faith and credit for the payment of the principal and interest, 
but said bonds shall not be negotiated at less than their par 
value. Said bonds shall be denominated “Public Library 
Bonds of the City of Detroit,” and shall be regularly dated 
and numbered in the order of their issue, and shall be for 
sums not less than five hundred dollars each, and shall bear 
interest not exceeding 4 per cent per annum, and shall be pay- 
able in thirty years from date. They shall be issued under 
the seal of the city, signed by the Mayor and countersigned by 
the Controller. The Controller shall keep an accurate record 
of said bonds showing the class of indebtedness to which they 
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belong, the number, date and amount of each bond; its rate 
of interest, when and where the same is payable, and the per- 
son to whom it is issued or any transferee thereof. No bonds 
shall be issued under this act until the issue of the same shall 
have been authorized and approved by the Board of Estimates 
of the City of Detroit. Such money shall not be borrowed, 
nor such bonds issued, unless a majority of the qualified 
electors of the City of Detroit, voting at any general election 
to be held in said city, voting on the question of said loan 
shall so determine, and the Common Council of said city is 
hereby authorized and required to give notice of submitting 
the question of said loan to the qualified electors of said city, 
by giving due notice thereof, causing the date, place of voting, 
and object of said election to be stated in a printed or written 
notice and posted in six public places in each voting precinct 
in said city, not less than six days before said election, and 
publishing the same in one or more of the daily papers pub- 
lished in said city for three days prior to said election, which 
notice shall state the amount of money proposed to be bor- 
rowed, the amount of bonds to be issued, and the purpose 
thereof; and it is hereby made the duty of said Common 
Council to cause said question to be duly submitted and to do 
any and all other legal acts which may be necessary for the 
proper and legal submission thereof. Such proposition shall 
be submitted in the following manner; the same being printed 
upon the official ballots for said election, or upon special ballot, 
if so ordered by the Common Council. The wording wherein 
such proposition shall be submitted shall be as follows: 


For issuing library bonds, Yes. 
For issuing library bonds, No. 


The election shall be conducted and the votes canvassed and 
returns made, in all respects, as the aforesaid election held in 
said city is by law required to be conducted, and immediately 
upon the conclusion of such canvass, the Board of Canvassers 
shall make and sign certificate showing the whole number of 
votes cast upon such proposition, the number for and against 
the same respectively ; such city canvassers shall endorse upon - 
the certificate, and declare in writing the reuslt of such elec- 
tion; such certificate and declaration shall then be filed with 
the City Clerk, and entered and attached upon the records of 
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said city, and a copy of said certificate and declaration, certified 
to by the City Clerk, shall be filed by him with the Controller 
of said city. 

Section 3. In order to provide a sinking fund for the 
redemption of the bonds provided for in the preceding section, 
the Common Council shall have power, and it shall be its 
duty, to raise by taxation in each year, upon the property 
assessed for city purposes, within said city, a sum equal to 
two and one-half per cent of the amount of said bonds issued 
under the provisions of this act, which sum, when raised, shall 
be credited to the sinking fund of said city for the purposes 
aforesaid. The principal realized from the issue and sale of 
said bonds shall be deposited in the city treasury to the credit of 
acquiring sites and the cosntruction of public library build- 
tioned, and shall be applied exclusively to the purpose of 
the public library fund for the purpose hereinbefore men- 
ings in the city of Detroit. The premium and accrued interest, 
if any, shall be credited to the sinking fund. It shall be the 
duty of the Detroit Library Commission to transmit to the 
Common Council through the city controller, on or before the 
first day of February in each year, or at such other time or 
times as the Common Council of the city of Detroit may by 
ordinance prescribe for the submission of annual estimates, 
an estimate of the amount of money which said commission 
may deem necessary for the proper maintenance of the public 
libraries of the city of Detroit, during the fiscal year next 
ensuing, which estimate shall, as far as practical, be made in 
detail, specifying the amounts required for books, magazines. 
and other publications, for salaries of employes, repairs, new 
buildings, additions to library buildings, fuel, supplies, and 
general current expenses, together with an estimate of the 
revenues to be derived during the fiscal year next ensuing, 
from sources other than taxation. So much of the said esti- 
mate as the Common Council and the Board of Estimates of 
the city of Detroit shall approve shall be levied and collected 
the same as other city taxes of the said city: Provided, how- 
ever, That the amount so approved, together with the revenues 
to be derived from other sources than taxation, except gifts, 
grants, devises, bequests, fines for breach of the penal laws 
of the State and funds from other than public sources, shall 
not be less than one-fifth of a mill on the dollar on property 
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assessed for city purposes. It shall be unlawful for the said 
Detroit Library Commission to pay out or agree to pay out any 
money for any item or items or for any object or objects disallowed 
by the said Common Council or Board of Estimates: Provided, 
however, That in case of any loss, by fire or otherwise, to the 
property of the said commission, or in case it shall be neces- 
sary for the Detroit Library Commission to acquire additional 
funds in order to comply with the terms of any proposed gift 
to said commission, or in case of any unforeseen contingencies, 
for which no appropriation shall have been made, the Com- 
mon Council may authorize the commission to provide the 
necessary moneys for the same from any available funds of 
said commission, or may authorize the controller of the city 
of Detroit to borrow the same on the faith and credit of the 
city; but no such amount for any specific purpose in excess 
of two thousand five hundred dollars shall be authorized, 
unless the same shall have been approved by the Board of 
Estimates at a meeting called for that purpose, if said Board 
of Estimates shall not at such time be in regular session. On 
or before the first day of January in each year said Detroit 
Library Commission shall submit to the Common Council of 
said city a report for the fiscal year ending on the thirtieth 
day of June next preceding. 


Section 4. On and after July first, one thousand nine 
hundred and three, all pay rolls, bills, accounts and claims of 
every character against the library commission after having 
been duly audited and approved by said commission, the 
certificate of which audit and approval shall be endorsed 
thereon by the president and secretary of said commission, 
shall be transmitted to the city controller, who shall submit 
the same to the Common Council with his approval or dis- 
approval. When said pay rolls, bills, accounts and claims 
shall have been allowed by the Common Council, and the 
payment thereof approved by the mayor, the controller shall 
draw his warrant or warrants on the city treasurer in payment 
therefor. No bill, account.or claim shall be audited or ap- 
proved by said commission unless the same shall be accom- 
panied with a sworn affidavit of the person rendering the same 
that he verily believes the services or property therein 
charged have been actually performed or delivered for said 
commission, that the sum (sums) charged therefor are reason- 
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able and just, and that to the best of his knowledge and beliet 
no set-off exists, nor payment has been made on account 
thereof except such as are included in or referred to in such 
account. A similar affidavit shall be required upon all pay 
rolls, said affidavit to be made by the person under whose 
supervision the services charged have been rendered. 


Section 5. The Detroit Library Commission is hereby 
authorized to take private property for the use and benefit ot 
the Detroif public libraries, within the limitations of the State — 
Constitution, and to institute and prosecute proceedings for 
that purpose. 


Section 6. Such proceedings may be commenced and 
prosecuted under this act, whenever the Detroit Library Com- 
mission shall have declared a new public library building a 
public necessity in the municipality, and shall declare that 
they deem it necessary to take private property, describing it, 
for such public improvement, designating it; and that the im- 
provement is for the use and benefit of the public; and they 
shall, by resolution, direct the corporation counsel of the city 
of Detroit to institute the necessary proceedings in behalf of 
the said Detroit Library Commission, in the proper court, to 
carry out the object of the resolution in regard to taking pri- 
vate property by the said Board of Education. Jurisdiction 
is hereby conferred upon the Recorder’s Court of the City of 
Detroit in all cases brought under this act. 


Section 7. The secretary of the Detroit Library Com- 
mission shall make and deliver to such corporation counsel, 
as soon as may be, a copy of such resolution, certified and 
under seal, and it shall be the duty of such corporation counsel 
to prepare and file in the name of the Detroit Library Com- 
mission in the court having jurisdiction, a petition signed by 
him in his official character and duly verified by him or by 
some person having knowledge of the facts; to which petition 
a certified copy shall be prima facie evidence of the action 
taken by the Detroit Library Commission and of the passage 
of such resolution. The petition shall state, among other 
things, that it is made and filed as commencement of judicial 
proceedings by the Detroit Library Commission in pursuance 
of this act, to acquire the right to take private property for 
the use and benefit of the public library of said city, without 
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the consent of the owners, for public improvement, desig- 
nating it, for a just compensation to be made. A description 
of the property proposed to be taken shall be given, and, gen- 
erally, the nature and extent of the use thereof that will be 
required in making and maintaining the improvement shall 
be stated, and also the names of the owners and others inter- 
ested in the property, so far as can be ascertained, including 
those in possession of the premises. The petition shall also 
state that the Detroit Library Commission has declared such 
library building or addition to old library buildings to be a 
necessity, and that they deem it necessary to take the private 
property described in that behalf, for such improvement, for 
the use or benefit of the public library of said city. The peti- 
tion shall ask that a jury be summoned and empaneled to 
ascertain and determine whether it is necessary to take such 
private property as it is proposed to take, for the use or benefit 
of the public library of said city, and to ascertain and deter- 
_ mine the just compensation to be made therefor. The petition 
may state any other pertinent matter or thing and may pray 
for any other or further relief to which the said Detroit Library 
Commission may be entitled within the object of this act. 


Section 8. Upon receiving said petition it shall be the 
duty of the clerk of said court to issue a summons against the 
respondents named in said petition, and state briefly the object 
of said petition, and commanding them, in the name of the 
people of the State of Michigan, to appear before said court 
at a time and place to be named therein, not less than twenty 
days nor more than forty days from the date of the same, and 
show cause, if any they have, why the prayer of said petition 
should not be granted. 


Section 9. Said summons shall be served by the sheriff, 
under-sheriff or a deputy sheriff of the county, or by any 
member of the metropolitan police force of the city of Detroit, 
at least five days before the return day thereof, upon all the 
respondents found within the county, by exhibiting the orig- 
inal and delivering a copy to each of them. If any respondent 
who is a resident of the county, cannot be found, the summons 
shall be served by leaving a copy thereof at his or her usual, 
or last place of abode, with some person of suitable age and 
discretion. If any minor, or person of unsound mind is inter- 
ested in the premises to be taken, service may be made upon 
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the guardian of such person, if any; and if there is no guardian, 
the court may appoint some discreet and proper person to 
be guardian for such person; in such proceeding any such 
guardian shall have authority to represent such person in said 
proceedings. Proceedings to appoint such guardian shall be 
the same as in other cases provided by statute. If it shall 
appear on the return day of the summons that any respondent 
cannot be found in the county, and has not been served in the man- 
ner provided, and if a non-resident has not voluntarily ap- 
peared, the court may make an order requiring said respondent 
or respondents to appear and show cause why the prayer of 
the petition should not be granted on a day to be named in 
the order, not less than thirty days from the date’ thereof, and 
may require that a certified copy of said order be personally 
served upon said respondents, wherever found, if practicable, 
at least six days before the time named in the order for appear- 
ance, or the court may make such order for appearance and 
require as to any or all such non-resident respondents who 
shall not have been served and have not appeared, that service 
be made by publishing a certified copy of such order for three 
successive weeks, at least once in each week, in at least one 
newspaper published within the municipality; the last pub- 
lication to be at least six days before the date fixed in the 
order for appearance. Alias and plures summons may be 
issued and the court may adjourn proceedings from time to 
time, as there shall be occasion to, as in any other civil cases. 
Service of such order in either mode prescribed shall be suf- 
ficient notice to bind the respondents, and the property repre- 
sented by them. The return of the officer upon the summons 
and an affidavit of the due service of publication of the order 
for appearance, if any, shall be filed in the clerk’s office before 
a jury shall be empaneled, and be sufficient evidence of service 
on the respondents and of the manner of service. 


Section 10. On the return day of the summons, or on 
some subsequent date to which the proceedings are adjourned, 
if no sufficient cause to the contrary be shown, the court shall 
make an order that a jury be empaneled in the cause. Such 
jury shall be composed of twelve freeholders of the munici- 
pality, and shall be selected and empaneled as follows: The 
sheriff, under-sheriff or deputy sheriff of the county, shall on 
the same day, or at an adjourned day, make a list of twenty- 
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four resident freeholders of said city, and the corporation 
council, or by an assistant, and the respondents collectively 
shall each have the right to strike six names from the list of 
persons written down as aforesaid, and subject to objection 
for cause, and the twelve persons whose names are left on the 
list shall compose the jury for the trial of the cause, and shall 
be summoned to attend at such time as the court shall direct, 
by a venire issued by the clerk of the court, and to be served 
by one of the officers aforesaid. If the respondents neglect or 
refuse to strike six names from said list, it shall be done by 
the judge of the court, and in case any of the persons to be 
summoned cannot be found in the county, or being summoned 
do not attend or shall be excused for cause or otherwise, tales- 
men possessing the necessary qualifications may be summoned 
as jurors in the cause by said sheriff or sheriff’s officer, or 
authorized person, and the practice and proceedings under 
this act, except as herein provided, relative to the empaneling 
and summoning, and excusing the jurors and talesmen and 
imposing fines or penalties upon them for non-attendance, 
shall be the same as the practice and porceedings in the Circuit 
Courts of the State relative to petit jurors in civil cases in 
such courts, except that peremptory challenges shall not be 
allowed. Every person who shall directly or indirectly ask to 
be placed upon said jury list shall thereby render himself 
ineligible to serve as a juror in said court for one year there- 
after. 


Section 11. Every jury empaneled in any cause shall be 
' sworn as follows: You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that in 
the matter of taking private property for public use for the 
use and benefit of the Detroit Library Commission, you will 
well and truly ascertain and determine whether there is a 
public necessity for making the proposed improvement, and 
for taking for the use and benefit of the Detroit Library Com- 
mission the private property which the petition describes and 
prays may be taken, and if you determine that it is necessary, 
then that you ascertain and determine and award the just 
compensation to be made therefor, and faithfully and impar- 
tially discharge all other duties as devolve upon you in this 
case, and unless discharged by the court a true verdict give 
according to law and evidence, so help you God. They shall 
hear the proof and allegations of the parties and the arguments 
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of counsel, and if so ordered by the court shall go to the place 
of the intended improvement in charge of an officer, and upon, 
or as near as practicable to any property proposed to be taken, 
and examine the premises. They shall be instructed as to 
their duties and the law of the case by the court and shall 
retire under the charge of an officer, and render their verdict 
in the same manner as on the trial of any ordinary civil case. 


Section 12. The jury shall determine in their verdict the 
public necessity for the proposed improvement, and for taking 
such private property for the use and benefit of the public 
library of said city for such proposed improvement, and in 
case they find that such necessity exists, they shall award to 
the owners of said property such compensation therefor as 
they shall deem just, but it shall not be necessary for them to 
state in their report the damages separately, but only the net 
amount of damages. If any such private property taken shall 
be subject to a valid mortgage, lease, or agreement, and the 
taking thereof for such purpose will impair such security, lease 
or agreement, the jury shall apportion and award the owner 
of said mortgage, lessee or person interested in said agreement 
such portion of the compensation as they shall deem just, and 
if there are any buildings or other personal property situated 
on the land taken, the jury may, at the request of the owner, 
allow instead of damages for the value, damages and expenses 
for the removal thereof. The damages for taking any land 
belonging to the estate of a deceased person shall be awarded 
to said estate, and shall be paid to the executor or adminis- 
trator of said estate, or if there is no such administrator or 
executor, or if he cannot be found, it shall be deposited with 
the treasurer of the Board of Education to the credit of said 


estate and be paid to the person entitled to receive the same 
when found. 


Section 13. To assist the jury in arriving at a verdict the 
court may allow the jury when they retire to take with them 
the petition filed in the case, and maps showing the proposed 
improvement, and the location of each and all the parcels of 
property to be taken, with the names of all parties interested 
in such property, and may also submit to them a blank ver- 


dict, which may be as follows: 
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PART 1. 


We-fnd that itis s.4 364 necessary to take the private 
property described in the petition in this cause, for the use 
and (or) benefit of the Public Library of the City of Detroit 
for the proposed public improvement. 


> 


PART 2. 


The just compensation to be paid for such private property 
we have ascertained and determined, and hereby award as 
follows: 


Description of each Owners, occupants 
of the several par- and others inter- : To Wh 
cels of private prop- ested im each Compensation. A ore 


erty to be taken. parcel. payable. 
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The different descriptions of the property and the names 
of the occupants, owners and others interested therein may 
be inserted in said blank verdict under the direction of the 
court, before it is submitted to the jury, or it may be done by 
the jury. 


Section 14. The verdict of the jury may be set aside by 
the court and a new trial ordered as in civil cases in the Circuit 
Courts in this State, and amendments either in form or sub- 
stance may be allowed in any paper, petition, process, record 
or proceeding, or in the description of the property proposed 
to be taken, or the name of any person, whether contained in 
a resolution passed by the Detroit Library Comission of the 
City of Detroit, or otherwise, whenever the amendment will 
not interfere with the substantial rights of the parties. Any 
such amendment may be made after as well as before judg- 
ment confirming the verdict of the jury. 


Section 15. Any person whose property may be taken 
considering himself aggrieved may appeal from the judgment 
of the court confirming the verdict of the jury by filing in 
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writing with the clerk of said court a notice of such appeal 
within five days after the confirmation, and within the same 
time serving a copy thereof on the Corporation Counsel of the 
City of Detroit, and filing a bond in said court to be approved 
by the judge thereof, conditioned for the prosecution of said 
appeal to the judgment and the payment of all costs, damages 
and expenses that may be awarded against him, in case the 
judgment of confirmation shall be confirmed. Such appeal 
shall be perfected within the same time and prosecuted as an 
appeal in chancery, as near as may be, subject to the provisions 
of this act. 


Section 16. Said appeal may be brought on for hearing at 
any term of the Supreme Court, and said court may affirm, or 
for any substantial-error reverse the judgment and may grant 
a new trial. Said court shall allow the prevailing party his 
reasonable costs and expenses to be taxed, and give judgment 
as in other chancery appeals, and all costs, damages and ex- 
penses awarded to the Detroit Library Commission of the 
City of Detroit, if it so elect, may be applied on or deducted 
from the compensation, if any, to be paid, or execution may 
issue on the judgment. Damages may be awarded against a 
party appealing without reasonable cause. 


Section 17. When the verdict of the jury shall have been 
finally confirmed and the time in which to take an appeal has 
expired, or if an appeal is taken, on filing in the court below 
of a certified copy of the order of the Supreme Court, affirming 
the judgment of confirmation, it shall be the duty of the clerk 
of the court to transmit to the Secretary of the Detroit Library 
Commission of the City of Detroit a‘ certified copy of the 
verdict of the jury and of the judgment of confirmation, and of 
the judgment, if any, of confirmance. 


Section 18. Within one year after the confirmation of the 
verdict of the jury, or after the judgment of confirmation shall 
on appeal be confirmed, the Detroit Library Commission of the 
City of Detroit shall set apart and cause to be provided in the 
treasury of the Detroit Library Commission of the City or 
Detroit the amount required to make compensation to the 
owners and persons interested for the private property taken 
as awarded by the jury, and shall in the resolution setting 
apart and providing said sum direct the Secretary of the 
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Detroit Library Commission to draw a warrant upon the 
Treasurer of said board for such amounts required to make 
compensation to the owners or persons interested for the 
private property taken as awarded by the jury, and shall in the 
resolution setting apart and providing said sum direct the 
Treasurer of the Detroit Library Commission to pay to the 
persons respectively entitled to the money so set apart and 
provided to each his or her proportion, as ascertained and 
awarded by said verdict. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer 
of the Detroit Library Commission to securely hold such 
money for the purpose of paying for the property taken, and 
pay the same to the persons entitled thereto according to the 
verdict of the jury, on demand, and not pay out the money for 
any other purpose whatever. Whenever the necessary sum is 
actually in the treasury of the Detroit Library Commission for 
such purpose the Treasurer shall make and sign duplicate 
certificates, verified by his oath, showing that the amount of 
compensation awarded by the jury is actually in the treasury 
for the payment of the private property taken in the case, 
giving the title of the case; he shall cause one of the certificates 
to be filed in the office of the clerk of said court in which the 
proceedings were had, and the other to be filed with the 
Secretary of the Detroit Library Commission, each certificate 
shall be prima facie evidence of the matters therein stated. 
Whenever the amount of such compensation is in the treasury, 
and thus secured to be paid, the Detroit Library Commission 
of the City of Detroit may enter upon and take possession of, 
and use such private property for the purpose for which it was 
taken, and may remove all buildings, fences and other obstruc- 
tions therefrom. In case of resistance or refusal on the part of 
any one to the Detroit Library Commission of the City of 
Detroit, or their agents and servants entering upon and taking 
possession of such private property for the use and purpose for 
which it was taken, at any time after the amount of the 
compensation for such is actually in the treasury ready to be 
paid to those entitled thereto, the Detroit Library Commission 
of the City of Detroit, by the Corporation Counsel, may apply 
to the court, and shall be entitled on making a sufficient 
showing, to a writ of assistance to put them in possession of 
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Section 19. Officers, jurors and witnesses in any pro- 
ceedings under this act will be entitled to receive from the 
Detroit Library Commission of the City of Detroit, instituting 
the proceedings, the same fees and compensation as are pro- 
vided by law for similar services in an ordinary action at law 
in the Circuit Courts of this State. 


Section 20. The Detroit Library Commission of the City 
of Detroit shall not have power to discontinue proceedings 
under this act after the rendition of the verdict of the jury, but 
they may direct the Corporation Counsel of the City of Detroit 
to move for a new trial or to arrest proceedings, or to take an 
appeal to the Supreme Court, and in any such case the same 
proceedings shall be taken as are hereinbefore prescribed in the 
case of like proceedings on the part of any respondent, except 
that no bond shall be required nor shall the Detroit Library 
Commission of the City of Detroit be required to pay the fees 
of the clerk of the Recorder’s Court. 


Section 21. In case there is on the private property taken 
a building or other structure, the same shall be sold by or 
under the direction of the Detroit Library Commission; the 
amount produced by the sale shall belong and be paid to the 
fund for paying the compensation awarded for the property 
taken: provided, that no proceedings as above mentioned shall 
be taken until the Board of Estimates of the City of Detroit, 
and the Common Council of the City of Detroit, shall have first 
allowed such sum as will reasonably be supposed to cover the 
expenses of such proceedings. 


Section 22. All acts and parts ot acts contravening the 
provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 
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BRANCH No. 4, FIELD AND AGNES AVENUES 


As ele RON RE AU 


f CENTRAL LIBRARY BUILDING 


Report of the President. 


To the Board of Education: 
GENTLEMEN : 


A careful perusal of the various reports and statistics 
comprising a synopsis of the year’s work of the Library 
Commission, and herewith attached, present such a compre- 
hensive statement of library conditions and its affairs, that I 
find but little to add. 

Many valuable suggestions tending to improve the service 
in behalf of the public, as well as the methods of administra- 
tion, have been made and adopted during the seven years of 
my sharing its responsibilities and duties with the Commission. 
As private enterprises today are carried on under more 
exacting methods, than five or ten years ago, so has the 
business feature of the library experienced a greater applica- 
tion of strict and efficient business rules; permitting at all 
times a clearer review of work done, of funds applied and 
expended and of improvements contemplated for the future. 
While the methods of administration were modified from time 
to time, so too, has the legislative act of 1905, placed this 
Commission in closer touch with the administration of our 
municipal affairs, proving of benefit to the Library Commis- 
sion, and consequently to the public in various ways. The 
greatest economy and scrutinizing judgment has, at all times, 
been exercised, in the expenditures of the library. The rapid 
increase of our City’s population naturally caused greater and 
enlarged demands upon the function and usefulness of our 
library. These, however, could not be complied with and 
fulfilled, owing to the narrow limits of its resources, namely 
the 1/5 of a mill tax and some fines. The proper bodies of 
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our municipal government now have it within their power to 
provide judiciously, according as conditions may require, for 
the needs of this useful institution. 

In our branch system much progress has been made in the 
right direction. In its beginning, it might have been classed 
as a desirable convenience, it is now a necessity. The Hurlbut 
Branch up to two years ago, conducted as an adjunct of 
the Water Commission, is now a part of the library system, 
and subject to its rules and provisions. The first two branches 
opened seven years-ago, are now increased to six well equipped 
establishments, among which the branch on Field Ave., stands 
forth as the first branch building erected and owned by the 
Library Commission. As I refer to the librarian’s report for 
a more complete account of its cost, and equipment, I cannot 
refrain from commenting upon the successful completion of 
the undertaking. Not only has every dollar been returned in 
full value received, but the institution is also well patronized 
in a district exceptionally well supplied with schools and 
populated with an appreciative class of citizens. The lecture 
room, in which popular talks and lectures are given several 
times during the winter months to the young and old, has 
met with public approval. The plan of giving short addresses 
to children on popular and instructive subjects in the Central 
library has, ever since its inception, proved successful and as 
heretofore, I shall earnestly support an extension of this 
feature to all other branches. The general reading room of 
a branch could be utilized for the purpose of holding there 
one or more addresses during the month or else arrangements 
could be made, at a small expense, to use the second story 
over each branch. No doubt, some of our learned citizens 
would cheerfully respond to an invitation by the Library Com- 
mission as heretofore, and choose a popular subject of interest 
to both young and old, not only extending thereby, an infor- 
mal course of talks, but also developing into a system of free 
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lectures in the branches to children in the afternoon, and to 
adults in the evening. 

Some years ago attention was very properly called toward 
specializing some appropriate library feature with our public 
library and it was subsequently suggested to take advantage 
of the exceptional opportunity afforded by unfortunate con- 
ditions in our own State. I refer to the devastation of our 
forests and to the present initial efforts of reforesting the 
thousands of acres of Michigan waste lands. No public 
library is more suitably situated than ours to produce the 
greatest of good in this direction, by gradually building up 
a department on the now important topic of forestry, and in 
eventually excelling in completness and practical value, any 
other in the country. No State of the Union offers a better 
object lesson than Michigan, where experience and solution 
of the problem are yet in their infancy, and where a good 
“Forestry” library will offer welcome means as an aid to 
learn how to reclaim the millions of dollars lost to the com- 
monwealth of Michigan. Not only would it lend a guiding 
hand to the present and an aiding hand to the future pros- 
perity of large sections of the State, but it would also establish 
an extensive reputation on this subject for itself. 

Neither can I refrain from again calling your attention and 
thai of our progressive citizens, to the most indispensable need 
of a much larger and more modern main library building. 
It is an absolute and urgent necessity which requires this 
appeal to the Citizens of Detroit. The librarian’s report in 
1905 very pertinently states: “The present library building 
was erected (in 1875) for 25,000 books, and for a city of 
100,000 people. Both books and population have increased, 
the former more than 800 per cent. and the latter in the 
- neighborhood of 400 per cent.” 

It is probably not generally known that now thousands of 
books and literary treasures are stored away in the library 
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and removed from use, because no adequate space is available 
to place them where they properly belong, and are accessible. 
The card catalogue, one of the most valuable features of the 
library, is curtailed in its usefulness to the public, because of 
the crowded conditions of the rooms, and the time is near at 
hand when it will become necessary to discontinue the pur- 
chase of books altogether, because of lack of sufficient space 
to properly house them. The sanitary condition of the build- 
ing in general, and particularly that of the children’s room 
is unworthy of a modern city like Detroit. Large buildings 
have gradually surrounded the library, depriving it of light, 
and adding the danger of destruction by fire, to this building 
which was suitable for its purpose 31 years ago. It is well 
known that Mr. Carnegie’s offer of $750,000 is still available, 
and also that the Legislature authorized a Bond issue of not 
to exceed $1,000,000 for the erection of a new building, in 
case the taxpayer preferred to assume this obligation. Either 
condition awaits the action of our citizens, and I earnestly hope 
that now, since the question has been before the public in all 
its phases for several years, prompt and definite steps will be 
taken to add a new library building to the fine educational 
institutions, of which our city can justly be proud. 

It is with much satisfaction that I also refer to the re- 
adjustment of salaries of most of the staff. This step, with 
which I have been heartily in accord ever since I became con- 
nected with the Commission, was made possible through the 
concurring action of the Board of Estimates and the Common 
Council. The moderate increase was not only well deserved, 
but in part made necessary by the general increase of living 
expenses. 

My contact with the personnel of the Library Staff 
during the past seven years has added much to the pleasure 
I found in performing my public duties. I hope those cordial 
relations which I had the privilege of maintaining with my 
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colleagues on the Board and with the staff in general, will 
continue during the new term with which I have been honored. 
To all of these I express my grateful appreciation for their 
willing support, and effective co-operation. 

In closing my review of the past years of library service, 
the sad duty devolves upon me to inscribe upon the list of 
those who have closed their service to the public and man- 
kind forever, the names of two gentlemen, with whom I had 
the pleasure and honor to share the duties of Commissioner. 

Mr. Jas. E. Scripps, who died May 29th, 1906, was 
appointed in 1900 and elected President in 1905, Failing 
health did not permit him to complete his term. Shortly 
before his death, he, in conjunction with Mr. Geo. G. Booth, 
presented the Library Commission with a site for the erection 
of a branch. It gives me special pleasure to officially mention 
the laudable act of these public spirited citizens, who not only 
recognized the usefulness of branch libraries, but by their 
generosity also aided in furthering an institution which stands 
as a benefaction to the masses. Owing to the refusal of the 
Board of Estimates to provide the necessary money for the 
building in that year, the branch is not yet erected. It 1s 
hoped, however, that an appropriation will be made in the 
near future, which will thereupon enable the Commission to 
erect and equip a handsome branch, much needed in that 
district. 

Mr. John S. Gray died unexpectedly July 6, 1906. Mr. 
Gray was appointed in 1897, and elected President of the 
Board in 1900 and 1902, completing his term of office in 
1902. His active interest in the welfare of the library made 
him also a valuable member of the commission. The branch 
library system of this city was created through Mr. Gray’s 
- unceasing efforts, and due to his beneficial influence with the 
Board of Education, an arrangement was brought about by 
means of which the first three branches found shelter in the 
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high school buildings of the city. Because of this co-opera- 
tion but little expenditure was then required to carry on the 
good work which has since expanded to such an extent as 
fully to justify the hopes entertained for the branch system’s 
future success. 

The public library has lost, in the death of these gentle- 
men two friends whose long and efficient services will always 
claim a deserving place in the history of the Detroit Public 
Library. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE OSIUS, 
President. 
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Report of the Librarian. 


To the Detroit Library Commission: 


The change in the law by which the library was made a 
department of the city government on the same basis as other 
departments, with its financial estimates and accounts subject 
to the control and approval of the Common Council, has 
resulted in a more liberal appropriation for library purposes. 
The experience of this, the first year since the law went into 
effect, furnishes the library authorities no reason to complain. 
The aldermen and estimators were most cordial and sym- 
pathetic and seemed to understand and appreciate the needs 
of the library and the importance of its suitable maintenance. 
Substantially the whole sum asked for was allowed, and this 
was considerably beyond the fifth-of-a-mill, to which the 
library was by the old law limited. 

This state of affairs permitted increased book purchases. 
There have been occasions in some former years when as 
extensive purchases were made, but this was only done by 
curtailing expenses in some other direction. Under the 
present system, a specific sum is appropriated for buying books 
and it must be used for that purpose and no other. This 
enables the book committee to plan in advance their purchases 
in certain directions, knowing definitely what funds are 
available. 

In round numbers ten thousand books were bought, increas- 
ing the whole number now in the library to 217,502. Of this 
number about 180,000 are in the Central library, and the 
remainder are in the branches and schools, The distribution 
of the books among the various languages is as follows: 
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German, 7,403; French, 4,380; Polish, 1,528; Bohemian, 153, 
Spanish, 125; Italian, 189; Dutch, 60. The remaining 203,- 
¥14 are in English, with the exception of those in Latin and 
Greek and a few minor languages. 


In Appendix B will be found the details with respect to 
the additions to the library, their distribution among the 
several classes, as well as the relative proportion of the classes 
of books in the entire collection. 


With the surplus of funds received through 

Branch dividends from the defunct City Savings Bank, the 
Library Board has been able to erect its first branch library 
Building building. A lot was bought in the late summer of 
No. 3. 14905, on the corner of Agnes and Field avenues 
and plans were at once prepared for a building to 

cost complete not more than $10,000. The building was 
erected within the amount set aside and it was occupied 
June 1st, 1906. It was handsomely but not extravagantly 
furnished. The whole cost of this property as it stands at 
the close of the year was $13,242.51, divided as follows: 
lot $2,250; building, $9,103.37; furnishing and equipping 
$1,889.14. The library occupies the whole of the main floor 
except the private office of the librarian. There is a corridor 
from the main entrance to the delivery desk. A turnstile 
entrance upon the right opens into the children’s department 
and upon the left into the adult department. The librarian’s 
desk commands both departments. The book shelves are 
along the walls, the windows extending from the top of the 
cases to the ceiling, The building is heated by steam and 
lighted by Nernst lamps. In the basement is a pleasant lecture 
room, with a seating capacity for 250. This has an outside 
entrance independent of the library. A series of lectures has 
been inaugurated by the library and the use of the room is 
offered to the people of the neighborhood without charge for 
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any public or educational purpose, upon application approved 
by the Commission. 


The policy inaugurated late in the previous year 
Library of establishing traveling libraries in large manu- 
Deposit facturing establishments has been continued and 
Stations the work has been expanded. One establishment 
found that its employees were so transient and so 
little inclined to take advantage of the opportunities offered 
by thelibrary that after a trial of several months they 
abandoned the plan. Books were installed in two other large 
factories during the year and seem to be highly appreciated. 
The circulation in all the factories has been steadily growing, 
which is evidence that as the reading opportunities become 
more widely known appreciation of them increases. It is 
desirable to duplicate some of our books more extensively 
than we have been doing, rather than take so many from our 
shelves to send to the factory stations. 
Late in the year a deposit station was opened in the East 
Side Settlement House. About 200 books and magazines 
were sent there and the place is kept open every afternoon 
and evening as a reading room. One of the library assistants 
visits the place every Wednesday afternoon and Friday even- 
ing to attend to the circulation of books for home reading. 
The plan has thus far worked satisfactorily. The Settlement 
House is located in the midst of a densely settled district, 
peopled almost wholly by foreigners, largely Polish. So a 
good proportion of the books sent out are in that language. 
Practically, none of these people had before used the library, 
or even knew of its existence. We find here, as in the 
factories, the desirability of duplicating good books more 
generally, and especially in this particular case, juvenile books 
‘and books in Polish. It is not improbable that other Social 
Settlements observing the workings of the library scheme at 
the place referred to will avail themselves of similar privileges. 
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Early in the year Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Stevens 
Sunshine placed under the management of the children’s 
Work department six special libraries of about 20 books 
each to be sent to the homes of sick or crippled 
children, who are not able to go out. Each library is put up 
in a neat oak case with shelves and a handle for carrying it 
about. It is set up in a child’s room as a book case and con- 
tains a catalog of the entire collection, so that one may know 
the titles in each section. The books were selected with much 
pains and have been found popular with the children. As 
the libraries became known the demand has exceeded the 
supply and there has usually been a waiting list. These 
libraries were presented by Mr. and Mrs. Stevens as a 
memorial of their son, Hoyt Henshaw Stevens, who died in 
childhood. An inscription and portrait of the lad are upon 
the bookcase door. This idea of bringing pleasure and enter- 
tainment to shut-in children has appealed so strongly to some 
of the friends of the library that they have followed up these 
memorial libraries and paid friendly visits to the children who 
are using them. With tact and good judgment in this kind 
of humanitarian service doubtless much comfort can be carried 
into the homes of children who are denied the enjoyments 
and the opportunities of the healthy and the strong. 


Summer playgrounds for the children were first 

Play- opened at the public schools in 1905. In that year 

ground a few books were distributed as an experiment. 

Libraries Both the playgrounds and the books proved 

immensely popular and in 1906, they were greatly 

increased. The home circulation amounted to upwards of 

5,000 books and helped to swell the school circulation, which 

this year showed an increase of 23,290 over the preceding 
year, 


By the annexation of new territory and the growth of the 


LIBRARY COMMISSION REPORT OF 1906. 1” 


2 


city, eight new and large public school buildings were opened at 
the beginning of the school year. A thousand books were 
bought to supply these schools, making a total of upwards of 
14,000 books provided for school use. No books are taken from 
the shelves of the library for that service, but all are duplicates 
bought for the schools and not used elsewhere. The books 
were selected specially for each of the grades and all above 
the second share in the distribution. Except that the schools 
remote from the library are favored, the school enrollment is 
the guide in assigning the books. Most teachers are interested 
in this phase of school work. Many of them come to the 
library to post themselves with regard to books to recommend 
-to their pupils. 


This department has held its own through the 
Children’s year in spite of the competition of the branch 
Depart- | make use of the branches near their homes, rather 
ment libraries. Of course, we prefer the children to 
than come to the Central library. Still, there are 
thousands of children who can more conveniently come to 
the Central library. The librarian in charge of that depart- 
ment notes an increasing interest displayed by the children of 
all grades in reading and studying at the library on subjects 
which are engaging their attention at school. Teachers are 
sending children to the library for this purpose and encourage 
their use of the books, for they remark a great difference in 
knowledge and quickness of comprehension between the chil- 
dren who visit the library and those who do not. 

The story telling by Miss Irene Farquhar was continued on 
Saturday afternoons during the winter. and spring months, 
with the usual acceptability. This is a service for which she 
has a natural gift and in which she takes delight, and it is 
needless to say that she also delights her auditors. Miss 
Farquhar was married in June and has taken up her residence 
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in Colorado. The children will greatly miss her. For three 
years she has responded cheerfully to every call we have made 
upon her and has thereby put us under an obligation which, 
unfortunately, we have no means of repaying. On behalf of 
the thousands of children, little and big, to whom she has 
given pleasure by her recitals, I take this opportunity to extend 
most cordial acknowledgment and thanks. 


The series of Saturday afternoon talks was continued as 
usual. Mr, R. J. Conway, Superintendent of the Belle Isle 
Aquarium, described some of the queer inhabitants of that 
institution and doubtless led many to pay it a visit for personal 
observation. Rev. Lee S. McCollester spoke on “Civic Ideals 
for Children,” Mr. Harry Rickel described “A Bluejacket’s 
Daily Life and Duties,” Mr. Jefferson Butler told of “Spring 
out of Doors.” This closed the spring series. In the autumn 
it was again renewed, when Miss Goodrich, of the Normal 
Training School, told the story of Hiawatha, which was 
illustrated by the Kempton pictures, actual photographs of 
the dramatic representation presented by the Indians of the 
Huron country of Canada. It is a source of great regret that 
we have not a suitable auditorium and are obliged to have 
these talks in the badly crowded and ill ventilated single room 
in which all the business of the department must be done. 


This department suffered a loss by the resigna- 

Catalog tion of Miss Sarah A. Cochrane in July. Her 
Depart- _—_ connection with the library dates from December, 
ment 1883, and she had been for upwards of twenty 
years in charge of the catalog. The decimal system 

of classification was adopted when she took charge and it fell 
to her to apply it practically to the upwards of 70,000 books 
then in the library, as well as to all subsequent accessions. 
The method of handling and classifying so large a number 
of books without interrupting for even a single day the work 
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of the library is described in a paper by Miss Cochrane read 
before the American Library Association at its meeting in 
San Francisco and published in the proceedings of the Associa- 
tion for 1891. The printed catalog and its three supplements 
were prepared under her supervision. Miss Cochrane felt 
that she was entitled to a rest after so many years of arduous 
service and so surrendered the work to younger hands. Miss 
Marie Ganley was appointed her successor. She has been 
employed in the department for many years as assistant to 
Miss Cochrane. This was a case in which promotion was 
natural and suitable. 

The condition of the card catalog was alluded to in my 
-last annual report. It was then thought impossible to extend 
it in its present location. But the drawers were so badly 
overcrowded that some relief was imperative. Rather than 
divide the catalog and put some portion of it in another part 
of the building, the card registry office was crowded into a 
narrow corner and space was found to add to the card catalog 
96 double drawers. This disposes of the matter for two or 
three years, but it only postpones the day when some additional 
measure of relief must be found. The duplicate subject 
catalog for the reference room has been carried forward 
meantime, and at no distant time will furnish a complete 
subject catalog which will be very useful and convenient in 
the reference department. The cards already provided are 
serving an excellent purpose. 


Mention has been already made of the erection 

Branch of a building especially for one of our branches 

Libraries and in the immediate vicinity of a branch which 

had been already in successful operation for two 

years. In its new quarters this branch has increased oppor- 
tunities for good work. 

The city failed to make an appropriation to erect a suitable 

building to relieve the Grand River Avenue branch, although 
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a site had been already donated for the purpose by Mr. Scripps. 
This branch is in a rented store building, altogether too small 
for the purpose, ill lighted and not at all what a branch library 
should be. Nevertheless it shows the second largest circula- 
tion of any branch. 


The room in the Western High School occupied as a branch 
library is required for school purposes and the Library Com- 
mission has been ordered to vacate. It was thought at one 
time that the city might provide the money to erect a building 
in Clark Park in connection with a shelter building, which the 
Park Commission was authorized to build. But the Corpora- 
tion Counsel vetoed this scheme by declaring it illegal. The 
Commission, therefore, took a two years lease of a double 
store, 462 and 464 Dix avenue, and fitted it up for library 
use. It is much smaller than the room in the High School, 
but it is thought to be the best obtainable in that neighborhood 
and that it will answer the purpose fairly well. 


The statistics of home circulation given elsewhere show 
that the branches circulated 22,314 more books than in the 
previous year. A considerable proportion of the increase in 
circulation shown in the total for the year is due to the 
branches. The schools show an increase, while the Central 
library has a falling off in home circulation of upwards of 
7,000. The statistics show that in 1906 the branches furnished 
about 87 per cent of the total circulation, as against 35.7 per 
cent in 1905. From these figures it appears that many people 
who formerly used the Central Library now find that the 
branch libraries answer their purpose quite as well. 


A movement is on foot for the establishment of a branch 
in the newly annexed eighteenth ward. A petition largely 
signed by residents of that ward has been brought in. Quarters 
in a new building thought to be suitable for the purpose have 
been offered on favorable terms. The Board of Estimates 
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will be asked to make an appropriation to cover the cost of 
books and maintenance and if this is allowed provision will 
be made for opening such a branch about the 1st of July next. 


There were bound by contract in outside shops 

Binding _ 6,638 books at a cost of $3,085.72, an average cost 

of 46% cents, approximately. This included a con- 

siderable number of periodicals in half morocco and calf to 

match sets, and also newspapers and other large folios. The 

average cost of rebinding the usual books of fiction was 35 
to 88 cents. 

The repair bindery was operated as usual with one man and 
two women. The total expense of maintaining the shop was 
about $1,400, of which $1.391.95 was paid in salaries to 
employees. The work turned out was 15,157 books repaired, 
32 rebound, 13 resewed, beside a large amount of miscella- 
neous work, pasting book plates and labels, making paper 
blocks, envelopes, etc., etc. 

The plan of equipping and maintaining a bindery capable of 
doing all the library work has been again discussed. If there 
was an adequate room in the building there would be no 
question about undertaking this work. But to rent suitable 
quarters outside and transport the books back and forth gives 
the matter a different appearance. All the binderies have been 
complaining of the difficulty of getting. satisfactory help and 
other cities have been drawn on, but with no great success. 
In this state of affairs the library would suffer in common 
with other binders, should it embark in the business on its 


own account. 


There were three resignations during the year 

The and one appointment. Albert Winkler, who had 
Staff been in charge of the Periodical Reading Room 
for several years, resigned March 3d, and Bertha 

Ellis was appointed to fill the vacancy on the staff, though 
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assigned to a different department. Fred Goodell was put in 
charge of the Reading Room and upon his departure in 
October to study at the University, Janette Miller was 
assigned to this post. Sarah A. Cochrane resigned July 24th, 
as already stated. Katherine Teichner resigned October 20th 
and shortly thereafter married. She was on the substitute 
list and had not been formally appointed. 

A regular civil service examination of applicants for em- 
ployment was held June 9th, when four candidates were 
successful. Of these one soon after left the city and so was 
not available. One is a student in Bryn Mawr College and 
could only serve during the vacation period, which she did 
acceptably. The other two have had more or less employ- 
ment as substitutes. The substitute list now contains five 
names. 

The annual technical examination was held June 14th, 
when two apprentices were eligible. Ethel Weir passed with 
a per centage of 96, and Bertha Ellis with a percentage of 85. 


Leave of absence for longer or shorter periods without 
pay, have been granted to three persons during the year. 
Ethel Murray was given three months in which to visit Cali- 
fornia. Fred Goodell was allowed October, 1905, to June, 
1906, to study at the University, Louise Adams, who is upon 
the substitute list, was allowed five months to enable her to 
spend the winter in New Mexico for the benefit of her health. 

There has been an unusual amount of sickness and absence 
on account of it during the year. Under the circumstances, 
a large substitute list was fortunate. 


The usual statistical information will be found 

Statistics on the following pages. These cover not only 
finances, but book accessions and the use of the 

library and all its branches. It should be added in connection 
with these statistics that during the year the area of the city 
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was increased by the addition of a very considerable tract 
on the west side and that the present population is conserva- 
tively estimated at upwards of 400.000. 


Aside from the gifts of books and pamphlets, 
Donations which are acknowledged in detail as an appendix 
to this report, special mention should be made of 
the gift of a framed photogravure portrait of Henry Hamil- 
ton, who was Lieutenant-Governor of Detroit, 1775-1779, 
and whose name appears prominently in the history of this 
region of that period. The gift was made by George R. 
Schieffelin of New York City, whose ancestor was a con- 
temporary of Gov. Hamilton in Detroit. The late Henry E. 
Baker provided by will for transmitting to the library certain 
complete sets of books of considerable historical interest, which 
he had collected in his lifetime. The daily newspapers of the 
city printed in English regularly supply without charge an 
extra copy for binding, so that their files are kept up-to-date 
and in such shape that they can be conveniently consulted. 
Several of the physicians who agreed some years ago to sub- 
scribe for a standard medical periodical and turn the same 
over to the public library for permanent preservation and use 
still adhere to the agreement. To all who have remembered 
the library in the way of gifts I extend cordial thanks on be- 
half of the Library Commission. 
HENRY M. UTLEY, 
Librarian. 
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AS PLP EaN Dl exe 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
For the calendar year 1906. 


Balance on hand January 1, 1906............. $27,536.75 
Receipts— 
Cityataxess TOO Diieceat mereser-tri $ 3,350.09 
ibys taxess: lOO Gerri rie sree i 58,124.45 
$61,474.54 
Interest: on daily balanees...0.-..o---).-0- 493 .58 
County Treasurer, fines and penalties...... 6,029.54 
Dividends, City Savings Bank............ 4,868.65 
Surety on bond defaulting treasurer....... 94.18 
Tsibraty tines. tet tte eactarusyeiee aay te 2,308.3 
ILOSt HOOKS th ctr eee Cn eRe 112.02 
Catalogs) Sold Ace ne! ies unis is) ore threat 55.45 
BOO ksteol dita: Simwalke Serer cteea Rane eee 17.99. 
Pa pet SOlCesesoeriessits cal acriene te creer rerrederens 6.00 
Ttistat Ai CEs tas ac oer taiciecd oleae bse eieentereta ee 64.67 
REDALES Gx fae Meee ose atos ine emer tors 10.72 
75,535.71 
$103,072.46 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
BOGS < Sa RSs ol ees Lies. «iis aiid te see cee $18,145.39 
Periodical Subsctiptions..< s.icl ee eis eee pene 2,271.70 
Binding and repair Gf BOOKS 5.4/5... sig se ae Re 4,630.12 
TR EPAUS crsnis ccieke Sp he covets frit <j) eae ene ee 1,783 .65 
Fueland steam supply -.c see oni cise eter eee 1,910.52 
Stationery and blatlesy). nei o-eg-te eckson net aeeetne 597 .16 
Ma bor and (Supplies stasn) sic blew toned ieee ieee eng Ll S2 ai 
POSEGIDE Aas arate Grete ats Brews 1Undsy in terete ne ecue te re eR aSeaee 241.73 
Brel siitrandiexpress iss «maki eet pie creer eee ecu 105.35 
Jd bbpabinehRent Neh vab.qibeges a or.y Gaia eis Soe eee ete 1,329.04 
Salaries —staie ss ,occias 04 oF cps yece eyes Pe eee eS 82,342.11 
Salaries ——janiborserwarae sae bee RR Rate ere 4,629.79 
TMS UAT CE ia: sis wes Ss Se wee Meee ethene 92.00 
Rientvot bran chest eres 3 60 oc ci Re eee 1,338.00 
Printing and. binding catalogd seaman e elenieeret ener 804.26 
Printing proceedings and seport...q4~ seine 224.61 
Cartave to branchesie.s 1emec -rar ti). ene nen 480.00 
Field avenue building and furnishing.............. 9,410.51 
Comtimpen cies: u7p scsi. agueienens Stel tie erie ee eee 66.81 
Dota Disbursementsa sas, Gee eee cane $76,585.52 
Receipts, WO0G. aceon he see coors $103,072.46 


Disbtirsements 1 90G sae eee ee Rees 76,585.52 


Balance, ecssls 1 00G.sc.c eee $26,486.94 
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APPENDIX B. 


Boox Accessions, 1906. 


Number of volumes, January 1, 1906.........-.-..-- 208,838 
Added by purchase........---- secs e cece eeees 9,987 
(Orie PUAN Se Aap RPL O ne BOISE RT Mao 44 
Binds seecmac sects dsiahteeiolpenste sere nbermcher ences 765 
10,896 
Withdrawn— 
WiOEMROU oo cote iki enter ote ehepolt cas alter ss 1,760 
(LOStaudepaid OLeey ace clots cisterns 138 
Destroyed: by Gre: ci) cucpe eu ees Jolt osareree 74 
Destroyed—infected.............-. 11 
Soldiand exchanged sj. scsi. © cre 249 
2,232 
INGEN ALIN sire ort ore aie oieis's bie otras tereteneie 8,664 
Number of volumes, January 1, 1907............ 217,502 


Net ADDITIONS. 


The following shows the net additions during the year and the dis= 
tributions of the whole number of books: 


Net Additions Whole No- 


Central libraryscoee sm tl ea een ie orl eect terete 3,797 179,597 
BPAniCH FINO a Vidi ocd seautestin’ slogsiate aac beerera ciate Gatien oo ereeneds 471 4,440 
Branch yNOvi2 seve stecotreticepesc ue sch Sai aoe eke os creas eran 537 5,202 
Branch NOs esate secretes ees ase Siete we ray reese 481 4,934 
BrarichN OM Ase sc astanicn se metects Rie cree cla onaee eee 433 4,042 
Branch Nominees tecnica s wi epnucr oehe es ere mrcenetnene 431 3,314 
hurl but doranichis 3.qhrctis mye e aioe co eaeiae tee 466 1,608 
Public school dibraries ents thea noi 3 eee ae aie 2,048 14,365 

OLA EL RA. h tae cite sss nies Thorsten mie 8,664 217,502 


READERS’ CARDS, 


The following shows the number of readers’ cards issued in the years 


named, and the whole number of valid cards now outstanding, cards 
being good for five years: 


POOSE Fie Pear tree 6,835 
£O0R cig! bee ws neue ae 7,237 
ECR OMe Cone Gr wer ictot te 10,855 
LOB ine cl seamen eee 10,057 
1006, se. bs Geel aan 9,675 


44,659 
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The following shows the gross additions of books by classes in 1906: 


Central Children’s Branches 
Library, Dep't. and Schools. Total 


PR BNOSESDINY Se a as ens a kobe a oe 127 erent il 128 
OVClopediias acahyscelan thet ae ies a naw 1 Runes 2 3 
Peto CGA sesh mt cit aire matic ob an, ne 357 59 349 765 
BP MOS OPE Yet tn aoa oad bes Masse so es 57 ate 14 71 
Bee OM Gastar tis he Re eae « ea es 123 6 38 167 
role yr gets ar ek a 23 e een eee 271 40 404 715 
BMC RY rk teak at lens Pe 44 Bheitek 171 215 
SISHSHTICAG No acc 6 Pare een ee eee 274 16 72 362 
RE PRROE SEES wrayofe ee or viniase vied nae oR 288 12 117 417 
Fine Jai RSet 5 SAM ei Se te Cay tee Aa 121 12 138 271 
Peipe rel OPES as¢.2's/s 9s ejqj8 os koa « Stare 83 38 376 497 
HELISLOE Veneta rage ste: Rane ste te Des ares oa Oe 152 32 418 602 
aS Tete Se Ree oe eae 86 36 223 345 
PAO SPA DN Yirele i sere eee as MER Se 125 15 288 428 
TN Kele vee BS Mate ary er Cpe eanee ban 1,739 488 2,641 4,868 
SEAT SN Mare alin selon eee Becoacel salar aga 235 pea 175 410 
EUR GEN CL ees sacs.) a9 tape els adl ext avaceo aya ee aes 31 it 32 
OLS Dee arc Rae ere oars ae 9 cae Be 9 
United States documents.......... 191 Stowe wanes 191 
Uinsisedidiuplicates.: os .2..6 fo.6neca sie 400 suceeee eae 400 

PU OL cube eels Noid oromeeceacel sivas operand 4,714 754 5,428 10,896 


Following is a statement of the number of books in the library in the 
several classes, with the net additions during the year: 


1905. Net Additions. 1906 


Bibliography and cyclopedias........... 3,182 131 3,318 
PEROCICAIS |. th els -.s.cleleare tener. (er eyes 13,274 733 14,007 
Epi OSO Piya -rorerepera sic ye: scars Perens) «ae! ane) ancien 3,136 70 3,206 
Mee OTctcre toccestsia aiere 2%. ao ins ote ater a cosuc'ate 9,823 164 9,987 
PIO LOS Vatigres ata cat ale sales orsts a = sres sien e = 18,636 698 19,334 
[2hnniloy ovens as acta ack, Pir: Cai ache oes rok 2,010 219 2,229 
TCE. Meta yal ereietes oes ters to slau cna ous coe ale 11,231 355 11,586 
HSMN LS oe aia cond stoke aeree aa uct lay ancesseates 13,644 442 14,086 
EIS OM ARE See Ips iee cin ots iain 's (owe ostnndl otal sledeices 6,775 267 7,042 
TEIPELA CULO Scone etal te oes cae ols area ates 18,495 457 18,952 
IERIS RO da Visine aot store suaeeeeta vey a03 euafauayelscoues\ols 20,167 596 20,763 
UPAERYG! lasek Oe ep Ceo Ia nice SO Nc 12,508 324 12,832 
UST PUL, Bele fe eronens (ole «ese raelele) se onrte ra) 15,106 436 15,542 
Pte hi OL etn ster ttoit kormacs) sate sie seks tecerale, aie 43,698 3,430 47,128 
United) States documents: ...5.0...--.. 9,877 191 10,068 
Unused duplicates. ........-.-.--+---- 7,276 151 7,427 


PE OGA ak Oretsneet ie eather shai isa a ouese fuensinae al 208,838 8,664 217,502 
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PERCENTAGE OF USE By CLASSES. 


Liprary READING 
Adul 


29 


Home READING 


t Juvenile Adult 
Gyclopedsas saw. soc is os kmnenee 4.75 .09 Bers 
Pert Oc eallseewe wets <2 eas bee ve 6.59 4.52 iL 7Ag) 
PALO SEHD I YS 5a seo hs Sw wanes Sales. 4.40 03 1.05 
1 ECSS Ly Sia Se eg See a 4.82 18 1.07 
DOCIOLO LY si peicis acwo to 10 wioileNaoiekeoe Sook 5.65 62 1.81 
ERTL OlOR VIAN tas ache a <ters, svayaya cadena es 4.24 06 14 
PION CO Membre ayers co a eh a wtelencusueuaiee ie 5.60 1.50 1 Wersit f 
IWSSr USAT USm tants orate sca somtcrentee: ss 9.11 46 2.58 
PETC MANTIS crea oot cele oars da Ge sa AGES, ane 6.66 91 2.23 
HAC OTA LUMO. wots neuer ie vane eosee ea 6.79 le23 3.18 
EES Karavianc oe iso eR oipicn tence aii ote cca 5.98 ima 2.19 
Be Vibe erik state 6 oe oR enc Sema eoe 5.44 34 1.97 
STO STA DEV ae ayeneiexc'efons «cuseaiehe evcsperss 5.25 44 2.07 
ACPO ge ste irre ora. ates w slis- Ursa avae 1.68 8.384 52.69 
AST AGI ey ee cor ee hee wrasse blis vo, achaenee ee .69 3.22 
Tee ead NE ea 8 irs Ea ee ae a ee .52 .61 
IP listawanred. cso iel'era viet eves oieinl oi anayeseeeon 23 .98 
OPRerANSUASES |. sire eo a epiencpalahe = 32 abl 
HES Tir Gl Bee pepeceins these ate eit s are omer eicollay aeueastaes -O1 
ANC sere Cen oR AR te erates FCA PANTS a feasts} 
LIBRARY READING. 

Books 
(Cresntivg | Hibehm (6a cceroooue bos oporc dabem 6 a00e 509,383 
ispeanliy Ga ee re es COD ornate pee 61,330 
AS AAINC MiaIN vg eorcrer oes iat okays el/oeus @ Gacyake «evel lape cares oheyoloW'e 99,477 
jReaakelit Nos Bienaoo.oo maoU amo mic oes Cogan oo Ob. 94,368 
SEI CHIN Gin ice nes taecrorctnus aot elisha Wii scrasn, ofatessb= 15) ofapiae oh 91,550 
Teeter MN ley ae eee ere ne cereren: ei picre O casero or aay 83,636 
IShpeaha asec OMe ee Com Oa nm Cori o.oscmon ote 14,699 
ig aNd sp eM cies we as ee AU ee IRE Coe cao 954,443 


Juvenile 


21.02 


Periodicals 
182,941 
11,242 
6,073 
4,692 
4,463 
2,684 
1,896, 


213,991 
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yee ree ee es 


ScHOOT, CIRCULATION, ABOVE THE SECOND GRADE. 


Circu- 

School. lation. 
ALGer 2 tine ness) = 659 
FATHIOS electors vhs stakes (ons 1,683 
Bale yenyecte ee eielein lor 604 
BarstOwsiicie sue see's 2,318 
Bellefontaine........ 783 
Belleview. ssc oi 620 
Berrys er eset ets 378 
Bishopscs-semrsn stents 3,378 
IBrOWHSOU sie cleans rieite 748 
Campa tie ae mises ee 1,075 
Cam ppell avian sa. 466 
Case ears (eteus agree lots 1,132 
CHANGY: se cwicte sive rele 1,181 
GEN eh oo dau. 1,052 
Clintoita cements 272 
Golumibiatae. vos eel 2,668 
Crattn ask Sepsis shereve 1370 
Custer icsitaeesechs Se 91 
School for the Deaf.. ile 
Dickinson set ssc cee 654 
MWe lderiereevelrers eine 2,777 
Estabrook sien eis «0 1,379 
EO WErebtak wei sieve oie 1,319 
Wagtt eee eee eis, +. /e 1,165 
Harrand seis ierncis sie) s 822 
ICES Yo). -deiten orelete sie hos 1,784 
Paeld oad ssreatt seats Ate 1,516 
SATEECIIGS.. 4 alee cis 6. sie 496 
inh yekoll fd ba eee » 1,749 
Grarheld'y jah .c lens sss 665 
ASCs Ways wesw oe 1,498 
MAEM COCK. ie Gistete ces 875 
PT AESIS seals Cisteltolele ove Lee OS 
TLOUCHtON females a 1,135 
PLU bardak es ences 1,305 
Lrvine Hii auenoiie 506 
Jackson Gkm eae t 997 
iJeffersom shia sie waccls 2,318 


Enroll- 
ment. 


268 
488 

89 
397 


Circu- Enroll- 


School. lation. ment. 
FORMS FOS ern eicoetos 3892 136 
LAMCOM cis eh ealoree ea ed teeta 
EySters peek erie 645 112 
MCGraw neice torr ay Ales 74, 
MeKinley ss.in= ose 947 166 
MicKanstry.sss<ccnwaroe 625 186 
Newberry........... 1,441 405 
Notvell. jaieunc4 ceil (OO memos 
John Owens... 2.6 - 1,379 458 
Paltnet oe ncee hme 931 448 
Parke Hencahencote 1,282 = 23285 
Pingree 1,076 226 
Pitchet J Aww. 1,027 277 
On. Mi Poesia ie 636 154 
Potheric cents tetetes 280 96 
PLeStOMs/.i/emls chee 7722 ie 
RODGERS ti stanton oe 997 206 
ROSE 2.xtitet cee 1,067 341 
IVGSSELL sa sistenehstale chet 897 347 
WELIP PS 6 sel. taperer ee tees 1,076 424 
STAT GLY dat nea ees 2,593 237 
‘Tappan .tatek eerie 2,073 476 
Lien Lo fat Rimreeielerercte 192 502 
LEOWDIIG Se wernenieer 1,402 -322 
ViadiDiy Kelsi n aeunciae 1,156 409 
Washington Normal.. 1,659 407 
Wrebstensie pmeniete 2,586 715 
Willams. eran 767 90 
Walliaiisis.to tere eer 705 350 
Central High.../).... 12/120 2245 
Eastern High....... 11,557 864 


Western High 
Total High Schools... 25,308 3,836 
Total Grade Schools.. 76,010 20,475 
Summer playgrounds 4,278 


Wotal woe eet 105,596 24,311 
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Following is a statement of gifts to the library, showing the names 
and the number of bound volumes and pamphlets given by each: 


Vols. 
mdams Bdwatd Dy, New York... . oso. scawwee ee bs 2 ee 
PAMIeE oer) Etidt = WEtTOlbacts,ss sieve fine le cease eke 33 
American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Mass..:... 1 
wmerican. Civic ASSOCIatiON:.+.. is faeses scenic weds 10 
American-Irish Historical Society................... 
American Laryngological Association, New York...... 
fuinericans Lam berman, Chicagoyn.. .. sss. «ese ssc ae 
American Medico-Psychological Association.......... 
American Printing House for the Blind, Louisville, Ky. 
PV iMoerOn Om GreQnrvenis:.- CMICAO Gas caG cigars ace arsine 
AOS cia te Nn bys MECETOI Uh oc a nc See eset eeniet aietee 6 
Atlanta Journal-Record of Medicine................. 12 
A peubICRU HOM. PETb ies 5 5 atu igs has wale ahaca weer te aoa 1 
mAvias, Portland Cement, Co., New York....3 2.09.65 9- 10 
Association de Educacion Nacional, Santiago, Chili... 1 
Association of Hospital Superintendents............. 1 
mustravia, Westerm,Geological Survey...... <6... 18 
Pier ves Miss Glare | DeLLOlt is cle emt oa araees clersierettre.. 
PRY CLS @HATICS El ye LIGETOI siatv 0.4 we wines slertie soc anes a 
Be ROLUnLe vant Co: DOStOnl... s.4 os testes lee cae ee 12 
Baker, Henry E., Estate of, Detroit... 5.....2. 6.00 21 
Bere riper rat OAS Pp LCLLOIi sao Sic es) siglala's cin aie toni anerd 4 
iBacblete. Mrs. Achsahy Detroite.c. <4. aaees «oslo 5 « 554 
apemame Mire DSbLOM sagas oes «<0 eels eats oferiers em ecnleys 14 
aigesaGcoree We; Detroitvas.s: sie soc see sje'sn cle sfoeke 
Belgium Royal Observatory, Brussels................ 
Berlin Photographic Co., New York................. il 
SSCERU MMi Mm OLiiN Aaw WetrOlbintvete lela wiscia'sslaars cxecsics 
Bipirorecan Nacional “Eabatla)..cis< tno = cielo 5 ain sre sts sles 
eee ll ome ew PO Ct LOG es eisai ors eho aye sets ers sayan ciate 
Bigae Dig, IN Jess IDateminnn ood dooce OO a aemnulO UNA 
Bishop, Wm. W., Princeton, N. J............--e20- 
Blue, Anchor Society, New Yorks... 20.5.6. e. 0 es 
Bonning, Dr. Carl, Detroit..........-..seeeeeee eens 
Boston, Mass., Cemetery Department................ 
Boston Health Department... ... 2.2.05. 2 sews sss e 
Boston Registry Department...........--.eee scene 
Boston Schoolhouse Department..........-.-+-2-0-- 
acrOne Lowi RCCOLUS cv ecle oe's ee aie nininne seloisyacisien 
Bowen, Herbert, Detroit.......... sees eee eee cence 4 
Bresler, Arthur, Detroit....... 6.6220 ee ee eee ee eeeees 
Brodie, Dr. Benj. P., Detroit............ eee 28 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Institute of Arts and Sciences....... 
Brown-Sharpe Manufacturing Co., Providence, Rees 
Bryant, Dr. Wm. S,, New York.......--- esses eeeee TY. 
Buffalo, Charity Organization Society of............. 1 
Bunker Hill Monument Association.......-++..+00 
Canada, Bureau of Mines, Ontario...........+++++05- 
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Canada, Department of Argiculture.............+--- 
Canada, Department of the Interior.........--..-+-- 
Canada Geological Survey....-+- +--+: ese eee ee ee eeee 
Canada, Minister of Education, Ontario...........+-- 
Canada, Superintendent of Immigration.........-..- 
Carnegie, Andrew, New York........-++--e+++eeeees 
Carnegie Institution of Washington........-...-..-- 
Carson, Mrs. Martha S., Detroit............-...----- 
Cary, M. Alice, Detroit.......-.----eeee secre ee eees 
Cass, J. F:, Detroit... 0.54 ace sie oisiniainils 2) oie we lia 
Carstens, Dr.) Ji, Lc, Detroit yore.) ten) os sates paren 
Catholic Summer School, Cliff Haven................ 
Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce................---- 
Chicago Board of Trade.........2. 60s eee cece ee eees 
Chicago Bureau of Statistics......-...-...+.+...---. 
Chicago Department of Public Works................ 
Chicago Pathological Society... .--)... os anes oe 
Chalton sCarrollass NewigY Or kuere persist terte et 
Cleland Dra lenty Ae, DetrOntirc. cra cpstereleratere -kertentt 398 
Cleveland, O., Division of Water Works.............. i 
Cleveland, O., Educational Commission.............. 
Cochrane Miss S.A Detno thrtaa acne aus ote sieteeal- poutine 
College of Physicians, Philadelphia.................. 
Connecticut Board of, Elealth, jo. a aed ete eae 
Cooper Rev Di MSDS rOit  areperey eneteteter Petr cnet ete 
Croroot Ered Se DeEtrOrt casi pacceieaterets Sof edarintat eyottete honomes 
Cummangs-ohiomas: F's. BOSUOt tay scqcacwapstenel atone tole 
Detroit (Bankers Club: cteeusmispens lebseo oan ral ene 1 
Detroit. Boardlob  WStimiatesp-recasapcl-ss-nenctspo-p-ey ere ee 

Detroit Pree Press yeyeoed Siarerasscckanslskeesnaped qiaketatets epee eee 6 
WD EtLOUG SOUT AN ere penchas ute ap eae rckedesfonsnesepekoh oh oy cker foie noes ePIC 4 
Detroit Mayor SiOMCe Foo <1 -cshonelclecom tend welet et ete nee 

Detroit Medical Journal oo cis Sear. outetonvdl eye ene 

Detroit; Mtuseutatol Arts os pecseracnseusld eee eee ee ener 

DEGLOUE | NGWS nas © 75:5, seobey pe nyerteoned catch on haber e th ake 6 
Detroiter olice Commission. pices osehonceioll kien eens 

Detroit Protestant Orphan Asylum............esed 

ebrOU IES. so) aia) se ss cs fares heealon aloe chedey Seen seed eee 2 
Diocese of Western Michigan 
Dunn Mrs wiles CA Deir Ott oaipeessciaacmomnc sve) ate ae eee 
Earle, Dr. Pliny, Worcester, Mass 
Eldred iC. Boston, Mass ciisijemcce ls 2 ee Roe ieee eee nee 
Emerson, (Mitse WiiEl4 de> Detroit, aces -cucrerchnenreien 
Fairchild, (Mrs, Charles S.,; New (Vorle.....). «0 aieneeree 
Falls Hollow Staybolt Co., Cuyahoga Falls 
Farmer, Silas, Estate of 
Farnsworth, Fred E., Detroit 
PieldvColtimbiansMasetumin Ay. ptuceamoeceriaetoe eee 
Freeman, John R., Providence, R. I 
Premantlesa Wester Australicrsscin) cu kone een eee 
Friedenwald, Dr. H., Baltimore, Md..4../.....,.... 
Fort Wayne Medical Journal-Magazine 
Gallant, Dr. A. E., New York 
Ganley, Miss M., Detroit 
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Henry Phipps Institute, Philadelphia................ 
Heywood, Wm. B. and Abbie S., Dorchester, Mass... . 
PLECO COCKE Te Gan LDeEtrOlLacs asinine ac Rise aeene ne 
Plodees SEH ent ya Cs, DetrOtoaeiscwts ees ees ok ava = 
Prepress Miss bi Oh cassie Un diencns cro asain ane eeaee eR 
Howard, Hamilton G., Washington, D. C............ 
iciamaRights Association) sascc-neeicnie bala eee elon 
itrdiana.- Medicale [our tr. aecs creo. ersua e & oe SRNR 
Indiana State Medical Association.................0. 
tilinois: Bureau or Labor Statistics... seven eeadees oceias 
itnoissstare: buistomcal SOciety;-me cinte ches wenn es eee 
International Physio-psychic Society, Baltimore...... 
Enberratioiaal WNaiO1 52 cle cic, arse) tous ieie aeons ae pees aati 
James; Mts. Fannie B.; Denver-Colo..... i. ..cee ess 
Sep perammbereper tenis les omer ys OF spats nicl one te wach~ lave solecese eee as 
Kansas orate: board of Agriculture: s.).i2 antes iemer eae se 
Kenighte reo Ele aDELLON tym cane a ale as oiler agevertiese cutolees 
Lake Mohonk Conference Friends of the Indian....... 
Lake Mohonk Conference on International Arbitration 
earned Ohanrtes Boston, .Mlasce.es 2.0 @ oricustapeatcneiein 
League of American Municipalities.......5.......... 
Wee mlv yale New VOLS jacicras manecs Soran cao ee oeerats abe 
Ritchweld Co, Conn, University Club... - 0.02 .s25- 
ivingstone. John, Montreal. ic 3h. «mesa cin meres, cue oben 
WosvAngeles, Cal, -Aumual Reportaasa nase oct eran 
Weomisiatia Eistorical WOCIEL Y= .14.<.< \a"svaisksl ale loishs eyelets [els 
iDayora hal Drea deena Of kore Sarit h cane ons Ga sore 
Meksees Dr HoiS.. Cincinatti jess. is arate oushevels Sioieleeicasnerelia 
MiGiMIENa,, Ine Ue vale. IDestorlioos iin coc tna go one. day abo 0 
Maine. Bureawot Wabor Statistics... «)- 5 sich weteee ol. 
iia JOke ae Nie d Dieta vobiiee 5 a Seni Os prec ao.chc cre 
Miaconm George sOliCa gO aeons aistete ai) «ee eiaeter aeterenerele 
Massachusetts, Acts and Resolves of General Court. .. 
Nassachusetts Pablic IRecordsia. jasc suc eee oti mle 
Massachusetts State Board of Charity............... 
Massachusetts State Board of Health................ 
uleerstkoen| “brassy INI Cine a Meinl eon er pia eens Onto go ope cue 
Merchants’ Association of New York................ 
Wigsyelte, 105, INExo Niordlepde ns So Gino ss0 enon dob dod ote 
iMezes: (Si Ey, Austins Mex). <<. sce ste cierate G's slerelors «01° 
Michigan Academy of Science.........2..-----. «5 
Michigan Bankers’ Association...........-+-.++++++- 
Michigan Board of Corrections and Charities.......... 
Michigan Central Railroad Passenger Department..... 
Michigan College of Mines.........-+---.-2eeeeeeees 
Michigan Department of State........-...2.+2sseeee 
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Michigan Farmer......-.. 2. ese ee eect cece ee enees 52 
Michigan Presbyterian..... 2+. 22. cess e ee eee ee eens 52 
Michigan State Board of Health..........-...+++--- 2 alee 
Milwaukee, Board of City Commissioners...........-- if 
Minneapolis, Minn., Board of Park Commissioners..... i 
Minneapolis Commercial Club.........+ 02-002 +s0e00- 1 
Moore, Charles; Detroit 0023-2... 2.< +72 -ets-eeaeies 39 5 
Mowry, Don E., Madison, Wis.........+..+-+++-+0+--- if 
Murphy, Mrs. Ellen B., Detroit........--.-.-.+++--- 1 
Myers, William S., New York..............-.+..-45. 
National Association of Stationary Engineers......... il 
National Commercial Teachers’ Federation........... 
National Conference of Charities and Correction....... 
Nationale Mamicipal earie rs reccatle seeded teem meee fienee 
National Prison Association of the United States...... Z 
National Woman’s Suffrage Association.............. 
Nebraska, Geological Surveya- as~ 10-1 2)s1sele soe aie ve 
Nebraska. State Bureawot Labor... 2.2 -. see ser 
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New iss of Commerce of the State of New 

Coal coe S ENCE REN PREIS SG IM ARCO RIO ES os ome ro 3 1 
New? Vorle City Chibi: News Y fk .2r.es sce cae seer 
News York-City Com ptrollers tee): corset eeu eees il 
New York City Department of Education............ 1 
New York City Department of Parks................ 
New Y. Of animes <7 salecisissretetorel by cee inie oi ee aT 
New York State Charities Aid Association............ 
New York State Civil Service Commission............ 2 
New York State Department of Labor............... 
New York State Education Department............. 
New York State Hospital for Deformed Children...... 
New Zealand Government Resorts Department....... 1 
New Zealand Mail, Wellington 
Niagara thustorical Society ois)... sitet tae inne 
North} Dakota GeologicaliSurvey.s..cabe asia anne 
Northwestern Military Academy, Highland Park, Ill... 
Ohio Bureau of Labor Statistics 
OhioiGeolosical Sitveys ss sm eetnieeie ee eet eee 
Parke, (Davis 6&,Cone Dettoitve. «et arn mete te 12 
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VEER HwWO Nee 


wet ee ewe ee ee eee aes ene 
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Sat ap ns Vacant Lots Cultivation Association..... 1 
Phillips Exeter Academy, Exeter, N. H.............. 4 
Pilchér, Maj. J; H., Carlisle Pai a4) viene eee 12 
Porter Ar Het Chica oo ail Wiaccie ier erences eee 
Prado, Gentil D., Santander Cauca, Columbia, S. A... 
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Robson, Mrs. Harriet I., Lansing, Mich 
INGSS RO beLts by, OSLLOLEN asks als celica ihe cio mae 
Rowe Publishing Company, Chicago................. 
St. Bride Foundation Institute, London, Eng......... 
St. Andrew’s Society, State of New York............ 
Bue VOUis I MOn, Mayors ORCE .c-rties camden. 
Sere aulevMedical Pautmal <a cct.tti ca rteccoinvehe s'haly eon vake os 
Sallcoeeiorence: le uN ew. OL oes .y.osic tout ehd kairo hake 1 
Maley Amtoo | ta. Columbia. Sa Genoa. his Glee cee we 
Santa Barbara, Cal., Chamber of Commerce 
Sehuto;acoo ela, Chairman iNew YVorkvess.o.si soe 
Welistedbesls Gow bs uihalOdNin Vira casa ob aie ate eae 
Want pew Ws Oy SeyIMOUL CONS ss tau cen tacisetanieneels 
Wherry LTE pOi co ebTOlby aeveadin tis oes, sakes Sele va eae 
SileeANSSOCIA MOM OL AinetiCata orcas Sa ee} rele miata ns 
Solis-Cohen, Dr. Solomon, Philadelphia.............. 
South Carolina, Historical Commission of............ 1 
Siracer. Dr Auousius, Detroit orc. as sls cee eee toe pa « 
Srciemler We Mi Colorado Springs. v2su shee sel es « 2 
mtevens oc Brown. London Hng.t. 0.0. sbi. n seman coe 4 
0 
1 


a 
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Beowatt, Miss: Hatitiy. IMEtrOIt taco chencela speectte eaeiers enn = 3 
SAVILLE MOnrISOLUles NEW VOLK cms erca a aridin sp aeecieraisretsices 
pp Sy bbe. be StLOLG. cate sii sisn ees Sas coon este 
shhomas, Miss: \ernnie IUs= DEttoitesc. =>\accae nese ses 
(Phomas: Motor, Company; Ditialoss a=. sects -le> a. 8 oe 
sphorpe, . J. E., Newton Center; Mass)... 0.5... 5. 1 
pases Dike Es. se DSLTOIbG aes tacreetions oles eye ee eia ie eo thaie 
WiniverstuyiC ib Nie Way Otlaqe tron elects cisfelea-rtanre sate 1 
Vassar Students’ Aid Society, Detroit............... 
Vivisection Reform Society, Chicago................. 
ising, AR Ang (Cals WO Caray ee nts eicwn 9 ip cate cacy eecactolGy oa e 
Wi ali ean iewesss COUCOLG nN vEUawss sisters state else els cist ene ser: 
Walling, William H., Philadelphia................... 
Wear Ninn bys DCtrOLtes. ceils oc the oe cht erehorere steve yece et 
Western Theological Seminary, Chicago.............. 
Weston, Edmund B:, Providence, R. l.o...---. 6... u 1 
WittecleterColy Manos CtLOIG ew eiett ae a ereretate sofia coalesce 
Wallis mon is cma WV ilkeriTG Dire o alate atstere lense) ee) see: her el ot ii 
\iiiavomels UME sna OOe Gilet mua bine tacoine hac ecU DOs omOT 
Winona Technical Institute, Indianapolis............ 
Wisconsin LibragyeochOOly. 2). 00022 ae se tees ne als 
Wisconsin State Historical Society..............-.-- 
Wisconsin State Superintendent of Schools........... 
Wood wATvintis) Be Detroit. ly stlt ce strait elas soils -iageste 
- Young, Dr. James, Trustees and Family of the late Jas. 
Wotne) Glaswoweretc ms etiiatiscie eee neta, 
Young Men’s Christian Association, New York....... 
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Department of Commerce and Labor..........---++- 
Department of the Interior.......---+++++-++eeeeeeee 1 
Geological Survey....: 506g ee see ten sence cecansne 
International Bureau of American Republics......... 
Interstate Commerce Commission............-...--- 1 
Library of Congress... +. eee eens eee Reet eee seee 2 
Navy Depattmient..00 i. i000 ioe re ise eek ene eee 
Grithsonian, IMStiLUben. os ots 0-16 a op posek hee at rane 5 
Superintendent OL, DI OCILETIES Sac ness oh scr ioe OS 162 
Treasury Department......:....<. Sieiisieaaie chee Alg roles eat 
U.S. lake survey, Detroit, Oticer.. ce. eerie 
Wat Department as eats nels spe pi heater ae 2 
Weathers ureatian «sci: toe cistenesete sis) enanemen ts oeteteme acs 


Colleges and Universities— 


Amberst: College, saris cts aces sia mate anal  cearscceaton eer ets 
Bates: Colleges cae tik ined ieee ioe cain Snot one econ 
Ba ylors U1 Versi yates se ecceyegt hte enere cutters coal eerie ane 
Bowdom) College, Brunswick; Mee sclae. cians cwier aes 
BrowiUuiversit yarennkieccst aint ceorecccwets elreeerecetien semen 1 
Buchtel College vnc ni ciate tea conn ee es eee eee 
Galitortiias) Wm VETSILY sOb ts a egrets tele ree cet eto armen 
(Chicacos Unt versityyOn trem rolerekelouer-lare <iedeiey unis ete asenete 
Cincinnatiq Universite ols csc rere aie ciel encores meee 
Clemson Agricultural College. i. irene oe ee ee ie 
Colorado Alericultural Colleges... tic 2 < senersreeaeys onal 
Colorados University O45 ani am mrters se seicls eteene ieee arn 
Golumbiay University =c erm. sero sk of SOS ey dieuetchacea heparan 
Cornell University 52,ciin same cmnr reli upeere coe eerie 
Martmoath Cole gears nacieutomiated ieee a ear 
Gracelandy College rs ci. 10% etecaioyetah! se emit eae ene 
arvatd WDaVetsity 2.1 jcieis locke cl sestehow neste feieie een tenes 1 
Hebrew Umion College 726%. 6 cacicisuse ndeiete eetererae intern ere 
Hillsdale Colleges cunkayontcn< cate te Ae ele heer cree ae 
owas tUind versity IOL.merrenint becstece sien siaie tereraie Sane nee 
qapen, Imipenaly Universit yin .ianieiq ee eee 
Vobnssio plas, Winiversity smelt oleh Wem eee eres 
eland Stantordse jing Wmiversivy mua eerie eee ete 
McGall Umiversity jttcict = ele seen ote cuneate eee 
MichigancAoricultural: Collemesacn mr: new cele meine 1 
Michigan, University of 
Mount dolyoke College mcsmdct pincieil on eecoereeeese 
Nebraskat: University (Ot ; is % sic.s sie sole eae ree 
Northwestern University 
Occidental College 
OlevetsGolleren eect Mit, geesitenh ohekelay nee ce Aen eee enna 
pennsylvania, University Ol, eis eee some eee 4 
Prnceronm heologicall semamaiy mene a eee 
Princetony Und Versit yc unk porie sisi inet aan i} 
Texas University 
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Libraries— 


piberdeen, Seotland, Public Library:...<:is...i...5. 
Ashton-under-Lyne, Eng., Free Library.............. 
Atlatita Carnegie Free Library...;-..55.0:ecaccee ees 
Baltimore, Enoch Pratt Free Library................ 
Birmingham, Eng., Free Library Commission......... 
MoO Ne CNAGITIb more Ts) te ES kee lea ee ae Oke cae 
as cOnmE uteri Dramy eerie cats cere eisine crease eens 
ractord, Pa. Carnepie Library (a). <6. 0 boca eee o's 
Broomline: Mass. Pubic hibrary ses sccomste. oes eee es 
Brookiyurbublictlabraryscsacael ¢icsccacn ws ees ele 
Bidalom Nive eobbe MM ibraryss +o se asta No sinsee eis 
Burlington, Vt., Fletcher Free Library............... 
aigorisan ScALehbi rar y:as so oak tussles oe ote easel net 
Carlisle, Pa., J. H. Bosler Memorial Library.......... 
@harlotte,N.'€., Carnepieibrary:i..c. i. ca edie wee 
Chicacas john: Creram Library sccoaes «too aise ecisles 
Chicseo. Newbetty: Library cscpaaces.s tee peels eno. oe 
Gincacosbublcolibraryr ce. cieme nciae a ateale eke tees 
einciinatin Os, -eubuc Library sasacsce seis fo eke ae one 
Cleveland, OFF Public: Librany ene once vaste ee ss 
Columbus, O., Public School Library... ..22:...-.... 
Croydon, Eng., County Borough Library............. 
Maven port. vas PulblC Library va\< ci wat sisi eels 
Wavyion= Om Publichhibraty:....20 522 daca tena eae 
Decatur UUs PubliceLibraty sec sconce oe neo etm ne 
Denver. Cols. Public Library vs scans noes se bas 
Mister Of Columbia Publiewhibrary. sce. <1 -is cts a = oe 
Edinburgh, Scotland, Public Library................ 
ivanston, Ul Pablic Library iso 2c sNaie sites © tore oe 
Piishury, bane, Public Library ix. cs.. lice ete oe w ase 
Germantown, Pa., Friends Free Library.............. 
Glasgow, Scotland, Bailies Institute Free Reference 
TUtloratryic 8 fees a oper iiae are cote rates ars ao ube ease 
Gloversville, N. Y., Free Library.........20.0.220..: 
Grand Rapids, Mich., Ryerson Public Library........ 
Green Bay, Wis., Kellogg Public Library............. 
ilmekensack IN .)., Public Library. .5222cue .. ahr 
Mambure, Germany, Public Library....-....5-7..+-.- 
iamilton, Canada, Public, Library 32.2% 1-20 a 
ae atceU NIVEISIGY 9. 6 cet see sate era inlete wtetsleediae cures 
Pamrords, Cont. Piselic Wilbtarya. sei ae ae lade ele 
Havernil) Mass, Public Library. .20.....654.2---0- 
Flelena, Mont., Publie Libraty.... 022.225. 22 «.5---- 
Hoboken, N. J., Public Library................+---- 
Indiana Public Library Commission............----- 
liane), Wieetosavvow Deove-tm eb cbe Gorey OG > COmmIGea OD cre 
Japan, Imperial Library of........-.. 60. ce seen 
ersey City, N. J., Free Public Library............-.- 
acksonville, Fla., Free Public Library..........-.--- 
micansasucthy Public WaibrAry ce ee aia sete a etrcls =i © 
Lawrence, ee Piblic abraicyy. rte veers eee (ell 
Lexington, Ky., Public Library........--...-++-+++- 
Leyton, Eng., Public Library.........-...++eeeeeee 
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Los Angeles, Public Library.........---++++++-ee--- 
Louisville, Ky., Public Library........---+--++-+-+--- 
Lynn, Mass., Public Library........--++-+++++++e--- 
Maine Statec Library. cuss st ciecos twist + itce)-ne <\ol-Re Shp l-lelon ane 
Manchester, N. H., City Library........--.--+.-.--: 
Manistee, Mich., Public Library.....-...++-+-+-+++++- 
Marinette, Wis., Stephenson Library.....- vase aoe Ts 
Massachusetts Free Public Library Commission....... 
Massachusetts State Library.......-.------+2+-+e--- 
Mercantile Library, New York.......-..+-.++-+-«+=- 
Michigan State Library........--..-2+-+-+-++++-5-0% 
Michigans University Olvieiee.« = ej slels o> 4) ein ie eyelets 
Milwaukee, Wis., Public Library..................:- 
Minneapolis, Minn., Public Library........--........ 
Monmouth, Ill., Warren County Library............. 
Nebraska Public Library Commission................ 
New Haven) Conn.) PubbeMibrary 7... 0 2). 2s ayes 
INéw South Wales: Public Library... 2-1-2 «eas 2 
New York, General Society of Mechanics and Trades- 

PINSL Stare son satin tonstls maka! choice leas fare e ence eae 
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Philadelphia College of Physicians 
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Portsmouth, Bag, Pree Public Library....-...29. 0. 
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Providence, R. I., Public Library 
Providence, R. I., Athenaeum 
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Rochester, N. Y., Reynolds Library 
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St. Paul, Minn., Public Library 
Salem, Mass., Public Library 
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San Francisco Auxiliary of the Reading Room and 
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Waterbury, Conn., Bronson Library................- 
Westminster, City of, Eng., Public Library........... 
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Wilmington, Del., Institute Free Library.. sah acce 
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